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BIG TOWN’S OPENING UP 





Geo. Kaufman, Author, Making Big 
Money of Street Now—$7,000 Wkly. 








+ 
George S. Kaufman is figured wl 
be the biggest money maker on! 
Broadway this season. He's get- 
ting over $7,000—may be its eight 
G's every week—more than any 
manager is earning, probably in- 
cluding Sam H. Harris who pro- 
duced a trio of shows which George 
wrote and staged and has a piece of. 

There is something in back of it 
all. Not only is Kauf a satirist 
and judge of what the playgoer will 
go for, but he’s a business man. 
His weekly royajties from two com- 
panies of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ amount 
to a neat two grand weekly and 
‘Dinner at Eight’ gets him another 
G note, 

Then he owns 35% of the ‘Sing’ 
shows and about 25% of ‘Dinner’— 
he should worry what George Jean 
Nathan thinks about that troupe. 

Over- Bought 


A year ago when ‘Sing’ opened 
fm Boston, Kauf had 50% of the 


show. On the way back he started 
worrying and sold 15% to George 
and Ira Gershwin. Morris Ryskind, 
the other author, ducked taking a 
share, saying he knew nothing of 
managerial hunks. 

The ‘Dinner’ show is the pay-off, 
@imed to clean up more than the 
‘Sing’ shows, it not being a musical. 
It's the second time Kaufman has 
teamed with Edna Ferber and 
acored, their first collaborative work 
having been ‘The Royal Family’— 
in the days when Jed Harris was a 





bie shot. 

XKauf was in the big money before 
this. Then he got the Wall Street 
sting, being long of those things 
which he now uses for wall paper. 
There is a bite to his big earnings 
right now, for when he comes back 
from London where another ‘Din- 
ner’ is going on, he'll probably have 
to kick in 50% of his earnings to 
Satisfy the federal income tax col- 





lectors. 

At one time Kaufman was a' 
mewspaper man—later a drama 
critic, thus proving a newspaper! 


man has a money future without 
becoming a columnist. 

Chargeable against his income are | 
his share of losses on two Sam H. | 
Harris shows which flivved early 
this season. One is ‘Here Today’ 
which had a short engagement at 
the Barrymore. He was also in on | 
‘Eldorado’ which was chucked after | 
a New England try-out but which 
May reach the boards later. 


} of the hotel. 


H. H. McIntyre of Show Biz 


The H. H. 
tloned as 
Roosevelt 
business. 





McIntyre usually men- 
with President-elect 
is familiar with show / 
He has been in and out 
of it. For quite a while McIntyre} 
worked for Jack Connolly of the! 
Pathe News. 

It is said that with the president- | 
elect going into the White House! 
Mcintyre will represent him for the! 
press and also become secretary to! 
the president. ' 


| will bujld a $1,000,000 ‘post- prohibi- | 


| have been filed in 


Cold-Blooded 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

A picture actress promi- 
nently featured in the silents 
who retired from the screen 
some years ago in fairly good 
financial circumstances, _ re- 
cently tried a comeback and 
found the most expedient way 
to do it would be via the 
$7.50 check from the Central 
Casting bureau. She-got a job 
in a picture directed by her 
former husband, who had mar- 
ried twice since. He saw her 
on the set, paid no attention to 
her and when he came to the 
ranks of the extras for small 
bit work, passed her up and 
picked a woman alongside of 
her. 

Picture mob can remember 
when she was instrumental, in 
her hey day, of helping the 
director and bringing him to 
the front ranks. 


HERE’S A CENSORESS’ 
CINEMATIC DISLIKES 


Birmingham, Nov. 28. 

In a letter to the Association of 
Motion Picture Producers, Mrs. Neil 
R. Wallace, local censor, points out 
her dislikes in pictures. They are: 

Use of word hell in titles. 

Women stripping. 

Sensuous dances ‘thrown in with- 
out rhyme or reason to appeal to the 
lowest instincts of man.’ 

‘Too much drinking.’ 

‘And please watch Jean Harlow's | 
films for as the late James Quirk 
expressed it, “when she appears in 
a picture, sex rears its ugly head.’’’ 

Those criticisms come from the 
heart of the Bible Belt. 


The Why of Ben's BR. 


Buftalo, Nov. 28. 

Ben Turpin, filmdom’s champ)! 
strabismic player, is still saving his | 
dough. Reported in ‘Variety’ from 
Toronto as boasting that he was 
still heavy in the bankroll, Turpin 
blew into the Statler Friday. 

Informed $3.50 per is the lowest | 
rate for Ben hiked right out 

















actors, 


| 
| 





: ae aus 
$1,000,000 Brewery 

San Diego, Mov. 28. 
Baker and Jaffe, Tijuana distillers, | 


|} enough money in the 


;}even by law abiding citizens. 
‘and others feel pleased over the | 
j fold- 


| their barkers. 
jour beautif 


| to receive you.’ 
| pected to go more wide open with ! 
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‘REFORMERS OUT 
TILT THE LU 


—_——_s 


New York Set for Tourists— 
Hilarious Week-Ends 
Looked For—More So 


with Beer 





RED TRADE PICKS UP 





With thousands of extra tourists 
already availing themselves of an 
all-time low in railroad rates and 
apparently devoting little consider- 
ation to the depression, Broadway 
is preparing itself for the biggest 
and most hilarious yearly week-end 
it has had in memory of oldest stem 
denizens. 

Steerers, for that matter, are re- 
hearsing -new methods in keeping 
with "the imminence of beer and 
the finis of the Committee- of 14 
which originated in the red light 
days of Tweed, 

Despite the city’s new code for 
taxicabs there are plenty of drivers 
in town who are loaded with klip 
joint cards which, to the invaders, 
are spots vieing with , Parisian 
pleasure places, 

Certain of the lesser hotels which 
have been noted among the street’s 
habitues for their righteous aspect 
now ask no questions. 

Instead of fearing the incursion 
of beer, speaks are preparing to 
make a fling of it in seeing 1932 out. 
Several of those frequented by the |} 
better drinkers have re-installed | 
slot machines. The behind-door 
psychology is that the Government 
would not close up that which a lot} 
of people think it will soon legalize | 
and _ that, for that matter, there isn't 
Federal till 
to meet enforcement of a waning 
law on a large scale. 

Happy Fold-Up 

The fold-up of the Vice Commit- 
tee was long predicted by some of 
the street's watchers. For Broad- 
way and Fifth Avenue the red trade! 
is conspicuous now, even to a 
casual passerby, during various 
hours of the evening. The misrep- | 
|; resenting methods to make it mild, 
were often thought reprehensible | 
They | 








up. 

Even some of the regular Gatien 
places have taken on a new line for 
‘Just a nickel a 
Go right up stairs. All of! 
ul hostesses are waiting | 
And things are ex- | 


dance. 


and liberty. } 


beer 





tion’ brewery in San Diego, catering 
to demands for beer, if and when. | 
Capital has been fixed at $1,000,000 | 
and articles of incorporation for the 
new firm, Aztec Brewing Company, | 
Sacramento 


' 
| 
Precaution! 


Holl; Nov. 28. 
Riding academies here won't 
rent horses to actors any more 
afraid the layers 
east with their 


y wood, 


‘y are 


Ww il! head 
mounts. 








Company will build a new brew- 
ery here, according to E. P, Baker, 
leaving two old-time » breweries, the 
Old Mission and the San Diego, still 
in the field i 


oe. 





'long time he commuted between 


Tax Expert Okays 


Tne. Style of 


Dodging Big Personal Income Tax 








Doing Him Wrong 


Hollywood, Noy. . 28. 

Billy Sunday, paying a visit 
to the Paramount studio, was 
induced to be photographed 
with Mae West in the barroom 
set for ‘Ruby Red,’ now called 
‘She Did Him Wrong.’ 

Evangelist had his foot on 
the rail when the picture was 
taken, 


HAND-TO-HAND IS 
SAFE WAY FOR SWEETIE 


Chicago, Nov. 28, 
Sweetheart night, which out here 
in the corn belt is Wednesday, is the 
worst night in the week for public 
ballrooms. This strange fact can 
be explained on two grounds. 


(1) Fellows are more. serious 
about their steady girls and dislike 
other fellows asking for dances as 
they are privileged to do in a pub- 
lic ballroom. 

(2) Although they want to keep 
their girls to themselves dancing 
from 8-12 with one person is too 
much even for a sweetie. 

So the sparks take their belles to 
the neighborhood picture house, 
where it’s always hand-to-hand, 














A CHOATE SOCIAL LIGHT 


Taking to Legit as Producer— 
Family Opposed 





Ed Choate has decided to become 
a legit producer on his own, which 
another social into 
show business. 


Choate, 2 young fellow, had a 
hard time breaking into the busi- 
ness, his family opposing it. For a 


brings family 


Hartford and New York to work for 
Playchoice, a ticket agency, with- 
out his family knowing what he 
was doing. Now he’s decided to 


On the premise that the govern- 
ment has ruled that a citizen can't 
evade, but is entitled to avoid, a tax, 
the gag of self-incorporation by big 
earning individuals is said to have 
its merits. That a player or other 
showman who has earnings from 
various sources can become John 
Smith, Inec., and thus lessen his in- 
come tax tap, is not deemed iliegal. 

The difference is that the maxi- 
mum tax on a corporation is 13% %. 
The rate of tax for personal income 
is much higher, as was détailed in 
last week’s ‘Variety.’ Roughly, as 
was recounted, a $100,000 income 
would mean that $30,100, or 30% 
thereof, went to the government. 
The mathematical difference be- 
tween the 13%% and the 380%, 
whether paid individually or via a 
corporation, is obvious. 

Matthew H. yt ped ps tax 
expert, 25 West 43d streét, cites in- 
stances of evasion and avoidance. 


Sisters Lost Out 


There's an instance of two film 
star sisters who had a $1,000,000 
contract between them. They formed 
a corporation, paid themselves $25,- 
000 annual salaries, and thus fig- 
ured they could dodge a stiffer tax. 
The government ruled against them. 

But as far back as the Civil War, 
when there was a tax ordered on 
all cheques issued for $20 and over, 
a test case cited a $100 debt being 
paid off in five $19 checks and a 
sixth for $5, totaling in all $100. 
The court ruled that since the law 
expressly stated $20 and over, the 
avoidance by multiple checks took 
care of that with all legality. 

And similarly, a player who has 
incomes from stage, screen, possible 
royalties on songs or phonograph 
records, and also a book he might 


(Continued on page 49) 


“MILLION DOLLAR NAME’ 
NOT ENOUGH TO CLICK 


Endowed -with a ‘million-dollar 
name,’ the failure of Roger Wolfe 
Kahn to click signally on his band 
comeback is some sort of object 








really break loose and has bought 
himself a French play ‘I Was Wait- 
ing for You.’ Its been around. 


Why Not a Novice? 


lesson in-itself, for bunds and pub- 
lic tastes. 

Staging a comeback recently, Otte 
H. Kahn's-son, who preferred tune- 
ful rags to riches, proved that he’s 
an expert enough maestro and can 
assemble .a crack dance combina- 








Marie Kenney, matron of ogre 


ville, select surburban town a bit 
north of the city of New York, is 
the lead in ‘Jamboree,’ meller of | 
the west which opened at the Van- |! 
| derbilt, New York, last week. Her 
first stage appearance appears to 
have been in the summer show- 
shop at Sharon, Conn., last week 
Show ts backed by friends of M: 
Kenney, who has a grown child. 
Money end is represented by Stella 
Kahn, of the Feist mus 
publicity department 


ords, 
| the 


er Tati 


tion, but he has yet. to make his 
mark signally, either on the air or 
in a hotel or cafe spot. 

Kahn is doing some Columbia rec- 
but Jasted but a few weeks at 
Hotel. Pennsylvania. grill, 





Dam Hero Added Attraction 


Los Angeles, Nov, 28, 
Oliver Cowan, Boulder Dam hero, 


o saved the life of a fellow work. 
if down the canyon side, at 
risk of his own life, is being 


iffered to picture houses as an ade 


ded attraction 


PT I tO op Per 8 a 











~ 


i 
' 





. 


ee ete avers 


Litem 


SEAR oS nei iste tI 


a 











— UY. ARIE TY 


PICTURES 


Tuesday, November 29, 1932 


———» 














Garbo Cables Repudiation of 


By-Line ‘Will Not Marry’.Yarn 


+ 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Greta Garb) has 
signed article printed in 
Oct. 22 under the caption; 
Will Not Marry.’ 

In a cable from 
Harry E. Edington, 
representative she 
Garbo talks, but does not 
name to signed articles. 

Publication of the article aroused 
Edington’'s curiosity, for Garbo had 
left for Sweden only a month before 
and had made no mention of it. 
This made the rep doubt its au- 
thenticity, so he cabled the actress 
who replied that she had not writ- 
ten the article or authorized the 
signature attached to the story. She 
also requested an investigation. 

Edington has written the ‘Lib- 
erty’ management asking for infor- 
mation as to where the magazine 
got authority to sign the article or 
fit the material contained in it to 
Garbo’s signature. 

Story, the material in which all 
of the Hollywood writers were con- 
versant, opened with a resume of 
the matrimonial experiences of 
various screen luminaries and then 
stated that Garbo did not want a 
husband to lose his identity through 
marriage. 

It told how the actress went un- 
der the wing of Mauritz Stiller 
when she first came ‘to Hollywood, 
how the director's death was a blow 
to her and how she worshipped him 
for giving her a chance. Further 


‘Liberty’ 
‘Why I 


Stockholm to 
her personal 
indicated that 
put her 


it stated that when Stiller died she |' 


felt like a ship without a rudder; 
that she dropped her social life, 
donned trousers and did as she 


pleased. Article ended with the 
statement:— 
‘My private affairs are strictly 


private.’ 


VANLEERS HAVE SON BUT 
THEY WAITED 13 YEARS 


Married 13 years and childless 
the Arnold Van Leers became par- 
ents Nov. 26, when a son was born 
to them at Polyclinic Hospital, New 
York. 

Father is with Culumbia Pictures 
Mrs. Van Leer is the former Dor- 
inda Adams, Ziegfeld show girl, who 
retired after the ‘Follies’ of 1922, 


Ben Blue Set with Roach 


Culver City, Nov. 28. 

Ben Blue has a career set for him 
in pictures. Hal Roach took up an- 
other option on him that was ne- 
gotiated through Leo Morrison. 

Comedian has been working in 
the ‘Taxi Cab Series,’ and will be 
used in another new one starting ia 
January. 

















Mrs. Huston’s Initialer 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Ninetta Sutherland (Mrs. Walter 
Huston), former stage player, has 
been assigned her first screen part. 
She goes into ‘Sweepings’ at Ra- 
dio to play the wife of Lionel Barry- 
more. 











repudiated “the 





Flu-Aid 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

William Wellman, directing 
‘Grand Central Airport’ for 
Warners, was stricken with the 
flu and Al Green jumped in on 
emergency to handle the pic- 
ture .until his recovery. 

Green did the same thing on 
‘Grand Slam’ whén William 
Dieterle was stricken with flu. 


RADIO PIX OPTIONS 
IMPORTED LEDERER 


Radio Pictures has exercised its 
option on Francis Lederer, Viennese 
stage leading man, after seeing him 
in ‘Autumn Crocus,’ which opened 
m Broadway last week. Radio se- 
-ured first call before Lederer came 
ver, but wanted to see him on a 
New York stage before closing the 
leal, 

Lederer will report to Radio when 
he show closes. Meanwhile the 
tudio is negotiating with Max Gor- 
‘on for ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ for him. 
ederer played in that musical 
broad. 

















Charles Farrell Quits 


Fox Over Story Trouble 


Hollywood, Novy. 28. 
Charles Farrell wound up as a 
Fox contractee Nov. 23 after dis- 
putes regarding the stories studio 
furnished him and the acior’s feel- 
ing that he can do beiter as a free 





lance. Harry Edington, hs agent, 
effected the settiement. 
Farrell had worked out two 


months of the last option of his 
contract and had been off the lot 
since refusing to do ‘Face in the 
Sky.’ 





GAMBLING ON GARBO 


Preparing Story—Hopes to 





Metro 
Start Film Jan. 15 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Metro is preparing a story for 


Greta Garbo with a tentative start- 
ing date of Jan. 15, although studio 
has no assurance the Swedish star 
will return to that lot. 

Bess Meredyth is writing the yarn, 
nature of which is being kept un- 
der covey so it can be switched to 
another star if Miss Garbo fails to 
get here by that time. 





LUKAS’ FOREIGN U’S 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 











Universal may send Paul Lukas 
to Paris for its foreign company. 





WILL MAHONEY 


The Boston “American” said: 





| himself. 


“Will Mahoney is a whole show in 
The Metropolitan has had 

nothing in its history to equal him. 
The audience yesterday made his 
appearance the greatest triumph 
we can remember.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Agnew-Dana-White, 
Former Film Names, 
Try for Come-Back 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

‘Robert Agnew, Viola Dana and 
Marjorie White, all former picture 
names, but inactive on the screen 
for some time, returned to Holly- 
wood last week for another fling at 
pictures. 

Miss Dana, living with her hus- 
band, a golf professional at Colora- 
do. Springs, for some time, is up for 
a picture at Fox. Both Agnew and 
Miss White have been in vaude, 


Miriam Hopkins’ Role 


Miriam Hopkins may do the lead 
in ‘Je T’Attendais,’ French play be- 
ing readied for production by Ed 
Choate. Piece by Jacques Natanson 
Was adapted by Melville Baker and 
has already been in the producing 

















stage several times, once by Guthrie 


McClintic and once by Jed Harris. 
Casting trouble always delayed 
the play in the past. 


Tone Op Crawford 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Franchot Tone and not Clark 
abe] will play opposite Joan Craw- 
ford in ‘Turn About.’ 
Tone was brought here from the 
east by Metro. 


COOK’S SCREEN GAGGING 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Ted Cook, humorist, and news- 
paper columnist, has been signed 
by Walter Futter to do dialog on 














all the ‘Curiosities of 1933’ series. 








Feeds for Those Who Blow 
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Been Keeping Par’s Boys and Girls Broke 
of Late, Digging Dough 





SAILINGS 


; Dec. 8 (New York to Paris), Clara 
30w, Rex: Bell; Sam Rork (Bremen.) 

Dec. 7' (New York to Berlin), Dr. 
Jos. Krimsky (Bremen). 

Dec. 1 (New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. John Wilstach (Ascania). 

Dec. 1 (New York to Munich), 
Gifford Cochran (New York). 

Nov. 30 (London to New York) 
Basil Rathbone (Majestic). 

Nov. 30 (Paris to New York), Bob 
Kane (Comte de Savoya). 


Nov. 29 (New York to Paris), 
Arturo Toscanini, Mrs. Allan Dwan 
(Bremen). 


_ Nov. 28 (Los Angeles to Havana), 
Mr. and Mrs. (Bradley King) George 
Boyd (California.) 

Nov. 25 (New York to London) 
Edna Ferber, Dodie Smith (Beren- 
garia). 

Nov. 25 (Capetown to London), 
Arthur Loew, Joséph Rosthal (War- 
wick Castle). 

Nov. 23 (New York to Bermuda), 
Dewey Bloom (Monarch of Ber- 
muda). 

Nov. 22 (Los Angeles to the Bar- 
Har- 





badoes islands), Mr. and Mrs. 
hold Bell Wright (Amerikus.) 





Connie Bennett -as a Nuisance 


26, 





(From Stdney Skolsky’s column in New York ‘News’ Nov. 1932) 


By SIDNEY SKOLSKY 


The Constance Sinner 

| igen ties BENNETT is in town acting. But this time 
she isn’t getting paid. for it; in fact, she’s: paying for the 

privilege. For she pays for her’ tickets to the opening nights 


where she is doing her acting. 

It is at these openings that Connie puts on a show. Beautifully 
gowned, she walks down the aisle after the curtain is up, waving hellog 
to friends. She captures the attention of the audience. By the time she 
has noisily brushed past a couple of people getting to her seat, the poor 
performer on the stage is practically without an audience. And the 
audience, that group which gathered to watch the play and not Connie 
Bennett, is also annoyed. 

I believe that those actors and actresses up on the stage, although 
their names may not be houséhold words; are entitled to respect. 


1 really don’t know Miss Bennett personally. That is, | have 
never been invited to her house, where, | have: been told, whe is 
charming. But | have watched Connie making a picture in Hol- 
lywood and making the rounds in this town. 

When Connie is making a flicker no one is allowed on her 
studio stage. There is a watchman at the entrance door who 
sees to it that nobody gets in without a written pass from one of 
the executives—and those executives seldom write. 

Connie has a private dressing room on her set, a personal maid, 
and her secretary. All precautions are taken so that Miss Bennett 
may perform without any disturbance. An extra dares not whis- 
per when Connie is strutting her stuff before the camera. Miss 
Bennett should give the players in the theatre the same attention 
and consideration she demands and receives. 

* ” +. 
YONNIE has arrived late at opening nights. She has talked loudly 
during the performance. She always exits during the intermissions 
to give the curiosity and autograph seekers a thrill.. Then she is kept 
so busy autographing that she returns to her seat late. The curtain 
for the second act, or the third act,.is up and Connie is continuing her. 
conversation walking down the aisle. 

You may say that this is not all Miss Bennett's fault, that it is. the 
penalty for being a motion picture actress. Replying, I point to Kay 
Francis, who has been first-nighting. -I sat behiné Kay Francis, her 
husband and their two guests at the'opening of ‘Firebird.’ 

Miss Francis: spoke during the show. One can't expect a person to be 


a mummy; often there are comments to make to your companion. Kay, 
however, 


whispered her remarks. 


Miss Francis went out during one intermission, but she didn't 
venture to the far end of the outer lobby, where the autograph ie 
hunters collect. She didn’t start back for her seat until the last 
moment. Kay has) been first-nighting and not acting. She's 
O-Kay. 

Connie is acting, putting on a show at the shows. | remember 
her performance at the opening of ‘Dangerous Corner,’ at the 
Empire. ! believe it was one of Connie’s first openings of the 
season. She was a trifle nervous that evening, not so certain of 
herself, not used to the part. | don’t believe she arrived very late 
and between certain autograph hounds did not delay her grand 
entrance into the second act. 

Connie didn’t give such a good performance at the opening of 
‘Dangerous Corner.’ As a critic reviewing it, | can give her only 


two stars. 
* . > 


ITH each succeeding opening, Connie got better. She became more 
certain of herself, spoke louder, and wore more attractive gowns. 
Last Monday night, at another opening at the Empire, where she made 
a debut about a month ago, Miss Bennett was superb. She must have 
autographed about twenty-five books and everybody noticed her, and 
she had three men with her instead of one. 

The opera season opened directly across the street at the Met that 
night, but the sidewalk crowd at the Empire was much fatter than the 
one outside the Metropolitan. Connie Bennett outdrew all of sgciety 
that night. Connie gave a three stars plus performance that night. 

However, it was at the opening of ‘Autumn Crocus’ that Connie gave 
her greatest show. Any critic would have given her four stars. 


In fact, one dramatic critic, a mild chap except when placed 
in front of a typewriter, was about to stand up and tell Miss 
Bennett to shut up. Connie actually stopped the show that night. 

There was once an actor in this town who would have stepped 
to the footlights, stopped the play, and yelled at Miss Bennett 
to keep still. He was an actor who took his art seriously and 
reprimanded unruly audiences. 

That actor is Richard Bennett, the same Richard Bennett who 
is the father of Constance Bennett. 

(Copyright: 1932: by News Syndicate Co., 


TALLULAH OFF SCREEN; 


Inc.) 





BOSTON UN-AWED 








Gorgeous Film Gir} suit Charoed GOING INTO B’WAY PLAY 
$20 For Chair 
Boston, Nov. 28. Tallulah Bankhead is through 
Screen lady, in-personning at a with pic , . i 

pictures, at least for a’ time, 

local house, found the Hub an- She's a es Site arn teat 
tique shops good pickings. Until | S"¢'s due in New York within two 
she came to one in Charles street | weeks and will start rehearsal en 
{foot of Beacon Hill—shades of the | ‘Party,’ an Ivor Novello vlay. . Some, 
and Cabots!) where this | negotiation still on with Metro. for 


Lowells 
rebuff was administered. {Miss Bankhead and she may go to 
‘How much is this?’ she inquired, soe nigege d omer =e Pay, a 
: é owning its film rights. 
with a taken-for- sort of air that ‘Party’ as a stage play will mark 
she would Cane Gere be recognized the first production effort of Samuel 
and given cost free what she |nirqlinger, Philadelphia theatre man, 
wanted. ; : He slipped into New York several 
‘$20,’ said the girl clerk, daugh- | weeks ago, opened offices and began 
ter of the proprietor. : ¢ {a program which calls for a half 
The star tried out the object—| gozen productions. Gilbert Miller, 
it was an old chair, New. England who put the play on in London last 
Colonial. She sighed happily as she } geason. will stage the play for Nird- 
fitted her form to the seat. linger for part of the rights. 





‘You know who I am?’ she said Although ‘Party’ will be Nird- 
blandly. linger’s first play under his own 

‘I think so,’ said the girl. name, he is actually putting up all 

o i. hee ere ) webb ees sees |the money for a production of ‘A 
giving her full name in lordly man- | Good Woman, Poor Thing,’ which 
ner. ‘Wherever I go they always |will come in previously. tll bear 
give me what I want, considering |the names of John Potter and 
it an honor to have me as a cus-|Charles Dillingham as producers, 
tomer.’ however. It opens in Boston Dec. % 

‘The price is stHl $26,’ the gir] j and comes into New York two weeks 
answered, later, 
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3-1 WAMPAS STARS LOS 








Big Chains May Walk Out on 
Service Charges by Electrics 





Burning at the failure of the elec- 
trics to eliminate the service charge 
on equipments, after months of con- 
fabbing the major circuits are in- 
dividually beginning to stop paying 
the weekly charges and defying the 
electrics -to attempt collection 
through legal process. 

All the major companies have 
their own engineering and mainte- 
nance departments. They are fully 
manned and equipped to service the 
talker machines in their own the- 
atres and the dissatisfaction ex- 
pressed some months ago with hav- 
ing to pay the electrics a weekly 
service charge has grown more in- 
tense. 

It is unofficially reported that not 
only Loew's is taking the defy at- 
titude, but that also RKO will do 
so. RKO, while affiliated with RCA, 
also uses ERPI equipment in spots 
such as New England. Between 
the two companies the weekly 
service charge on most of the cir- 
cuits’ equipments runs to an aver- 
age $37 weekly per house, accord- 
ine to official count. The service 
charge is deemed wholly uncalled 
for by chain operators. On the 
two circuits are about 300 theatres. 

RKO has committed itself to clos- 
ing a number of houses temporarily 
or permanently. Additionally there 
is the possibility RKO might give 
up the Orpheum branch, as a whole, 
and the payment of service charges 
on such houses is felt by RKO heads 
to be an unwarranted overhead ex- 
pense. 

The Fox people have: been 
squawking about the weekly service 
charges for some three years, and 
because of its attitude, impelled 
sOme readjustment of the weekly 
charges, it is said. 


ED SULLIVAN GOES 
FOX FOR ORIGINAL 


Ed Sullivan, columnist, has been 
signed by Fox to write an original. 
He will shortly go to the coast to 
turn it out, either writing his daily 
column from there or placing it in 
s0me one else’s hands while away. 

Sullivan is on the New York ‘Daily 
News,” doing a column 
‘Broadway.’ 











Wampas Nominates 12 
For Baby Star List 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


With some of the studios still 
having candidates to select for 
Wampas Baby Star honors, voting 
on the nominees by the p. a’s has 
been postponed to Dec. 6. So far 
12 candidates have been selected. 
They are: 

Warners—Eleanor Holm, Patricia 
Ellis. 





Metro—Mary Carlyle, one to be 
selected. 

Paramount—Sari Maritza, Adrian 
Ames. 


Radio—Dorothy Wilson, one to be 
selected. 

Fox—Boot- Mallory, Irene Ware. 

Universal—Gloria Stuart, one to 
be selected. 


Goldwyn—Ruth Hall, one to be 


selected. 

Free Lance—Dixie Lee, Claudia 
Dell. 

Hal Roach has asked for more 


time to consider his prospects. 
Hal Roach has promised to put 

one of the free lance players named 

on this year’s list under contract. 





Hanna’s New Connection 





headed | 


Why Bring It Up? 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

When Frederic March was 
introduced to John Hertz at 
Emanuel Cohen's party, ac- 
tor was presented as the 
Academy awards winner. 

‘What award?’ asked Hertz. 

‘Perhaps it shouldn't have 
been mentioned,’ remarked 
March. 














PEGGY HOPKINS JOYCE | 
IN INTERNATIONAL’ FILM 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Peggy Hopkins Joyce will have 
her first spot in pictures since ‘Sky- 
rocket,’ when she is brought here 
by Paramount to appear in ‘Inter- 
national House.’ 

This film, built along lines sim- 
ilar to ‘Big Broadcast’ only with a 
Chinese locale, will have several big 
radio names in the cast. 

Sequences with radio names will 
be taken in the east. Production 
starts Jan. 15. 


Loew Back by Boat 


Arthur Loew left Johannesburg 
by boat Friday (25) for London. 
Loew kept all promises. He prom- 
ised to leave Victoria Falls, where 
his crash last week occurred, by 
rail, and did. But he got off the 
train at Bulawayo, a bit down the 
road, and flew from there to Johan- 
nesburg. Then he went back to 
keeping promises and took the boat 
to London. Up in the air to kill 
the crash jinx he was afraid of. 

After two days on the boat he 
cabled his h. o. to ask people to 
keep in touch with him. yetting 
kind of lonesome, he intimates. 











STOTHART’S ENNUI 


Falls Asleep While Driving—Wakes 
Up In Hospital 





Hollywood, Nov. 28, 


Herbert Stothart, composer at 
Metro, is in the Hollywood hospital 
following his falling asleep in his 
car while driving home early Sat- 
urday morning from the studio and 
crashing through the wind thield. 

Stothart had worked all day 
Thursday and Friday on the mu- 
sical score and arrangement of 
‘Rasputin’ and the accident is 
ascribed to lack of sleep. 


Clara and Europe 


Clara Bow and Sam Rork, her 
manager, arrived Monday (28) from 
the Coast with tentative passage 
beoked on the Europa, sailing Dec. 
8. Miss Bow will spend several 
weeks at Moritz, for medical treat- 
ments. 

Only personal appearance the 
star will make while abroad will be 
at the London opening of her come- 
back pieture ‘Call Her Savage.’ 

While in New York she will make 
a@ personal appearance Tuesday (29) 
at the old Roxy. 





Panther vs. Panther 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 





6) OUT OF 100 


Pago FROM VIEW 


Bow, Wilson, Lee, Moore 
Among Those Selected on 
1922, 1923, 1924 Ballots 
—With Few Exceptions 
Players Are Off Screen 


10 YR. BABY PICKING 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Hollywood’s Wampas takes pride 
in its Baby Star picking record of 
10 years. During that time the 
Wampas has selected 96 giris in 


pictures to eventually become stars 
through their perseverance and 
ability. Of the total, 34 have in a 
manner lived up to expectations, 62 
have dropped from sight or are 
hanging on the precipitous sides of 
picture-dom. Picking one out of 
three to succeed is a Wampas 
boast and according to the publicity 
boys forming the Wampas, not a 
bad record. 


The First Selection 


First Wampas selection was made 
in 1922, Lois Wilson, Pauline 
Starke and Lila Lee are still prom- 
inent on the screen. Colleen Moore 
is staging a comeback. Patsy Ruth 
Miller occasionally works in indies. 
Jacqueline Logan is directing in 
England. The others, Maryon Aye, 
Helen Ferguson, Bessie Love, Kath- 
ryn McGuire, Mary Philbin, have 
all faded from the picture. So much 
for the first Baby Star group. 

Following year was a tough one 
for the prognosticators. Several of 
the girls made names, but today, 
with one exception, they are almost 
out of pictures. Evelyn Brent is 
still a name. Eleanor Boardman 
has been inaetive for some time, as 
has Laura La Plante. Pauline 
yaron recently returned from 
France but has not hit here yet. 
Ethel Shannon, Jobyna Ralston, 
Kathleen Key, Dorothy DeVore and 
Virginia Browne Faire have all de- 
serted pictures or vice versa, msx- 
ing it a year of bum guesses for 
the Wampas. 

Following year, 1924, wasn't 
much better, though it did produce 
Clara Bow. However, her associates 
of the great choice, excepting Dor- 
othy Mackaill, are now memories, or 
practically so. Others slated to be- 
come immortal in pictures with the 
Misses Bow and Mackaill were Eli- 
nor Fair, Carmelita Geraghty, Jul- 
anne Johnston, Blanche Mehaffey, 
Lillian Rich, Alberta Vaughn and 
the late Lucille Rickston, who died 
shortly after her selection for Baby 
Stardom. 


One 1925 Selection Left 


Olive Borden, Anne Cornwall, 
Mareline Hurlock, June Marlowe 
and Dorothy Revier were the 1925 
selections. Miss Revier is still an 
independent name; the others are 
out of pictures. 

Next year produced Mary Astor, 
Mary Brian, Joyce Compton and 
Dolores Costello. Miss Costello re- 
tired from pictures, The others are 
still on the screen. 

The outstanders of that year's 
pickings are Joan Crawford, Dolores 
Del Rio and Janet Gaynor. Fay 
Wray is still a name, but Marceline 
Day, Sally Long, Sally O’Neill and 
Vera Reynolds don’t get their names 
on marquees very often. 

Boys did a brodie in 1927. Of 
their hopes, only Martha Sleeper, 





Gail Patrick, one of Paramount's 
Panther contest winners, is out of 
the femme top spot in ‘Mysterious 


Rider.’ Another Panther woman, 
Lona Andre, replaces her. 
Miss Patrick has been given a 


character part in the same picture. 


JUVE DEARTH 


Holly wood, Noy. 28. 

















Hollywood, Nov. 28. 





Mark Hanna, Par’s sales repre- 
sentative in Shanghai, will leave the 
company Dee. 1 to become Euro- 
pean representative for Douglas | 
Fairbanks. 

He will headquarter in London. 


Metro is having a serious problem 
on its hands with no leading men 
yet set for ‘White Sister,’ ‘Clear All| 
Wires’ and ‘Men Must Fight,’ all} 
scheduled to go into production the | 


end of this week. 


Natalie Kingston and Barbara Kent 
are still in evidence, Patricia Avery, 
Mary McAllister, Gladys McConnell, 
Sally Phipps and Sally Rand have 
dropped out. 

Next year ('28) produced Sally 
Eilers and Lupe Velez. Both are 
still names, but the rest of them are 
in the cinematic limbo. Others are 
Ruth Taylor, Molly O’Day, Gwen 
Lee, Audrey Ferris, Dorothy Gulli- 
ver, Alice Day, Lina Basquette and 
Flora Bramley. Sue Carol is in 
vaude with her husband, Nick Stu- 
art. Ann Christy, since she mar- 
ried, has been inactive. June Col- 
lyer, who married Stuart Erwin last | 


» 


| 
| 








Cocktail and Rape 


Films Cold, 


Claims Cecil B. DeMille—Now See 
Em Go Outdoors Again for Action 





Film Critic’s Party 





Tt could happen and did—a 
film critic throwing a party for 
an actor and inviting other 
newsmen. John S. Cohen, Jr., 
of New York ‘Sun’ is responsi- 
ble, tossing a party Saturday 
night (26) in honor of Francis 
Lederer, mat idol. 

Reports are it was a success. 


MARIE DRESSLER BACK 
TO COAST AND FILM 


Reported much improved in gen- 
eral condition, Marie Dressler ex- 
pects to be back in Hollywood by 
Christmas. She has been in New 
York for a month now and will re- 
main here until starting west. 

Impression is that after Miss 
Dressler arrives on the coast she 
may start another picture for 
Metro. 


‘Rivets’ for Gilbert? 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Metro has a deal on with Howard 
Hughes to buy the unproduced play, 
‘Rivets,’ by Jack McDermott, which 
Hughes bought two years ago at a 
reputed price of $25,000. 

Metro is not willing to pay any- 
where near that price for it. 

Meantime a couple of Metro wri- 
ters, Karl Brown and Ralph Wheel- 
wright, are adapting it to the screen 
in anticipation of the deal going 
through. ‘Rivets’ is wanted for 
John Gilbert. 

















———— 


HEARST’S HIGH PRESSURE 


After Picture People for Benefit and 
Finds Them Unwilling 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Studios and stars are claiming 
high-pressure methods are being 
used by Harry Crocker, Hearst's 
social and promotion man for the 
L. A. ‘Examiner’ benefit to be held 
Dec. 15, 

Numerous stars and companies 
have flatly refused to participate. 
Crocker, who was formerly assis- 
tant director with Chaplin, has been 
trying to swerve their decisions 
through pressure on the heads of 
the various companies. Latter are 
sidestepping. 





Hart Wants $2,500 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 
William S. Hart is under consid- 
eration by several ether advertising 
agencies here. They figure he would 
be a good bet for kid programs, 
Hart is asking $2,500 weekly. 





year and recently became a mother, 
has practically deserted the screen. 


Others Fall by the Wayside 


Selections for 1929 included Jean 
Arthur, Sally Blane, Betty Boyd, 
Ethlyn Claire, Doris Dawson, Jos- 
ephine Dunn, Helen Foster, Doris 
Hill, Caryl Lincoln, Anita Page, 
Mona Rico, Helen Twelvetrees and 
Loretta Young. Misses Paige, 
Twelvetrees, Young, Arthur and 
Blane live up to expectations. The 
others fell away. 


Wood, Rochelle Hudson and 
Barbara Weeks. So far, Misses Dade 
and Wood have given up, 





Wampas proud of them 


Wampas played safe on 1930. 
They made no selections that year. 
Last prodigies exhibited in 1931.! 
Those chosen were Constance Cum- | 
mings, Marian Marsh, Karen Mor- | 
ley, Joan Blondell, Frances Dee, | 
Anita Louise, Frances Dade, Joan 


Marsh, Marion Shilling, Sidney Fox, | 
Judith 


but the! 
others are still trying to make the| 


+ 


‘The world is coming out of its 
hangover. It wants to cure the 
headache it gets with every boom 
period by a long, cool dose of the 
simple, spiritual things in life. 
Now's the time for epic romance. 

A thirst for romance always follows 
a period of depression. Pictures 
fashioned from a cocktail, a rape 
and a hank of hair are through. 
They're unpleasant reminders of an 
era the public is trying to forget.’ 


Thus spake Cecil B. De Mille, in 
town to give bis ‘Sign of the Cross,’ 
billed as the first talking picture 
spectacle, a right smart send-off. 

Mr. De Mille sees his latest film 
of incalculable benefit to the picture 
industry, to the whole spiritual- 
spectacle starved world, and to 
those directors who learned their 
stuff in the days of silent pictures— 
when cameras photographed ro- 
mantic action instead of dramatic 
recitations. 

‘You're always told,’ says Mr. De 
Mille, ‘that the people don’t want 
ideas, that they shy away from pe- 
riod pictures, that they don’t want 
costume stories, that they don't 
want films with a religious theme, 
Yet every smash picture, every pic- 
ture that’s grossed three millions has 
been made up of just those ele- 
ments they tell you the people don't 
want.’ And every time such a pic- 
ture comes along, it pulls a few 
hundred more pictures with it. A 
three million grosser reaches a vast, 
universal audience untouched by 
the average release, suggests to 
that audience that there may be 
other pictures it would enjoy, re- 
vives the picture-going habit for a 
spell, and so expands the grosses of 
the entire industry. 

Furthermore, every smash picture 
made from ingredients ‘the people 
don’t want’ opens a door to the in- 
dustry for new ideas, shatters the 
taboos that hamper pictures’ fullest 
developments, gives the creators in 
the industry courage to try and 
precedent, claims Cecil B., with 
which to win their points. 

1st Talker Spectacle 

First to cross the line with a 
talking picture spectacle, that type 
ef picture that combines the best 
of the silent technique with the 
heightening drama of sound, De 
Mille points out that though audl- 
ences have long been clamoring for 
talking picture spectacles, the sci- 
entific development of sound has 
only just now made them possible. 

The mobility, the fluidity of the 
camera, upon which action is de- 
pendent, reached its apex just when 
sound entered the field. The ex- 
igencies of sound immediately con- 
stricted the camera’s range and 
pictures returned to interiors, to 
those restricted areas to which the 
mikes could accommodate them- 
selves. The mechanical limita- 
tions of sound brought pictures not 
only to a standstill, but even caused 
them to retrograde as well; to be- 
come stiff imitations of stage plays, 
and the audience that longed: for 


that quality unique to pictures— 
action—evaporated. 
But at last, announces De Mille, 


development of 
sound has caught up. There are 
11 separate sound tracks in his 
Roman arena scene, for instance. 
Pictures are regaining their old 
sweep, their boundless action, 
states Mr. De Mille. 


‘DOC PUTS GILDA DALE’S 


| NOSE IN ALL WRONG 


the mechanical 











Los Angeles, Noy. 28. 


Charging that her nose was perm- 
disfiguréd during a plastie 
operation, Gilda Dale, 
phoma has filed suit in Superior 
'court against Dr. W. EF. Balsinger 
for $57,200 damages. 

Young actress contends 
ig threatened. 


iment ly 


surgery 


ac- 
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Powers-BIP Deal Here Cold; 
Joe Brandt May Handle Instead, 


Dent Over 


—_——--— oe 


Possibility exists that Joe Brandt 
may take over British International 
product for the United States. It’s 
only in the whisper stage at present. 

Brandt talked to Arthur Dent last 
summer about such a deal, with 
Brandt going so far as to conduct 
an audit of the books of the then 
BIP office in New York. It fell 
through, 

Dent later reached an agreement 


with Pat Powers. That deal was 
put into action, but turned sour 
when Powers refused two $25,000 


notes on Oct. 1. He told BIP via 
cable to London that he wouldn't 
pay because BIP pictures weren't as 
good as he had expected and be- 
cause of a number of other details 
from which he inferred a breach of 
contract on the British side. 

Plans were immediately made by 
Dent to come back to New York, 
and he arrived last week to find that 
Powers was willing to talk but not 
pay. At least not under terms and 
conditions as they are. Powers and 
Dent both insist that there’s still a 
possibility of patching things up, 
but meanwhile Powers has trimmed 
his staff to "way down and given all 
others notice of two weeks plus a 
clause that it might be extended as 
eonditions change, 

Understood from the inside, 
though not substantiated by Powers, 
that a number of his employes have 
been asked to work two weeks with- 
out pay pending outcome of the 
Dent negotiations. 

Dent Friday (25) had to rush to 
Toronto to represent his company 
in an important damage suit up 
there, He’s expected back today 
(Tuesday), with the talk to go onat 
that time. 

Before going, Dent renewed his 
acquaintance with Brandt on being 
told that Brandt was through at 
Educational, just to make sure and 
have a sail windward. 


Walsh Will Direct 
Remakes for $50,000 
On Stroheim ‘B’way’ 








Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Following preview of ‘Walking 
Down Broadway’ it has been decided 
to remake about 50% of the picture 
as directed by Von Stroheim. Im- 
possible story plus miscasting of 
Zasu Pitts and Boots Mallory are 
the reasons. Raoul Walsh will han- 
dle the retake. Picture originally 
cost $320,000. Remake will add 
about $50,000 to that figure. New 
shooting will require about two ad- 
ditional weeks, 

In spite of Miss Pitts’ ability, au- 
dience refused to accept her in a 
strongly emotional role. Figured it 
must be comedy since she’s always 
east for humorous bits. She will 
probably be replaced by some other 
actress not so definitely identified 
with comedy parts. 

James Dunn and Terernce Ray, 
other two members of the cast, gave 
poor performances with the direc- 
tion rather than their ability blamed 
for the result. Boors Mallory in her 
initial screen effort failed utterly to 
impress. 


U’s Lucky Thought 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Arthur Brilliant, brought here by 
Paramount a year ago, was on his 
way to take a boat for New York 
when a messenger from Universal 
caught him at dock. 

He will do a story on 
Club,’ 





‘Suicide 





NO AIR FOR ZASU 


Turns Down $1,500 Per for Radio 
Showings—Prefers Discs 








Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
An offer for an air appearance is 
said to have been made to Zasu 
Pitts by Jenie Jacobs, the New York 
agent. Miss Pitts was offered £1,500 
to go over the radio once weekly. 
Film comedienne rejected the pro- 
posal saying she would agree to go 
on disc records for the air, but did 
not want to go on in person, 
matter hangs there, 


to Discuss Details 


Eddie’s Big Deposit 





? 


Lou Clayton was the pay- 
master when Clayton, Jackson 
and Durante worked in New 
York night clubs at $3,000 a 
week. One day giving Eddie 
Jackson his share, $1,000 in 
$100 bills, Eddie said: 

‘Lou, get me fives, will yer?’ 

‘What's the idea, all fives and 
a roll like that?’ asked Lou. 

‘I want to make a big de- 
posit,’ answered Eddie. 


EARLE, PHILA, 
LET TO LAWYER 


Philadelphia, Novy. 28. 
Beginning of a rumored disin- 
tegration of the Stanley-Warner 
chain here in Philly has started 
with the official announcement that 
the Earle theatre, film-vaude house 
will be operated, after Friday, by 
‘Joseph Feldman and associates.’ 
That name is not known to picture 
people in this city, though Feldman 
is reported a New York lawyer. The 
house is claimed turned over on a 
straight rental proposition. 

At the same time, following the 
Thursday night show, the Mast- 
baum theatre, biggest of the S-W 
houses here, will once again close. 
It reopened about six weeks ago 
after two months of darkness, and 
despite big headliners, has failed to 
click. House holds 4,800 and has 
always had picture and elaborate 
stage show policy. 

Local rumors have the closing of 
the Mastbaum and the rental of the 
Earle tied up. Story is that the 
S-W people cannot pay the musi- 
cians’ union’s demands, which in- 
sist on the employment of a large 
number of men regardless of the 
Mastbaum’s status, and that, for 

















this reason, they are letting go of 
active control of the Earle, their 
only house with stage shows or 
vaudeville actively employed. 

The Fox theatre is left as the 
only downtown house employing de- 
luxe stage shows with the Carman 
theatre, high-class neighborhood 
theatre on Germantown avenue as 
its strongest competitor. The Car- 
man has Bing Crosby on the stage 
doing big business since his Friday 
opening. 


Robt. E. Lee with Par 


Hollywood, Novy. 28. 
Robert E. Lee joined Paramount's 
writing staff yesterday. 
He’s a brother of Rowland V. Lee, 
director. 





SPECIAL FROM COAST 


Reported Load of R. P. Players 
Coming East for Radio City 








Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Indications are that a_ special 
tran may be run from here for the 
|opening of Radio City in New 
York, 


Efforts are being made to line up 
all idle Radio Pictures stars and 
contract players for the trip to 
ballyhoo the premiers. 


Richards Back 
On Job; 1 Mer. 
Sells Golf Stix 


New Orleans, Nov. 28. 
E. V. Richards is back in the sad- 
dle at the Saenger offices here. His 
first move was to instruct his di- 
rectorial heads after his arrival 
stressing to them they must show 








results. 





His second dictum went to all 





resident managers informing them 
they would be retained so long as 
they operated their houses profitab- 
ly. They have been advised that 
unless they do they will be replaced. 
He further instructed them each 
theatre would be maintained as a 
separate unit, the manager being in 
full charge and at liberty to use 
his ingenuity and any money neces- 
sary in order to attract business. 

Useless conversation and need- 
less letter writing are taboo. 

Hearing that Richards was in fuil 
charge of operations again, one 
out-of-town manager immediately 
sold his golf sticks. 


Stuntster’s Close Call 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Narrowly escaping death under 
the wheels of a train while doubling 
for Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Dick 
Jensen was rushed to the Palmdale, 
Calif., hospital last Friday, uncon- 
scious and with a deep gash in his 
forehead, 

Jensen, in the part of a hobo, 
was running along the top of the 
train in an escape scene for War- 
ner’s “The Sucker’ when he stum- 
bled and fell between cars. He 
landed just a few inches from the 
rail. Train was traveling 20 miles 
an hovr. Jack Holbrook replaced 
the injured man, 


Rossons Divorced 


Mrs. Arthur Rosson, wife of the 
director, obtained a divorce here 
Saturday (26). Property settlement 
whereby she was given $50,000, in- 
cluding the Rosson home in Beverly 
Hills, was made before the action 
began. 

Rosson was given custody of the 
daughter, Helene, 




















Standard Players for Small Roles 
To Keep Film Right and Cheaper 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Major studios who sniffed at the 
idea when it was first put in prac- 
tice are now planning to adopt the 
Warner idea. of casting recognized 
players in big parts. ‘Despite the 
added cost of these players, War- 
ners has found that it means a 
saving in production budgets due 
to their ability to deliver. 

In the past three months, War- 
ners have been putting players who 
are getting from $400 weekly up 
into small parts and bits. In a 
number of cases the players have 
gone into roles which consisted of 
only half a dozer sides, and for 
which they have received a full 
week’s guarantee, 

Studio claims that when they 
hand the nart to the experienced 
players the production department 
need not worry atout holdups. On 
the other hand, it has been the ex- 
perience that by giving parts to bit 





The} players lacking in experience, in- 
| the money saved om the: 


variably 


pluyer’s salary is more than made 
up by time losses. 

In one case, a $25 player cost 
the company $2,000 because he 
couldn’t read his lines properly. 
Cost came through holding up pro- 
duction for four hours, the hiring 
of another actor to replace him and 
the shooting of an additional scene 
to cover the player’s amateurish- 
ness, 

In Bits 

Playing bits but receiving up- 
wards of $400 weekly from Warners 
in recent pictures are Grant Mit- 
chell, Spencer Charter, Rockliffe 
Fellows, Arthur Hoyt, Walter Per- 
cival, Pat Collins, H. B. Walthall, 


John Wray, Holmes Herbert, Wil- 
lard Robertson, Harry Holman, 
Charles Sellon, David Landau and 


William Davidson. 

Unlike the indie who loads his 
pictures with names as a selling 
angle, the majors eliminate the 
names of the bit players from bill- 
ing as only purpose is to save 
money on production due to a sure- 
fire first time performance, 





Hollywood's Eden 








Hollywood’s Error 


Chicago, Nov. 3. 

Audience laughed the wrong 
way toward the end of ‘Faith- 
less’ (Metro) at the Oriental 
here when Robert Montgomery 
eating what Hollywood thought 
to be humble pie announced 
that he was going to work 
‘even though the job only pays 
$70 a week.’ 

This may be Hollywood's 
idea of starting at the bottom 
of the ladder but the common 
folk who patronized the local 
cinema thought it was kidding. 
It’s the top to most of them. 

Four years ago a _ similar 
failure to understand American 
economics hurt ‘Saturday’s 
Children,’ a smash stage hit in 
New York but a flop in stock 
around the country because 
the whole crux of the plot was 
the hardships of a young 
couple trying to live on $40 a 
week. Asa problem the sticks 








couldn’t take this seriously 
because they thought that a 
pretty good wage. 











TOUGH CENSORS 
GO TOUGHER 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 


Local film men plenty upset last 
week over the order of state board 
of censors in Harrisburg for more 
effective picture censorship. It’s 
the feeling around here that they’re 
tough enough as it is. 

The board told its inspectors that 
a close check would be made of 
their work each month, and that 
vigorous prosecution of censorship 
violations would be pushed by the 
attorney general. 

Members of the board of censor- 
ship “in this state are Samuel D. 
Schwartz, Philadelphia, chairman; 
Mrs. Blanche L. Davenport, Wilkes- 
Barre, vice charman, and Mrs. Mary 
J. Kerr, Connellsvile, ssecretary. 


Court Stops Tip-Offs 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Tip-off of Municipal court suits 
against film players by the news- 
papers before process servers have 
had time to make attachments on 
salaries has prompted Chief Clerk 
George M. Goodell to make a rule 
that no news be made available un- 
til the garnishments have been 
made. 

Suit of assignee of Eddie Schmidt 
for $125 against Nils Asther, which 
was later adjusted out of court, 
brought the ruling. Clerical blunder 
caused the Asther litigation. 


Ad Expose Story Told 


Fox has taken ‘Ad-Man,’ unpro- 
duced play by Arch Gaffney and 
Charles Curran, for  filmization, 
through Kennaday & Livingston, 
agents for the authors. 

Curran is of the WB ad staff in 
N. Y.; Gaffney is junior partner of 
Fertig-Slavitt-Gaffney, which places 
part of the Metro ad copy. 

Story is an expose of the adver- 
tisinge biz. 


DESERTING FILMS 


Ornitz and Tasker Would Rather 
Pen Plays and Novels 


























Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Yens to write novels and plays 
are taking Sam Ornitz and Bob 
Tasker from the picture fleld. Team 
now is working on the contiuity of 
‘The Great Jasper,’ Richard Dix- 
Radio picture. 

Ornitz says he would rather make 
$2,000 a year writing stage plays 
than preparing picture material at 
$20,000 annually, so he is going to 
spend the next year on the legit 
stuff. 

With Tasker, however, it is an 
outside income of $2,400 a month 
and a desire to pen a novel. He 
came to the coast unknown and 





made good. 


Musee Reveals 


Who's Who in Pictures m Wax 





+ 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


To refute the oft-expressed opin: 
ion that Hollywood is without tradi. 
tion, Charles Pressley has opened 
the Motion Picture Museum an@ 
Hall of Fame. It’s a Hollywood 
Eden Musee with wax figures rep- 
resenting filmdom’s great, both des 
parted and present. 

During the first three weeks of 
its existence, business hasn't been 
so hot, but Pressley hopes it will 
build. He finds the competition of 
Grauman’s Chinese free forecourt 
tough as he charges two bits for a 
look-see. 

Exhibits are all tableaux from 
pictures, with wax figures repre- 
senting the characters. Scenes from 
‘Chandu,’ ‘Rain,’ ‘Bird of Paradise,’ 
‘The Dove,’ "Women of All Nations,’ 
‘Cisco Kid,’ ‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Kismet,’ 
‘Hatchet Man,’ ‘Son of the Sheik’ 
and others. Current animal picture 
popularity is represented by a 
scene from ‘Congorilla.’ 

Stars on View 

Figures of the stars, all good 
liknesses, are by Mme. Stuberg, 
Represented are Greta Garbo, Clark 
Gable, Bela Lugosi, Lowe and Mc- 
Laglen, Charles Chaplin, Mary Pick- 
ford, Douglas Fairbanks, Joan 
Crawford, Chevalier, Valentino, 
Lewis Stone and Betty Compson, 
Props from a number of old time 
successes are on display, also the 
costumes worn by stars in these 
pictures. A still gallery of photo- 
graphs tracing the history of pice 
tures is thrown in. 

A figure of Mahatma Ghandi is in 
the entrance, probably to give the 
supervisors representation in the 
museum. 

Pressley, for several years direc- 
tor of the Santa Barbara Pageant, 
figures that in time his museum 
will be the show place of Holly- 
wood for tourists, due to the stu- 
dios closing the gates on sightsee- 
ers. Diminution of production on 
Hollywood streets, which at one 
time was the tourist’s delight, ie 
also hoped to be an aid. 


Elliott Nugent Directs 
Miss O’Sullivan in Lead 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Maureen O'Sullivan will be the 
feminine lead in ‘Whistling in the 
Dark.’ Ernest Truex is due here 
Wednesday (30), but the picture 
will be started today (28) for scenes 
in which he does not appear. 
Elliott Nugent is directing. 

Eddie Arnold, of the original stage 
cast, is in the picture version. 


Chorine’s Initialer 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Firet picture part for Renee 
Whitney will be in “The Keyhole’ at 
Warners, where she is one of the 11 
chorus girls placed under contract. 
Miss Whitney the first of the fera- 
me to get an assignment. 

Henry Kolker, also cast in the 
picture, ie playing Kay Francis’ 
husband, as he did in ‘Jeweel Rob- 
bery.’ 














ON THE ICE 


L. A. Better Business Bureau 
vestigates Truthful Promoters 








Hollywood, Novy. 28. 

Cataloged as among the most 
guileless of coast investors, picture 
names have been dipping heavily in 
the purchase of New Mexico gas 
leases, which hold out the lure of 
stupendous profits in ‘dry ice.’ Un- 
usual feature of the latest promotion 
is that the sponsors are strictly on 
the up-and-up, with no misrepre- 
sentations, so far as an investiga- 
tion by the Better Business Bureau 
reveals. Only catch is that there 
is no market for the product by 
which the investors can possibly 
hope to realize returns. 

So heavy has the play become lo- 
cally that B. B. B. has issued a spe- 
cial bulletin in which it gives a com- 


plete resume of the scheme, and 
exposes, so the bulletin says, the 
‘unsound leases.” Describing it as 
the ‘most alluring promotional 


scheme of the year,’ B. B. B. bul- 
letin says it is ‘one likely to cause 
much grief.’ 
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No Go on Merger, Hammons Says, 


Because He'd Be Boss or Nothing 





| 





Columbia and Educational couldn’t 
get together if they wanted to be- 
cause surrendering the baton to 
E. W. Hammons was necessary, and 
that’s the only way the short sub- 
ject major says he would figure, if 
ever, in such a merger. 

Off and on the past two years 
there have been conversations about 
this get-together, but nothing more, 
Hammons claims, This latest is just 
the rumor of some sharpshooting 
outsider who would like to enjoy 
the commission proceeds of such a 
compéiny wedding, the Educational 
president believes. 

Now the chances of the combina- 
tion are more remote than ever, 
states Hammons. Hammons con- 
siders himself a feature length as 
well as a short subject producer. 
Where two years ago it might have 
been to the benefit of Educational 
to have allied with a feature com- 
pany, the same has become mini- 
mized since then with Hammons’ 
take-over of World-Wide; especially 
since he is now in control of that 
feature company through the resig- 
nation of Joe Brandt. 


Fox Hiring 1,300 Kids 
At $1.50 Per and Lunch; 
Is New Extra Pay Low 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


New low pay for extra talent was 
reached with Fox paying $1.50 a 
day and a free lunch for 1,300 
youngsters used in mob scene for 
‘Handle With Care.’ Picture was 
originally intended for the Chaplin 
sons. 

Fox recruited the children with- 
out going to the Central Casting 
Bureau, although this clearing house 
heretofore has handled alk such 
calls. Central was not asked to sup- 
ply the kid talent, although it has 
1,200 children on its list, all under 
permit from the Board of Educa- 
tion. 

Although Central has no minimum 
for children on its list, never less 
than $3 a day has been paid these 
youthful actors, and often the day 
checks ran to $15. 

Fox engaged the children for use 
on three different days under a 
blanket permit from the Board of 
Education. Many of them were sup- 
plied by the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund, with some children of deserv- 
ing picture families among them. 
Others were from orphan institu- 
tions. 


BUFFALO'S NEW SCALES 
VAUDE OUT AFTER YRS. 


Buffalo, Nov. 28. 


Changes in Shea Publix first run 
admissions and policies in effect. 
For the first time in 40 years Buf- 
falo is left without Keith or RKO 
vaudeville. It happened when Shea 
discontinued acts at the Hip. 

At the same trme the Century 
dropped its admission to 25c ‘any- 
where, any time’ with a second run 
policy, and the Great Lakes to 40c. 
New policy for the Hip is straight 
Pictures at 25c. This leaves the 
deluxe Buffalo (65c) the only house 
in Buffalo showing at over 40c. 

It is reported that two weeks’ 
notices have been given at the Court 
Street, now being operated by Shea 
under downtown second run policy. 














Hiram Brown Undecided 





Hiram S. Brown has not as yet 
decided to go ahead on his in- 
dependent film venture, variously 
reported for some months now. 
Name of his proposed company still 
remains to be picked. 

Browr is said to be playing with 
a new idea on features for the gen- 
eral market. 


Chilling a Rib 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Vince Barnett’s efforts to rib 
a lion tamer failed when Clyde 
Beatty wouldn’t fall for the 
marathon razzing Barnett un- 
reeled while the circus man 
was working his cats at Uni- 
versal for ‘The Big Cage,’ in 
which both men will appear. 
Beatty stopped Barnett by 
inviting him into the cage to 
see if he could do better. 


CONN IS CLEAN 
WITH LOSS OF. 
$7,000,000 











Providence, Nov. 28. 

Jacob Conn’s new $900,000 Metro- 
politan theatre, which opened last 
August only to take a flop a couple 
of months later, was sold at auc- 
tion Saturday (26) for a total of 
$400 over and above mortgage and 
other obligations totalling nearly 
$500,000. John P. Beagan, attorney 
for local real estate holding com- 
pany, was the buyer. He declined 
to reveal who he acted for, but it 
is generally believed that Beagan 
purchased Conn’s holdings for 
Evangeliste Turgeon, wealthy con- 
tractor, who built the Met and also 
held the mortgage. 

Beagan also purchased Conn’s 
Olympia theatre in  Olneyville, 
which also went under the hammer 
to satisfy creditors. Beagan was 
the only bidder at either of the two 
sales, 

Conn’s financial bust took ap- 
proximately $2,000,000 in real es- 
tate and personal property away 
from him. He was unable to sal- 
vage anything. Conn is a pioneer 
picture exhibitor of this. section- 
This catastrophe leaves him clean. 

Although Beagan refuses to dis- 
cuss plans concerning the Met, it is 
generally conceeded that Turgeon 
will take a try at the show busi- 
ness, and attempt to make the the- 
atre a go. 


JANET GAYNOR-GARAT 
IN FOX’S FOREIGN FILM 


‘Her Highness Commands,’ Ufa 
picture bought recently by Fox, will 
be retitled ‘Princess at Your Order.’ 
It will be used for Janet Gaynor and 
Henri Garat, French import. 

Garat played in the French ver- 
sion of the film with Lilian Harvey. 
Fox, though having Harvey under 
contract doesn’t intend to use her 
in this picture. 

Eric von Stroheim will meg. 


Niblo-Metro Huddle 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Deal is on for Fred Niblo to re- 
turn te the Metro directing force. 
He has had several conferences with 
Louis B. Mayer. Nothing set yet. 
Niblo recently returned from Eu- 
rope. 














GINSBERG’S CUT-IN 


New Roach Contract Has Him 
Sharing Profits 








Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Henry Ginsberg, vice-president 
and production manager for Hal 
Roach, gets a percentage cut in the 
profits on a new contract going into 
effect this week. ° 

Ginsberg has been at the Roach 
studio a year in charge of produc- 


+ a 


DIRECTORS 796, 








Producers Reported Reach- 
ing Conclusions and De- 
cisions — Their Opinions 


Reported in New York 





HEAVILY OVER-MANNED 





King Crocus’ rule of Hollywood 
is close to its end. After careful 
scrutiny of prod ction, virtually ex- 
tending over the past year, an econ- 
omy mandate abolishing duplica- 
tions in jobs and a complete re- 
arrangement of production remun- 
eration now looms. 

With possibly a few exceptions in 
each class producers are coming to 
the conclusion that no staff direc- 
tor is worth over $75,000 a year and 
that the average studio staff writer 
should have a top not in excess of 
$250 weekly. The star salary at 
this time is regarded as an individ- 
ual problem, but it is thought that 
this also may be regulated in some 
not distant period because of the 
success of the interchangeable ar- 
rangement. 


There is a strong belief that stu- 
dios are varstly over-manned. In 
this respect it is expressed that 
there should be half as many di- 
rectors as there are feature pic- 
tures and that writing departments 
should have on the yearly payroll 
mainly story constructionists. . In 
the latter respect it is claimed that 
today fully 50% of the major in- 
dustry’s output is based on pub- 
lished books and plays, rather than 
originals. 

If this economic platform for the 
coast is executed, as it now shapes 
up, no directors will lose their jobs 
because a latest official survey 
shows that the total of staff mega- 
phoners for eight major companies 
is 106. This provides each director 
with two and a fraction features 
yearly, since the companies involved 
produce about 300 of the major in- 
dustry’s contribution to the screen. 
Writing staffs shape up for the 
severest part of the whittling. Those 
same companies, Metro, Fox, Para- 
mount, Warners, RKO, Universal, 
Columbia and Educational, have a 
total of 211 writers on their regu- 
lar payroll. 

263 Cameramen 

Other general figures show that 
now these companies employ stead- 
ily 263 cameramen, of which 72 are 
graded as first class with the re- 
mainder in the second and third 
category. 

That the slash in Hollywood gold 
will also include many of the lead- 
ing production executives has been 
evidenced of late. 

Hollywood’s scheduled abandon- 
ment of the big staff standard is 
making an admitted play for the 
free lance precedent. 











Stick-Up Gross Bad 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

With week-end business not 
so forte the past couple of 
weeks, stickups have laid off 
the coast picture houses. 

‘Probably clocking the busi- 
ness and realize they won't 
fare so well,” one of the cir- 
cuit managers opined. 


HOW TO RESIGN 
AND STILL 
HANG ON 


How can a film executive with a 
contract resign and then take steps 
to bring a financial settlement of 
that contract? 

Instances of this kind in the cases 
of Walter Wanger, Sidney Kent, 
Sam Katz and a host of others still 
have the greater part of the indus- 
try guessing. 

As a matter of fact, according to 
expert legal interpretation, they can 
only collect if the resignation is a 
half-way proposition. In other 
words, they don’t resign their jobs 
—they simply resign their titles. 

Trick Stuff 


According to this line of reason- 
ing the resignation situation in the 
picture business is like a bit of trick 
photography which brings the diver 
back to the springboard after he has 
hit the water. 

If the company doesn’t avail it- 
self of such services of a titleless 
employee then that employee, under 
his contract, has the right to ac- 
cept another job, and to collect, by 
settlement or suit the difference be- 
tween his old and new stipend. 


Only $8,000 for Retakes 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Yesterday (27) was. clean-up 
day on the retakes for Al Jolson’s 
‘Hallelujah I’m a Bum,’ 
Entire extra work on thespicture 
cost only in the neighborhood of 
$8,000. 





























ing the feeling is that better and 
more original work can be obtained 
by stirring up competition among 
men who are on a piece-meal basis. 

The salaries mentioned are not 
designed to affect free lancers. 
Their remuneration will be consid- 
erably higher, and the demand for 
their services will depend upon the 
manner in which they handled their 





In addition to the financial sav- 


last job. 





Orpheum's ‘Perpetual Protest’ Now 





Chicago, Nov. 28. 

George Schine, attorney for Mrs. 
Caroline Kohl and Orpheum Circuit 
stockholders, was in New York all 
last week. Mrs. Kohl herself at her 
residence on Michigan avenue was 
confined to her bed and could not 
be reached. She has been quite ill 
for several weeks, her daughter 





stated, 
Vague reports of a protest meet- 
ing of Orpheum stockholders 


against any abandonment of the 
Orpheum Circuit properties by 
RKO were heard here last week but 
could not be checked locally. One 
insider described the Orpheum 
stockholders as being in ‘perpetual 
protest’ so that another meeting for 
that purpose was in the nature of 








tion. routine. 





Routine by Stockholders—Chi Says 


. 


HERTZ BACK 


But May Make Other Trips to Par’s 
Coast Studios 





John Hertz returned to New York 
Friday (25) from a three weeks’ trip 
to the Coast. 

It is expected he will go out now 
and then to oversee production and 
progress. Purpose of first visit, in 


‘With Par’s New Corps., Other Depts. 
WRITERS AT $250 May Be Split Up—Nov. 17 Start Day 


—______ 


Under the new corporate setup 
in Paramount Publix, certain ad- 
ministrative and operating depart- 
ments may be split up among the 
various separate companies. Men- 
tioned so far among possibilities is 
the advertising-publicity division 
which was welded into one unit 
under Arthur Mayer last summer. 

Creation of four departments out 
of one, with advertising-publicity 
and any others figured for this 
move, would give distribution, for- 
eign, theatres and production their 
own individual setups. 

Other departments would not be 
cut up, among them accounting, 
real estate and legal, it is said, 

According to P-P, it was found in 
1925 when Publix Theatres was or- 
ganized that it was not economical 
to have separate legal, real estate 
and accounting departments, with 
result they were all welded into one 
to serve Paramount Publix as a 
whole. 





Each On Own 
Assets and liabilities of each ef 


|] the separate corporate units ate 


applied to them individually as #éf 
Nov. 17, with each to stand on their 
own from now on. 


Of the five distinct corporate en- 
tities Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
whose function has not been ex- 
plained up to now, is in itself a 
holding company over production 
and distribution groups, This thus 
creates a holding company within 
a holding company, since P-P as 
the parent organization is the hold- 
ing concern for all of the units. 


P-P is the direct holding com- 
pany over Publix Theatres, which 
has been a separate incorporation 
since 1925. It’s a New York in- 
corporation while the others are 
Delaware. 


SKOURAS’ TURN 
BACK FOX-W. C.? 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Unofficial report locally is that 
the Skouras Brosy may turn back 
Fox-West Coast houses to Fox, with 
Feb. 18 mentioned as date on which 
contract ends. 

The same story also says that 
Leonard Woolans, Chase banker 
representative on thig¢ Coast, has 
been informed by Chase that no 
additional funds will be available 
for F-WC, 


NO ICE FOR WATER IS 
HAYS ECONOMY IDEA 


Los Angeles, Noy. 28. 

George Borthwick, treasurer of 
the Hays organization, out here 
supposedly on vacation has become 
very busy in installing economy 
methods in the Producers Associa- 
tion office. Here over the winter, 
he instructed that no ice be used 
during the winter months for drink- 
ing water. 

Borthwick is watching telephone 
calls and also instructed’ that 
lead pencils be used down to 
the stub. Recently in New York 
he checked up on Will Hays’ tele- 
phone calls and as a result the Gen- 
eral has not been doing as much 
long distance 'phoning as hereto- 
fore. 3orthwick also checked the 
accounts of Jason Joy, who leaves 
to go with Fox Dec. 1. 














Fox Execs West 





midst of decentralization at the 
home office, was primarily to in- | 
sure the studio crowd he and the 





organization stood behind Emanue! | 
Cohen, in charge Par’s picture mak - 
ing. ‘ 


Hollywood, Noy. 28. 


Sidney R. Kent and Charles Me- 
Carthy, new director of advertising 
ind publicity for Fox, are due here 
Wednesday (30), 

They expect to remain here until 
Dec. 19. 
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Tracing Rockefellers’ Money 
Interests. Throughout Theatre 


Divisions, with RKO-RCA Stocks 


quenaieasisioone . 


Already established as a factor in 
the visual education field, current 
happenings in the film biz indicate 
that the Rockefellers may have 
thought about taking ever the whole 
amusement field from opera down. 

Although the Government consent 
decree recently promulgated in Wil- 
mington against the electrics had no 
apparent relationship to what was 
going on in New York by affiliated 
parties in the film realm, what act- 
ually happened to RCA and RKO 
looks to have been nothing more 
nor less than a shift in controlling 
interests. Instead of General Elec- 
tric and Westinghouse which must 
divest themselves of stock interests 
in RCA and RKO entirely within 
the next three years, RCA and RKO 


have as integral overlords the 
Rockefeller interests. 

Hitherto, through financial con- 
nections mostly, the Rockefellers 


have been only on the fringe of 
show biz. They have been partici- 
paters in the development of school 
room films and the so-called visual 
education for over a year. Last 
week the Rockefellers acquired 
100,000 shares of class A of the pre- 
ferred stock of RCA, besides 100,- 
000 shares of RKO common, 

Asi Getting Pushed In 

With G. E. and Westinghouse 
about to step out of RCA and RKO, 
that makes the Rockefellers the 
biggest individual stockholders in 
either RCA or RKO, excepting RCA 
with RKO. With such substantial 
stock holdings, it’s reasonable to 
assume the Rockefellers will be 
represented actively on those com- 
pany boards. 

These stocks grants to the Rocke- 
fellers by RCA and RKO were in 
return for certain lease adjustments 
granted by the Rockefellers to RKO 
and RCA on the latter’s office build- 
ing obligations in Radio City, 
amounting to nearly $10,000,000 over 
a period of 20 years. - 

The Rockefellers readjustments 
in the RCA-RKO leases amounted. 
to around 180,000 square feet of 
espace, saving the two companies 
aggregately around $500,000 an- 





CHAS. SULLIVAN ILL 


Heart Attack Will Keep Radio Exec 
In Bed for Months 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Charles Sullivan, Radio exec, con- 
fined to his home following a seri- 
ous heart attack, will be bed-ridden 
until after the first of the year, ac- 
cording to his doctors. 


While away from the studio his 
duties will be taken over by B. B. 
Kahane, Radio president, and M. J. 
Abbott, comptroller. 


Though Sullivan’s condition is 
serious it can be entirely cleared up, 
the doctors say, if he remains in 
bed a while. 


HERTZ YIELDS 
TO HAYS CODE 
ON ‘LL 


John Hertz underwent his bap- | 
tisma] at the Hays Organization 
yesterday (28), when a special ses- 
sion of the directorate was called 








member company toward a subject 


which has been ordered taboo by 


the conseus of major organization 
opinion, 


It was about ‘Diamond Lil,’ and 


when Hertz left the meeting, the 
first of the Hays sessions which he 
has attended, other directors re- 
turned to their home offices sat- | 
isfied that Hertz is 100% for keep- 
ing the industry a clean place in 
which to make money. 


‘Lil’ is out whole and in part. 


Hertz, however, was given to un- 


nually for the duration of their derstand Paramount can use Mae 


Radio City office building leases. 
Directly the 100,000 shares of 
RKO stock were acquired by the 
Metropolitan Square Corp. a Rocke- 
feller subsidiary. The RCA stock 
went to Rockefeller Centre, Inc. An- 
other link was forged not so long ago 
whexa the Rockefellers asked RKO 


West in any vehicle that does not 


border on ‘Diamond.’ There are 


plenty of themes with the ‘Lil’ at- 


mosphere which, if adroitly han- 
died, will be approved by Hays 


codeists and the censors, Hertz was 


also informed. 
The presence of Hertz at a di- 


to undertake the operation of 4/rectorial session, which is ordinarily 


theatre which the Rockefellers are 
building in Williamsburg, Va. This 
house opens about Jan. 1. It will 
be operated under the supervision 
of J. M. Brennan for RKO. This 
Williamsburg project looks more 
like a philanthropic venture for 
the Rockefellers who are rebuilding 
the town of Williamsburg, once the 
eapital of the US., in old Colonial 
design. 
Other Show Interests 

With opera, there has long been 
public discussions whether event- 
ually the Metropolitan Opera might 
move over to Radio City in Rocke- 
feller Centre. An opera house was 
one of the four theatres first in- 
tended for Rockefeller Centre. Later 
the number was cut to the current 
two. 

Financially, the Rockefellers have 
long been connected with show biz. 
When the Rockefeller bank, the 
Equitable Trust, merged with Chase 
National, Winthrop W. Aldrich, 
brother-in-law of J. D., Jr, became 
president of the merged venture. 
Chase in the controlling financial 
factor in Fox and Metro, through 
General Theatres, holding an ap- 
proximate financial interest in the 
three companes indirectly or direct- 
ly running to over $100,000,000. 


10¢ Civic Concerts Are 
Local Exhibs’ Burnup 


Winnipeg, Nov. 28. 

Inviting the general public to 
populat concerts every Saturday 
nite for a dime to two bits at the 
new 56,000 seating auditorium here 
is burning the picture men, 

The concerts are put on by the 
Board of Trade. 

At the first concert there were 
over 4,000 in attendance. The en- 
tertainers all wi es! gratis: while 
the rent of the » ling, newspaper 
space, etc., were paid for at regu- | 
Jar rates. 





as secretive as a Masonic conclave, 
suggested at first that he was an- 
swering a summons. While this 
was admitted partly true, it was 
also poigted out that Adolph Zukor, 
regular directorial representative 
for Paramount, probably wanted 
Hertz to see and hear at first 
handed things which might not be 
so apparent if received through a 
third party. 


The fact that he ‘submitted’ to the 
meeting substantiated in the opin- 
ions formed by veteran directors 
that Hertz wants to travel along 
Hoyle lines while in the business. 


When the ‘Lil’ subject was laid on 
the carpet, Hertz is credited with 
having laid the blame upon people 
within his own organization, being 
apparently unfamiliar with the 
Haysian ethics and mandates. 


Zukor, it is understood, was not a 
party to yesterday’s discussion. 
Prior to then, the ‘Diamond’ subject 
had been brought to his attention 
several times. Over a month ago 
the Hays codeists shelved the theme 
in its entirety. 

Contrary to a popular belief the 
screen rights to ‘Lil’ did not cost 
Paramount over $30,000. Every 
member-company, some time or an- 
other since the production of the 
play, considered acquiring screen 
rights, but each, it was pointed out, 
with the erception of Paramount, 
arrived at a ‘no’ because the sub- 
ject was ‘just too dirty for the 
screen,’ + 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs, James Cagney. 
Homer Croy, 

Clara Bow. 

M. D. (Doc.) Howe. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Charlie McCarthy. 








to clear up finally the attitude of a |’ 





1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 


(Week Dec. 2) 
Paramount— ‘Under Cover 
Man’ (Par). 
Capitol — ‘Prosperity’ (Met- 
ro) (2d wk). 
Strand—‘Fugitive’ (WB) (4th 


wk). 

Mayfair—‘Rockabye’ (Radio). 

Rivoli—‘If I Had a Million’ 
(Par). 

Winter Garden—‘Said Mouth- 
ful (FN) (34 wk). 

Roxy — “Too Tired to Work’ 
(Fox). 

Cameo — ‘Beneath Seas’ 
(Principal) (2d wk). 





(Week Dec. 9) 

Paramount — ‘Devil Driving’ 
(Par). 

Capitel—‘Mask of Fu Man- 
chu’ (Metro). 

Strand—‘Match King’ (WB). 

Mayfair—‘Rockabye’ (Radio) 
(2d wk). 

Rivoli—if I Had a Million’ 
(Par) (2a wk). - 

Winter Garden — ‘Central 
Park’ (WB). 





$2 Pictures 
‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) (Rialto) 
‘ 
‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par) 


(Criterion) (7). 
"Kid From Spain’ (UA) (Pal- 
ace) (3d wk). 
‘Strange Interlude’ (Metro) 
(Astor) (15th wk). 





Foreign Films 

‘Kameradscl.aft’ (Nero) (Ger- 
man) (Europa) (4th wk). 

*Yorck’ (Ufa) (German) (Lit- 
tle Carnegie) (2d week). 

‘Teilnehmen Antwortet Nicht 
(Capital) (German) (Hinden- 
berg) (29). — 


Russett Vice Mangin 


Paramount has picked Val Rus- 
sett from the Chicago Publix office 
for Paris. He'll pick himself 16 
girls in New York and go over 














within a week or two to put on the 


stage shows for the Paris Para- 
mount. He replaces Francis Man- 
gin, who held the foreign berth for 
several years, 

Russett and the giris all have 
four to six months’ papers, plus op- 
tions. 


Robson, Skipworth Up 
For ‘La Guimp’ Top Spot 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


May Robson and Alison Skip- 
worth are being considered for the 
leading part in Columbia’s ‘Ma- 
dame la Guimp.’ 


Frank Capra, scheduled to direct, 
is now on loan to Metro under a 
16-week contract to meg Wallace 
Beery’s untitled Russian story, 
start of which is indefinite owing 
to story difficulties. With ‘la 
Guimp’ only 14 weeks off, Colum- 
bia has notified Metro that its ace 
megger will not be permitted to re- 
main a single day over the agreed 
time. 





Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


CHARGES U PLAGIARISM 


Louis Stevens Makes Charges— 
Academy Will Decide 











Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Charge that Universal plagiarized 
his idea of making a picture with 
Boris Karloff under the title ‘Blue- 
beard’ has been made by Louis 
Stevens, writer, in a complaint filed 
with the Academy. 

Matter goes now to the Writers’ 
Executive committee and if cause 


jis found, the Conciliation body will 


consider the case. 

Stevens claims that he and his 
‘agent, Charles Feldman, outlined 
the story to Universal, and two 
days later the studio announced it 
would film a Bluebeard story, but 
with other writers. 


WB Stockholders’ 
Meet Dec. 12 for 
Director—Stock 


Warner stockholders will meet 
Dec. 12, at Wilmington, to elect a 
successor to the late Moe Mark on 
the Warner directorate, besides four 
additional board members whose 
terms expire currently. 

Warner home office states that 
Mark’s successor has not yet been 
selected, with indications that the 
only change in the board setup will 
be the naming of such successor. 
The board comprises 11 members. 

Stockholders will also vote on a 
proposed amendment to the com- 
pany charter which would change 
the common shares from a no-par 
value to $5 par value. 

The proposed amendment reads: 
‘The total number of shares of all 
classes of stock which the corpora- 
tion shall have authority to issue is 
7,603,107, consisting of 103,107 shares 
of preferred stock without par value 
and 7,500,000 shares of common 
stock of the par value of $5 each.’ 

This proposed amendment is to 
Article IV of the company charter 
which reads presently: “The total 
number of shares.of capital stock 
that may be issued by the corpora- 
tion is 17,603,107 shares without 
nominal or par value, consisting of 
103,107 shares of preferred stock 
and 7,500,000 shares of common 
stock. Each share of common stock 
without par value previously issued 
is hereby changed or split into two 
shares of such common stock with- 
out par value.’ 














Flu Floors 28 Film Flock : 





Eight Pictures Retarded—Stars Included 
Among the III 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Three productions are being held 
up because of the flu epidemic, five 
have resumed, 16 picture people are 
down with the illness and 12 have 
recuperated enough to return to 
work. 

Tom Mix has pneumonia, accord- 
ing to his doctor, and “Terror Trail,’ 
his Universal picture is being held 
up. 

Condition of Tom Tyler has de- 
veloped into pneumonia and work 
on ‘Clancy of the Mounted,’ Uni- 
versal serial, has been halted until 
he returns. This will set back Bur- 
ton King’s production of ‘When a 
Man Rides Alone,’ which stars Tyler. 
Jacqueline Wells, opposite Tyler in 
‘Clancy,’ has recovered from her flu 
siege. 

Productions which were held up, 
but have now resumed are Para- 
mount’s ‘No Man of Her Own,’ which 
was halted due to the illness of 
both Clark Gable and Carole Lom- 
bard; ‘Destination Unknown’ at be- 
cause of Tay Garnett and Pat 
O’Brien; “They Had to Get Married’ 
U, with Zasu Pits responsible; ‘The 
Sucker,’ because of Douglas -Fair- 





banks, Jr.’s influenza; and ‘Blondie 
Johnson,’ also WB, with Joan Blon- 
dell on the sick list. Universal is 
shooting around Gloria Stuart on 
‘Private Jones,’ because of the lead- 
ing women’s illness, 

Winnie Sheehan is suffering from 
a severe cold and the following have 
been tabbed by their doctors as flu 
victims: George Landy, Ralph Like, 
William Dieterle, Albert Ray, John 
Goodrich, Claudie Morgan, J. J. 
Sullivan of Fox West Coast, and 
George Cohen of Loeb, Walker and 
Loeb. 

Those who have recovered are: 
Bob Collier of F-WC, Samuel Bar- 
rymore Colt; Ralph Blum, Jimmy 
Townsend, and Jack Votion, latter 
three with Joyce-Selznick. 

Bryce Kennedy, manager of Fan- 
chon & Marco’s ‘Girl Trouble’ unit, 
is at the California hospital, re- 
covering from pneumonia, Keith 
Weeks is at the Cedars of Lebanon 
for treatment for bruises suffered in 
a fall. 

Wils6én Mizner has passed the 
crisis of an illness that came as an 
after effect of his recent pneumonia 





attack, 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printeg 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


+ 





Stahl Back e 
J. M. Stahl in Hollywood afteg 
several months of story prepara 


tion on ‘Only Yesterday’ in New 
York. Accompanied here by Wil. 
liam Hurlburt, who will dialog, 


‘Yesterday’ goes in production Deg, 
1 at Universal. 

Irving Willat and cameraman, 
Glen Kershner, also back at U from 
Tahiti, where they shot atmosphere 
for ‘Black Pearl.’ 





Mae Clarke reported okay after 
Dr. Stanley Immerman removed ape 
pendix at Cedars of Lebanon hose 
pital ‘ 





Owen Moore back to screen in 
Mae West’s ‘Ruby Red’ at Par, cute 
ting short a vaude.tour. 





Hughes Collaborating 
Llewellyn Hughes is collaborating 
with Bogart Rogers on John Monk 
Saunders’ ‘Eagle and the Hawk’ at 
Paramount. It’s a Gary Coopers 
George Raft picture, 
Cortez:in ‘Express’ 
Ricardo Cortez spotted in 
versal’s ‘Exile Express.’ 
for James Cruze to meg. 


Unie 
Negoiating 





Actors Get House 
D. Aubrey Smith and A. E. Anson, 
English actors, were given possege 
sion of a building in Hawthorne, 
Calif.. when James W. Fuller dee 
faulted. on a $2,500 note. 





Paramount has dusted off ‘Dead 
Reckoning’ and assigned Harvey 
Thew and Manny Seff to the task 
of readapting. 





Ginger Rogers on Stage 
Ginger Rogers was booked into 
the State, Long Beach, for per- 
sonals when business on Radio’s ‘13 
Women’ went sour. “i 
q 





Young’s Musical y 

Felix Young, abandoning his ine 
tention to produce independent pice 
tures, is now planning a musica] 
revue, ; 


‘ 





Paramount (Downtown) switches 
its opening day from Thursdays to 
Saturdays starting Dec. 3. This ale 
lows a run of nine days for ‘If I 
Had a Million.’ 





Expecting to put over a deal with 
Wheeler and Woolsey for a return 
to the lot, Radio has borrowed Joe 
Mankiewicz from Paramount tod 
write a story for the team. 





Fox is trying to buy rights of 
Rafael Sabatini’s ‘Scaramouche’ 
from Metro. If deal goes through 
film will be made in English, 
French and Spanish, 





Goidwyn’s Shavian Urge 
Sam Goldwyn has cabled George 
Bernard Shaw for his film price on 
‘Captain Brassbound’s Conversion.’ 





Radio has called off prospective 
production of Ernest Hemingway’s 
‘Sun Also Rises,’ and is offering the 
book for sale to other studios. 





Frankie Bailey’s Chance 
Frankie Bailey, famous for her 
legs in the Weber and Fields days, 
is up for a part in Paramount’s 
‘Ruby Red,’ the Mae West picture, 





James Cruze will direct the third 
of Jesse Lasky’s series at Fox, 
Scheduled to do the first, ‘Zoo in 
Budapest,’ he is delayed on ‘“Tars 
and Feathers, J. I. Schnitzer film. 





Finishing ‘Rasputin’ after 21 
weeks, Metro finds itself with 255,. 
000 feet of film to be cut to less 
than 9,000 feet. 





Nathan Asch, son of Solomon 
Asch, joins Metro’s writing staff to 
write an original. 





New associate-producer contract 
of James K. McGuinness at Colume- 
bia calls for a 30-days’ notice of 
termination by either party. 





Another for Truex 
Ernest Truex, being brought here 
by Metro for ‘Whistling in the Dark,’ 
will stay to do the husband part in 
Jesse Lasky’s ‘Warrior’s Husband’ 





Van Every Gets a Contract 
After a year at Universal on a 
week-to-week basis, Dak Van 
Every, associate scenario editor, 
gets a 12-month contract. 





Par Contracts Standing 
Sir Guy Standing, English actor, 
has been given a term contract by 
Paramount. He’s due here in two 





weeks, 
McGowan’s Trio 
Kenneth McGowan, who resigned 
the post of story editor at Radio to 
become an associate producer, will 
handle ‘Topaze,’ starring John Bar- 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Playing Names on Percentage 





There is no way to determine proper value of a name attraction to a 
variety theatre excepting to play the name on percentage. If the house 
or office wishes to give a guarantee and a percentage split over a cer- 
tain amount of gross, that may be a satisfactory substitute but the true 
way is straight percentage. 





The only proper odds the betting public on a racetrack is positive 
about are those made by the pari-mutuel machines. In those machines 
the money goes in one box and is allocated according to the betting will 
of the public. There can be no dispute or contradiction as to the horse 
or horses they favored and their prices are accurate because of the 
larger share of money bet on them. 





In the same way but in another manner the public patronizing the 
picture theatres would denote their favorites on the stage by the money 
they pay to see them at the boxoffice. There can be no possible objec- 
tion to a name attraction submitting to the percentage plan. If his 
name has any value to a theatre he should be as happy as the theatre 
to find out what that value is. The name knows it is receiving a large 


flat salary to help the boxoffice, but often neither the name nor the 
salary does it. Like the name attraction only recently dying in Brooklyn 
when receiving a flat salary of $6,000 a week and offering as an alibi, 
‘the picture was rotten.’ 





Another case and point is Maurice Chevalier, lately remaining two 
weeks at the Paramount, New York, at a guarantee of $12,000 and a split 
over a certain gross, probably $65,000. Although reported the first week 


Chevalier did $62,000 with ‘Evenings For Sale’ on the screen at the 
Paramount, that first week’s gross was probably closer to $55,000. The 
holdover week with ‘Dangerous Game’ as the picture, Chevalier did a 
pretty low $40,000 for that house. Do you think Chevalier as a $12,000 
stage name and doing two successive weekly flops like that for the 
company he is working for in pictures offered to return any of his salary 
to the Paramount theatre? In your hat! Here’s a name from France 
where he was a popular figure on the musical stage, coming to America 
and appearing in pictures for Paramount. He has made more money 
since in America than he had made or could ever make during his life- 
time in France. And yet in this day with the show business starving to 
death and this name Chevalier hoarding the money Paramount pays 
him, demands and receives a guarantee of $12,000 weekly to die twice 
at the boxoffice of the Paramount theatre, New York, where an ordinary 
week, without a $12,000 stage flop, is a $50,000 gross. 


This is no particular slam against Chevalier. He's probably no dif- 
ferent than any other actor who wants money. But it’s the example of 
percentage. A_ straight percentage with Chevalier, and Paramount 
would have known exactly what he is worth at the boxoffice. Of course 
if the Paramount stage booking office is content to pay guarantees like 
that merely for billing purposes and to have a headline name in their 
advertisements, that’s the’> own business, for with their money they 
may do as they please. 


But the variety stage show business can’t live at the salaries and the 
guarantees being paid current name attractions. Because Loew pays 
$20,000 for a stage show at the Capitol, New York, doesn’t mean at all 
the Capitol is getting value out of that stage show. With the Loew idea 
and style of advertising a $20,000 show, instead it seems to indicate 
that the Capitol has a bad picture for the week. Or the other hand if 
the Capitol has a good picture for the week, the advertising for that 
week will bear most heavily on the picture and lightly on the stage show. 
In this way the theatre advertising becomes a tip-off to the reading 
public. They know which is the best that week, the stage show or the 
picture, according to the display in the advertising copy. For Loew 
such shows are expensive in other ways. In order to secure certaim 
turns for the Capitol they must be held there for over one week or 
given more than one week to be played in the Loew's other houses, 
mostly around New York, making the Loew neighborhood stage shows 
also expensive. 


The reflection of these big shows on Broadway to the rest of the 
country leaves a bad impression, Everything locally in the variety way 
looks foolish alongside the heavy salaried shows in the Broadway houses. 
And so in time vaudeville perishes. And so in time if variety theatres 
believe they can play and pay these kind of shows they will perish too. 


It might be unfair to set a price where the flat salary should end and 
percentage commence for a name attraction. Likewise it is difficult 
when three, four or six headline names appear on one bill to insist that 
any or all play percentage for that week. But if these names had played 
percentage when they were sole headliners in other houses, their value 
would have been established surely for a flat salary when a flat salary 
must be paid them. 





Or what protection has the other circuits when a name attraction at 
$7,000 a week recently stopped drawing over night on one circuit? That 
circuit hasn’t informed the other circuits. It hasn’t informed anyone, 
not even ‘Variety,’ to protect the other circuits against the name that 
developed such a freak loss of draw in such an unaccountable manner 
within 24 hours. 

i 

Where the flat salary for a name is enough to make the booking office 
or manager deliberate whether to make that booking and chance that 
amount of salary upon an unknown prospect for the house it is going 
to play, that is the time to talk percentage with a name. If all the 
circuits agreed upon percentage and insisted upon it,, every circuit 
would be protected with every name. The name could not complain 
because it would be securing every dollar it was worth to the theatre’s 
boxoffice. 





One negative from a manager here and there on percentage is that 
he doesn’t want an actor as a partner: that he won’t show any actor his 
boxoffice statement. That is not sound. He has a partner for a week 
Only and the gross of a variety theatre is no particular secret anyway. 
There are too many people who are interested in and know about every 
theatre. On the actor’s part he says if he plays on percentage a man- 
agerial chisel goes with it! That the manager will set the overhead at 
such a figure the name has no chance of running beyond it. That has 
been true in part in the past. Some oversmart offices and managers 
have tried that kind of business with names. They bulked holiday and 
weekend grosses to get the week’s average. The fault has been with 
the representative of the names. Perhaps the actors didn’t know the 
tricks but their agents should have known. And with the better houses 
and circuits now there would be no such disposition. The boxoffice is 
too hungry. Everybody wants to do business, 


And the safest way for the theatre and the name te do business and 
both live the longest, is on percentage. 





‘CAVALCADE’ OVER MILLION 


Fox English Spectacle Film Reaches 
$1,250,000 in Cost 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

‘Cavalcade,’ finishing at Fox last 
Friday with the exception of re- 
takes on processed footage, will 
have $1,250,000 on the nut before 
release. 

Original budget called for $1,126,- 
000. This was later trimmed to 
around a million before starting. 
In production, it ran more expen- 
sive in some spots than anticipated 
despite the finishing on time and a 
break .on the weather. 

Cast part of the picture occupied 
45 days. Process stuff still to be 
made is in connection with scenes 
of the sinking of the ‘Titanic.’ 


RKO EDITING 
TRANSLUX REEL 


Commencing Saturday (26) the 
newsreel program at the two New 
York Translux theatres is under the 
editorial supervision of RKO, 
handled directly by Major Thomp- 
son. Up to that date Pathe assem- 
bled the program. 

Prior to then, Pathe got the big- 
gest break in the program, cutting 
the contributions of its competitors, 
Universal and Paramount, down to 
a minimum. 

Thompson has restored the Uni- 
versal master title which some time 
ago had been dropped by the 
original compilers of the program. 


‘Son-Daughter’ Retakes 
By Metro After Preview 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Following a preview, ‘Son-Daugh- 
ter,’ to co-star Helen Hayes and 
Ramon Novarro, goes back for re- 
takes and an all-around buildup 
Metro execs feeling that they have 
in the present footage the nucleus 
of an outstanding picture. 

Clarence Brown, who directed, will 
handle the retakes. They will be 
confined mostly to two sequences. 
There'll also be some remedies on 
the sound end. 


Feting Wobber 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
More than 20 important theatre 
and film executives leave here to- 
morrow (29), to attend the testi- 
monial dinner for Herman Wob- 
ber in San Francisco. 























‘Encore’ at Plymouth? 


Looks like Arthur Hopkins will 
have to use his Plymouth, New 
York, for Ethel Barrymore in ‘En- 
core.’ 

Miss Barrymore won't be able to 
get into her name house because it 
will be occupied by the Wiman and 
Weatherly musical ‘Gay Divorce.’ 





At least not for the time being. 


Loew's Votes Regular 50c Quarter; 
Year’s Profit at $480 on Common; 


Stocks Still Dull Near Old Lows 








> a 
Yesterday’s Prices By AL GREASON 
—_—~ Loew’s directors yesterday (Mon) 
Net ‘ . — arin £0 co 
Sales. High. Low.Last.chge voted the regular quarterly 50 cent 
100 Con. F. pf. 7 7 4 dividend at a meeting held after the 
1,400 East. K... 52 50% Sl — 4% 
400 Fox F..... 2% 2% -22— 's close of the market. Board heard 
9,200 Gen. Elec. 15% 14% 15% + 4% 
1.900 Loew's ... 22% 22% 22% + 7% ef }|and approved the annual statement 
1,900 Par-P .... 3 2% 8 : ; 
2300 RCA ..... 6 5% 5%+ % which showed net for the fiscal year 
: VA . @ae +9 
i -- gs Sake fi in 12 a to the end of August at $4.80 per 
9,200 — 2542 26% +14 share of common, slightly more 
$3,000 Gen. Thr... 2% 2% 2% than the preliminary estimates from 
1,000 Loew's ... 81 81 81 .% ’ ae 
2000 Par-F-L .. 19% 18% 19% + % unofficial sources. 
5,000 Par-P .... 19% 19 19% + \% . a r a 
sh On’ a Oe Report was that the question of 
6,000 W, “ey so 18% 18%— % paying an extra, which usually 
ur : 
100 Trans-L .. 1% 1% 1% comes up at this seasén, was not 
* Volume and prices to 2.30, discussed. 
In the day’s trading there was 








evidence of leisurely covering in 
Loew's, which opened fractionally 


> . 
Gov't Preparing for 
+ ° up over the week-end. Dealings 
Trial Against Film were on a minor scale, but prices 
e were generally steady, closing at 
Co.—Sold Catholics 22%, the best of the day. 


Otherwise, the Monday session 
was devoid of feature ri re- 

The Government's suit against | ments. Leading gree eg preci 
National Diversified Screen Corp. 0n | helg to a narrow range, ruling frac- 
charge of fraud and misrepresenta- | tionally better, but not enough to 
tion, and specifically on the allega- | constitute a tendency in view of the 
tion of using the mails to defraud, | gays yolume of a scant half million 
comes to trial Dec. 5. The GoOv-| shares. There was some encourage- 
ernment, among its other evidence, | ment in the fact that prices held on 
is interviewing the trade press, and an even keel, despite a break in th 
other publications, to establish a British pound to $3.17% at ti ‘ 
systematic plan of allegedly false/,), ai-time record low mites dis. 
dissemination of publicity that not-| josition for wheat to seek i htly 
able clerics and a were | lower levels ow. 
mixed up in the project. : 

This came about through sundry eee or eee nye niger in 
printed reports that Mike Meehan, tions of any significance ; se 
Eddie Dowling, Cardinal Hayes,| ing seemed to come inio paca bm 
Cardinal O'Connell, et al., were @C-| Daramount 6's, which were carried 
tively concerned. As a result, many to a slight premium over the n 
Catholics were induced to buy stock 5% liens getting the two eeaae 
in National Diversified. somewhat more into normal li a 

Complaints came into the U. S. , _ 
Attorney's office in New York that Stocks on Triple Bottom 
stories in ‘Variety’ and elsewhere Called upon to stand a new shock 
had lent credence to these people » Raege Fwrepe Paw Bo ig in the for- 
being financially involved. : sstuation, the stock mar- 

i dvctenel that Sono-Art for|*et save way sharply last week, 


’ t i 
which company Eddie Dowling made —. x mote han Bie ne a a 


a picture, and of which outfit movement carri 

George W. Weeks was president,| what amounts to's tntple atv - 
was only remotely related to Na-| about the same level where support 
tional Diversified. Meehan’s name | appeared Oct. 10 and again on Nov. 
came into it through Dowling’s|3 at which latter point began the 
friendship. These people are not| mild recovery that lasted through 
involved in the investigations. Election day. 

The Government is proceeding Now the list is once more on the 
against 12 defendants, with As- so-called ‘floor’ of the trading range 
sistant U. S. Attorney Finnegan| that has prevailed since early Octo- 
® seyiting for the U. S. ber. If it should break through on 


the down side, the Street would re- 
Honor for Grauman 





gard that as a danger signal, sug- 
gesting that a new resistence level 
would have to be established, prob- 
ably some distance down. There is 
28. not the usual compensating pros- 

pect of an improved tone for the 





Los Angeles, Nov. 
Sid Grauman’s 30 years in the} - ‘ 
uture if , 
show business will be celebrated for ce Mg Bron, no Sole ———, 
a month at the Loew’s State, the/the opinion of the Street a rally 
Unitea Artists and the Pantages. at this time, with the prevailing 
Starts at the three theatres coin- | uncertainty over the debt, probably 
cident with the opening of Clara|/ would mean nothing but a narrow 
Bow’s ‘Call Her Savage,’ at the] and fairly steady market until the 
Loew State. first of the year at least. 





Warners Bank On 


its outlook for only narrow specu- 
lative gains balanced against proba- 
bilities of larger losses, tended to 
increase the apathy of the trading 
element. Last week was a succes- 


Such a situation, of course, with 
AT&T's Loyalty 


severe decline. 


. ° e sion of extremely dull sessions with 
the single exception of Wednesday 
0 , er C oves 00 when volume increased on that day's 


Picture stocks did poorly in rela- 





v 


Even if Warners win all the gold 
in ERPI coffers, through the two 
actions in which it is a party plain- 
tiff with Duovac and General Talk- 
ing Pictures, it will continue its 
four-year-old arbitration with the 
expectancy that American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph will make up 
the difference. 

‘A T and T can’t allow its own 
grandchild to go busted,’ commented 
a Warner executive actively partici- 
pating in both the Wilmington and 
star-chamber proceedings against 
ERPI. - 

A decision in the application to 
restrain ERPI from exacting service 
charges and dictating equipment 
parts costs is expected any day now. 
Immediately after that the major 
proceeding, that of having the ERPI 
exhibitor license set aside as illega! 
in construction, will be started. 

Cessation of the government's in- 
vestigation into the alleged electric 
relationship has given the action in 
which Warners are the chief ag- 
gressors a road sufficiently opened 
to have everything settled one way 
or the other shortly after Christmas. 





tion even to the weak general in- 
dustrial list, with special weakness 
in Loew's which appeared on the 


ZUKOR ALOOF 
tape in sizable blocks at steadily 


No Interviews for Newspaper Men— prey me prices. —- 4 stood 
: 7 out in its grou n I 
Preparing to Testify depression ported ia its sealiey be 
continue steadily in black ink. Only 
Adolph Zukor has closed himself | ® f€W weeks ago an estimate of its 
income for the fiscal year to the end 
in from the outside world, particu-|of last August credited the com- 
larly the newspaper world. He has| Pany with Ae — to et $4.50, 
: or once and a half times its regue 
ordered his secretarial staff to make | jar dividend on the common. 
no appointments of any nature ex- : Then came Street reports of a 
, - a oanker audit and to clear up that 
cept those pertaining directly to point the company made the frank 
Paramount. He is reported having] statement that an accounting firm 
most of his time scheduled for John | ad been called in to advise on a 
; _, | new system of amortizing film. It 
Hertz since the latter’s return Fri-| was this apparently trivial incident 
day (25). that seemingly brought on last 
"20 's oak, T vi , > = 
Other than that he {s holding him-| tieq" the price level into new ‘low 
self in readiness to appear as chief} ground close to 21 compared to the 
witness for Paramount in various bottom on the retreat until then 
litigation, particularly the $5,000,000 of 23%. : we : 
suit brought agatnst Paramount : bb Pome bing poryrwl i‘ oo group 
ward Quittner, the former exhibitor’ 4 the old line of resistance, was 
who claims he was driven out of taken as a particularly unfavorable 
business in Middletown, N. Yq by, sign by the chart readers. The spee 
the two defendants, (Continued on page 24) 
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Holiday Helps L. A, but Quickly 
Eases Off: ‘Holmes, “Match, in 2 
Houses, Weak 176 and 15G; Par 176 





Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Thanksgiving Day was a boon to 
the local box offices. However, only 
to the extent in most instances that 
they did the equivalent of an aver- 
age weekday of a few years ago, but 
no sensational business. Matinees 
in all of the houses were shot by the 
torrid weather and outdoor opposi- 
tion. But with early turkey gob- 
bling, folks got out at night and 
the theatres were helped consider- 
ably. 

‘Kid from Spain’ got off Nov. 22 
at the Western to a $5 start and a 
take of around $6,000, but no sensa- 
tion. The second day with around 
$2,000 at $1.60 top. 

‘If 1 Had a Million’ at Paramount 
started off as the leader of the cur- 
rent crop at the regular run houses 
being plenty ahead of the State, 


where ‘Tess of the Storm Country’ 
had rather a poor start. ‘Lifetime’ 
got off to one of those midnite 
shows with $1 tariff Wednesday at 
the Criterion, but otherwise not so 
healthy. 

‘Three on a Match’ at Hollywood 
and Downtown showed’ little fire 
for its opening. ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
at U. A. and Pantages rather thin 
skein so far as draw concerned, with 
the augmenting of Buddy Rogers 
and band to the F&M stage show 
not helping matter any at the U. A. 

‘Maedchen in Uniform’ at a $1.65 
try in the legit Belasco started to- 
day and looks as though it were 
hidden away in a corner of the earth 
so far as advance sale was con- 
cerned. 

‘Conquerors’ was stimulant to the 
RKO, starting off with an opening 
day take that was 50% of the 
amount realized by the house the 
week previous. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belasco (1,103; 55-$1.65)—'Maed- 
chen in Uniform’ (Krimsky). Going 
.nto legit house which is thoroughly 
established in that branch finds 
tough battle ahead. Opening was 
quite papery, with some of the pic. 
mob on hand. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 25-55)— 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U). Starting 
off to $600 special midnite show, 
take subsequently not so hot for the 
pic, which had hard time in getting 
local birth. May hit $4,800, blah. 
Last week ‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
pretty poor trade at little less than 
$3,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
—'3 on a Match’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Not so hotsy totsy, and lucky 
to have holiday start. Should get 
around $7,000, fair. Last week ‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN) okay $10,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘3 0n a Match’ (FN). Little excite- 
ment over this one; poor $7,400. 
Last week ‘You Said a Mouthful’ 
oke at around $12,800. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-65)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and stage 
show. No b. o. magnet at all. Will 
do around $7,000, but still have the 
house a bit in the red. Last week 
‘Faithless’ (MG) proved its name 
by only drawing $7,100. 

Paramount (Publix) 
$1.10)—‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) 
and stage show. Much better pace 
than house has had in over a month. 
Should get fairly ‘long’ week of nine 
days with $17,000. Openings now 
switched to Sat. starting Dec. 3. 
Last week ‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) 
brutal b.o. response of less than 


(3,595; 35- 


$10,000. 
RKO (2,950; 25-55)— ‘The Con- 
querors’ (RKO). Started out to 


take this house out of its lethargic 
state with initial day take of $2,100, 
and should get around $9,500, very 
good. Last week ‘Old Dark House’ 
(U) just too bad for house and pic 
in take of only $4,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65) 
—‘Tess of the Storm Country’ (Fox). 
Looks as though the Gaynor-Farrell 
combo are shot as far as this pic is 
concerned locally. Opening poor 
and Thanksgiving day bad, with 
only possibly $9,500. Last week 
‘Prosperity’ (MG) for final six days 
of second week holdover $8,500 
n.s.h. 

United Artists (Fox) (2,100; £5- 
65)—‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Buddy Rogers added to 
stage show with band that no doubt 
is helping; may be fair at around 
$10,300. Last week ‘Faithless’ (MG) 
very tough sledding to get $8,700. 
which is quite bit of red for house 
which Sid Grauman is supervising. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 55-$1.10)— 
‘The Kid from Spain’ (UA). Had 
class mob for $5 start, and claimed 
around $6,000 starter, with second 
day off and third day around $3,000, 
which might bring opening week to 

around $20,000. Pic 
four weeks. 





Biz Oke, but Scales Down 
‘Tacoma B. O.’s Read Mild 


Tacoma, Nov. 28. 

Holiday openings helped’ the 
downtown first run houses this 
wpek. Blue Mouse continues only 
full week run in town, with the 
three other houses bunched along 
Tacoma’s only ‘white way’ showing 
plenty of electric lights on the out- 
side and fair division of seats on 
inside, vsing two and three changes 
per week. 

Prices down all around with 
Broadway only house to get above 
two bits, getting top of 40c. This 
week for two days with ‘Georgia 
Minstrels,’ top is 55c. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (RWC) (1,400; 25-40- 
55)—‘He Learned About Women’ 
(Par) for two days, with Georgia 
Mnistrels, then ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) 
for five days, house being on new 
policy booking of 2 and 5. Should 
reach big $4,500. Last week ‘Tess’ 
(Fox) fair at $2,800. 

Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
300; 15-25)—‘Crooner’ (FN), ‘The 
Stoker’ (Mascot), and ‘Silver Lining’ 
(UA), three-way split. Same as 
last week’s ‘The Last Man’ (Col), 
‘Guilty or Not Guilty’ (Shef), split, 
$3,200, fair. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25)— 
‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN). Fair 
$1,600. Last week ‘They Call It Sin’ 
(FN) just a bad $1,200. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox), ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ (M-G), and ‘13 Women’ 
(Rad) in three-way split. Fair $1,- 
800. Last week ‘Faithless’ (M-G), 
‘Airmail’ (RKO), and ‘Golden West’ 
(Fox), slow at $1,350. 


Darkening Portland’s 
3,000-Seat Paramount 
Helps All the Others 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 28. 

RKO Orpheum exploiting Golden 
Jubilee and getting extra biz, but 
$4,000 on ‘Conquerors’ nothing to 
brag about. 

Closing of the 3,000 seater Para- 
mount helped grosses all over 
town. Broadway exploited F&M’s 
‘Whoopee’ for opening week of stage 
units and clicked in a big way. Pic- 











ture was ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par). 
Broadway this week has ‘Tess of 
the Storm Country’ (Fox) and 


getting okay results. 

Thanksgiving holiday also got ex- 
tra biz for most houses. 

Hamrick’s Oriental doing well this 
week with ‘I’m a Fugitive,’ after 
average results last week with 
‘Night Mayor.’ 

Taylor St. legit stock got atten- 
tion with cast of 45, doing ‘Street 
Scene,’ and nice biz for legit stock 
in this burg. 

Parker readjusted admish prices 
in several houses. Broadway with 
stage units upped nite admish from 
55c to 65c. United Artists, with 
new two-week run policy whenever 
possible, upped admish from 35c to 
55e top. Extended runs from the 
Broadway go to the Hollywood for 
second weeks at 25c top. Parker 
policy is to tie in all houses closer, 
now that the Paramount is dark. 
Figure second week of first run pic- 
tures at the Hollywood won’t hurt 
first weeks at the Broadway. 

‘Prosperity’ clicking in a big way 
at the United Artists and held over. 

Estimates For This Week 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-65)—‘Tess of the Storm Coun- 
try’ (Fox) with F & M stage unit. 
Going nicely for good $11,000. Last 
week ‘Whoopee’ stage unit got big 
results. Picture was ‘Hot Satur- 
day’ (Par), grossing $9,400. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Conquerors’ (Radio). Unlikely to 
top $4,000, oke. Last week ‘Old 
Dark House’ (U) $3,900. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) 
(1,000; 25-55)—Prosperity’ (MG). 
Going in its second week and nice 
results up to possible $5,000, oke. 
First week $7,500. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Fugitive’ (WB). Getting atten- 
tion and should click for okay week 
around $5,000. Last week ‘Night 
Mayor (Col) did fairly around 

3.700. 

Hollywood (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25)—'Red Dust’ (MG). In second 





spotted for} 


week after first at the Paramount, 
looks good for okay $3,200. Last 
week ‘Too Lazy to Work’ (Fox) 
| second week, $2,900, nice. 


LINCOLN LOPES 


No Seasonal Slump Yet—‘Tess’ at 
$3,000 Is Top Money 


Lincoln, Neb., Nov 28. 

College reopening after the 
Thanksgiving rest period should 
quicken biz. 

Christmas shopping and general 
dullness of that season hasn’t begun 
to show itself very strongly yet, but 
increase in holiday decoration may 
soon begin to send the dough that 
way. 

Stuart will maintain the top, as 
usual, this week, showing ‘Tess of 
the Storm Country.’ Lincoln will 
run close, with a bucketful of favs 
in ‘If I Had a Million.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Publix) (750; 10-15-20) 
—‘Wild Horse Mesa’ (Par). Should 
go strong with the crowd and kids 
to $850. Last week, first half, ‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ (MG) and last half, 
‘Secrets of French Police’ (Radio) 
closed average at $750. 

Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-25-40) 
—lIf I Had a Million’ (Par). Good 
for nice $2,600. Last week ‘Con- 
querors’ (Radio) played up strong 
on the Nebraska angle, held for an 
excellent week at $2,700. 








Orpheum (Publix) (1.200; 10-20- 
30)—‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) first 
half and ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) sec- 


ond half. Look strong for $1,200. 
Last week ‘Crusoe’ (UA) went very 
well to $1,150. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-25-35)— 
‘Afraid to Talk’ (U). Should take 
nice $1,500. Last week ‘Air Mail’ 
(U) did better than expected at 
$1,600. 

Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Tess’ (Fox). Gaynor-Far- 
rell should draw around $3,000. Last 
week ‘Prosperity’ (MG) had a couple 
of sellout matinees and held strong 
on $3,100. 


Capital Happy 
At Oke Grosses; 


Bow's Big $26,000 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

Everybody happy this week with 
holiday pulling the tail end of last 
week into money and starting all 
houses off to biggest openings in 
month. Two big Loew houses aim- 
ing to shatter records with Clara 
Bow forcing Fox to shut up b. o. for 
45 minutes on opening afternoon. If 
show holds up, it’ll hit a nice $26,000. 
Palace goes into second week of 
‘Prosperity’ with second Friday 
slightly bigger than opening day. 
Town was plastered with ballyhoo 
and there’s possibility of first three- 
week run under straight pix policy. 
Earle, playing Joe E. Brown, sure- 
fire favorite here, and hillbilly stage 
drawing suburbans, is cleaning up 
with hopes for $20,000. 
Keith’s and Rialto went in for 
plenty of exploitation and will pull 
out of a four-week slump. Hardie 
Meakin filled half windows in town 
with tie-ups showing progress of 
industry with billing ‘You Can’t 
Hold America Down’ to draw ’em 
into ‘The Conquerors.’ 

Nice hook-up with ‘Post’ on slo- 
gan contest, using William Tyler 
Page, American’s Creed author, will 
help out RKO house, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-30-40-50- 
60-70) —‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) 
and vaude. Joe E. Brown getting 
nice $20,000. Last week ‘Trouble in 
Paradise’ did $17,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-50-70)— 
‘Prosperity’ (MG). In second week 
and may hit $15,000. Last week 
soared to $19,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-85- 
60)—‘The Conquerors’ (RKO). Plen- 
ty of substantial exploiting should 
get seven out of 10 days $8,500. Last 
week three days of ‘Conquerors’ 
helped ‘Most Dangerous Game’ to 
$8,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 
‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Bow and good stage bill will chalk 
up $26,000. Last week ‘Too Busy to 
Work’ ran up $25,600. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-35-50)—‘Air 
Mail’ (U). Ballyhoo will make $6,000 
for seven days out of eight. Last 
week opening of ‘Mail’ and Thanks- 
giving midnight show saved ‘Afraid 
to Talk’ (U), $5,000. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-35-50-70)-—- 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (WB). Seven 
days of of eight should see $7,000. 
Last week-end of 15 days of ‘Fugi- 
tive’ (FN) and one day of ‘Cotton’ 
got $5,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
40)—‘Golden West’ (Fox). With 
Chaplin revival figuring in Family 
Week billing will make $3,600. Last 
week ‘Payment Deferred’ (Fox) 
dropped to $2,500. 








Trell’s Metro Original 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Max Trell, author of ‘Lawyer 
Man,’ is at Metro to write an orig- 
inal. 
Was last at Universal. 





Philly Sluggish; Masthaum’'s Finale ; 
With Divorcement, 306; Bow, 256 


. 








Double-Billing Albee, 
B’klyn, Helps, $25,000 


Brooklyn, Nov. 28. 


Plenty of interesting things hap- 
pening in this part of the town. 
Paramount is billing Maurice Che- 
valier in person, above the weak 
flicker, ‘False Faces’ (Par) and 
should bring in at least $40,000, 
which, however, is a little under ex- 
pectations. 

The Metropolitan is doing good 
business with the Marie Dressler 
flicker, ‘Prosperity,’ mighty fine for 
$35,000. May be held over a second 
week. 

Albee for the first time is giving 
out double features, ‘Goona-Goona’ 
and ‘Old Dark House’; figured for a 
good enuf $25,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—False Faces’ (Par) and stage 
show. Maurice Chevalier bringing 
in crowd. Business around $40,000, 
not as good as anticipated. Last 
week, ‘Most Dangerous Game’ (Ra- 
dio) got raves from the scribes, but 
only a feeble $18,500 on six days, 
which may have been due to the 
title. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Tess of 
the Storm Country’ (Fox) and stage 
show featuring Johnny Burke. Gay- 
nor-Farrell pic getting a good break 
and may box office $20,000, fine for 
this ailing house. Last week, ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox) a cruel $12,000. 

Albee (RKO) (3;500; 25-35-65-75) 
—Goona-Goona’ and ‘Old Dark 
House’ (U) and the Havana Casino 
Orchestra heading the vaude. The 
Bali pic is featured above the Hol- 
lywood product, and $25,000 will be 
okay. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(Radio) $23,000. 

Metropolitan (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50-65)—‘Prosperity’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Dressler picture getting 
grand attendance and should rise 
to an easy $35,000. Possible hold 
over. Last week ‘Faithless’ (M-G, 
$23,400. 

Strand (2,200; 25-35-50-65)—‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (WB). Mild at 
$12,000. Last week ‘Scarlet Dawn’ 
(WB) $10,500, not so good. 


Lotsa Bucks, but Lotsa 
Seats Also—That’s the 
Sitchyash in Seattle 


* Seattle, Nov. 28. 
is full of big shows this 
week. Good gross total but its 
spread over plenty of seats. Ru- 
mors again that the Paramount will 
close early in December but un- 
founded. Biz has been good there 
although not good enough, due to 
huge overhead. Reputed loss last 
week was $4,000. This week ‘Whoo- 
pee,” F & M stage unit, gets the 








Town 


big billing over the pic. B. o. looks 
good. 
‘Prosperity’ is getting nice kale 


on its own at Fifth Ave., while 
‘Strange Interlude,’ at roadshow $1 
top, at the Fox, shows big advance 
sale, indicating nice biz. 

Orpheum’s ‘Conquerors’ is billed 
as sequel to ‘Cimarron’ for its an- 
nounced closing week, house going 
dark Dec. 1. Expected to reopen 
Xmas day with vaude and band pol- 
icy. Demonstrated this house can’t 
go for a stretch on pix alone, due to 
the name being so closely wedded 
with vaude and not having major 
product available. Straight policy 
went okay for five weeks, with hig 
films, but then pinched down badly 
to a walk. 

Liberty making its bid this week 
for >. 0. with a double bill. Music 
Box has good draw in ‘Rain,’ land- 
ing among the ace bookings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-65) 
—Night of June 13’ (Par), and F&M 
‘Whoopie’ on stage. Tab, with Zieg- 
feld name prominent, means every- 
thing; billing that way, too. Indi- 
cated $12,000 is o. k. Last week ‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN) got little talk 
at the b. o.; plenty in the red for 
$7,500. 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-55)— 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G). With plenty of 
favorable printer’s ink getting a nice 
$13,000. Last week ‘Tess’ (Fox) 
slumped but at that topped the town 
with poor $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-50)— 
‘Conquerors’ (RKO). Giving Dix 
and Harding the lights, but low ad 
budget for closing week holds down 
expected gross to weak $3,800 for 
eight days. Last week ‘Old Dark 
House’ (U) bad, meaning ‘dark 
house’ for the Orph with end of 
present week, $3,300. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25). ‘Parisian Romance’ 
(Hearst) and ‘Branded Men’ (Tif). 
Ken Maynard getting the big play 





in ads. Looks to get a good $4,500. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 

Although Thanksgiving business 
was quite okay in the dov itown 
sector, film house trade as a whole 
wasn't so hot for the week. 

For that reason, actual gains are 
figured in several instances this 
week without holiday aid. Clara 
Bow’s ‘Call Her Savage,’ despite 
mixed notices which included sev- 
eral out-and-out raps, siarted 
briskly and should get a substan- 
tial $23,000 with another grand and 
a half not impossible. 

The Mastbaum’s final bill won 
high praise both for ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ and stage show (which in- 
cludes the Mills Brothers, Ken Mur- 
ray and Sylvia Froos) but not more 
than $36,000 is indicated. 

‘Prosperity,’ which opened at the 
Boyd, got some pretty bad notices 
and despite a fine Thanksgiving in- 
take doesn’t look good for more than 
$14,000 on its week. Though not 
sensational, that’s better than the- 
atre’s recent average and may re- 
sult in a second week. 

‘Strange Interlude,’ which was 
under expected figure in first week 
at the Aldine with $13,000, figures 
as having a chance to jump a peg 
or two this week or, at the worst, 
to hold its own. Film has a chance 
for four weeks in road-show policy. 

‘Three on a Match’ opened rather 
weakly at the Stanley and is al- 
most sure not to make the grade 
for more than a week with not more 
than $12,000 indicated. 

The Earle, which is being rumored 
as about to be dropped from S-W 
chain, is slipping fast and this 
week’s bill, including ‘That's My 
Boy’ on the screen and Joe Laurie, 
Jr., heading stage show, is hardly 
likely to boost gross beyond $15,000 
mark. ‘Air Mail,’ with fair notices, 
may get conventional $8,000 at the 
Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 40-55-75)—‘Bill 
of Divorcement’ (RKO) and stage 
show. Fine notices for picture and 
surrounding bill, but not much b. o. 
excitement seen. Unlikely to hit 
over $36,000. Last week ‘You Said 
a Mouthful’ (FN), just short of $37,- 
000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—‘Three 
on a Match’ (WB). Notices just fair 
and unlikely to last more than a 
week; $12,000—maybe. Last week 
‘Fugitive’ (WB), second week, didn’t 
reach expected figure; $13,000, fairly 
good. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-75)—‘Prosper- 
ity’ (MG). Panned by critics, out 
fine Thanksgiving take should help 
hold first week’s figure up to $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Trouble in Para- 
dise’ (Par) only $12,500, despite 
some critical raves. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘Call Her 
Savage’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Clara Bow’s comeback film has 
plenty of fine prospects despite so- 
so notices. Almost sure of $23,000 
and may get a grand and a half bet- 
ter than that. Last week ‘Tess of 
the Storm Country’ (Fox) won a 
good, strong $23,000. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-66)—‘That’s 
My Boy’ (Col) and vaude. Nothing 
exciting expected with house slip- 
ping fast. $15,000 or less indicated. 
Last week ‘Night Mayor’ (Col) a 
grand under expected figure with 
$15,500. 

Aldine (1,500; 50-$1.50)—‘Strange 
Interlude’ (MG). Second week and 
ought to benefit by holiday influx. 
First week $13,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘Air 
Mail’ (U). Usual $8,000 expected. 
Last week ‘Night After Night’ (Par) 
weak at $7,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55) —‘Trouble 
in Paradise’ (Par). Looks good for 
some real activity. Maybe $4,200. 
‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) was an 
awful flop and stayed just two days, 
$900. ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN) 
shoved in suddenly got $1,900 for 
the rest of the week. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55)—Faith- 
less’ (MG). Ought to get around 
$2,300. ‘Magic Night’ (UA) n.s.g. 
with $2,000 in five days. 





Last week ‘Klondike’ (Shef) slowed 
up after nice start, $3,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-55) 
—‘Rain’ (UA). Joan Crawford bal- 
lyed, expected $4,500 is nice trade. 
Last week ‘Crooked Circle’ (WW) 
picked up toward end to get $3,000, 
poor for six days. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Strange Interlude’ (MG). Shearer- 
Gable getting the big type, O'Neil 
barely mentioned, not meaning so 
much to film audiences. Nice ade 
vance sale augurs well. Top is 
$1.65, but cheaper scats went best. 
Staying nine days. Fell off after 
the holiday pace. Estimated for a 
nice $12,500 for the nine days. Last 
week ‘Kongo’ (MG) and ‘They Call 
It Sin’ (FN) better, but only fair, 
$3,000. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-25)— 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and ‘Pack Up 
Your Troubles’ (M-G) in split week. 
Shows signs of picking up on tis 
policy, $2,800, fair. Last week ‘Ibown 
to Earth’ (Fox) and ‘70,000 Wit- 





nesses’ (Par) fair at $2,900. 
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2 Pix Beat Censor Raps, Play Loop: 
Faithless, $22,000; ‘Okay, $14,000; 





In Throes of Pre-Xmas Jockeying 





Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Two censor-banned pictures got 
through this week—‘Okay America’ 
(U) at the State-Lake and ‘Faith- 
less’ (M-G) at the Oriental. Last 
week another picture, ‘Three on a| 
Match’ (FN) shook off the locks the | 
censors had sought to keep sealed 
on the cans. While much grief, time 
and cost is involved, the censors, 
once undisputed potentates, can be 
overruled, it seems. And that’s 
something to be thankful for in a 
season of multiple worries. 

Bookings are being switched with 
confusing frequency right now. 
This, of course, is the usual pre- 
holiday jockeying to get the best 
possible break under admittedly ad- 
verse conditions. MeVickers and 
United Artists are especially in the 
unwelcome class for the holidays, 
and in view of the bad biz both have 
chalked up all season. 

Fox okayed the Gaynor-Farrell 
‘Tess of the Sturm Country’ to go 
into the big Chicago instead of Mc- 
Vickers, but this was not interpret- 
ed as a favor. United Artists is 
mentioned for before Christmas 
temporary closing, as is McVickers. 
State-Lake closes Dec. 9 until after 
Yuletide. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (UBO) (1,300; 55-$1.65)— 
*‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Krimsky) 
(2d-final week). Booked for three 
weeks, stayed two. Might get some 
dough in the Germanic neighbor- 
hoods here at pop prices, for there 
is a large colony. Auspices appar- 
ently depended on the intelligentsia 
for support, and nobody should ever 
do that in Chicago. It doesn’t reg- 
ister at the box office. ‘Maedchen’ 
scrammed with a skimpy $5,000. 
House dark until Earl Carroll ‘Vani- 
ties’, but expects Cecil DeMille’s 
*Sign of the Cross’ in January. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
-‘Tess of Storm Country’ (Fox) 
and ‘Irene’ musical tab. Maybe 
some extra biz around over the hol- 
iday weekend, and Toy Parade Sat- 
urday morning brought hordes of 
kids hanging to their mothers’ pock- 
etbooks. ‘Follow Thru’ was liked at 
the Oriental some weeks ago, and 
this Fanchon & Marco resurrection 
of a fondly recalled musical may be 
an aiding factor. Say $35,000 on 8 
days. Last week ‘If I Had a 
Million’ (Par) took out $24,000 on 6 
days. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 35-55- 
75)—‘Prosperity’ (M-G) (2d-final 
week). Helped by holiday, but only 
$10,500. Mentioned to close during 
most of December. Meanwhile Clara 
Bow's ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) on 
the books to follow next week. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
— ‘faithless’ (M-G) and stage show, 
Ed Lowry, Jane Froman, Walter 
Donaldson, Gomez and Winona, 
Lucky Boys, Gordon, Reed and King 
constitute excellent entertainment, 
a little deficient in recognizable box- 
offices names, but getting over. 
House should see a $22,000 week. 
distinct improvement on what it 
has been doing all fall. However, 
boosting the overhead several G's 
to bring out the vote, and doubtful 
if any profit represented. Last 
week ‘Three on a Match’ (FN) and 
a Lowry stage show worth $23,700, 
big. 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
*‘Rock-a-Bye’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Figure $23,000, oke. House grabbed 
$22,400 last week with ‘Conquerors’ 
(Radio). 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-55- 
75)—Okay America’ (U) and vaude. 
Two radio bookings, East and 
Dumke and Earl Hines’ orchestra, 
headlining. Picture was held up by 
censor trouble for three months, 
having been originally set for Pal- 
ace. House goes dark for holidays 
after one more bill. FEstimatee $14,- 
000 against last week’s $12,000 with 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ (Radio), which 
drew capacity matinees of kids and 
rolled over and died every evening. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-75) —I Am a Fugitive’ (WB) (2d 
week). What this house needs is a 
Snappy stage show with the 12 
Apostles, Al Jolson and Paul White- 
man’s orchestra. Good pictures do 
Poor business. ‘Fugitive’ will wind 
up Tuesday with $9,000 for its sec- 
ond week, good by recent standards, 
disappointing by historic measure- 
ments. First week $13,500. ‘Sher- 
lock ‘Holmes’ (Fox) slated to suc- 
ceed. ‘Cynara’ also mentioned, but 
Goldwyn loath to throw his Colman 
opus to the Christmas wolves, and 
house may darken after next week. 





+ 





Fete Wobber Nov. 30 | 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. | 

Delegation from the industry here 
plans attendance at a dinner to be 
tendered Herman Wobber at the | 
Palace hotel, 'Frisco, Nov. 30. 
Charlies Meuhlman is chairman of | 





INDIANA ADDS SHOW — 
AND UPS GROSS 106’S 


Indianapolis, Nov. 28 

This is a good week for all houses. 
Openings on the holiday were ex- 
ceptionally good. 

The Indiana went back this week 
to the ‘Rio Rita’ stage unit along 
with ‘You Said a Mouthful’ at 66c 
top. Show, of course, will lead the 
pack, with the Lyric, with vaud- 
film, following. Apollo has an edge, 
too, this week, because of the ap- 
pearance of Dick Powell in ‘Too 
Busy to Work.’ He is a former local 
m. c., appearing at the Skouras- 
Publix theatres. 

Loew's Palace showing — adver- 
as ‘exclusive’—will be better than 
good trade for this spot. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). 
Clicking for good figure; maybe $3,- 
200. Last week ‘Tess of Storm 
Country’ (Fox) finished as expected 
around $3,500. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50)—If I Had a Million’ (Par). 
Off with a bang and expected to 
reap about $6,000. Last week ‘Eve- 
nings for Sale’ (Par) weak at $4,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50-66)—‘You Said a Mouthful’ 
(FN) and ‘Rio Rita’ unit on the 
stage. This program will boost the 
take to about $17,000, maybe more, 
as the show deserves a climb. Last 
week ‘He Learned About Women’ 
(Par) mild $6,500. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 25-35-50) 
—‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). Looks 
$8,000, especially good for this spot. 
Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) did 
around that figure. 

Lyric (vaudfilm) (Fourth Ave.) 


(2,600; 25-35-50) —‘Sport Parade’ 
(Radio) and vaude, with Grace 
Hayes’ topping. Around $10,000. 


Last week ‘Golden West’ (Fox) and 
vaude fell to $7,500. 





Downtown Xmas Bally 
- Helping K. C. Cinemas; 
Bennett, ‘Million,’ 156 


Kansas City, Nov. 28. 
The largest crowds of the year 
downtown for the holiday week- 
end heralding Santa Claus and other 





features, and the theatres were 
jammed. Sponsored by the Mer- 
chants’ Association, it was given 


wonderful support by the papers. 
Streets are a mass of Christmas 
greens and color, with prancing 
reindeer suspended from every trol- 
ley and light post. 

All first runs this week cut its 
last weeks’ picture a day short and 
opened Thanksgiving. Loew’s Mid- 
land held ‘Prosperity’ over for the 
second week. This Dressler feature 
had not been billed as an exclusive 
and some of the residentials started 
announcing it as a coming attrac- 
tion while it was running at the 
Midland, which may have had some 
bearing on the holdover, although 
it was good business as the picture 
drew a bigger mat on the second 
Friday than on the opening day. 

Reported that the RKO Mainstreet 
will close for two weeks before 
Xmas and possibility it will then re- 
open straight pictures is causing 
uneasiness among the musicians 
and stage crew. Also announced 
several of the Fox houses will close 
shortly. 

The Shubert is dark again but 
has ‘Of Thee I Sing’ for a December 
date. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25)— 
‘Virtue’ (Col). Will go close to $3,- 
000, good. Last week ‘Golden West’ 
(Fox) hurt some by similarity of 
title to ‘Girl of Golden West,’ but 
got $2,200, fair. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Rockabye’ (Radio), and stage | 
show, with Kenneth Harlan and Al | 
St. John featured. Week looks for | 
fair $15,500. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(Radio), $14,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—Prosperity’ (M-G). Held for the 
second week, Dressler feature con- 
tinues in high. Indications are for 
close to $11,000, nice following last 
week's big $19,709. 

Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘If I Had a Million’ (Par). Will 
go to $15,000, big for eight days. 
Last week ‘One Wavy Passage’ (WB) 
six days, $9,000, oke. 








i ‘Man Against Woman’ (Col) $11,494 


BUFF BEARISH 


Not Even Cut Scales Help—‘Million’ 
Mild $20,500 





Buffalo Nov 2s 

Business generally off here with 
low-scale houses not even drawing 

The Buffalo is finding ‘Million’ a | 
disappointer at $20,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) | 
‘If I Had a Million’ (Par) and stage | 
show. Unlikely to top $20,500, quite | 
mild. Last week ‘Prosperity’ (MG). | 
An okay $27,000. : = 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- | 
40) ‘Trouble in Paradise (Var) 
Looks to get $8,500, n.s.g. Last week | 
‘Night After Night) (Par). House 
slipped to $5,300, poor. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25) ‘Bis 
Broadcast (Par). In second run, 
may reach $8,500 with luck, fair 
under policy. Last week ‘Rackety 
Rax’ (Fox) $3,800 on 6 days. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25), ‘Sher- 
lock Hoimes’ (Fox). May get $7,500, 
low. Last week ‘Faithless’ (MG) 
and vaude. Ran up $9,600, aiso not 
so forte. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25) ‘Sport- 
ing Age’ (Col). Feeling low price 
opposish, probably under $6,500. 
Last week ‘Crooked Circle’ (WW). 
Neat $7,500. 


Hub Is Jubilant 
At Upturn; ‘Rain, 
Rockabye, 256s 


Boston, Nov. 28. 

It may be only a mirage, or a 
sight of real gold at the rainbow’'s 
end, but local pic houses jubilated 
this week, with big biz registering 
strong. Several boxoffice films are 
one reason; and, pessimists and 
foes of vode notwithstanding, stage 
helps mightily in the combies. 

Advancing its opening to Thanks- 
giving day, the Met packed ’em in 
at all five shows, and found the ex- 
tra show so profitable the policy 
was continued through Sat., with 
like results. It was the most 
auspicious opening the theatre has 
had in months, and audience reac- 
tion was superb to splendid film, 
If I Had a Million,’ and gorgeous 
stage revue, including a popular 
Fabien Sevitzky feature. The cur- 
rent week runs efght days, and 
should gross the biggest the house 
has had in a blue moon. 

‘Rain’ stepped in Friday to Loew's 
State and Orpheum to crowded 
houses. Queues formed for Joan 
Crawford, women predominating. 
Although every critic in town rap- 
ped the pic plenty. Yet Saturday 
both houses again jammed them in, 
the Orpheum registering a record 
for that week-day. Loew execs here 
expect ‘Rain’ to equal the figures of 
‘Prosperity,’ with possibly a shade 
better at the Orpheum. 

After the good business ‘I Am a 
Fugitive’ brought, Paramount, ad- 
vancing opening one day to holiday, 
got away on a fine start with ‘You 
Said a Mouthful,’ with two follow- 
ing days of very brisk biz for this 
house. 

RKO Boston begins big, while 
RKO Keith's broke its record as 
combie with Constance Pennett as 
big draw, Saturday with biz being 
the palace’s best ever with vode 
served up with fillums., 

Along the Rialto the weekend 
brought a rejuvenation; the better 
business feeling was in the air. 
Managers stepped springily and 
spoke in unwonted cheerio voice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,330; 35-55-75) ‘If 
I Had a Million’ (Par) and stage 
show. Three big days at the start 
indicate $40,000 for 8-day week. 
Last week ‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) 
and stage show, 6 days, $18.500, off. 











ithe Broadway 





Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- 
30-55-66) ‘Mouthful’ (FN). Looks | 
like $10,000 for eight days, pretty 
good. Last week ‘Fugitive’ (WB) 6 
days, $6,200; previous 7 days gross- 
ed $14,000 with ‘Fugitive.’ Few pics 
in past six months have held over 
like this for two weeks run. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘Rain’ (UA). Excellent, $20,000 
Joan Crawford great draw hei 


zast week ‘Prosperity’ (MG) $296,000, 
fine. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 30-50) ‘Rain’ 
(UA). Good, $15,000. Last 
‘Prosperity’ (MG), very good, $19,- 
400. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83) 
‘Rockabye’ (Radio) and vaude. Ben- 
net. going great guns, $25,000, sple: 
did. Last week ‘The Conquerors 
(Radio), very good at $25,100. 

Keith-Boston (RKO) (4,000; 40- 
55) ‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) and 
stage show. Okay $11,590. Last wex« 


Ween 


| for a $7,000 week, n.s.z.. 
for six-day run terrific 
ment at $3,200. 


| der’ (Chesterfield). 


2 More $2 Pix Brave Pre-Xmas 
Bway; Bow's $60,000 at Roxy 
Nifty; Par’s Big Show, $65,000 


With Christmas only a little more 
than three weeks off, the pre-holi- 
begins, knocking 


day slump now 


down house averages and forcing 
showmen to try 
all the harder for whatever trade is 
around. A cold spell over the week- 
end, with Sunday the chilliest Nov. 
27 on record, is conceded as hay- 
ing helped in starting the current 


; brought in new 





| 


their current week through having 
bills Thanksgiving 
day (24). Capitol, with ‘Prosperity’ 
on $55,000, will probably hold over, 
and Paramount at $65,000 with Rudy 
Vallee, Burns and Allen and the 
Mosconi Bros. on the stage, figured 
as providing more draft at the b. o. 
than the picture, ‘False Faces.’ It’s 


|} the Par’s 6th anniversary flash. 


The other de luxer, biggest of trio, 
Roxy, is running considerably above 


| its average with Clara Bow in ‘Call 


week on its way, regardless of what | 


its tail shows up. 

Two roadshow pictures have the 
nerve to face the pre-Christmas 
slump, ‘Farewell to Arms’ starting 
at the Criterion Dec. 7 and ‘Sign 
of the epening tomorrow 
(Wednesday) at the Rialto at a 
$1.50 top. 

Meanwhile ‘Kid from Spain’ at °2 
runs into the bad grossing spell. 
Doubtful whether Goldwyn 
will decide on any additional road- 


show engagements for ‘Kid’ until 
after Xmas. 

‘Kid’ got $23,000 on its first week, 
including the $2,160 taken in open- 
ing night, and on its second ought 
to reach at least $18,000 with any 
luck at all. Thanksgiving’s busi- 
ness, which aided most houses last 
week, was $4,130. 

Two of the three de luxer stage 
show houses have eight days in 


Prov.’s Combos Bullish; 
‘Fugitive’ Ups Maj.’s 
Twin Bill to $12,000 


Providence, Nov. 28. 

Splendidly paced, ‘Fugitive’ is 
soaring for sensational week at the 
Majestic, where it 1s playing on a 
twin-bill. Film has little or no op- 
posish from other first-run picture 
houses, as the product is exception- 
ally poor. Majestic is a sure-win- 
ner for $12,000 or more. 

Bills at the two combo houses, 
Albee and Fay’s, are stronger than 
usual. Jack Dempsey is doing a 
personal at the latter house, and the 
former champ’s engagement there 
accounts for a rather big week. 

‘If I Had a Million’ at Par looks 
like a disappointment. ‘Goona- 
Goona’ at Leow’s is set to catch 
the booby prize. 

Thursday, closing day of the cur- 
rent week for the picture houses 
here, will see Ethel Barrymore and 
her new play, ‘Encore,’ at the Carl- 
ton. 


Cross’ 


Sam 





Estimates for This Week 


RKO Albee (2,300; 15-66)—‘Rock- 
abye’ (Radio) and vaude. Picture 
okav and sizes up well with the 
stage show. Helping a lot in bring- 
ing anticipated gross of $13,000 in. 
ast week ‘Conquerors’ (Radio) dii 
a brodie to $9,900. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-55)—‘Unwritten 
Law’ (Majestic) and vaude with 
Jack Dempsey. Former champ re- 
sponsible for the rather brisk pace. 
Every indication that gross will be 
close to $8,500, and topple house 
recor Dempsey getting front page 
publicity from sports writers. Last 
week ‘Weritave of the Desert. (Par; 
was saved from doldrums by a fine 
variety bill; $7,000, okay. 

Loew’s State (15-55) — ‘Goona 
Goona’ (First Div)), just like a big 
deserted house; getting the curious 
ones, but only a few. House has 
done evvurything to sell the picture, 
rut it will be lucky if this one gets 
to first base for $5,500; way off. 
Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M-G); 
Marie Dressier turned loose much 
needed prosperity for this house 
when she brought in a fine $17,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Fugitive’ (WB) and ‘Slightly Mar- 
ried’ (Invincible); also Mickey 


Mouse and sound news. siggest at- 


| traction in town for the money, and 
' the fans know it. 
|} the keeping up pace; $12,000 is as- | 


Packed opening, 


sured, best gross in more than a 


vear. Last week ‘You Said a Mouth- | 
Alibi’ | 


ful’ (FN) and ‘Red-Haired 
okay at $9,200. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘If I 


Had a Million’ (Par). Opened 


Her Savage. It may kiss $60,000 
for highest grossing week since 
house reopened in August. Chance 
for a holdover. 

Another good performer on Broad- 
way, ‘Fugitive’ on its third week at 
Strand will hit $30,000, holding over 
a fourth and may goa fifth. Win- 
ter Garden, on strength of $15,000 
for ‘Mouthful,’ second week, remains 
a third, with everything a break for 
Warner Bros. just now. 

The Strand is scaled low to be- 
tween $15,000 and $16,000, which 
with showing made so far this fall 
by WB-FN product in there, has 
meant a good deal of nice, thick 
gravy. 

If getting the $30,000 looked for 
currently, ‘Fugitive’ alone will have 
shown $134,300 on three weeks. A 
fourth ought to run it to around 
$150,000 at least. 

Mayfair, which held over ‘Con- 
querors’ after a first week at $21,- 
200, slumps to $13,500, while third 
week for ‘Trouble in Paradise’ at 
Rivoli, ending today (Tuesday) is 
$16,500. There are three more days 
to go, ‘If I Had a Million’ opening 
Friday morning (2). 

Rialto kicked out ‘Kongo’ Sunday 
night (27) to make ready for the 
‘Cross’ opening. On final five days 
$6,200, poor. 

‘Maedchen in Untform,’ German 
talker which has surprised New 
York town by sticking so long at 
the Criterion on a two-a-day basis, 
gets out Sunday (4), so that Par 
can bring in ‘Farewell.’ 

‘Maedchen’ is looking for another 
house to continue its run, which at 
the Crit will have amounted to 10 
weeks. The 44th St. was considered, 
but now is out. 

Another eye-opener for the smart- 
ened-up Broadway mob is what the 
Hippodrome at a 25c top, with film 
and stage show, is doing. On its 
first week, almost opening cold, it 
grossed $11,200, with house’s over- 
head at around $9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (13th 
week). With nothing else in sight, 
‘Rasputin’ is being awaited for. It's 
being held up through production 
trouble on the Coast. Claimed al- 
most $10,000 last week. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Prosperity’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Gauged to hit $55,000 on eight 
days and to hold over. Last week 
‘Faithless’ (M-G) flivved to $38,000. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky) (10th week). Goes out 
Sunday (4), ‘Farewell to Arms’ on 
two-a-day try, starting Dec. 7. Ger- 
man talker has been bettering a 
$9,000 average here. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Con- 
querors’ (Radio) (2d week). After 
a nice $21,200 first week, slipping to 
$13,500 as tops on holdover. 

Palace (1,700; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—'‘Kid from Spain’ (UA) (2d week). 
First week, counting opening night, 
$23,000, oke 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘False Faces’ (W-W) and stage 
show. Rudy Vallee, Mosconi Bros. 
and Burns and Allen on stage cred- 
ited with b. o. draft meaning 
big $65,000 on 8 days. Last week 
‘Dangerous Game’ and holdover of 
Maurice Chevalieer in person poor 
$36,900 on 6 days. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10) 
—Kongo’ (M-G) (2nd week). On 
final five days ending Sunday (27) 
only $6,200, weak. First week 
$13,300, n.s.g. ‘Sign of Cross’ (Par) 
unfurls at $1.50 top tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 





Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) (3rd 
week). At $16,500 on third week 


ending today (Tuesday) okay. Stays 
three more days. ‘If | Had Million’ 
(Par) coming in Friday a. m. (2). 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)—‘Call 


Her Savage’ (fox) and stage show. 
| Clara Bow’s name at b. o. will bring 
| Roxy its biggest week since reopen- 

ing Jast August, $60,000. Predeces- 


Thanksgiving Day when ‘He Learned | 


About Women’ (Par) was yanked 


| day ahead of schedule. First feature | 


had the advantage of holiday and | 
midnight show, but indications are | 


disappoint 


10-25-30) 


RKO Victory (1,600; 


‘Women’ | 


| 


iwhich means a fourth week. 


sor, ‘Tess of Storm Country’ (Fox), 
et Gaynor-Charlie Far- 
only $31,000. 
Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
I An a Fugitive’ (WEB) (3rd 
week). Heading for a big $390,000, 
Last 


despite Jar 


rell names, 


| week, second, $39,500, pretty nice. 


Night Mayor’ (Col) and ‘King Mur- | 


Looks good fim 


nice $3,200 week. Last week ‘Vanits 


; Street’ (Col) and ‘Phantom of Crest 


wood’ (Radio) just eased into 


* $9 904 oke, 


(1,418; 35-55-83- 
i44)—You Said Mouthful’ (WB) 
(znd week). Joe E. Brown's latest 
maybe $15,000. Third week set for 
Initial seven days $21,309, 


Winter Garden 


pieture, 


Vir. 


Sse ele ae tee .. pS Sa eee 
FORE a = 
ob COREA . Late BPE, * a r? 


22 RSE PIER, S SO REE z 
at ater ae “ . perros 
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10 VARIETY P ; 
i. FC TaRE GR OSSE § Tuesday, November 29, 1932 
e..93 ida tart Boo a 
itts Star Names Pull ety esas a 
‘Savage’ 10G, Nice) VOMparative Grosses for No 
N. H.; ‘Savage,’ 10G, Nice D r 
New Haven, Nov. 28. 
9 a Palace cut “Tess’ to six days to T ; 
: otal of gr i 
sl Wyle Odd Pas Revived Coiiesferd. Suus-|wine cas me eoveey tn ow tats: | vilide eosrasd ase” Weean girarine tay cosine Oar’ fs soon 
° ‘ * 9 a ye : » closing day of the week 
tains day run. Clara Bow name being 24- _—_ 
Rain and Brown, $16,000 Each sheeted above picture title to big NEW YORK 
oes ‘ returns. : 
: . rhanksgiving holiday meant swell | __Oct. 29 Nov. 5 ev. 18 __ __Nov. 19" 
aoe A HOLIDAY SPURT ROUTS business for everybody. sone aseten ~~ §milin’ ~~ Smilin’ Red Dust ~~ Red Dust 

Holiday week-end, with no school | etinates for. Via Weer Low . 16,000 "sra200" “s51000" apa a wee 
for kids "and te’ feothedl? mame on} Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40- * ’ (24. week) A pen (2d week) 
top, putting a rosy hue on the local THOSE ST. 4 B. 0. BLUES 60)—‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) and Stage Show ie aes 
situation for a change, with all unit. Looks to $9,000, fair. Last PARA . 7" 
of the stands looking up, and profit week ‘Million’ (Par) and unit $9,600. MOUNT me Wight After |Hot Satucday | Evenings for 
in prospect along the line. St. Louis, Nov. 28. Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— |High. $95,000 Asunese. ea nee —" ee 

i Most surprising of alf is neat click | Thanksgiving holiday brought ; Call Her Savage’ (Fox) and ‘Snood ‘Low.. "32,000! s ase Bh aie Maurie 
: of Ed Wynn's talker revival, ‘Fol- | @long a big boom at most _ box- ; Demon? A sweet $2,500 Sees | ¥ fe rdesseets eb 
: low the Leader,’ at Fulton. Picture | offices. Excepting State, all are | day and a big $10,000 at lea Last | —_—— —— Chevalier) 
+i played here a year ago at Penn, but | beating last week's and some are | week ‘Tess’ (Fox) @ aisappointer, | Hi R $173 oree1000 Shine | tsetee — 
/ did a nose-dive. Being reissued now | enjoying capacity business part of tumbling to mild $5,200 for six days. Ie igh oT e000 aay rity eae pregeey 
| _— strength vf comedian's reeentiy. {the time. Friday and Saturday big, Pst = Sherman (WB) (2.200; 35- ow ‘Stage Show $40,000 $46,000 
; acquired air rep, and looks set to do with the first waiting lines in a long | > —‘Mouthful’ (FN) and ‘Cabin in/,); oa Merry-Go- yh Y 
fy fine $6,000, best here in some time. | time. ©P8 | Cotton’ (WB). Nice holiday open- High. $53,800 Round Recas’ "20,000. a = 3 
i ‘Strange Interlude,’ a great dis- Fox is cleaning up with a Gaynor- ing should help gross to good $6,500. Low.. 7 $18,500 911,100 oh (2d ree 
i Miccadeeciet ta Ma Youd when Oe. Farrell, who always bring them out Last week “Three on Match’ (WB) (2a week) 2d week) 
i gagement, getting less than $8,000 in large numbers here. Will be big- | 274 ‘Call It Sin’ (WB) built to okay STRAND ee 
4 in its first week. Holding over, but | Sst for house in many weeks. ‘Its $6,200. : ag $78,800 Ang Te itatche P bie _ Sat 
i for no apparent reason. neighbor, the Missouri, also getting College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— | Low. 8,000 $25,700 $30,000 sitet atl tee 
| " Apparently little to choose _be- much bigger play than usual, but ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox) and ‘Vir- (2a week) ; Pe ee $61,200 
tween ‘Rain’ at Penn and ‘You Said | it’s mostly kids wanting to see ‘Lit- tue.’ Headed for a satisfying $3,000 PALACE Bill of - = nce ina 
a Mouthful’ at Stanley, with Joan | tle Orphan Annie.’ St. Louis ana | to equal last week’s ‘Man Against |High. $41,000| D ill o Big Broadcast | All-American Once ina 
Crawford and Joe FE. Brown ex-| Ambassador getting a share of the Woman’ and ‘Kongo’ (M-G). Sow. 8,000 aa $13,100 $13,700 Lifetime 
pected to pull around $16,000 each to | Xtra business, and Loew’s cutting ve Vai P sare 
ag respective box offices. The | in, too. “ —— pep = epee i sax) 

-?enn broke its house record for Estimates for Thi te : 
a pictures last week with Ambassador (WB) 7 te CHICAGO 
‘Prosperity,’ gathering $28,000. An- | 65)—‘Crooked — Circle’ CwWw g 
other Dressler- Moran picture, | Stoopnagle and Budd on ad g = : CHIC lea = a new new. 2 | ev. _ 
Caught Short,’ holds Penn record | plugging of latter keeping gross up . >] H $71300 |" preaaoens "aaa Li an so ig big: Busy ™ 
under presentation policy at $41,000. | to $14,000, good. Last week ‘Fugi- ’ a $71,300 | ite say "lea voy 
: Davis getting only four days with | tive (WB) nice $13,000. et 7 Pagan arated ss en rg ee 
That's My Boy,’ house going over Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50) —'Tess } (New L ) 
this week to new double-feature, | of Storm Country’ (Fox) and F. & agg A Ox ours wot R jlessed 
first-run policy, and unlikely to bet- | M. unit. Gay nor-Farrell alwa Ss , a: ar Cosupde $20 000" — 
ter moderate $2,000 for brief session.| good for box office here, ma be ; es eee Stage Show ea 600. a ait 
‘Air Mail’ not too impressive at | $20,000, big. Last week ‘Sherlock woe cael ties. moc Sapsih Tr : (New Low) ess 
Warner, but may manage a fair $8,- | Holmes’ (Fox) $17,000. ‘Prosperity’ and ‘Rock-a-bye’ are STATE- “43. Women Once: in Hell’ sf 

ne seven Seas. desta. wee Spy (Loew's) (3,000; 25- | bissest money pictures of the town. |); hee $16,000 Lifetime Highway ee 
{ 50)—‘Mas , , 1 ’ 

Aldine (Loew's) (2,100; 55-83- | oke at Sms BA age mt (MQ) hogeosted at Pérampunt quq latter. at iow. are =jiasnes were _ were 
re Ck ae Interlude’ (M- | ‘Prosperity’ (M-G) $24,500, big. PF be yah og ie itet sree et —. 

. Pretty much of a disappoint- Missouri (RKO) (3,500: 25-25-50) | Shekels with a vim that’s a jo AN ES mes 
saat every eereee First week, | —‘Little Orphan Annie ’ nee me managerial hearts. Gy wenn _ “ae 

performances, and less. than §$8,- | ‘Night: After Night’ (Par ci The $1.56 two-a-day showing. of we ; —_—_—_.—, 
000, pretty unimpressive at this| going big for arahi ak de be ‘Strange Interlude’s_ doing “just LOEW'S Smilin’ ‘M ie or a Se 
scale. Stays for second week, not | $8,500. Last week ‘Secrets of French fairly for Fox's St. Francis which STATE Through air 350 gg nm i May pd 
on strength of initial session, how- Police’ (RKO) and ‘Age of Consent’ | 2°PPe@, from grind to roadshow High. $48,000} $10 500 ri ets ve 
ever. (RKO) $5,000, off. policy for this'n and others to fol- |Low.. 10,000} (2d week) wa 
_,Davis (WB) (1,700; 15-25-40)—| - St, Louis (RKO). (5,000; 25-35-50) | !OW: age Sew 
¢ hat's My Boy’ (Col). Only four —'The Conquerors’ (RKO). Opened | ,, W@rners pulled a funny one when PARA- Night Af i 

ays for this one, with house | three days ahead of schedule for 10- they temporarily went second run MOUNT Ni 3 ne la Li nny ay ee 
switching to new double feature |day run. Going fairly for $15,000 in this week for seven days only, to|High: $57,800 ‘gisbot 311.800 eeu rth “fils 
policy this week, and should do av-|10 days. Last week ‘Old Dark play ‘I Am a Fugitive’ which F-WC |Low.. _ 8,000| S “Sh ere iy i erga 
erage $2,000 fcr brief session. Last |House’ (U) ran only four days on unreeled two weeks previously at °) faq y 
week 13 "Women’ a eee Leet ae. the Parackouat: WEB facred pleats eee Tae Coaen Life Begins | Life Begins Fugitive 

ie eee of good cash left in ‘Fugitive’ 800 vias ob on at 6 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 15-25- ° were right. Business oke. oo. ae (2d week) oe 
40)—Follow the Leader’ (Par). Sur- | Detroit Pages the Chi Today (Monday) United Artists |--%— © tegatana 
prise click for this Ea Wynn talker ag opens “White Zombie’ after having a Congoetet Cabin in Crash Fugiti 
revival, brought back on strength held over ‘Robinson Crusoe’ for five |,,, -OWN Calamity Cotton $8,700 $15, 00. 
ef comedian’s recently-acquired air Cc equers to Pay Off: days over the two weeks. An ad- |Migh. $38,000 $7,000 $11,000 eer 
—_ as wpa his —— legit . 9 | vertised offer of 15c. admission to Low.___7,000 Vaude 

ea Jixon few weeks ago. Tha Gi Y all kids under 18 brought plent ae ow 
Around $6,000 in prospect, a neat t ves 10u an Idea youngsters in. eres BROOKLYN 
Sgure here and best in some time. Orpheum again folds up at end 
st week ‘Kongo’ (M-G) not so of the current stanza which has Oct. 29 No mez 
: he of r a ' as ° v. 5 Nov. 
wae at $4,500. All new ones f ernggra oth ov. 28. Conquerors’ moved up from Golden PARA- Movie Crazy | Night Aft H ae ae or 
enn (Loew-UA) (3,300: 25-33- | yacati ‘ ek and the} Gate after swell week there. Sup- MOUN oF 9 er ot Saturday | Evenings for 
50 . acation week helped s h rm hy vege Night 

)—‘Rain’ (UA). Crawford's name | George Raft in pers ome houses. | posed to reopen Christmas. High. $80,000! Stage Show $39°800 $31,100 Sale 
should prove hetpful fa hebding we linen te aot wh sa agen hag oe ot Fox set to reopen Saturday |Low.. 21,900| _ $26,500 
é s, despite picture’s inherent] ‘Tess of tl le i Bee 

Ss a 1e Storm Country’ . von wrome $n ' 
Ag ge ye maa aay ans ‘Under Cover Man’ also not for the Estimates For This Week High. Woman ee Live™ ° yy, Bah eet 
oe ag gi Ba 2 le is kiddies at the Mich. Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30- Low.. $10,000 $12,000 “$18,000 $16,000 
niagara os peng p However, the Fisher has Joe E. $08 )—Reeanere (Radio) and Stage Show : 

Stanley (WB 0: 25-35-50)— | th: n ‘You Said a Mouthful, | Yaude with Heidt’s band. Continu- | METRO- Robinson i i in 
eyou Said ‘2 Mouthful” (FN). 50)— | that should be oke. ‘I Am a Fugi- | nS 208 click policy of recent weeks |, POLITAN Crusoe PFamily $36,100" 36,00 
Fa moi e Tuankentving ence tive at the UA is getting a break house rolling merrily along at $16,- High. 20,000 $21,000 “# $26,000 
opening at holiday prices and stays . te tneh when the 1 1 in lant hae oye: paling tem | Sat: Wen ) 
ae ee ys s tough w 1e local cireuit | § yeek was plenty hot-cha ALBEE 13 Wom -Go- * = 
get back to Friday pose tangy Ba nat este ye -— ag rhe 2 from ph $16,500 on ‘Conquerors”|High. $40,500 $20,000. a y ~~ wee Oe _ 
Tissth Sukh ani, Qi-tiget $11.006. bean dius Gn the Die Amuaeneet| © Oo) Low.. 11,400 Vaude $18,000 es 

. 7. Bat 000, aws t “le 3 Orph : : 2AND — \ 
with general opinion that it’s one of | Corp. in Chic oo Flag Amusement — Car te gg ta ie STRAND Cabin in One W T “Three on a 
Joe E. Brown’s. best. Last week | then, but shave ah = hal a. oe from “Golden G goer Moved up | High Cotton Passage aa 78 af ion, A. 
‘Tess Ss x “(ox . ’ ore often lately. , solden Gate after swell week : O70) re Matels 
Fit ee Country ( Fox) br u- Last week at the UA ‘Prosperity’ there and poor at $4,000. House Low. $14,800 ___1__$12,700 ___* ___$13.000 $15,800 
é A 59, , proving even Gaynor | proved it still isn’t near the corner closed at end of week. W ea — 
onWarner (WB) (2,000 25 35-5 at least in Detroit. : Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-40- NE HAVEN 
‘Air Mail’ (U 2,000; 25-35-50)—- Estimates for This Week 56) "Spanneeny, 5G), Dronner- 

r Mail’ (U). Like Stanley, this Michi - or - Mora comb ; Sst. & v. 19 
one getting light days, too, in order | «1; yy one (4,045; 15-35-55-72-75)— $18 000 tae oe eee dough rey PARA ae : Nev. 12 Now. 12 
to return to Friday opening. Extra Gasca Cover Man’ (Par) and | «pes t P oes _— erenty =e MOUNT "alia tae, tamale ea iy aaa Paradise 
day may mean a bit better than seorge Raft in person. Only $20,500 aaa sores: SORE Pex) i MY a aie ones, waee 
usual, and $8,500 seems like a fair n.s.g. Last week ‘If I Had a Mil- started off nicely last week but col- |Migh. $21,000) Stage Show ¢ 
estimate. Last week ‘Bill of Di- $20,000. and stage show poor at $14,000 oe ee nee mt a: m 
> il a 0) oT el , r ~ . tc 2 . LU iy. ’ . Hy LACE ne : 
Sane tor Ave dave. ore Fox (5,100; 15-35-55)—‘Tess of St. Francis (Fox) (1,435; $1-$1.50) | High. — we — ne m= td 

; hina one tall the Storm Country’ (Fox) and stage —‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G). Twice | Low.. Merry -Go- Paul Ash ts ee 

show. Strong $30,000. Last week | G2)\¥ , Presentation of the O'Neill aeeee Pathe 

L ARIN ? Too Busy to Work’ (Fox) fair at ree, Hees Sere ey, St Bioaad 8 

$16,000. $10,000. Still in. SHERMAN | One-W Rai i ins 
Fisher (2,665; 15-35-55-72-75) United Artists (1,400; 25-35-50)— |High. $16,000 P 4 rid. <a ig i 
IN N 0 ‘TESS ; $14 000 ‘You Said a Mouthful’ (FN) ‘ana ‘White Zombie’ (UA). Opened to- Low.. 1,500 oo a Cc aaa "En i yen 
° 9 9 ’ stage show. Better at $14, 000. tase day (28) after extra five days of ; : Crusoe Cire Be aay ny -_ 
Ao 22 week ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) ‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA) which $5,000 $7,000 =_— 
New Orleans, Novy. 28. weak at -$8,300 in six days grossed house around $4,000, with “ - 

All quiet along the boxoffice fronts _ United Artists (2,015; 15-35-55- the preceding and second week DETROIT 
with ‘Tess’ on guard at the Saenger, | (,., eS Fugitive’ (WB). aad Sid "tveny (28-3 
aided immeasurably by Mme. Schu- ra trade at $11,000 clip. Last Sat a gw hh an ep ney Oct. 28 Nov.5 Nev. 12 N = 
art Gielek” ie pared Secu iie ¥ ‘Prosperity’ (MG) in its sec- urday’ (Par) and stage show.| MICHIGAN | Movie Crazy Red Dust T aan ov. 
ater attention. Aw in@usems scare ond week was a a stop gap, $9,000. | ; ot pulling and $15,000 is apt to be |High. $53,100 $15,000 $28 000° rouble in Blessed 
ine thal wsitatiinn taleneiie: incest Downtown 750; 15-25- 53)— the poor take. ‘Sherlock Holmes’ |Low.. 15,000 (New Low) 28, Paradise Event 
dicen warnink 2swimees + Conquerors’ (Radio): Jood goings (Fox) hit about $16,000 last week. Stage Show $20,100 $21,800 
eschew filmeries Sethe $9,000. Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U) lec ney, at2: _- 86-55)—"Fusi- i 

meries temporarily. only $4,800." Mail’ (U) tive’ WB * & FOX Six Hours Night Club aie 
hia oe Br taeher ot Laow's denote i ( ). Temporarily second |High. $50,000 $20,000 9 u Rackety Rax Sherlock 
not exciting tw --s aramount (3.448: 15-25-49)-__ | TU" On this one, which previously : ; Ime. eye! shila ener 
ing undue curiosity, and } ‘gnmj}in’ ’ ’ 25-40) lay . y j“ow. $000 |(Mme. Sci q at 

Sais ‘Mani te aetna’ talkepen cd milin Thru’ (MG). Second run played at Fox Paramount two weeks ° . aeeet amet ) $17,000 

pheum. Other houses at sixes and - it tp $4,800. Last week ‘Grand nies One tale ae aoe ne Sta 2 Sho 

sevens. Hotel’ (MG) weak at $2,400 on 6 theatre will hold pix nine days for eee 

a . yn possible . $9,000. ‘Scarlet Dawn’ FISHER Night After | Tiger Shark Red Dust Th 
stimates for This Week (WB) was poor at $5,000 last week. High. $29,000 ease $6,090 $11,200 Mat ch : 

. Saenger (3,400: 25-35-50) — ‘Tess —Air Mail (Uv). Running wale ARs Low..  -6,600 _ Stage Show _| (New. Low) $10,900 
of the Storm Country’ (Fox) and | light, may garner $8,000. Last wo AD = 
ptawe show. Farrell and Gaynor ‘Conquerors’ (U) $9,000. Cameraman Bankrupt PHIL ELPHIA tr 
& potent, but Schumann-Heink Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Six Hours to O 29 $: 
ee te ale opera loving Live’ (Fox). Around $2,500. Last EARLE T aa new 8 Nev. 12 eet + 

wn. oks like ,000. Last week | week ‘Divorce in tl Pas CG y 34.500" oe : = 
bad weather held ‘Prosperity’ (MG) | did $2,200, oe ey Cae) i os Angeles, Nov. 28. | High. $27,000 $14,500 $14,000 giao00 BF on 
to $12,000. A Tudor (800; 35)—‘Rackety Rax’ aes Se Van Dyke, cameraman | owe 7 11,500 Vaude : 14,600 

DU Meeks 4b0b6s  6)1fu| (Fox), Weothall fane may aend this| vite ape tiene nee | oy” aa aed bee fo Work 0 
Satncne? (MGI. Around $9,006, thia | one to $2,100, Last — = wife, filed petitions in bankruptcy | High. $41,000 $18,500 wane oe Busy to Work ol 
house receiving weak pictures late- for Sale’ (Par) $2,000. 55 | here, each listing assets of $100. Low. 10,500 | Stage Show $17 900 $18,500 

s st week ‘Sherlock Holmes’ t. Charles (1,200; 25)—‘Thir Van Dyke's liabilities are $2,998 STAN : | Movi ada ve 

: : : 25)—Thirteen 1 8 liabilities are $2,998.88 | LEY | Movie Crazy Ra 
aon? ee cod ae o manta as oF hook (RKO). Local maneainetiie and his wife’s, $2,598, with both as- typo $37, 000 | $15,000 $15,000 "ieee ~ Fugitive 
a ’ ° oO ay as ‘ k s i i a 
Seer Meee (oso, 25-35-50). T7 oo many mean $1, 800. Last wee k ——— eoseerg er od for similar io 8.000" ————$—= ——— in ent ea 
‘ «Continued on pare 27) 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 3 | 








Holiday Helped Mpls., but No Wows 





‘Million’ Well Regarded, but $9,000 Only 
Fair—Will Rogers Slipping, $8,500 








Minneapolis, Nov. 28. 

Publix loop houses got a flying 
@tart on the new week through 
opening on Thanksgiving, one day 
fn advance of the usual. The extra 
holiday swelled grosses to some ex- 
tent, but lack of outstanding attrac- 
tions is proving a barrier to re- 
gpectable figures. 

‘If I Had a2 Million,’ well-rated 
generally good picture, failed to 
demonstrate heavy b. o. at the State. 
Its formidable cast embraces a long 
list of prominent. players, but 
neither individually nor in their .en- 
tirety do these names possess strong 
pulling pdwer. Gary Cooper, top- 
ping the list, not much of a card 
here and Jack Oakie has no box- 
office ‘it’ locally. 

Not so long ago one of the best 
of box office bets here, Will Rogers, 
is very much on the downgrade and 
his newest, ‘Too Busy to Work,’ 
while well liked, is not receiving a 
great amount of box office attention 
at the Century. 

The RKO Orpheum is in no better 
box office boat than its Publix op- 
position this week. ‘Old Dark 
House’ and Lloyd Hughes in per- 
son apparently mean little. Picture 
is minus box office, and moreover, 


is no great guns as a_e spine- 
chiiler, 
Legit houses are faring even 


worse than the vaudeville and pic- 
ture spots, although ‘Another 
Language,’ at the Met currently, is 
doing fairly well. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘TIf I 
Had a Million’ (Par). Well liked 
picture from pen of former Min- 
neapolis newspaperman,. Bob An- 
drews, but not sufficiently outstand- 
ing to cause box office scramble. No 
box office names. May top $9,000, 
fair. Tast week ‘Trouble in Para- 
@ise’’ (Par), $5,800, Tight. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 565)— 
“Old Dark House’ (U) and vaude, 
including Lloyd Hughes in person 
and Pilly House. Picture trails 
many other preceding horror films 
and is without cast names to pull. 
Stage show satisfaetory, but noth- 
ing with much box office meaning. 
Maybe $9,000, light. Last week, 

(Continued on page 12) 


NEW’K VOTES TWIN PIX 
OUT: ‘MOUTHFUL, 126’S 


Newark, Nov. 28. 

The double feature scare is over 
for the time being at least. An 
agreement is said to have been 
reached by which no first run down- 
town house will play anything more 
than single films. 

‘Red Dust’ leads this week’s pa- 
rade with a fine $16,000. Loew’s was 
the only house not to open on 
Thanksgiving Day and this gives 
most of the others eight days as 
well as holiday on this week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
"You Said a Mouthful’ (WB). Strong 
and on eight days may run up over 
$12,000. Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U) 
on six days not hot at over $7,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Three on a Match’ (WB), and 
*Madison Square Garden’ (Par). Not 
s0 strong on first runs but should 
go nicely here. Should beat bully 
$6,000. Last week ‘Virtue’ (Col), 
and ‘All Amerisan’ (U) okay at 
nearly $4,100 on six days. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 25-40-50)— 
‘Luise, Konigin von Preussen’ (Por- 
ten). New prices not liked for 
bringing in too many on lowest 25c. 
Has Thursday opening at all times 
but German film should be good at 
$1,800. Last week ‘Przysieglas’ 
(Polish) okay at nearly $1,400. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 15-65)—‘Red 
Dust’ (M-G). Gable-Harlow set for 
a@ smashing $16,000. Last week ‘Rain’ 
(UA) a fine $14,500, 

osque (WB) (3,281; 15-55)— 
‘That’s My Boy’ (Col): and ‘Robin- 
f0n Crusoe’ (UA). On eight days 
will hardly collect over $3,500. Last 
week ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Col), and ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
better but not good at over $3,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
66)—'Trouble in Paradise’ (Par). 
Well praised but clever film will 
hardly beat $5,500, if get that. Las: 
week ‘Evenings for Sale’ (Par) and 
‘Iron Master’ (Allied) on six days 
$5.800. 

Proctor’s (RKO) 
‘Conquerors’ (Radio). 
and strong advertising; 
a fine $12,000. Last week ‘Danger- 
Ous Game’ (Radiv), and ‘Afraid to 
Talk’ (U), six days, $8,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
$0-40-45-50)—‘Tess of the Storm 
Country’ (Fox). Old story; maybe 
Nice $6,500. Last week ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Fox) on six days didn't 
reach $4,000. 





(2,300; 15-65)— 
Good notices 


a 
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Edington-Vincent Merge 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Harry E. Edington and Frank W. 
Vincent join forces today and will 
operate from the former Gardner- 
Vincent offices in the Equitable 
building. 

Each will continue to handle his 
present group of clients, but the 
pair are forming a new corporation 
to handle future clients under their 
joint management. 


Weather Break 


Aids in Denver; 


Tess, Best, 126 











Denver, Nov. 28. 

With perfect theatre weather, no 
first runners have anything to com- 
plain about. Gaynor and Farrell 
prove they still have a hold on Den- 
ver and the Orph is heading to- 
ward a fine week. Denham is $100 
over last week, his 25c. top proving 
popular and hundreds who went to 


second and third runs are going to 
Denham every week. 

Denver, with ‘If I Had a Million,’ 
is way down from last week when 
‘Prosperity’ bro’ ght a little pros- 
perity to Denver. Many regular 
Denver fans saved this week's ad- 
mission and perhaps putting next 
week’s with it as well are buying $1 
seats to world premiere of ‘Silver 
Dollar’ Thursday night. House will 
close all day Thursday to decorate, 
and one show at night. Regular 
prices rest of. week. 

Paramount not doing any better on 
split week now than for first few 
weeks under that policy: Rialto with 
a seven-day picture is better than 
last week’s split policy. 

Denver, with ‘Silver Dollar,’ and 
Orpheum with ‘Conquerors’ are put- 
ting on the. biggest campaigns of 
year for next week. 

Last week the Broadway, with the 
musical comedy ‘Sally,’ did close to 
$12,000, with a $2 top. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,700; 15-25), 
‘Magic Night’ (UA) and stage show. 
Biz still bullish at 15 and 25; $3,600 
is plenty oke, Last week ‘Last Mile’ 
(Tiff) did an excellent $3,500. Pic- 
ture tied into tocal angle of last riot 
at Colorado state pen and caused lot 
of talk around town. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50), ‘If I Had a Million’ (Par). Mar- 
jorie Nash at the organ. Slumped 
to $8,000. Last week ‘Prosperity’ 
(M-G) did an okay $10,500. Dressler- 
penne in Denver usually pack ’em 
n. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50), ‘Tess of the Storm 
Country’ (Fox). West Masters at 
the organ. Gaynor-Farrell upping 
the pace again to a nice $12,000. 
Last week ‘Fugitive’ (WB) did a 
good $9,000. However, it was quite 
a drop from the previous week, 
when ‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox) 
clocked $14,000. 

Paramount (2,000; 25-40), ‘Night 
After Night’ (Par) and ‘Trouble in 
Paradise’ (Par), split week. Looks 
to $5,000, mild. Last week ‘Hot 
Saturday’ (Par) and ‘Three on a 
Match’ (FN) did only $3,500, poor, 
on a split week. 

Rialto (900; 20-25-40), ‘That’s My 
Boy’ (Col). Fair $2,800. Last week 
‘Last Man’ (Coil) and ‘Night Club 
Lady’ (Col) only $2,200. 





Radio Stayer-Inners on 
Sun. Nite Denting L’ville 


Louisville, Nov. 28. 

Theatre in Louisville had little to 
be thankful for Thanksgiving week, 
which proved to be one of low weeks 
of fall season. However, all man- 
agers were looking forward to better 
receipts during the current week, 
with a good start indicated over the 
week end. 

Opening of National, with its 40c 
scale for stage show and picture, is 
gradually cutting into boxoffice re- 
turns of other theatres, and the hurt 
is being felt on everything but the 
better pictures. 

With better than average pictures 
at several houses, and with a little 
more wholehearted exploitation, the 
week may come near to being aver- 
age for these days and times. Sun- 
day night radio programs believed 
to be holding lot of middle-aged 
patrons at their firesides. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ (M-G). Way off at 
$5,000. Last week ‘Prosperity’ (M- 
G) closed to a big $12,000, following 
the biggest ad campaigns here in 
two years. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,700; 25- 
30-55) —‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Bow is bowling ’em over 
for a nifty $9,500. Last week ‘Cabin 
in Cotton’ (FN) $6,900. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; %65- 
35-50)—‘If I Had a Million’ (Par). 
Good for $6,000. Last week ‘You 
Said a Mouthful’ (FN) $5,500. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Virtue’ 
(Col). Fair $2,500. Last week 
‘Sport Parade’ (Radio) a blah $1,600. 

National (2,400; 15-25-40) — 
‘Crooked Circle’ (WW) with Marcus 
Show. This is the next to the last 
week for the A. B. & Marcus show. 
Off at $3,000. Last week ‘False 
Faces’ (WW) $5,000. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40)—‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Fox). Off 
at $1,800. Last week ‘He Learned 
About Women’ (Par), $3,000. 


Gals Go Big in Cincy; 
Bennett, $13,500; Bow, 
$10,000; B.0.’s Look Up 


Cincinnati, Nov. 28. 

Current take at downtown cine- 
mas is favorable following last 
week's Thanksgiving harvest. ‘Pros- 
perity’ is a bellringer for the second 
week, 

‘Rockabye’ and ‘Call Her Savage’ 
are the best drawing new releases. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘Old 
Dark House’ (U) and RKO Na- 
tional Revue. Screen and stage fare 
both sans names and 50-50 in cano- 
py and press plugs. Should get 
$13,000, mild. Last week ‘Too Busy 
to Work’ (Fox) and F-M ‘Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse’ unit with Molly 
Picon added. Pulled oke $18,300. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G). Holding over 
to a sweet $10,000, following a high 
and handsome $17,200 in first seven 
days and warranting a third week’s 
showing. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Rockabye’ (RKO). Bennett, large 
typed, swinging along to $13,500, 
good. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(RKO) $10,500, fair. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) Clara Bow 
arrowing for big $10,000. Last week 
‘Night After Night’ (Par) $9,500, 
good. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Night Mayor’ (Col). Polling an av- 
erage $6,000. Last week ‘You Said a 
Mouthful’ (FN) built up to $6,700, 
which was quite tasty considering 
comedy opposish, 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 15-30)— 
‘Rain’ (UA), second run, and ‘Pay- 
ment Deferred’ (M-G). Split week. 
En route to $3,000, oke. Last week 
‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) $1,300, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Hidden Gold’ (U) and ‘Bride of the 
Legion’ (ist Div.). Nice $3,000 in 
prospect. Last week ‘King Murder’ 
(Ist Div.) and ‘Wild Horse Mesa’ 
(Par) $2,400, oke. 

Ufa (400; 30-40) — ‘Rasputin’ 
(Capitol). In second week, good 
—— indicated, after $3,000 first 
week. 











Couldn't Get Hays’ Contract 





Exhib Quittner Tried It by Motion—Par 
Suit Going to Trial 





In arguing a motion requiring 
Paramount to produce various rec- 
ords, documents and minutes of 
meetings, Arthur Butler Graham, 
for Joseph Quittner, demanded a 
copy of Will Hays’ contract. Pro- 
duction of the Hays agreement was 
wanted because it contains a clause 
which, it was alleged by counsel 
for Quittner, does not hold him re- 
sponsible for the financial end of 
the M.P.P.D.A. 





Gabe Hess, for Hays, argued 
against approval of the motion in 
this respect and it wasn’t granted, 
court at the same time denying mo- 
tion on Par records when it was 
stated by counsel it would take 
months to collect the data wanted 
and several trucks to transport it to 
court. With case set for early hear- 
ing, it was believed court felt Par 
would not have sufficient time to 
dig up papers desired. 





Labor Claims 


Los Angelés, Nov. 28. 

Enrico Ricardi, singer, has en- 
tered a claim for unpaid wages with 
the state labor commission against 
Bill Hogan's orchestra, now at the 
Frolics, Culver City. .Ricardi says 
he was only paid $15 during the 
past four weeks and seeks the re- 
maining $225 he claims is due. 

Walter Morosco has been sum- 
moned for hearing before the com- 
mission on the charge that he failed 
to pay Filip Albrechtsen, butler, 
$27.50 wages. 


Balto Regrets 
Cut Scale War; 
Rbye Big 146 


Baltimore, Nov. 28. 


Business is rallying and things 
are beginning to look up once more. 
Cut-price wave was a severe shock 
to the economic status of the the- 
atres in the downtown belt, and 
while they are. still feeling it 
slightly, they are nevertheless now 
starting to sit up again and take 
nourishnient, 

But as the town goes into its third 
week of lowered admissions there 
is no doubt that the theatres are 
not as well off as they were before 
the war started. And there isn’t any 
doubt that all of them would be 
happy to get back to status quo if 
they knew how to go about it. They 
regret their haste, but are making 
the best of a bad mistake, 


On general strength there is little 
dispute that the great pull of the 
week is at the Hippodrome where 
Constance Bennett is drawing raves 
and femmes for ‘Rockabye.’ Local 
critics Who have been anti-Bennett 
in the past are at present leadifig 
the fanfare for this one. House 
started out with a rush and it’s 
building. 

Runnerup for s. a. honors goes to 
the New where Clara Bow is mak- 
ing her comeback. The red-headed 
gal is by all odds one of the biggest 
attractions this house has had this 
season. 

‘If I Had a Million’ was another 
one of those pictures that drew 
huzzas from the dailies, but it’s 
having a tough time duplicating 
that reception in cash. The fans in 
this town want their flickers in the 
recognizable mold and with enough 
male-and-female seasoning. 

‘Strange Interlude’ figures as sat- 
isfactory for its two-a-day session. 
Will stick out its fortnight to a 
sizeable profit for Loew's. 

Estimate For This Week 

Auditorium (2,000; 65-83-$1.10- 
$1.65). ‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G). 
Opening week at twice daily meant 
$9,600, okey, and for the current and 
final session looks for $5,000 more. 
In about three months arrives at 
the Stanley, Loew’s run spot right 
next door to the Auditorium. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-40-55-65)—"Hot Saturday’ (Par) 
and vaude. Lita Grey Chaplin and 
Jimmy Savo on the stage helping 
some, and may reach $16,000, very 
oke. Town in general is on the rise 
currently as the shopping district 
booms for the preholiday buying 
rush. Last week ‘Cabin in Cotton’ 
(FN) nice enough at $15,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-40-55-65)—‘Rockabye’ (Radio) 
and vaude, Pickens Sisters head- 
lining but completely overshadowed 
by the terrific punch of this film. 
Femmes by the carload for la Ben- 
nett’s current heart tangles. Big- 
gest Bennett apparently since ‘Com- 
mon Clay’ locally. Indicates $14,000, 
smash proportions at the lowered 
rates. Last week ‘Conquerors’ 
(Radio) got a mighty boost from 
the Thanksgiving holiday on the 
closing day to touch $11,300, quite 
oke. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40-50)—‘Learned About Women’ 
(Par). House is plunging on ads 
currently and it needs everything 
to help this film above $4,000 fair- 











ish. ‘Air Mail’ (U) _ previously 
touched $4,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-85- 
40-50).—‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox). 


Clara Bow is doing it, not terrific, 
but an acknowledged power at the 
box office when compared with 
previous films in this house during 
the past few months. Jacks the 
register figures plenty at $6,000. 
‘Tess of Storm Country’ (Fox) pre- 
ceding week got by at $4,200. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25- 





o5-40-55-65)—TI IL Had Million’ 


3 Tough Weeks Until Xmas; 
Grosses Slid Slightly During Nov. 


At no time during November has 


the b. o. situation among the first 
run spots in the three biggest keys 
been anything except doubtful. 


Now, with December approaching 
and the pre-holiday slump setting 
in, the first run b. o. of New York, 
Los Angeles and Chicago faces a 
precarious three weeks that calls 
for the utmost alertness upon the 
part of theatre operaters. 
November has been a_i tough 
month for product, but December 
is to be no better and may be even 


tougher, according to what New 
York showmen are discussing. A 
shortage of suitable or almost any 


product ic being felt for these first 
runs. 

Present compilations from ‘Va- 
riety’s’ weekly b. o. estimates in- 
dicate thaf for the four weeks end- 
ing Nov. 25, as compared with Oc- 
tober, this year, the aggregate 
grosses of the three spots declined 
6.25%. Hardest hit is the Coast. 

Elimination of stage shows and a 
generally lowered scale dipped the 
total takein, according to observa- 
tion. 

Aggregately the three keys gross- 
ed $1,250,200 in November as against 
$1,331,550 in October. The same 
situations are 12.8% under Novem- 
ber, 1931, as compared to Novem- 
ber, this year. In November, 1931, 
the aggregate b, o. for the same 
spots amounted to $1,434,700. 

Best in East 
Best showings thus far are bemg 


comparisons show these spots be-' 
ing less than 1% under October, 
this year as against November. 
Grossing an estimated $794,400 in 
(Continued on page 15) 


ITS PRE-XMAS IN MONT.; 
‘HOT SAT. TEPID, 136 


Montreal, Nov. 28. 





month's pre-holiday outlooky Much 


when 
Only 


read last week, 


ously near 
expected. 


pengoes a-plenty 


on 15th birthday and seven acts of 
vaude. 

Currently show shoppers have 4a 
plethora of choice, each one of the 
big three main stems showing aces, 
with Palace on top with ‘Prosperity’ 


Fans seemingly prefer to walk 
streets gazing in windows, since 
department stores are  whack- 


ing up the ballyhoo for Xmas trade. 
Loew’s goes back to five acts and 
‘Hot Saturday’ and Capito! double 
bill includes ‘Night Mayor.’ Prin- 
cess trying out a brace of British. 
Nabes taking it on chin and liable to 
stay cold till January. 
Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 60-75) 
—‘Jack’s the Boy’ (British). This 
legit house goes grind this week and 
may get ‘Old Countryites’, $6,000 
maybe. Last week French operetta 
company gathered $8,000 on sub- 
scriptions and sales. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75)—‘Pros- 
perity’ (M-G). They ought to flock 
to this, but as things are may only 
get $12,500. Last week ‘Red Dust 
(M-G) dipped to $11,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col) and ‘Divorce in the 
Family’ (M-G). About $9,000. ‘Ti- 
ger Shark’ (WB) and ‘Three on a 
Match’ (WB) previous week barely 
took $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) - (3,200; 75)—‘Hot 
Saturday’ (Par) and vaude, oke for 
$13,000. Last week sevén acts” of 
vaude for anniversary ballyhoo and 
‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) grossed 
$15,000, all the money tin town. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 25-60)— 
‘Thark’ (British) and ‘Sign of Four’ 
(British). May be upset here on 
great popularity of Tom Walls and 
Ralph Lynn. Guess is for $8,000. 
Last week ‘Okay America’ (U) and 
‘Children of the Big House’ (Col), 
$7,000. 

Imperial (France Film) (1,900; 25- 





40)—‘Les Gaites de Il'Escadron’ 
(French). Probably around $1,609. 
wast week ‘Si Tu Veux’ (French) 
$1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘La Fille et le Garcon’ 
(French). Repeated from last week» 
when it grossed $1,400. May get 
$1,000. 

(Par). Hotcha notices and every. 
thing on paper to make a standout, 
but they're just not coming in that 
way. Will be satisfied from open- 
ing pace if the total manages to hop 
across the $13,000 line, which means 
just passable on the books. Getting 
the smarter mob but that’s small 


compensation for the b.o. lethargy, 
‘Prosperity’ (M-G) was retarded by 





anti-reviews to $16,300, good, 


made by the Broadway houses, as 


Theatre men are morose over next 


above average shows dipped peril- 


Loew's came through with a wallop’ 
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Looks Like Unit System for RKO . 


Film Studio—Selznick Back to 
Coast Without New Contract 


—__—___—- + 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

It’s understood on the new unit 
system proposition for Radio pic- 
tures production the maximum cost 
wiil be $175,000. 

An attempt to bring in an average 
programmer fer $125,000 will be 
made. 

Figured at this average studio 
will be able to balance film rentals 
grosses now obtainable, it is 
claimed. 





New York, Nov. 28. 

Dave Selznick is returning this 
week to the coast without having 
fixed himself a new deal with RKO. 
Whatever negotiations may be had 
with Selznick will be through Ben 
B. Kahane, president of Radio Pic- 
tures. 

Kahane has been reported from 
time to time as coming east but 
indications are that he will not leave 
the coast for at least two weeks and 
not before Selznick returns to the 
studio there. 

The RKO heads in the east are 
apparently determined not to 
negotiate any new deal with Selz- 
nick at the present time, although 
various compromise plans were pre- 
sented from the Selznick end. Each 
of these had Selznick supervising 
all production besides producing 
some pictures personally. 

Among these plans, it is stated, 
was one whereby Selznick proposed 
to unitize the RKO studios with 
such producers as Lewis Milestone, 
King Vidor and Walter Wanger. 
It is doubtful if Milestone would 
consider a contract at under $75,- 
000 and percentage per picture. 
Same with Vidor. Wanger’s terms 
are not estimated. 

Jaffe at $1,500 


Much of the RKO obstinacy to 
signing a new deal presently with 
Selznick comes from the fact that 
he signed Sam Jaffe as studio man- 
ager at a time when the RKO east- 
ern heads were not quite ready to 
do so, and then assigned Jaffe to 
production instead. The rub was 
over the question of Jaffe’s salary 
of $1,500 weekly, it is said. Eastern 
execs figured Selznick signed Jaffe 
for more money than was being 
considered or that he had received 
in simar job at Paramount. At Par 
Jaffe was under his brother-in-law, 
Ben Schulberg. 

Another eastern objection is that 
besides desiring to produce pictures 
personally on a percentage basis 
and a share of the profit, Selznick 
wants to supervise all on an addi- 
tional salary of $4,000 weekly, $1,000 
more than he has been receiving. 

The RKO people figure that the 
studio will be unitized and plans 
are for producers not to handle 
more than four to six pictures each. 
Selznick’s plan had him down for 
eight personally, besides supervis- 
ing all production, according to ac- 
counts, on Radio’s 36 feature films 
annually. 

DeMille’s Example 

The particular example on this 
production matter is Cecil DeMille, 
who in his 19 years of work as a 
successful picture producer has 
made but 57 pictures, or an average 
of three yearly. In that time, he 
also supervised 15. Yet DeMille is 
rated as about the industry’s crack 
director and is probably the wealth- 
jest producer in the biz on his own 
right. His ‘Sign of the Cross’ opens 
at the Rialto, Broadway, Wednesday 
(30). Statistics of DeMille’s com- 
plete record were sent out in New 
York by his press dept. 

Kahane’s Plan 

Kahane has a unit plan all set for 
the studio and has been known to 
have spoken to several indie pro- 
ducers. for possible RKO hookups. 

How Kahane’s idea jibes or differs 
with Selznick’s remains unknown. 
Kahane will likely present his unit 
plan to the RKO heads in New 
York, upon his arrival during De- 
cember. 

Selznick has been east around a 
month, during which time the RKO 
studio production has been under 
the supervision of Merriam Cooper, 
who has been suggested as one of 
RKO’s new unit producers by Selz- 
nick. 

Selznick’s overlong stay in New 
York probably was impelled by the 
reports that Kahane was likely to 
come east sooner than 
intended. 


he really 





Clocking 





Hollywood, Novy. 28. 
Since the advent of John 
Hertz, the taxi mogul, at Para- 
mount, scribblers on the lot 
have become jittery over ru- 
mors that he plans to clamp 
meters on all the typewriters. 


THESE ARE THE DAYS 
TO CRACK IN, SAYS DAAB 


These are the days to crack in the 
business with a wallop and stay 
there. The right kind of an indie 
producer has his greatest oppor- 
tunity. What he needs is a story 
with a slightly different slant and 
a bandwagon of exploitation. 

So says Hy Daab, former press 
agent, who now has a 32,000-word 
story ready for production. 

‘All I need is $35,000,’ says Daab, 
‘and I will handle the exploitation. 
I don’t have to go to the big com- 
panies for distribution. I'll market 
it myself and make money.’ 

















Young Brown Learning 


Hiram S. ‘Buddy’ Brown, Jr., son 
of the former president of RKO, is 
going into the film biz. 

He has started with Amedee J. 
Van Beuren, working his way from 
the ground up. 








Goldstone Third Producer 
Of ‘Public Damned’ Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Phil Goldstone’s next production 
will be ‘Public Be Damned,’ same 
title announced by Radio and which 
Columbia is using for a story in 
preparation, Goldstone and Radio 
had the title on their programs sev- 
eral months ago. 

Wilson Collison wrote the Gold- 
stone version, which Christy Ca- 
banne will direct. Negotiations are 
on to get Edmund Lowe for the 
lead. 





LANGDON’S SERIAL 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Harry Langdon engaged by Nat 
Levine as featured comedian with 
Bela Lugosi in serial, ‘Whispering 
Shadow,’ which goes into produc- 
tion Dec. 1. 





Steele’s ‘Zoo’ Chore at Par 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Joe Steele, former FN p. a., has 
been asigned the adaptation of ‘The 
Murder in the Zoo’ at Paramount. 


| Workers’ Average Age 
Obtained Through Survey 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 
A survey is being conducted un- 
der the auspices of the local Film 
Board of Trade to find out the 
laverage age of the theatre attend- 
‘ant. Survey being made under the 
|direction of Audrey Litell, local 
| Secretary, may be the forerunner of 
ia national survey along same lines. 
| Local spot is being used as a test. 
If results warrant same will be 

done by every film board of trade. 


ANOTHER NOTABLE AD 
CAMPAIGN FOR ‘CROSS’ 


Advertising campaign on ‘The 
Sign of the Cross,’ which is paving 
the way for the opening Wednesday 
(30) at the Rialto, New York, has 











to face the handicap of several 
notable recent campaigns. John 
Cc. Flinn, handling the ‘Cross’ open- 
ing, has virtually created the new 
departure when he planted his then 
sensational campaign for “The Cov- 
ered Wagon,’ and he’s come through 
again. 

Sunday ads in New York had a 
single attractor cut running down 
the left hand side of the space with 
a shield bearing four stars, each in 
a laurel wreath. The display, lines 
at top, bottom and middle are ‘Four 
Stars,’ at the top, the ‘Cross’ title 
in the center and the house name 
at the bottom, equally spaced. De 
Mille’s name gains attention 
through the spacing above and be- 
low rather than through blackness 
of type, which permits the name to 
run with the title without either 
killing the other. Above the title 
are the names of the four leads. Be- 
low is a little well written sales talk 
and showing time and price scale; 
the latter $1.50 top. 

Selection of type faces and their 
disposal is such that they have 
virtually white space value in mak- 
ing display while still carrying the 
message. It dominated every one 
of the five Sunday dailies in which 
it appeared. 

With the opening the formation of 
road touring companies is now be- 
ing compieted, with the same $1.50 
top and campaign. 


Hal Oliver Broke 


Hal Oliver, RKO p.a., giving his 
his home address at 143 West 49th 
street, New York, admits he’s broke 
via the bankruptcy courts. 

Assets none; debts, $11,695. 


Stahl on ‘Divorce’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
John Stahl will direct ‘Divorce 
Question.’ 
It’s the stage play by William 
Anthony McGuire which Universal 
purchased from Edward Roland. 


Johnny Hines In 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Johnny Hines has been engaged 
by Metro for a part in ‘Whistling in 
the Dark,’ featuring Ernest Truex, 
with Eliot Nugent directing. 
Frank Vincent spotted Hines. 




















Some New Faces at Old Roxy 





Several changes have occurred in 
the backstage personnel of the old 
Roxy during the past week. Sevy- 
eral of the heip moved over to the 
RKO fold in Radio City, where they 
will work for Roxy himself in the 
latter new R. C. houses. 

The old house is working with a 
new property crew and a new line 
and ballet group. Mary Read has 
replaced Russell Market in charge 
of the line. Miss Read is the one 
who introduced the Tiller step stuff 
|}{n America. The new Roxyettes at 
| the old houses will be increased to 
| 32 under Miss Read’s tutelage. The 
same girls will comprise part of the 





| ballet which has been increased to | 


| 48 girls. 

This ballet will be under the di- 
rection of Catherine Littlefield, who 
comes to the old 
Philadelphia Opera Company. 
Littlefield will also be the premiere 
ballerina, 





Entire production staff continues 
under the direction of Frank Cam- 
'bria, managing cirector of house. 


Several from Backstage at Radio City—New 
Ballet Mistress 





Roxy from the | 
Miss | 


vv 


PHILA’S TAX IN AIR 


Off Again With Tax 
Measures 





On Again, 





Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 

It’s off-again, on-again with the 
5% amusement admittance tax pro- 
posed by Philadelphia’s City Council 
as a measure for new revenue. 

The bill was sidetracked last 
week when a straight half-of-1% 
income tax levy was proposed on 
the salary of every person employed 
in Philadelphia, a measure which 
would have produced enough revy- 
enue to meet all demands. <A storm 
of protest broke out all over the city 
;against the measure and council 
made a quick retreat. 

The various ‘nuisance taxes’ have 
again been considered and it is be- 
lieved that._most of them, including 
|the admission tax, will be passed. 
Drastic economy moves are being 
made in the various city depart- 
ments and so far the bill hasn't 
' been brought up for final consid- 
eration. 





6 Anti-Trust Suits in Films 


Now Filed—3 Going to Trial Soon 





Ruined Lil 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
After several treatments at 
Par, Mae West’s ‘Diamond Lil’ 
has emerged as ‘Ruby Red,’ 
with what was considered ob- 
jectionable features eliminated. 
Reading the new script, Miss 





West commented: 

‘They've spoiled ‘Diamond 
Lil’ by making it cheap and 
tawdry.’ 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 





As elsewhere reported, John 
Hertz yielded to the Hays 
stand against screening ‘Lil.’ 











COMPROMISE AVERTS 
FWC THEATRE STRIKE 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Strike threatened today (28) at 
the United Artists. Pantages, West 


Coast, Long Beach and Fox Wilshire 
theatres by stagehands was averted 
when a compromise was made by 
Fox-WC on their demands that two 
electricians be used at the Egyp- 
tion, Hollywood, which was re- 
cently reopened as second run split 
week picture house. 

Compromise provides for one 
electrician to do all theatre main- 
tenance work. 


Holiday Hurts Extras 


Hollywood, .Nov. 28. 


Extra placements down to 3,459 
last week, which had only five work- 
ing days due to Thanksgiving. 

No big sets, with a crowd of 132 
on Fox’s ‘Face in the Sky’ the 
week’s topper. 











Wilk-Saxe Going on 
WB N. Y. Talent Job 


Warners’ eastern picture talent 
casting, formerly handled by Har- 
old Kemp as part of the WB head 
booker job, which Kemp gave up 
to go with NBC, will be split be- 
tween Jake Wilk, scenario head, and 
Sam Saxe, Flatbush studio man- 
ager. 

Wilk will contact the people and 
Saxe will handle the tests. Wilk is 
taking Kemp’s secretary, Mildred 
Weber, to interview the actors. 





Horton Back New Year’s 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Edward Everett Horton, currently 
in England making a picture for 
British-Gaumont, has been engaged 
by cable for the next Chevalier pic- 
ture at Paramount ‘Way to Love.’ 
Horton was up for a second pic- 
ture with BG, but called it off in 
favor of the Par offeY. He’s due 
back here Jan. 1. 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 11) 


‘Once In a Lifetime’ (U) and Olsen 
& Johnson on stage who were 


mainly responsible for very big 
$16,000. 
Century (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 


‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). Picture 
pleases, but shows no box office 
wallop. Will Rogers no longer lur- 
ing ’em in as of yore. Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday an aid to gross. Should 
reach Okay $8,500. Last week, ‘Two 
7 9 Saga the World’ (WB), $3,800, 
ight. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)— 
‘Golden West’ (Fox). First western 
for several weeks and attracting 
some attention at this house, good 
spot for this sort of picture. Looks 
like about $3,500, fair. Last week, 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par), 
$2,900, iight. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 40)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). First Min- 
neapolis run. Powell-Francis com- 
bination bringing in some _ cus- 
tomers. Fair $2,600. Last week 


‘Smiling Through’ (MG), good at 
$4,000. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Back 


Street’ (U) and ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(RKO), split, second and third loop 





runs. About $1,200 indicated, fair. 
Last week, ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), 
fourth loop run, and ‘That’s My 
soy,’ (Col), first loop but second 
city run, split, $2,800, big. 








There are around 65 suits on file 
against major distributors, each 
bearing in some manner or other on 
the anti-trust laws, according to an 
unofficial checkup. Some are new, 
some are three and four years old, 
and in the case of the greatest num- 
ber it is doubtful when they will 
come to trial, if at all. 

In the past many such suits have 
been settled out of court or cases 
broken by the opposition. 

Three of the more important ac« 
tions on file are being heard this 
fall. They are the Quittner vs, 
Paramount, E. M. Loew vs. Para- 
mount, and Ivan Abramson vs. Hays 
and all distribs. In the Quittner 
action the Hays office and other dis- 
tributors as well as Adolph Zukor, 
S. R. Kent and Sam Katz are 
named. To trial current week after 
several postponements, Kent and 
Katz will be questioned, although 
since the Quittner action was bezcun 
they have severed their connections 
with Paramount. 

Quittner asks for $5,200,000 and 
has Arthur Butler Graham as his 
counsel, while Abramson is asking 
$3,500,000, alleging restraint of trade 
by the M.P.P.D.A. and its producer 
distributor members. 

The Abramson suit, with Blau, 
Perlman & Polakoff as attorneys, 
will come to trial Dec. 5 in Federal 
Court, New York. 

The E. M. Loew action Against 
Paramount, also under the Sherman 
laws, is now being heard in Boston 
by a special master. Some testi- 
mony was taken in. New York a 
week ago on the case. 





Par Anteing ‘Cross’ Terms 
May Delay L. A. Premiere 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Paramount boosted the terms on 
‘Sign of the Cross’ which Fox West 
Coast wanted to put into Grau- 
man’s Chinese opening Dec. 24, 
with the possibilities now that the 
picture may not get local opening 
until after New Year. 





SIMILARITY CHANGES YARN 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

‘Zoo in Budapest,’ Jesse Lasky’s 
first film for Fox, is in for a re- 
write. 

Revamping is to take out ele- 
ments in the story similar to one 
of the sequences in Warners’ ree 
cently previewed ‘Central Park.’ 


Studio Placements 








H. B. Warner, Louise Carter, 
‘Jennie Gerhardt,’ Par. 

William Gargan, ‘Sweepings,’ 
Radio. 


Alison Skipworth, ‘All the Queen’s 
Men,” Par. 

Patricia Farley, 
Jungle,’ Par. 

Ayn Rand, 
Pearl,’ U. 

Mary Brian, ‘Blue Moon Murder 
Case,’ WB. 

Arthur Brilant, 
‘Suicide Club,’ U. 

Gloria Stuart, ‘Private Jones,’ U. 

Lois Wilson, Grant Withers, 
Richard Warwick, Dorothy Revier, 
Richard Lou, Toshia Mori, Titusa 
Koami, Luke Chan, ‘Yellow Cargo,* 
Invincible, working at U. 

James Donlin, Matt McHugh, 
Sterling Holloway, Frank Marlow, 
Bradley Page, ‘Pig Boats,’ Metro. 

Yorke Sherwood, ‘The Lady,’ 
Metro. 

Nat Pendleton, ‘Child of Manhat- 
tan,’ Col. 

Richard Bennett, John Halliday, 
‘Passage to Paradise,’ Par. 


‘King of ‘the 
continuity, ‘Black 


screen play, 


Henry B. Walthall, ‘South of 
Sonora,’ WB. 

Florence Arliss, ‘King’s Vaca- 
tion,’ WB. 

Edward Van _ Sloan, Josephine 


Whittell, Infernal Machine,’ Fox. 

Ferdinand Gottschalk, Helen 
Ware, Harold Huber, ‘Blue Moon 
Murder Case,’ WB. 

John Davidson, Louis Natheau, 
Walter Miller, James Gordon, ‘Be- 
hind Jury Doors,’ Hanchon Royer 
prod. 

Spencer 
Bad,’ Fox. 

Helen Jerome Eddy, Louise Cars 
ter, ‘Madame Butterfly,’ Par. 

Harold Hecht, to direct dances for 
‘She Done Him Wrong,’ Par. 

Sam Mintz, adaptation, ‘Ad Man,’ 
Fox. 

Earle Snell, H. M. Walker, orig- 
inal story, ‘Alaska Bound,’ U. 


Charters, ‘Broadway 


John H. Clymer, James Ewins, 
adaptation, ‘This Loyalty,’ U. 
Jack Jungmeyer, James Mul- 


Li- 


hauser, Clarence Marks, dialog, ‘bg 
Cage,’ U. 


Wallace Ford, ‘Big Cage,’ U. 
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Hip at 10-15-25c Does $120 


on 


Ist Week with Profit of Over $2,000 


A couple of 10c exhibitors came 
out of the middle west a few weeks 
ago and asked if there were any 
empty theatres around. Someone 
piloted them to 6th avenue and they 
took over the Hippodrome. 

The Woolworthing exhibs, A. J. 
Cooper and Wilham Carroll, picked 
up Cecil E. Maberry on the way. 
He’s been operating houses in Okla- 
homa. Together they tried some 
hinterland showmanship in the city. 
Maberry is financially interested 
with Cooper and Carroll, besides 
being the Hip’s newest managing 
director. 

Ciuess of the trio was right, even 
if some of the big shot showmen 
around ‘Broadway might have 
laughed at them. On their first 
week the Hip shows some black. 
First week’s overhead running to 
$9,000 with initial week’s gross $11,- 
200, with a 10-15-25ce scale all day. 
Some advance advertising and prep- 
aration of house for opening brought 
nut up for first week, but it’s to 
come down $1,000 or more for the 
future. FPurned a lot of coal, too, 
to heat the Sixth avenue barn. 


Overhead 


Stage show budget is around $1,- 
050, while film, with the low-scale 
showmen buying it anywhere, runs 
to around $1,000, including features 
and shorts. Rent is $1,800 a week, 
while lighting the cavern behind the 
‘lL’ runs to nearly $1,000. On the 
first week house spent over $2,000 
for advertising, billboarding the 
town. 

Alec Moss is Maberry’s right hand 
man and responsible for the adver- 
tising, exploitation and publicity. 
He was with Maberry in Columbia 
pictures some years back, when 
Maberry was selling film. Now he 
and his partners are selling a price 
to the New York public, offering 
‘em a show of from two to three 
hours of film and stage entertain- 
ment sans a diamond glow, at 2 top 
of two bits. Town went for the 
price and packed the Hip down- 
stairs for the first time in years, 
with management finally forced to 
open the second balcony which they 
didn’t want to heat up for nothing. 

The average admission is about 
19¢ with 60,000 people in for week. 

While the Hipp was getting $11,- 
200 and a profit on its first week, 
the Roxy, for instance, last week 
fell away to $31,000, into a pool of 
red. 

Selling Scale 

The Cooper-Carroll-Maberry com- 
bination isn’t selling film so much 
as they’re selling price and vaude. 
Marquee doesn’t even mention names 
of pictures, which during first week 
on four changes included ‘Drifting 
Souls’ and ‘Hell’s House’ (FD), 
*Tizger Shark’ (WB) and ‘War Cor- 
respondent’ (Col). Makes little dif- 
ference whether they were third or 
eigth run, people come anyway. 

Kid scale is 10c at all times for 
any seat. 

Cooper-Carroll-Maberry trio may 
take over other houses for a simi- 
lar policy, here and elsewhere, be- 
lieving that possibly they can do 
for a quarter what Woolworth has 
been able to do with a dime. 

Out West 

Out in Ohio and Western Penn- 
Sylvania, Cooper & Carroll operate 
a string of nine 10 centers. Chain 
Opposition in one of their towns 
Once offered them a heap big sum 
to close down their dimer, accord- 
ing to the story, with Cooper & 
Carroll turning around to offer the 
chain a larger sum if it’d give up. 

Hippodrome and what’s it’s do- 

ing so far has the effect of bring- 
ing to showmen’s attention the fact 
that a matter of price has been 
making money for other exhibs 
right around New York. The Stan- 
ley, in the shadow of Times Square, 
the Savoy on 84th street, some of 
the Consolidated’s 8th ave. houses 
and others right along for years 
have been showing a profit for their 
Operators at lic and a quarter. City, 
©n 14th street, once the pride of 
Fox, at a_.lic top is also in black. 
: Most of the big chains never heard 
of Cooper & Carroll, unless with 
their dimes, they became opposition. 
Now the chains are offering C. & C. 
— houses they want to get rid 
ot. 


O’BRIEN’S 2ND GREY YARN 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Fox will use another Zane Grey 
story as George O’Brien’s next. It’s 
“Man From Missouri.’ 
Adaptation is being handled by 
Gordon Rigby and Sidney Mitchell. 








No Partnership Matters 


Harold Robb and Richard Rowley, 
Southern chain operators, and John 
Kunsky and John Trendle, of De- 
troit, are in New York, but not on 
partnership deals with Publix. 

Robb & Rowley are the Publix 
partners in Arkansas. Kunsky- 
Trendle combination controls a mi- 
nority interest in the Publix Detroit 
setup. These remain the same, ac- 
cording to Publix. 

R. & R. are up on one of their 
frequent New York trips, while 
Kunsky and Trendle are said to be 
here on radio matters. 


Balto Nabes Reject 
Price-Cut Idea; to 
Keep Present Scale 


Baltimore, Nov. 28. 

Having kept a close check on the 
result of the price lowering epi- 
demic in the main stem, the neigh- 
borhood exhibs came to a decision 
quickly in regards to the possible 
shifting of their own change. The 
answer is a flat negative. Prices 
will stay as is, say the exhibs; if 
the big houses downtown want to 
commit suicide that’s their business. 

Led By Herman Blum, president 
of the M. P. T. O. of Maryland, the 
local Allied organization, which con- 
tains the great majority of the 
Baltimore exhibitors, the theatres 
will not only retain their price level 
but are figuring on a possible rise 
shortly after the New Year. 

In fact, these houses have been 
discussing a possible five and 10c. 
rise all along the line, but have been 
deterred from that move for the 
present by the unexpected drop of 
the downtown tariffs. For the ex- 
hibs, it means a postponement of 
the boost which would bring rates 
back to their previous level before 
prices were cut locally about a year 
ago, when the nabe general top was 
sliced from 35c and 30c¢ to 25c and 
20c. 


PUBLIX AD CONTACT 
MEN YET TO BE SET 


Under its decentralization of the- 
atre operation, Publix home office 
advertising contact men, for most 
part, are hanging in the air. Some 
are entirely without orders or ju- 
risdiction as a result of partner- 
ships in territories which they pre- 
viously contacted. 

Pending decision by Arthur May- 
er who has been away, ill for some- 
time now, it is said a_ skeleton 
group of contact representatives 
will probably remain at the h.o., 
with some shifting tothe field with 
partnerships. Latter angle is in 
line with Publix idea for a close 
contact between partnerships and 
h.o. 

Once nearly twice this number 
there are now seven ad contact men 
in New York, each of whom han- 
dled territories from the b.o. side 
by side with division directors when 
everything was operated from head- 
quarters. 

They are John Smith (de luxe 
division), Rodney Bush (middle 
west), Don Chambers (northwest), 
Ed Olmstead (south and _ south- 
west), George Plank (southeast), 
and George Brown (New England, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania). 


McCarthy Goes West 


Charlie McCarthy, Fox pub and 
ad head, left for the coast over the 
weekend, to stay a couple of weeks. 
Hopes to be back before Xmas. 
Sidney Kent, Fox prez, who is in 
Hot Springs, Ark., will most likely 
pick up the chief in Kansas City 
for a west coast o.o. about the 
same time. 


‘Tonto Rim’ Remake 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

A remake of the silent ‘Under the 
Tonto Rim,’ Zane Grey story, is 
slated as Par’s next western. Henry 
Hathaway will direct. 

Kent Taylor is itn the lead. One 
of the winners of the Panther Wom- 
an contest will be spotted as top 


























femme, 


Hays Office Okays Joy 
Jump to Fox Exec Post 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Producers’ association executive 
committee granted permission for 
Jason Joy to leave that organiza- 
tion Dec. 3, instead of the first of 
next year, as previously intended. 
His studio and censorship contact 
duties will then be taken over by 
Dr. James Wingate. Joy goes to 


Fox in an executive capacity: 


for a paid secretary for the Motion 
Picture Relief fund. 


SUNDAYS AS 
TAX STAND-OFF 


Admitting ‘no way to avert the 
city tax on theatres which is ex- 
pected to be imposed by Philadel- 
phia within a week, the film indus- 
try is attempting a compromise. 

Instead of making the tax of 5% 
effective every day in the week on 
admissions of 20c and over, filmdom 
has a counter proposal which in- 
volves Sunday opening in that city 
and a generous donation of Sabbath 
receipts to city charities. 

If Philadelphia accepts the com- 
promise it will mean that the in- 
dustry will have won what seemed 
a hopeless Blue Law situation and, 
at the same time, will be compara- 
tively little out of pocket. The re- 
port now is that theatres will be 
willing to advance as high as 20% 
of their Sunday gross. 

Warners, which have the major 
theatre properties tn Philadelphia, 
have already gone on record that 
they would be willing to meet the 
tax seven days a week if the city 
would permit Sunday shows. Sea- 
soned lobbyists, however, this week 
are hurrying through the counter 
compromise of confining the tax day 
to Sunday. 


Phila Left Alone 


Warner Theatres says no change 
in the operating methods of the 
Warner Philadelphia theatres is 
contemplated. 

Previously reported WB houses 
in the Philadelphia zone were to be 
placed under supervision of the New 
York office. 

‘The status of the Philadelphia 
territory,’ says the statement, 
‘Which includes over 100 Warner 
theatres under the zone manage- 
ment of William A. Goldman, re- 
mains exactly as it has been. 

















Criterion, L. A., Dark 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Criterion here, which reopened 
three weeks ago, closes again Nov. 
30. It’s the first and final week of 
‘Lifetime’ due to bad business. 


Committee also approved the plan | 





MPTOA Backs New Trade Formula, 
Allied Sticks to U. S. Control 
In Chi Confab on New Contract 





The MPTOA and Allied yesterday 
| (28) failed in their Chicago conven- 
tion to arrive at an understanding 
for a new platform affecting dis- 
tribution as well as exhibition. Be- 
cause of its greater strength all in- 
dications are a majority of distribu- 
tors will co-operate with the 
MPTOA in its support of the new 
proposals and oppose the Allied turn 
for Federal control. In New York 
yesterday this was seen as mean- 
ing the virtual adoption of the new 
uniform contract, arbitration and 
flexible admission scale, after a 
score of changes described by both 
sides as ‘minor’. 

The mass meeting in Chicago 
yesterday and today (29) will be 
followed by a final gathering of 
eastern exhibitors in New York 
City Thursday (1). 

In New York there is every indi- 
cation of similar fireworks. This 
time the MPTOA’S eastern division 
is expected to approve uniformity. 
But, the meeting will be presided 
over by Charles O'Reilly and at- 
tended mostly by members of the 
TOCC, which right now is indiffer- 
ent to standardization formulas and 
more directly concerned with price 
and protection. 

Finish Fight 

The fight is now set to be a fin- 
ish one between Allied and the 
MPTOA. Distribs, it is no secret, 





Green’s Academy Post 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Howard Green has been elected 
to the producers’ agreement com- 
mittee of the Academy, replacing 
Oliver H. P. Garrett, who resigned 
after election to the board of di- 
rectors, 

Committee, consisting of the two 
members from each branch, is in 
charge of the operation of the pro- 
ducers’ agreement as it involves 
members of the Academy. 


Odell at Fox 


Another Parite joins Fox, with C. 
N. Odell on the payroll yesterday 
(Monday), of the publicity depart- 
ment. 

Odell, Earl Wingart’s assistant 
in Par, occupies the same capacity 
in Fox with Wingart. 








MG’S CHESTERFIELD IDEA 
Hollywood, Nov. 238. 

Metro is determined to make 
‘Nora,’ which Jean Harlow turned 
down. 

Charles McArthur is now reading 
this Anita Loos story for the pur- 
pose of fixing it up so it will sat- 
isfy Miss Harlow. 








Majors Adopt 5-Day Week 





20% More Workers Will Get Jobs at Studio’s 


asa Result 





Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


All major studios, members of 
the Hays’ group, instituted the 40- 
hour week for day workers today 
(Monday), following the lead of 
Paramount, which inazugurated the 
‘Hoover stagger plan’ three weeks 
ago. 

As in the case of Paramount the 
shortend week will only apply to 
such workers whose duties can be 
taken up by others. For the most 
part the extra work will go to 
mechanical workers such as ma- 
chinists, blacksmiths, prop makers 
and those employed on construc- 
tion. 

By replacing the 48-hour week 
with a five-day week it is expected 
that 20 percent more workers wil 
have jobs. In the case of Para- 
mount 168 more names were added 
to the payroll, an increase of 21 
percent in the labor classes in- 
volved. 

While the shortened week cannot 
be applied to such workers as | 
cameramen, sound technicians and 
others who work throughout the | 
production of a picture, a system, | 
however, will be put Into effect | 











whereby such jobs will be divided | 
by rotating the men. 


» 


Small Village Chain 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 28. 
Garlock opera house, Phelps, N. 
Y., with sound, opened by Mer- 
chants’ Co-operative Theatres, small 
Village circuit. Films four times a 
week. 











Raphaelson Settlement 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Municipal court suit of Joyce & 
Selznick against Samson Raphael- 
son for $1,100 in commissions has 
been withdrawn, with the writer 
making a settlement which also in- 
| volves payment of future commis- 
| sions on his Paramount salary. 

Case has been hanging fire for 
over six months. 


Sam Wood Relieves Pollard 


Culver City, Nov. 238. 








Harry Pollard was relieved of the | 


directorial duties on ‘Lets 
starring Wm. Haines for 
prior to the completion of the pic- 
ture. 


Sam Wood was called in for the | 
; 


final shots and is also making re- 
takes. 


Go,’ | 


Metro, | 


will give the Lightman organization 
the benefit of the inter-organiza- 
tions’ battle. Indies who don’t want 
the uniform contract can ride along 
with the present miscellaneous 
group. 

The MPTOA right now has the 
bulk of indie strength nationally. 
Its membership is almost four times 
that of Allied. 

Directors representing the entire 
western territories of the MPTOA, 
and armed with full authority from 
exhibitors in those territories, an- 
nounced after a caucus in the Con- 
gress hotel, Chicago, that they would 
stick by uniformity and fight Fed- 
eral regulation of the business if 
there were even a minimum of four 
distributors who would back them. 

Allied attitude that distribs are 
stalling and that the best move for 
the indies is to march on to Wash- 
ington was anticipated, even had 
every distrib signature of approval 
been ready to record ‘yes’ at the 
mass meeting. 

The two competitive organiza- 
tions effected a truce only when 
Lightman made what has been sinve 
revealed as a strategic move. The 
MPTOA at the last Chicago session 
agreed to go Federal if distributors 
would not grant the indies a new 
deal. In the meantime the harmony 
which has existed in the workin 
out of the industry platform and re- 
vising the old 5-5-5 formula, grad- 
ually got ripples from Allied chief- 
tains indicating ‘fight whether it is 
yes or no.’ Just bfeore the meeting 
yesterday Allied, in a confidential 
memo to members, stressed the cer- 
tainty of riding along with the Gov- 
ernment rather than with an intra- 
industry agreement. 

Exhibs Unaware 


Both mass meetings are now gen- 
erally admitted to have been sched- 
uled prematurely. Distribs had lite 
tle over two weeks to study the 
formula and make their sugges- 
tions. Exhibitors as a whole were 
taken by surprise, even some of 
their leaders not having a clear 
slant on what it is all about at the 
present moment, 

Distribs, however, have been care- 
fully informed of all the moves in 
the series of conferences between 
Sidney R. Kent and the indie repre- 
sentatives. It is said that 75% of 
them today are in accord on the 
principles of the formula, the ex- 
ceptions taken being conceded 
minor, even by several of those who 
are making them. In fact several of 
those distribs who have questioned 
the agreement declared Monday (28) 
that there is no reason why it should 
not become effective; that if it flops, 
the flop should be laid at the door 
of the exhibitor. 

Exhibitor leaders who are famil- 
iar with the exceptions are credited 
with stating, even before the Chi- 
cago blast, that these could easily 
be corrected, without engendering 





any serious objections from the 
indie box offices. 
The TOCC attitude, which will 


virtually dominate the Thursday 
meeting, is, in the words of O'Reilly, 
who Monday termed himself a guest 
president: 

‘Until a man has the right to buy 
first-run pictures’ for first-run 
money he has no rights at all.’ 


Brookhart Again 

This expression is in sympathy 
with the major specification of the 
Brookhart bill, now in committee 
and set to come up before the next 
session of Congress. Brookhart 
would have all pictures sold for the 
same price to all houses within the 
various Classes. 

The TOCC, however, while not 
favoring Federal regulation, regards 
it as a last resort for the indies. 
Whether this strongest single unit 
of indies will, on Thursday, join 





sides with Allied, does not seem 
| likely, chiefly because of its ad- 
mitted lack of faith in Allied lead- 
ers and policies, 

Again, TOCCites do not regard 
|the Brookhart measure seriously. 
| They figure that regardless of what 
|steps indie aggressions take, little 
| will be gained by seeking to put the 

business in the Government's hands 


at this time. 

Attendance at the New York 
meeting is expected to be small. Out 
| of the Manhattan hearing, however, 
is expected to come a number of 


| 


new ‘solutions.’ Quick turnover in 
|}product is the TOCC theory for 
<ombating the depression, 
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Indie Producers 





Think Majors 


Going Nuts on Flex Admish Stuff 


Indie producers are affecting an 
attitude of glee over the major in- 
dustry’s consideration of a minimum 
admission for its best pictures. They 
to concede that it will hurt 
their business. In fact, they would 
have the world believe the majors 
are surrendering the field to them; 


refuse 


that the big boys are just going 
nuts, 

Within just six months some of 
the indie leaders predict every 


house will be underselling the other 
afd things will be just that much 
better for the men who do business 
on a strictly cash basis. The indies 
remind that the biggest of them, 
Monogram, has only four regular 
percentage accounts out of 5,000 in 
the U.S. 

It's too much of a temptation for 


+ Svcutipieaiigemmaaan 


EXHIB SPLIT REVIVES 
BROOKHART BILL AGAIN 


Revival of interest in the Brook- 
hart bill was manifested yesterday 
afternoon (28) with reports from 
Chicago of Allied Exhibitors’ rejec- 
tion of an intra-industry platform 
and the assertion credited that in- 
surgent organization that it will 
now concentrate on Government 
regulation of the film industry. 

The Brookhart measure in its 
present form would be unconstitu- 
tional and does not stand a chance 
of being adopted by the next ses- 
sion of Congress, which will con- 








sider it, if it is permitted to come 


the average exhibitor to agree on | out of its present committee. This 
any one figure, and it’s too much | Was the opinion of company heads 


bother and embarassment 


public to have to go to a box office | departments 
not | which 


with just so much change and 
know the current price, they say. 

Besides that, the indies, without 
quite knowing what the Kent plan 
is all about, hold that the whole- 
saler cannot dictate to the retailer 
what minimum price the public will 
pay. They say this with Sherman- 
esque clouds in view. 

Okaying Acers 

Where the indies feel they have 
the Kent plan in a corner is on the 
point of who qualifies the acer in 
pictures as acers. 

Some of the indie leaders would 
now even advise the majors to spend 
less time and money on theories and 
a little more on their product. Where 
others thought it might be wise, 
nevertheless, to send scouts to the 
Chicago indie exhib mass meeting 
Monday (28) and ‘wise up’ the the- 
atre owners to ‘saving’ the major 
part of the industry, veteran Pov- 
erty Row men now in Seventh ave- 
nue plush chairs remarked: 

‘What’s the use of us wasting any 
time or money. There'll be no 
catastrophe in the business. The 
same thing will happen there that 
has happened everywhere and every 
time before. Let’s mind our own 
business.’ 


MGR. DODGES 
MAYOR'S INVITE 


Burlington, Ia., Nov. 28. 

Harry Weinberg, general manager 
of the Central States Theater Corp., 
is turning down a request of the 
mayor here for a conference as re- 
gards difficulties with union oper- 
ators, now on strike. Weinberg 
stated that it is impossible for him 
to leave Des Moines, but suggested 
that he meet union representatives 
at the Des Moines office of the com- 
pany. 

The Mayor is making a bid to end 
the difficulty between the theaters 
and local operators, houses now 
being operated with independent 
Iowa associations union operators 

In his communication Weinberg 
declares the corp, did everything to 
effect a reasonable settlement but 
that operators brought negotiations 
to an abrupt halt after ‘we pleaded 
that they work out a deal for the 
sake of the operators with whom 
we had already reached an under- 
standing for the ensuing year.’ 


| 
| 








Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento, Nov. 28. 
Pacific Theatres Corporation, Los An- 
geles. Capital 25,000 shares, non sub- 
scribed. Guy T. Graves, Walter E. Ben- 
nett, Vida D. Roberts. 

_Certificate changing name of Hawks & 
Votion, Inec., Los Angeles, to The Hawks 
Cerporation, 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

Gildred Building Company. To erect 
theatre. To issue 3,150 shares preferred 
and 7,605 common, par $5, 





_ Republic Studios, Inc. Film produc- 
tion. To issue all 100 shares, no par. 
Down Town Theatres, Inc. Theatre 


operation. To issue all 100 shares, no 
par. 


- Judgments 


John and Richard Ringling; J. Chasin 
by guardian; $2,664. 
American Theatre Program Corp.; 


Criterion Linotyping and Printing Co.; 
$1,847. 

Manhattan Playhouses, Inc.; Industrial 
Commissioner, State of N. Y.; $16. 


for the | who for months have had their legal 


gathering all data 
would be necessary should 
the major companies of the busi- 
ness find it necessary to fight the 
measure. 

The fact that it would regulate 
price is sufficient of itself to wash 
up the bill, say distrib spokesmen. 
Under Brookhartian rule every 
producer would have to submit in 
advance a synopsis of every feature 
he sold an exhibitor. If the exhib, 
after reading the synopsis, figured 
any of the features in the program 
would not suit the taste of his audi- 
ence, then he would have the right 
to intercede with the Government 
which would be authorized to rule 
on the case, 


Ist Run with Doubles 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 

When WB’s Davis switches to a 
double feature, first-run policy Sat- 
urday (3), it will be day and dated 
with small-seat Regent in East 
Liberty, giving East Liberty its only 
first-run house. 

Sheridan Square and Enright, 
other WB sites in naborhood sector, 
both operating under a split week 
with second runs, 








Title Changes 


‘Goose Woman,’ which was 
changed at Radio to ‘Past of Mary 
Holmes,’ goes back to ‘Goose Wom- 
Ny 

‘Queen Was in the Parlor,’ title 
changed to ‘All the Queen’s Men,’ 
Paramount, 

‘Hard to Handle’ is new title for 
‘The Inside,’ Warners. 

‘The Trail Beyond’ is now ‘Dia- 
mond Trail,’ for Monogram. 


> 





Bert Bloch Writing 
Bert Bloch left suddenly Friday 
(25) for Hollywood to become a 
Metro writer. 
His job as its eastern story edi- 
tor is vacant for the time being. 


MULTICOLOR CREDITORS’ 
ACTION AGAINST HUGHES 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

With the tendering of checks to 
creditors amounting to 1.885% of 
the debts owed, receiver for Multi- 
color passed on the information that 
liquidation of the company had been 
completed and bill-holders met and 
started the ball rolling toward suing 
Howard Hughes personally to hold 
him responsible for the unpaid 79% 
ef the debts. Previous check for 
19% had been paid, making the total 
settlement almost 21%. 

Legal action, naming Hughes as 
the ‘alter ego’ of the color film com- 
pany, is expected within two weeks, 
with Sam Wolf as.attorney for the 
majority group of creditors. 


SE Exhibs Set 
For Voluntary 
Arb. Return 


Baltimore, Nov. 28. 


As far as the exhibs in this por- 
tion of the country are concerned 
it appears a cinch for exhib ap- 
proval of the new standard con- 
tract. Baltimore exhibs in the Al- 
lied organization here are massing to 
invade New York on Thursday (1), 
for the giant mass meeting to be 
held by Allied on that date, con- 
current with a similar get-together 
in Chicago. 

While there are some squawkers 
in the exhib ranks, there is no 
doubt that this contract has the 
sanction of the great mass of the 
indie theatre-owners. In the south- 
east distributon area the exhibs are 
practically unanimous in their ap- 
proval of the optional arbitration 
clause, and from all accounts the 
great body of exhibs will agree to 
arbitration. It is the feeling among 
the exhibitors that only a genuine 
bad-actor will refuse to sign for 
arbitration under the new setup, 
since a refusal to signature for 
voluntary arbitration will be, on 
the surface, an indication that the 
exhib doesn’t believe in fair play 
and the just settlement of disputes, 
but is flatly on the lookout for a 
chance to pull a fast one on the dis- 
tribs. 

As far as Allied members in this 
vicinity go the contracts oke, and 
they are looking for the producers 
to come through with an agree- 
ment. As the exhib leaders here 
state, if the producers string along 
with Sidney Kent it means at least 
three years of peace in the business 
and really the first time that the 
industry has been organized on 
standardized business basis. 

If the producers once more fail 
Sidney Kent the exhibs are frankly 
claiming that they’ll go down into 
Washington to try to force through 
legislation, particularly aiming at 














the passage of the Brookhart bill. 





Meanwhile 


They’re determined at RKO either 
to cure or kill the Orpheum branch 
circuit, with the cure angle so far 
| uppermost, although no plan is so 
;far at hand. As a forerunner, RKO 
is giving up its coast headquarters 
and releasing Cliff Work as active 
operating head of the RKO eoast 
houses. Work will leave the com- 
pany in about two weeks. Officially 
his resignation will not take effect 
until Jan. 1 next. 

There will be no successor ap- 
pointed to Work, but J. J. Franklin, 





brother of Harold Franklin, RKO 
prexy, will have his duties ex- 
panded. J. J. Franklin, in addition 


to his present work, will also have 
charge of the new band policy at 
the Orpheum, Portland. 

Otherwise all coast house man- 
agers will report directly to the 
H. O. in the east. Among changes 
which are to become effective with 
J. J. Franklin’s assumption of his 
new duties will be the spotting of 
Richard Moss as house manager of 
the Golden Gate, in Frisco, and 
Rodney Pantages, at the Hill Street, 





Dudley Field Malone; J. M. Schenck; 
$18,049, 





Los Angeles. 
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Will Kill or Cure Orpheum Circuit; 


Chiff Work Is Out 


COLUMBIA ENTERING 
PRODUCTION LULL 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Columbia, which was in peak pro- 
duction, with seven companies in 
work at the beginning of last week, 
will have little production activity 
until Dec. 1. Only one picture, 
‘Child of Manhattan,’ carried over 
into this week, with an untitled oil 
story, to be directed by Ross Led- 
erman, going in Dec. 1. Studio has 
no definite starting dates beyond 
that, with only two others, ‘Prief 
Moment’ and ‘Tampico,’ in a state 
of preparation that would warrant 
early production. 





Finishing early last week were 
‘Yankee Bandit,” Buck Jones; 
‘Ranger Man,’ Tim McCoy; ‘East 


of Fifth Avenue,’ Bryan Foy pro- 
duction, and ‘Acquitted.’ Completed 
Saturday were ‘Air Hostess’ and the 
Wheeler and Woolsey film ‘That’s 
Africa.’ 





by studios. 


COLUMBIA 
‘That's Africa’ 
(6th week) 
D—Eddie Cline 
A-—-Lew Lipton 
Norman Krasna 
Cast: 
Wheeler and Woolsey 
Raquel Torres 
Esther Muir 
Henry Armetta 
Eddie Cline 
Spencer Charters 
‘Child of Manhattan’ 
(3d week) 
D—Eddie Buzzell 
A—Preston Sturges 
Maurine Watkins 


Cast: 


Nancy Carroll 
John Boles 
Betty Grable 
Warburton Gamble 
Clara Blandick 
Tyler Brooke 
Gary Owen 
Jessie Rolph 
Jane Darwell 
Luis Alberni 
Betty Kendall 
FOX 
‘Cavalcade’ 
(8th week) 


D—Frank Lloyd 
A—Noel Coward 
Reginald Berkeley 
Sonya Levien 
Cast: 

Diana Wynyard 
Clive Brook 
Herbert Mundin 
Una O'Connor 
John Warburton 
Frank Lawton 
Margaret Lindsay 
Ursula Jeans 
Irene Browne 
Beryl Mercer 
Merle Tottenham 
Temple Piggott 
Billy Bevan 

Ann Shaw 

Will Stanton 
Adele Grane 
Dick Henderson, Jr, 
Douglas Scott 
Sheila MasGill 
Bonita Granville 


‘Handle With Care’ 
(6th week) 


D—David Butler 
A—Frank Cravin 
Sam Mintz 
Cast: 
James Dunn 
Boots Mallory 
El Brendel 
Buster Phelps 
Geo. Ernest 
Victory Jory 
Pat Hartigan 
Frank O'Connor 
Arthur Vinton 
‘State Fair’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Henry King 
A—Phil Stong 
Paul Green 
Sonya Levien 
Cast: 
Janet Gaynor 
Will Rogers 
Lew Ayres 
Sally Eilers 
Victor Jory 
Louise Dresser 
Norman Foster 
Frank Craven 
Frank Melton 
‘Canyon Walls’ 
(3d week) 
D—David Heward 
A—Zane Grey 
Cast: 
George O’Brien 
Nell O'Day 
Betsy King Ross 
Frank Atkinson 
Clarence Wilson 


‘Hot Pepper’ 


(3d week) 
D—John Blyston 
A—Dudley Nichols 


Barry Conners 
Philip Klein 
Cast: 

Victor McLagien 
Edmund Lowe 
Lupe Velez 
El Brendel 
Lillian Bond 


‘Face in the Sky’ 
(4th week) 
D—Harry Lachman 
A—Myles Connolly 
Humphrey Pearson 
Cast: 
Spencer Tracy 
Marian Nixon 
Stuart Erwin 
Sarah Padden 
Sam Hardy 
Frank McGlynn, Jr, 
Russell Simpson 
METRO 
‘Pig Boats’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Jack Conway 
A—Comm. Edward Ells- 
berg 
C—Hal Rossen 
Cast: 
Robert Montgomery 
Walter Huston 
Jimmie Durante 
Robert Young 
‘The Lady’ 
(2d week) 
D—Charles Brabin 
C—Merritt Gerstad 
Cast: 
Trene Dunn 
Phillips Holmes 
Una Merkel 
Lionel Atwill 
Eileen Percy 





MONOGRAM 
‘Diamond Trail’ 
(3d week) 
D—Harry Fraser 
A—Robert Quigley 
Cast: 
Rex Bell 


Symbols are: 


Tuesday, November 29, 1932 














‘Crashing Broadway’ 
(ist week) 


D—J. P. McCarthy 
Cc—Faxon Deane 
Cast: 
Rex Bell 
RADIO 
King Kong 
(lijth week) 


D—Ernest B. Schoedsack 
A-—-Edgar Wallace 


Merian C. Cooper 

James Creelman 

Ruth Rose 
C—Eddie Linden 
Cast: 

Fay Wray 


Robert Armstrong 
Bruce Cabot 
‘Goose Woman’ 
(3d week) 
D—Harlan Thompson 
Slavko Vorkapich 
A—Rex Beach 
Harlan Thompson 
Sam Ornitz 
Marian Dix 
Edward Doherty 
Cast: 
Helen MacKellar 
Eric Linden 
Jean Arthur 
PARAMOUNT 
‘Madame Butterfly’ 


(17th week) 
D—Merion Gering 
A—Joseph 
Josephine Lovett 

C—David Abel 

Cast: 
‘Sylvia Sidney 
Cary Grant 
Charles Ruggles 
Irving Pichell 
Helen Jerome Eddy 
Sandor Kallay 
Edmund Breese 
Judith Vasselli 
Louise Carter 
Dorothy Libaire 
Sheila Terry 
‘Mysterious Rider’ 

(2d week) 
D—Fred Allen 
A—dZane Grey 
C—Archie Stout 
Cast: 

Kent Taylor 
Gail Patrick 
Lona Andre 
‘King of the Jungle’ 


(6th week) 


D—H. Bruce Humberstone 


Max Marcin 
A—Chas. Thurley Stone- 
ham 
C—Ernest Haller 
Cast: 
Frances Dee 
Robert Adair 
Florence Britton 
Ronnie Cosey 
Robert Barrett 
Sam Baker 


‘No Man of Her Own’ 


(Sth week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—Edmund Goulding 
Benjamin Glazer 
Maurine Watkins 
Agnes Van Leahy 
Milton H. Gropper 
Ray Harris 

Cast: 
Clark Gable 
Carole Lombard 
Dorothy Mackaill 
Grant Mitchell 
George Barbier 
Paul Ellis 
J. Farrell MacDonald 
Walter Walker 
Lillian Harmer 
Frank McGlynn 
Tommy Conlon 


‘Luxury Liner’ 


(2d week) 
D—Lothar Mendez 
A—Gina.~Kaus 
c—Victor Milner 
Cast: 

George Brent 
Vita Johann 
Vivian Osborne 
Alice White 
Veree Teasdale 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Frank Morgon 
Theodore Von Eltz 
Henry Victor 
Jerry Tucker 
Christian Rub 


‘Moon Song’ 


(2d week) 
D—Willian Seiter 
A—Fanny Hurst 
C—Gilbert Warrington 
Cast: 

Kate Smith 
Randolph Scott 
Charley Grapewin 

‘Ruby Red’ 

(2d week) 
D—Lowell Sherman 
c—cCharles Land 
A—Mae West 
Cast: 

Mae West 

Noah Beery 

Owen Moore 

David Landau 

Fuzzy Knight 

Grace LaRue 
‘Billion Dollar Scandal’ 


(6th week) 
D—Harry Joe Brown 
A—Gene Towne 

Graham Baker 
Cast: 
Constance Cummings 
Robert Armstrong 
Frank Morgon 
James Gleason 
Irving Pichel 
Warren Hymer 
Olga Baclanova 
Berton Churchill 
Frank Albertson 
TIFFANY 
‘The Night Stage’ 

(2d week) 
D—Allan James 
A—Forrest Sheldon 
C—William Noble 


Moncure March 


——<$—— 


Hollywood Productions 


Week of Nov. 28 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 
D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Cast: 
Ken Maynard 
Muriel Gordon 
Niles Welch 
WARNER 
‘Hard to Handle’ 
(6th week) 
D—Mervyn LeRoy 
A—Houston Branch 
Wilson Mizner 
Robert Lord 
C—Barney McGill 
Cast: 
James Cagney 
Mary Brian 
Claire Dodd 
Allen Jenkins 
Ruth Donnelly 
Emma Dunn 
Gavin Gordon 
John Sheehan 
Robt. McWade 
‘Blondie Johnson’ 
(6th week) 
D—Ray Enright 
A—Earl Baldwin 
C—Tony Gaudio 
Cast: 
Joan Blondell 
Chester Morris 
Claire Dodd 
Harold Huber 
Allen Jenkins 
Toshia Mori 
‘Grand Central Airport’ 
(2d week) 
D—Wm. A. Wellman 
A—Jack Moffitt 
c—Sid Hickox 
Cast: 
Richard Barthelmess 
Sally Eilers 
Tom Brown 
Dorothy Peterson 
Grant Mitchell 
Col. Roscoe Turner 


‘The Mind Reader’ 
(2d week) 


D—Roy Del Ruth 
A—Vivian Cosby 
Wilson Mizner 
Robert Lord 
C—Sol Polito 
Cast: 
Warren William 
Constance Cummings 
Donald Dillaway 
Allen Jenkins 
Clara Blandick 
Clarence Muse 
Robert Greig 
‘South of Sonora’ 
(2d week) 
D—Mack V. Wright 
A—Wil! Levington Comfort 
C—Ted McCord 
Cast: 
John Wayne 
H. B. Walthall 
Shirley Palmer 
Paul Fix 
J. P. McGowan 
Ann Faye 
Frank Rice 
Billy Franey 
UNIVERSAL 
‘S. O. S. Iceberg’ 
(26th week) 
D—Dr. Arnold Fank 
A—Lt. Comm. Frank Wead 
Dr. Arnold Fank 
C—Hans Schnesberger 
Cast: 
Gibson Howland 
Lini Reinfenstah] 
Sepp Rist 
Ernst Udet 
‘Destination Unknown’ 
(4th week) 
D—Tay Garnett 
A—Tom Buckingham 
Cast: 
Pat O’Brien 
Ralph Bellamy 
Alan Hale 
Russell Hopton 
Tom Brown 
Noel Madison 
Chas. Middleton 
Geo. Rigas 
Forrester Harvey 
Rollo Lloyd 
Willard Robertson 
Stanley Fields 
‘The Rebel’ 
(13th week) 
D—Edwin H. Knopf 
A—Luis Trenker 
Cast: 
Luis Trenker 
Vilma Banky 
Victor Varconi 
‘Men of the Mounted’ 
(Serial) (5th week) 
D—Ray Taylor . 
A—Ella O'Neil 
Harry Hoyt 
Basil Dickey 
Cast: 
Tom Tyler 
Jacqueline Wells 
Earl McCarthy 
William Desmond 
Rosahe Roy 
Leon Duval 
William Thorne 
Tom London 
Edwin Cobb 
‘Private Jones’ 


(Ist week) 
D—Russell Mack 
A—Prescott Chaplin 
Cast: 

Lee Tracy 


Gloria Stuart 
Russell Gleason 
INVINCIBLE 
(Universal City) 
‘Yellow Cargo’ 
(2d week) 
D—Richard Thorpe 
Cast: 
Lois Wilson 
Grant Withers 
Richard Warwick 
Dorothy Revier 
Richard Lou 
Toshia Mori 
Titusa Koami 
Luke Chan 


—_" 





OXFORD STUMPS RADIO 


porting players. 


Studio has been 








Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Radio’s ‘Christopher Strong,’ Ann 
Harding’s next with Dorothy Arz- 
ner directing, is up against the 





4 





easting problem of all English sup- 


testing actors all week for accents 
but the Oxford is hard to find. 

John Warburton is the fav for 
the male lead provided he finishes 
in ‘Cavalcade’ in time. 
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Increased Foreign 


Trade Balanced 


Ufa's Lower Net Income at Home 
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Berlin, Nov. 19. 

The German film market has been 

keeping pace with the tendency of 
general business to fall. Two con- 
cerns,, hawever, have been favored 
to a great extent through the con- 
tingent, into monopolies, Ufa and 
Tobis. Whilst numerous companies 
had to’ suspend payments, among 
which were the Hegewald concern, 
Emelka, Suedfilm, even the Denkikes 
Lichtspiel-Syndikat (German Ex- 
hibitors’ Syndicate), Ufa, the, great- 
est enterprise of the German film 
industry, has shown a favorable in- 
come account and will pay a divi- 
dend. only slightly smaller than last 
year, heiy 4% as against 5%. 
Ufa’s favorable position is to a 
great extent due to the contingent, 
but also to its well managed Ger- 
man and foreign, release organiza- 
tion, its first class, theatre chain, and 
finally to good choice and good luck 
in its last--yyear’s, production, 

Gross _ profit... decreased from 
$7,280,000 . to: $6,900,000, but this in 
line. with the general decrease in 
income in Germany due to political 
unrest and losses in foreign ex- 
change in certain countries, such as 
Eengland and Scandinavia. Ufa’s 
liquidity’ continues to be a favor- 
able factor. Ufa, theatres did not 
show a decrease in the number of 
customers but instead increased 
from 29,300,000 ta, 30,700,000 though 
profits decreased: by 10%, due to 
entrance fees being lowered. Ufa 
took over: seven new theatres, of 
which two were former Emelka’s, 
while 14 unsuccessful theatres were 
sold. The total seating capacity 
decreased from 109,050 to 103,299. 

Foreign business 1s carried on by 
14 subsidiary companies, the turn- 
over of which increased by nearly 
60% more than $2,610,000, Decrease 
of.income from Germany was thus 
offset. Ufa’s export represents a 
considerable part of Ufa’s total 
business, The development of 
sound pictures resulted in Ufa be- 
coming one of the largest European 
owners of musical rights, with the 


result that Ufa. draws currently 
considerable amounts from this 
gource, 


Foreign Films Soar 
Ufa has in the last year increased 


11 versions, the majority of which 
are French, and which proved to 
be excellent sellers, not all of them 
paturally being big hits. 

At the same time Ufa succeeded 
tm cutting down overhead and other 
expenses to a minimum. In spite 
of a relatively small: production of 
about 20 pictures itself, Ufa was in 
@ position to influence the total 
German production of «about 220 
pictures, . due to its commanding 
position in the native trade, amount- 
ing to a dictatorship. 

With regard to the balance sheet 
it must, however, be stated that real 
estate and buildings, which appear 
in the balance at $1,214,00 marks, 
appear ‘somewhat high as compared 
with the-actual value: of real estate. 
The film inventory. is also rather 
high. This stock results from ac- 
quisitions ‘from ‘failed units going 
back to President L. Klitzsch’s 
regime. 

An important point.for the future 
is the falling due of a guilder credit 
On Dec. 31, 1934...’ The loan was con- 
tracted to finance production of for- 
eign versions. Ufa has furthermore 
to repay. a loan. on July 1, 1935, 
which, outside of 5% interest, will 
amount to $3,770,000. Ufa’s short 
term liabilities will not amount te 
more than $1,300,000. 

Tohis, the second German com- 
pany that benefits from the con- 
tingent, still charges extremely high 
licenses and royalties to preducers, 
distributors and theatre owners. A 
great part of the obligations to To- 
bis has been paid in the form of 
bills which often were not paid off 
at maturity. Tobis now has light- 
ened up in its commercial prac- 
dices. Tobis acts as theatre owner, 
distribtitor and production financier 
and may in time come even to be 
independent of license fees which it | 
has to share with Warner Bros. and 
Klangfilm. Tobis has founded a re- 
lease company, the Europa Film 
Co., and incorporates all firms into 
it Which are indebted to Tobis. To- 
‘bis will distribute in the near future | 
a great number of pictures in its 
Own release enterprise, instead of } 
granting credits, etc., against doubt- | 
ful bills, as before. It.is even planned 
to do the same with theatres in- | 





| ‘Non Infringing’ Sync 


System for Hungary 


Budapest, Nov. 17. 

Magyar Filmiroda is now syn- 
chronizing all except outdoor news- 
reels, with a new apparatus made 
by. a Budapest engineer, Pulvary, 
whose invention is said to equal 
Tobis-Klang film without infring- 
ing on any patents: 

Magyar Filmiroda, semi-official 
and. state-protected concern, has 
made a contract with Pulvary for 
nine years, according to which they 
or anyone leasing their studio may 
only use the Pulvary apparatus. On 
the other hand, Pulvary is not al- 
lowed to sell an apparatus of his 
construction within Hungary dur- 
ing this time except with the con- 
sent of Filmiroda. 


Chinese Consular Head 
Contacting Studios to 
Halt Jibes at Orient 


Hollywood, Nov, 28. 

China is the latest country to of- 
ficially protest to Hollywood that 
their nationals are being misrepre- 
sented in recently made pictures of 
the Orient and Orientals. 

With Paramount’s ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ already barred from _ that 
country,,and with eight others from 
major companies about to be sent 
into the Orient for release, the Chi- 
nese Republic has organized a vice- 
consulate here with Yi-seng S&S. 
Kiang in charge. His chief duty will 
be to contact the studios and sug- 
gest to them the getting of proper 
atmosphere, and presenting the 
Chinese in a proper light in forth- 
coming pictures. 

Until this week Los Angeles has 
not been considered important 
enough to the Chinese to have a 
consulate here, but due to the pres- 
ent cycle of Chinese films it was 
deemed necessary to inaugurate 
such an, office. 

Yi-seng insists that any of the 
current pictures including ‘Roar of 
the Dragon,’ ‘Bitter Tea of Gen. 
Yen,” ‘Mask of Fu Manchu,’ and 
‘Sun .Daughter,’ cannot be shown 
in China unless radical changes are 
made, 

Yi-seng has offered his services 
to Metro on ‘Mother Earth,’ and to 
Jesse L. Lasky for his third at Fox, 
‘Peking Picnic.’ 

Chinese government has retained 
Samuel Schwartzberg, local attor- 
ney, as its legal advisor here, 


KANE ‘SAILING, TO TALK 
FILMS, OWN FUTURE, TOO 


Paris, Nov. 28. 
Bob Kane made up his mind on 
the, matter of boats finally and 
leaves Wednesday (30), by the 
Comte de Savoya for New York. 
Officially the trip is for the pur; 
pose of talking things over for the 
next six: months’ program for Join- 
ville. While that is true, there is 
still the other and more important 
matter to discuss of whether Kane 
will remain with Par. His con- 
tract is up within two months. 














New. Ban on ‘Angels’ 


Belgrade, Nov. 17. 

‘Hell's Angels’. (UA) pulled a Fin- 
negan here. It had been Officially 
forbidden in the country three times, 
but the government finally gave in 
and allowed it to open at the Korso. 
After only a couple of days the film 
is barred again. 

German residents made too much 
trouble for the theatre management. 


— 





debted to Tobis. Here, also, a cer- 
tain monopolization of the film 
market takes place, which, however, 
from the business: point of view, 
means a consolidation. 

A change is taking place at pres- 
ent with regard to the class of the- 
atres favored by the public. Some 


time ago picture-goers preferred first | 





run or pre-release theatres- now 
they turn to second run theatres at 
cheaper prices, these; theatres being 
located near their homes, they can 
save carfare. As, a consequence suc- 
cessful pictures do not 
long in the:key theatres, 


m | 
run for 60) 


A HOLDOUT GIVES IN 


Sir Nigel Playfair Tries Pictures 
Once and Now Likes Studio Work 








| London, Nov. 18. 
Sir Nigel Playfair has decided he 


from now on he'll divide his 


between screen and stage acting. 
Sir Nigel has always insisted on 


fused ali film work offers. 
well for a part in the Gloria Swan- 
son picture, ‘Perfect Understanding.’ 
Now he says he likes the work and 
will stick to it, 


FRENCH GOING 
FOR ECONOMY 


Pars, Nov. 19. 
Irrespective of whether the next 
few months bring prosperity or still 
more depression, it is expected in 
picture circles that the local pic- 
ture money market is going to 
tighten up considerably, meaning 


that current commitments will have 
to be minmized to the limit, no 
new obligations assumed and all 
financial frills thrown. overboard. : 
Also that,a rush will be mde by 
all producers to secure the help of 
all available angels, so as to have 
as little as possible to do with banks 
and discounting. Obvious outlook is 
that production will be kept down 
to sure money makers, or such films 
where angeling is sufficient to pre- 
clude need of borrowing. 


PAR TO DUB 2 AS TEST 
OF ITALIAN SCHEDULE 


' Paris, Nov. 19. 

Paramount has decided to test 
production in Italy. Two pictures 
for the company will be dubbed in 
Rome, in loeal studios, If it: works 
out, a regular program of' that ‘kind 
will be laid out. j 
Pictures arranged for are “Case 
of Clara Deane’ and ‘Ladies of the 
Big House.’ Steve Fitzgibbon, sub- 
bing for Jacob Karol, who’s ill, is in 
Rome to supervise, Karol is Par's 
regular dubbing expert in Joinville, 
but is currently laid up in Vienna. . 

















Bradley King Sailing | 
Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Bradley King, scenarist at Fox, 
has two months’ leave. of absence. 
He sailed today for Havana and the 
West Indies. She is accompanied 
by her husband, George Boyd. 
Miss King returns to the Fox lot 
Feb, 15, 





3 Tough Weeks 


(Continued from: page 11) 





November, this year, the Broadway 


spots are nevertheless 7.1% under 
their November, 1931, figure of 
$855,100. 


Chicago is 2.8% under’ October, 
this’ year; as compared to Novem- 
ber, grossing anh estimated $256,600 
this month. But the Windy City 
grosses are 23.5% under November, 
1931, when they totaled $335,600. 

Los Angeles grosses in making 
the biggest dip after rising con- 
sistently for the two months im- 
mediately preceding November, 
show a reversal of form, in declin- 
ing 21.5% under October, this year. 
The total estimated L, A. gross for 
November, this year is $199,200. 
That’s still 18.3%.under November, 
1931, 





MAJ. KING DIES 


London, Nov. 28. 
Major William King, secretary of 
United Artists here, died suddenly 
Thursday (24), aged 46. 
Recurrence of gas ailment suf- 
fered during the war caused a fatal 
seizure. 





Lubitsch Talks of. Next 

The Hague, Nov. 19. 

Ernst Lubitsch 

dam aerodrome in transit for Ber- 
| lin, 

Was interviewed and said that in 

his next film Maurice Chevalier 

} would take star part again, but :it 





}was yet unoertain whether Jean- 
nette MacDonaid will he -leadinz 
i woman 


| 
likes picture business, after all, and 
time 


touched Amster- | 








‘Hill-Dale’ Demonstration 


Hollywood, Noy. 28. 


ERPI will demonstrate its new 
‘hill and dale’ disc recording before 
the technicians’ branch of the Acad- 
emy Tuesday (29) at the United 
Artists studio. 

Idea is to plug the ‘hill and dale’ 
system as an advantage over sound 


dubbing purposes. 


ee 


Town Cinema Monopoly 
—Trys Rental Squeeze; 
Revolt on Poor Film 


Budapest, Nov. 19. 


Hungary’s second largest town, 
Szeged, has six picture theatres, 
three of which are concentrated in 
the hands of one concern. The three 
others belong to small exhibitors 
who went dark for an indemnity. 

Having thus got control of the 
town, the one concern serving a 
population of 120,000 inhabitants 
were in a position to put pressure 
on distributors’ prices. 

The distributors answered with 
a boycott of Szeged theatres. They 
refused to sell pictures at cut rates 
and Szeged has had no new pic- 
tures for six months. 

At a recent meeting of the town 
council, a vote was moved that if 
the exhibitors in question give no 
better service to the public, their 
license should be withdrawn. 





Lloyd Talks U. S. Trip 
And Tutta Rolfe Film 


Stockholm, Nov. 19. 


‘ Cost and delay to make ‘Kuksva- 
gen’ in the Norwegian version has 
forced Svenska Films to cancel all 
plans for further multi-linguals. In- 
side story in-film circles is that the 
visiting director and company from 
Norway so far outshone the local 
production unit that the film com- 
pany was afraid of its prestige to 
further the idea of Danish and Nor- 
wegian versions, 
‘Harold Lloyd saw Tutta Berntzen 
Rolfe in a local review and then saw 
a few of the scenes from ‘Kuksva- 
gen,’ in which she is starred. This 
prompted him to talk to her about 
another Hollywood trip. She was 
over two years ago for the ‘Para- 
mount on Parade’ Swedish version, 
but Lloyd believes with grooming 
she may develop into comedy star- 
ring material in the States. 
Svenska Films is continuing to 


favor exchange with English films 
and is showing the weak ‘Magic 


Night,’ with Jack Buchanan, in their 
houses. Europa films on the pro- 
ceeds of-its first three pictures has 
bought an old auto Warehouse and 
is building the second real studio in 
Sweden. The local representative 
of Warner Brothers has submitted a 
proposition to the New York office 
for the production of local films 
similar to that successfully under- 
taken by Paramount. 





Moscow F vate Banned 


Stockholm, Nov. 17. 

Soviet films have been completely 
barred from Sweden due to. the 
Communist disturbance they often 
create. The Sture, which is the 
filmarte of Stockholm, has been 
successfully showing Moscow out- 
put, but the ban includes highbrow 
theatres as well. 

One reason for this move is the 
interest local film men are showing 
in the proposed 5-year plan for films 
now being started in Poland. 








j 


i 
TO DO GERMAN ‘CARMEN’ 
serlin, Nov. 11. 

Cinema is preparing an elaborate 
production of ‘Carmen’ in 
} modern dress and with modernized 
| treatment going for both song and 
text. 

Gustav Frohlich and Gitta 
about the most popular of the new- 
comers in German films, will be 
teamed in the lead roles, with Gus- 
Grungens handling the mega- 


So 


screen 


| 


taf 


| 
| 


| Mrs. 


Group of Old Pittaluga Faithfuls 
And Pioneer's Widow Organize 


As Rival to Bank Domination 


his allegiance to the stage and re- + 
Then he | 


—__—___— 


Word has reached New York, 
through semi-official channels, that 
Stefano Pittaluga, widow of 
the founder of Italy's ace film come- 
pany, is organizing a new company 


to oppose the old Pittaluga setup, 
;}now in banker hands. Her chief 
executives will include Peter Man- 


on film: for recording sound for | 


j}den now 
' 


! 
several 


resigned from Pittaluga 
days ago, and Commanda- 
tore Pedrazzini, head of the come 
|; pany until about two months ago. 
When General Stefano Pittaluga 
died about 18 months ago, the reins 
of his company were turned over to 


ider, who 


Pedrazzini, who carried on, hoiding 
the company pretty well to the 
same policies as in the past. Last 


year the company took a loss with 
the rest of the world and Italian 
bankers began getting a stronger 
hold on things, with the result that 
Pedrazzini was asked to resign his 
presidency. A representative of the 
Banque Nacionale Creditore' re- 
placed him. 

Mander, who headed the export 
business among other things, was 
expected in New York during the 
past few months, but delayed his 
trip due to conditions at home. That 
he resigned to join the camp of 
Pittaluga faithfuls is taken in New 
York to mean that the new firm 
will go out strong in a battle to 
regain the prestige gotten by its 
founder and one of the world’s film 
pioneers. 


WINE EXPORT PAYS FOR 
FILM SANS MONEY DEAL 


Budapest, Novw 17. 

The greatest number of film 
prints for Central Europe are made 
at the Geyer Laboratories in Ber- 
lin. Metro’s used some of its money 
frozen in this country to have these 
copies sent from Berlin and have 
the titles added here in different 
languages, distributing the copies 
to a number of countries, ready 
with titles, from Budapest. 

Money export difficulties threat- 
ened to spoil Geyer’s copying busi- 
ness, since Metro’s could get no 
permit from the National Bank here 
to send money to Berlin to pay for 
prints. 

Geyer’s found a way out by ob- 
taining a permit for exporting 
Hungarian wine to Germany, 
Metro’s copies are thus paid for in 
Tokay wines. The German gov- 
ernment permits their importation 
since in return Geyer exports film 
copies to Hungary. 








Garbo vs. Chinatown 


Stockholm, Novy. 17. 

The highlight of the six tourist 
company tours in Stockholm now 
consists of short but reverent visits 
of the charabancs to the house in 
which Garbo was born, the barber 
shop where she once lathered faces, 
and the apartment building where 
her mother now resides. 

Tourists from all over prefer these 
sights to palaces, muesums and 
churehes. 


Aafa Pays 8 Pc. 


serlin, Nov. 17. 

Aafa has convoked its general as- 
sembly for Dec. 20. Assembly will 
be asked to okay an 8% dividend 
declaration, already decided on by 
the board of directors. 

Figure being so high is a 
prise in view of current conditions. 
Last year Aafa paid 10% and the 
company has always made a good 
front by paying dividends, It’s one 
of the biggest of the secondary 
German film producing companies, 





sure 


ART BY WEIGHT 


Stockholm, Nov. 17. 
To have a successful film in Swee« 
there must be a fat comes. 
dian in the Pics with two 
heavy comedians are a knockout, 





cast. 


j}and now one Swedish company has 


Alpar, | 


three in the cast. 


Oliver Hardy rates high, and 
Metro has put together two short 
j}comedies for an entire evening at 
ithe Piccadilly. Warners are rush- 
ing over the first Arbuckle short in 


| phone 4 we 


t 


he hopes of cashing in on the 


ize. 
. 2 
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NEW YORK 


HARTFORD, Conn. Biggest Thanksgiving 
Day in history of Copieat Theatre. 


WORCESTER, Mass. Three day’s business 


in one at the Palace Theatre. 














: 
NEW HAVEN, Conn. Poli Theatre’s big- 


gest opening day in three years. 
@ 


. And the picture’s just getting started! 
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And our dear 
friends—the critics: 


“Bow a blazing triumph at Roxy 
-»sMost exciting actress on the 
screen.” — N.Y. Daily Mirror 


“Hail Clara Bow...scores a pet- 
sonal triumph.” _ N. Y. Daily News 


“Miss Bow more slender, vivaci- 
ous, more engaging than ever. 
A vivid and arresting screen per- 
sonage.” = —N.Y-Herald Tribune 


“Shoots like a flaming arrow 
through cinema skies. ...domin- 
ates every moment...a versatile 
actress.” —wN. Y. American 


“Clara Bow stages a comeback 


that will set the trade on its ear.” 
—CKann in M. P. Daily 
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Talking Shorts 








‘TANGO’ 

Swedish Dialog Short 

Drama 

9 Mins. 

Roda Kvarn, Stockholm 
Stockholm, Nov. 15 

One of the few shorts ever turned 
out in this country and one of the 
smartest ever sent out from a Eu- 
ropean studio, The version now 
showing has been cut four mins. 
by the censor, but if shown entirely 
in the States might prove of great 
interest and have wide appeal. 

Story is just a sketch of a tove 
scene done in a serious vein. Wife 
of prominent citizen is caught with 
her lover by a thief who rifles the 
apartment, taking her jewelry. The 
boy friend wants to shoot the in- 
truder or call the cops, but the wife 
is afraid of the publicity and pre- 
vents him. She goes and he prom- 
ises to try to recover the gems. 
The end shows the return of the 
crook, who is a pal of the lover, and 
together they estimate the value of 
the spoils. 

The director is young Sven Hell- 
strom, who got his technique in 
Russia, and this short shows him as 
one of the smartest megaphonists 
in the business. He takes his cam- 
era around his principals so that 
you never see one of them utter a 
word yet the dialog is clear and 
terse and only a second showing 
reveals that the audience hasn't 
seen the actors speak. Bob Kane 
has been working on this idea for 
Paramount multi-linguals but this 
Swede has perfected it.. What the 
censors cut out was one of the hot- 
est love scenes yet filmed, also done 
‘“y camera angles and allowing the 
erook ‘to get planted on the scene. 
Title comes from a tango melody 
that is faintly heard throughout. 


SEBASTOPOL 
Travel 
8 Mins. 
Sydney, Oct. 30. 

Uninteresting travel picture deal- 
ing with ascent of mountain in New 
Zealand. One or two shots hold the 
interest, but this not sufficient to 
warrant a spot on any bill. At best 
just a weak filler. 

Chatter does not help, either. 
This short is one of a series being 
produced in New Zealand to boost 
the tourist trade in that country. 

Rick. 


‘DIAMOND RATTLESNAKE’ 
| Educational; 7 Mins. 
Central, N. Y. 
Century 

This is somewhat on the order of 
the famous mongoose and the cobra 


ity which made the UFA short a 
subject that has been seen over and 
over again. 

This short would have been better 
titled as ‘King Snake’ because it 
emphasizes certain powers of that 
reptile which overshadow even those 
of the crawler named in the title. 

The King and the Diamond have 
a battle and the King wins. There 
is little about the fight which is ex- 
citing. The King just crushes and 
crushes, and all that the audience 
witnesses is a lot of twisting. 

Waly. 


‘HAREM SCAREM’ 
British Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Central, N. Y. 
Pat Powers 
Only on ex-burlesque house or a 
last-run grind would consider a sub- 








ject of this kind. 

It is just blotto in every depart- 
ment, camera, direction, lighting 
and—the cast. 

Something about British sailors in 
the Orient and one of them out- 
sheiking a sheik. Story idea, a!- 
though old, could have been :nade 
funny, but it isn’t here. Waly. 


COLUMNIST NEWSREEL 
10 Mins. 

Transiux, N. Y. 
Educational 


Last summer when Frank Seltzer 
first got. this idea the material he 
obtained was newsy. Right now it 
doesn’t mean a thing. To hear Leo 
Donnelly, who is doing the an- 
nouncing, talk about Jimmie Walker 
as ‘our popular mayor’ and ‘the 
most popular man in town’ just pegs 
the reel with everyone in the audi- 
ence. 

The Rudy Vallee and. Roger Kahn 
news is not much more interesting. 
It would have been better if Edu- 
cational had passed up this release 
and waited for another. Waly. 





IVAN 
(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, Nov. 10. 

‘Ivan,’ the long-awaited and much- 
touted sound film by the young 
Ukrainian director, Alexander Dov- 
zhenko, is running simultaneously 
in three Moscow theatres. Remem- 
bering his earlier production, 
‘Earth,’ and impressed by the ad- 
vance notices, the public is. crowd- 
ing in. 

But having gotten in, the audi- 
ences fidget hopefully, then yawn, 
and finally the braver ones walk out. 
The picture is as brilliant as the 
country expected, perhaps more so. 
The only thing wrong with it is that 


it is painfully boring. 

This seeming contradiction is 
worth looking into; especially worth 
locking into by the Russians them- 
selves. What is true of this ‘Ivan’ 
is true of many another picture, 
play and book. The authors exert 
themselves mightily to please the 
Communist leadership, to. please 
their own theories of art—often 
first-rate theories, too—to please the 
ruling ideology. But they often for- 
get to please the audiences, whether 
spectators or readers. 

Dovzhenko has provided a long 
film crowded with technical innova- 
tions and artistic devices. The use 
of sound as an element of the emo- 


tional drama, for instance, is new 
and brilliant and likely to affect film 
art throughout the world. The 
rhythm of machinery, railroads, 


fredges and construction work beats 
through the picture and is skillfully 





bound up with the action. The 
photography and editing—montage 
is the preferred word here—is 
effective. 


Yet the combined result of all the 
brillianey is boring. One feels that 
the producers never omce stopped 
to ask: Will this array grip the audi- 
ence? There were certain theories 
ef film art to be bodied forth in a 
picture and the job was Gone. 

Maybe if Dovzhenko and others, 
as capable a lot of motion picture 
people as any country can boast, 
were obliged to make their way in 
a world of keen competition they 
would learn to make their stuff in- 
teresting as well as academically 
perfect. They would inject a story- 
telling element, a heart appeal per- 
haps, downrightly human and earthy 
enough to hold simple people quietly 
in their seats for two hours. 

As it is, ‘Ivan’ will be shown for 
the prescribed pericd—the demand 
for entertainment is so much greater 
than the supply that the public here 
crowds anything and everything. 
What is shown and how it is shown 

depends here not on public taste or 


public enjoyment but on the de- 
cision of higher political powers. 
Knowing public taste to be what it 
is, there is much to be said in favor 
of such regulated entertainment 
diet. 


Until the Russians begin to pro- 
vide films and plays with a strong 
popular appeal—with box office 
drawing power—the Russian public 
will prefer the cheapest foreign 
thrillers to home-made master- 
pieces. Until then, by the same 
token, Russian pictures cannot 
really penetrate the foreign market. 
An occasional picture will go over, 
Lut on the whole the best Soviet 
productions will seem to foreign au- 
diences, just as they seem to the 
home audiences, dull and theoreti- 
cal. 


This lecture is inspired by ‘Ivan’ 
because it seems a pity that so much 
first-class picture work should go to 
waste. Ivan is a raw peasant youth 
who comes to work on the construc- 
tion of the Dnieperstroi hydro- 
electric station. The picture aims to 
show how the big job gradually 
transformed the ignorant village boy 
into an intelligent, class-conscious 
Communist. The building of the 
station and the rebuilding of young 
Ivan are a single process. The 
overcoming of natural obstacles of 
rock and water is bound up with 
the overcoming of backwardness, 
greed and dishonesty in the human 
beings working on the job. That is 
the theme and that is the whole of 
the story. 

All of it, unfortunately, remains 
as generalized as that. Neither 
Ivan nor the people around him are 
developed as individuals. They re- 
main symbols and therefore remain 
unsympathetic and a bore. Dov- 
zhenko has managed to breathe a 
sort of human life into machinery. 
But he has not managed to do the 
same for the human beings—they, 
on the contrary, hardened into ma- 
chines. 

It is possible that the fate of his 
first picture a few years ago, 
‘Earth,’ frighterred Dovzhenko into 
the opposite corner. ‘Earth’ was 
lambasted by the 100-percenters of 
Communist criticism here as mystic 
and almost counter-revolutionary 
because it stressed the emotions, 
particularly the love emotions, of 
its characters. It was during the 
unlamented era of tractor-worship. 
In the new picture the machines 


dominate; and the masses domi- 
nate; but Ivan remains a vague 
figure. 


The picture is in the Ukrainian 
language, which is close enough to 
the Russian for the average Russian 
here to understand quite easily. 
The sound portion shows a big ad- 
vance in clearness and proves that 
Russia is working out its sound 
problems without foreign imports or 
assistance. Lyons. 





battle, but it has not the same tens- | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Prosperity’ (Metro). Dress- 
ler and Moran in a sure-fire 
money picture. 

‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox-Bow). 
A natural for money grosses 
anywhere because the picture 
dramatizes fan interest . in 
Clara Bow doing a comeback 
in a madcap role, a type which 
| always engaged the excited in- 
terest of film-goers. Picture 
has punch and Miss Bow 
handles her assignment in 
vastly improved acting tech- 
nique. 

‘Night Mayor’ (Col). Melan- 
choly outcome of the Walker 
affair makes this light treat- 
ment of the character ineligible 
for regular stands where the 
controversial nature of the 











whole Walker incident tends to 
dangerous audience reaction. 

‘False Faces’ (World Wide). 
Lowell Sherman as star and 
director of a one-man show 
that lacks story and name 
value necessary in the bigger 
keys. 

‘The Jungle Killer’ (Cen- 
tury). Old jungle stuff with 
off-screen lecture by Carveth 
Wells that registers the wrong 





way. 
‘With Williamson Beneath 
the Seas’ (Principal). Pho- 


tographic study that's better 
suited to lecture platform than 
the commercial theatre. 


PROSPERITY 


Metro production and release co-starring 











Marie Dressler and Polly Moran; Anita 
Page and Norman Foster sub-featured. 
Sam Wood directed from story by Zelda 


Sears; adaptation, Sylvia Thalberg and 
Frank Butler. Camera, Leonard Smith; 
film editor, Wm. LeVanway. Running time, 


87 minutes at the Capitol, N. Y., week 
commencing Nov. 25. 

Maggie War»ren..cesesessss: Marie Dressler 
Lizzie PraskKinS,..cscaccsceresss Polly Moran 
Helen. ...+.cees PTYTTTITI Tere Anita Page 


-Norman Foster 
ccecccbeccccecetscccocccs. vacguie Lyn 
TWELTTTITITT TTT Jerry Tucker 
Mayor. «.--e. sea esenecetoecesCnaries Gibign 
Ezra Higgins.....cesesess+++-Frank Darien 
Barber...... ececcccccccess-- henry Armetta 


‘Prosperity’ is a money picture. If 
nothing else, Marie Dressler and 
Polly Moran in the tungstens al- 
most assures that in advance, Their 
antics substantiate the favorable 
anticipation, as does the rest of it, 
although there is much in the pic- 
ture that calls for captious com- 
ment. 

That it ends on a Chic Sale com- 
édy point is one very dubious prem- 


ise as a fipale. It is the culmination 
of the realization that what the sui- 
cidal-intent Marie swallowed was 
not poison but a ‘pruno-lax.’ This 
coincides with her speech on pros- 
perity; that the depresh has proved 
that one doesn’t require 16 rooms 
and four bathrooms to be happy 
when two can do just as well—and 
with the ‘bathrooms’ tag, that’s the 
iris-out. 


Apart from that, there are some 
pretty sad stretches of tragedy, b::t 
it is punctuated, in the main, by a 
succession of laughs which guar- 
antees ‘Prosperity’ some very pros- 
perous box office innings. 


Its post-election context and phil- 
osophy is good pollyanna builder- 
uppering for the depressed fans 
who, at least, can hopefully think 
of prosperity as being in the same 
spirit with everything on and after 
Nov. 8. 


Hence Metro might well regard it 
all.as having been somewhat fortui- 
tous that they experienced the 
amount of grief which they did with 
‘Prosperity.’ The picture had to be 
almost wholly remade last summer, 
but in view of the theme its present 
related release and exhibition is 
truly the best break for the picture. 


The small Warren bank experi- 
ences a run through Polly Moran's 
dumbness. There are complications 
with young Warren relinquishing 
$100,000 in U. S, bonds which would 
have staved off the enforced closing 
of the family’s banking business, 
but ultimately it’s righted through 
Ma Warren’s (Dressler) fortitude 
and acumen, 

The Dressler-Moran team who 
usually handle themselves 100% re- 
peat here. There are necessary dra- 
matic moments which the screen’s 
grande dame expertly delineates. 

Polly Moran’s new schnoz, making 
her look a bit too handsome in the 
past, lends realism to the smugness 
which her present role calls for, and 
she’s very effective, too, as a resuit. 
Anita Page, now light on the avoir- 
dupois, is more than her usual adec- 
quate self as the young wife. Fos- 
ter gives his role the vacillating as- 
pects which it calls for. Frank 
Darien and Henry Armetta in bits 
make these stand out. John Miljan, 
somehow, isn’t press sheet-credited 
as the villain, nor is his villainous 
aide given billing. 

‘Prosperity’ could stand a little 
cutting but in the main it’s a work- 
manlike production. A naturalfor 





tieups. Abel. 


CALL HER SAVAGE 


Fox production and release. Starring 
Clara Bow, Directed by John Francis 
Dillon. Screen play by Edwin Burke from 
the novel of the same name by Tiffany 
Thayer, one of last year’s best sellers. 
Cameraman, Lee Garmes; assistant direc- 
tor, Jack Boland; art, Max Parker; sound, 
E, Clayton Ward. At the Roxy, New York, 








Nov. 24. Running time, 82 mindtes. 

NORE. . < occBo wee sevactes Siwdisoes Clara Bow 
Lawrence Crosby...«- ««+--Monroe Owsley 
Moonglow......«+e«. -«-Gilbert Roland 
Bunny De Lan.....ecscecess ss Thelma Todd 


... Estelle Taylor 


Ruth Springer... ° 
Willard Robertson 


Peter Springer... 


Ronasa....-+++e0 .Weldon Heyburn 
Attorney. ....,.sseee eee-.--Arthur Hoyt 
Cyrus Randall....ce-sesss:: Hale Hamilton 





The return of Clara Bow to the 
screen after an absence of more 
than a year, and in a madcap role, 


makes a natural, almost irrespective 
of any other circumstances. Those 
two factors constitute a situation 
that is dramatized into box office, 
and the result is sure to be big 
money. 

The fact that the former ‘It’ girl 
plays with a new and engaging re- 
straint and. that her absence has 
increased those special attributes 
that made her a screen idol are side 
issues. She still typifies the irre- 
sponsible wild woman of fiction, the 
quality that endeared her to the 
mass of fans. It still stands her in 
good stead, making her one of the 
few stars hat are quite or nearly 
story proof. Given a type role the 
former redhead will continue to 
click. Here the part is ideal for her, 
and especially for her first attempt 
on her re-entrance to cinemania. 

As the daughter of a white wom- 
an’s indiscretion with an Indian 
chief she has a_ temperamental 
background that paves the way for 
almost any kind of tempestuous be- 
havior, and treated sympathetically 
here furnishes her with a _ senti- 
mental alibi for a world of spicy 
angles, not to speak of excuse for 
flaunting the celebrated Bow curves 
in the most informal of dress, all 
incidental points that contribute to 
a film of universal popular appeal. 

The happy choice of an appropri- 
ate character for this star makes 
other attributes of the picture of 
small importance. Turning Clara 
Bow loose in a wild woman role was 
the only device necessary to a clean- 
up. They’ve done that, and the re- 
sult is all they. could hope for in 
acclaim and box office. Good direc- 
tion has supplemented the character 
break, and Miss Bow’s greatly im- 
proved acting technique is an added 
element of strength. A _ nice pro- 
duction in the best modern manner 
tops off an almost completely satis- 
factory job. All that remains to be 
counted up is the editorial handling 
of the novel, and that is pretty bad. 

Film has all the literary faults that 
£0 with the adaptation of a novel to 
the screen. Story was mere com- 
mercial fiction in the first place, and 
there was no valid reason why it 
shouldn’t have been remade with 
the utmost freedom in remoulding 
the material. Instead, the adapier 
has slavishly followed the parade 
of events that made up the book, 
and the result is a screen story that 
starts and stops, retraces its course 
and even doubles back on its own 
tracks occasionally. There is the 
material in its footage for three 
unified picture scenarios, and the 
pattern is probably the most be- 
fogged of recent releases. 

In the whole story there is no 
progression, no orderly growth of 
narrative interest, and the only 
thing that holds it together is the 
character portrayal of this actress, 
a thing entirely disconnected with 
editorial craftsmanship. But it isn’t 
the first time an acting personality 
has saved a bungled literary job. 

Picture gets a brisk start with 
Miss Bow galloping across. the 
screen on horseback ‘yipping’ in 
wild abandon, taking a header when 
her mount checks before a rattling 
snake and then flogging the Indian 
boy who laughs at her mishap. 
Thereafter she’s a creature of sav- 
age moods and tempestuous im- 
pulses, confronting her sedate and 
unsympathetic father in his own 
drawing room, regardless of wear- 


YORCK 


(GERMAN MADE) 

Ufa production. Leo Brecher release jp 

. §. Supervision, Ernst Hugo Corre}): 
direction, Gustav Ucicky; starring Werneéy 
Krauss; manuscript, Hans Mueller and 
Robert Liebmann; photography, Car! Hoff. 
man; recording, Walter Tjaden; music, H, 
Schmidt and J. Boelcke. At the Little Car. 
negie, N. Y.. on grind run beginning Nov, 
23. Running time 94 mins. 








Geweral Yorc.c. 2.222. seecces Werner Krauss 
ee ...’.'s Mead becnbe bees Grete Mosheim 
Frederich Wilhelm III...... Rudolf Forster 
Ruediger Heyking........+. Hans Rehmann 
Chancellor Hardenberg. .Gustaf: Gruendgens 
CAROTIRD. otic cv ccccctoetosces Lothar Mathel 
Be idiatis...ccesdecce -++..Friedrich Kayssler 
Vicomte Noailles..........Walter Janssen 
Macdonald......... Secccevesese Raoul Aslan 
Seydlits....ccscsccce ecccces Gunther Hadank 
Roedar..... ee seeeeee theodore Loos 
Natemer....csecses PPYTTITTT TTT Paul Otto 
Diebitazsenh...essccesese éveccces Otto Wallburg 


Exceptionally fine historical sub- 
ject, beautifully produced, excep- 
tionally well acted and handled, 
Tempo is too slow, and subject mat- 
ter too vague to mean anything for 
American trade, but picture ought 
to be one of the better grossers 
where strictly Teuton business can 
be had. 

There’s been a regular flock of 
historical films from Germany re- 
cently, most of them with hidden 
political import that is completely 
lost on this side. Same true here, 
probably. But here is a film with 
real production value and with such 
fine acting that it can’t be passed 
up. Werner Krauss, always one of 
Germany’s finest’ thespians, has sel- 
dom been as good as in the title 
role of this picture. 

‘Yorck’ follows right on, chrono- 
logically, in Germany’s history where 
‘Luise’ (shown in New York a few 
weeks ago) left off. It tells of the 
plucky little Prussian general who 
wouldn’t allow even his king to 
down his country. A great deal of 
it doesn’t mean much, and a great 
deal of it is hokum. But it’s com- 
pelling, nevertheless, especially be- 
cause of the treatment. 

Krauss isn’t alone’ in the acting’ 
catagory, either. Rudolf Forster is 
splendid also as King Frederick and 
Grete Mosheim is fine as Yorck’s 
daughter. 

Must have cost a pretty penny to 
do, there being quite a number of 
massive and beautiful sets and a 
big number of extras. Wherever 
Germans are, however, it ought to 
do well enough to bring back its 
cost, plus a profit. Kauf. 





ing but the scantiest of lingerie or 
going into a hair-pulling match with 
a scoffing girl rival in the midst of 
her own coming-out party. 

She marries the wrong man for 
no better reason than to balk the 
father’s plans for her, and parts 
from him in a violent quarrel, only 
to find herself broke and with a sick 
baby on her hands. This situation 
leads, of course, to her going to the 
streets for money, a device as well 
worn as it is surefire. All her, sor- 
rows lead her back to the country 
of her childhood, where, she learns 
for the first time, of her redskin pa- 
ternity that enlightens her upon the 
puzzle of her nature and leads her 
to peace and a prospect of marriage 
to the half-breed boy of the intro<- 
ductory passage. 

The love affair of her mother with 
the Indian is tactfully managed in 
the screening, and it would have to 
be!’ Couple are scarcely seen to- 
gether, and the affair is indicated 
by inference only. Gilbert Roland 
plays the redskin, but the role calls 
for the most passive of playing, 
leaving the handhome Rolw 1 to 
make a silent plea for his :‘: vart 
manliness. 

Other acting parts do not espe- 
cially count. Estelle Taylor is the 
mother, with no opportunity to reg- 
ister histrionics. The only two men 
in the cast are Monroe Owsley, the 
two-timing husband, and Willard 
Robertson as the unyielding father, 
both unsympathetic roles, played 
quietly and efficiently, but engaging 
interest only through their relation 
to the heroine, who is the whole 
picture, and abundantly capable of 
holding any audience’s attention for 





the full stretch of the feature. 
Rush. 
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Family entertainment, 


Lowell 
and general femme interest in plastic surgery promote this B produe< 
tion to A attention from the matrons. 


the good-humored, big time sweep inherent in its subject 
skimpy production saved for the ladies only by Lee Tracy's dynamic 


Big-city matrons will be less willing 
to accompany the kiddies to this wholesome slapstick than the moms in 


Clara Bow’'s forceful, sympathetic person- 
ality crashes through an artificial hodge-podge to justify the loyalty of 
Her performance proves she belongs as one of pic- 
tures’ elect, but the unevenly written characterization, the clumsily 
executed bid for sensationalism, and old-style fanciness of production 
the enrollment of the 
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FALSE FACES 


KBS production and World Wide release. 
Lowell Sherman director and star Pegey 
Shannon and Lila Lee featured. Story by 
Kubec Glasmon and Liewellyn Hughes, At 





the Paramount, New York, week of Nov. 
24. Running time, 75 minutes. 
Dr. Silas Brenton.........- Lowell Sherman 
Elsie Fryer.......++ eepeccecs Peggy Shannon 
Georgia Rand ..cscesseeseesesess Lila Lee j 
De. J. B. ParkeP.ccccicces ferton Churchill 
Con McCullough............-- David Landau 
GED coats 0 eb000060b004 Harold Waldridge 
Werenese DOP .ccceccccececs Geneva Mitchell 
TPUMNEHETH ..ccccccccccsccveess: Oscar Apfel 
TMttico Nation c.scecceesceess Miriam Seegar 
Dottie Nation ..ccecsseceeees Joyce Compton 
DER, PIRRoccevoccovesecececes Nance O' Neil 
Mr. Jonathan Day....... Edward Martinde!l 
ren Dee . cednka 6a¢00% Purnell Pratt 
Kubec Gilasmon and Llewellyn 


Tiughes, as the writers, and Lowell 
Sherman, as combinetion director 
and star, have tried to follow the 
career of a noted plastic surgeon's 
life and some incidents of the doc's 
yractice, but the result isn’t very 
happy. 

Story isn’t there and the cast pre- 
sents no assurance of drawing 
power. Fault lies in the basic idea, 
although production details can be 
‘igured among the drawbacks. Chief 
‘rritant:is the one-man show status 
through Sherman's doubling as star 
and director. Finished product is 
less of a picture than a monolog. 

Sherman plants himself as a 
grafting charlatan of the medical 
profession and treats the character 
in that light: all the way. From 
chiseling poor relations for ‘free’ 
operations in a charitable institu- 
tion, for which he's given.the gate 
in the first reel, to lifting faces and 
straightening bowlegs, he's a 
larceny guy always. But the Sher- 
man pacing managed to make the 
Sherman characterization a lot less 
despicable than it sounds. 

The director-star wasn't bashful 
about having the girls fall all over 
the studio under the spell of his 
charms, which is okay for the first 
couple of girls but not so interest- 
ing after that. He’s as expert with 
the gab as with the scalpel. When 
a woman loses her legs as the re- 
sult of one of the doc’s operations, 
he’s obliged to talk himself out of a 
jail sentence in an eloquent plea on 
his own behalf to a sympathetic 
mixed jury. But the woman takes 
over the case herself after the ac- 
quitial and shoots the doc in court 
after asking for her legs back. He's 
apparently dead at the finish. 

The works transpire in Chicago. 
while the legs incident leaves no 
doubt as to who inspired the 
scenario, A sister team steps in for 
another bit that’s too close to the 
Muncan Sisters’ police beating case 
to be anything else. 

Sherman must have done most of 
liis megging on the business side of 
the camera, for there are few 
moments when he’s not in focus. 
The tendency seems to have been 
to play down everything and every- 
body else, hence the rest of the cast 
doesn’t shine, individually or as a 
group. Lila Lee and Peggy Shan- 
non look good as the principal mem- 
bers of the doctor’s harem but 
neither is ever permitted to step 
out and do any trouping on her own. 
Like the women, Burton Churchill 
is also always playing straight. The 
ethers don’t matter much either 
way. 

While this purports to be an ex- 
‘pose of plastic surgery, care was 
taken to avoid intimation of general 
eondemnation of the _ profession. 
Honest doctor’s who resent the 
eharlatan’s methods and eventually 
Dring about his downfall, are in and 
out every few feet as ethic squarers. 

Bige. 


NIGHT MAYOR 


.Columbia production and release, featur- 
Ine Lee Tracy. Directed by Ben Stoloff. 
Original story by Sam Marx. adaptation by 
Gertrude Purcell; camera, Ted Tetzloff. At 
the Globe, New York indie, starting Nov. 


SH. Running time, 65 minutes. 
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‘The Night Mayor’ with its obvi- 
ous reference to the Mayor Walker 
affair was a tactless picture to 
make in the first place, raising the 
whole question of an undiplomatic 
treatment of a controversial sub- 
ject. Appraisal of the entertain- 
ment content of the picture does 
not enter into the matter. It is 
subject matter that should never 
have been undertaken. It is a safe 
general statement that the screen 
ought never to exploit a public 
character who at the minute is the 
center of a public debate. 

The reason is simple. People take 
sides on such a controversy, par- 
tisanship runs high and, however 
skillfully the subject may be han- 
dled, one side or the other is pretty 
Sure to feel affronted. Realization 
that the public reaction to this pic- 
ture was likely to be dubious, is 
reflected in the fact that it comes 
to a first run showing at the Globe, 


| 


| 





the Globe per se because no other 
ace spot on Mazda Lane would have 
it. That fixes its status pretty defin- 
itely. 

Making it even more emphatic, 
the picture makes its principal aim 
at metropolitan audiences. Its 
topical interest is largely confined 
to New York and besides the whole 
flippant, audacious treatment of the 
material is typically big town. Pic- 
ture is full of wisecracks that 
probably wouldn't register in un- 
sophisticated minor spots, and its 
jazzy tone, particularly its cynical 
comedy atmosphere, calls for a 
rather wise and knowing audience 
for appreciation. 

Picture would have been bad 
enough if it had been released while 
the Walker controversy was still 
hanging in the balance. Now that 
it is a closed incident, with the for- 
mer mayor a discredited man and 
the subject of a good deal of public 
sympathy, the bad taste of repre- 
senting him in the light of a person 
of not so fine moral fibre is doubly 
objectionable. 

The main character 
avoidably represents Walker is 
openly and aggressively a chaser. 
That his intentions toward this par- 
ticular heroine were honorable is 
not a sufficient palliative, even 
though they do make him a likable 
end in most respects an honorable 
man. There probably was no other 
lomical system of handling the char- 
acter, but that doesn’t cure the 
situation that this treatment will 
give offense to a great many people 
who sympathize with a fallen idol. 

Besides all of which, and prob- 
ably equally in:portant, is the fact 
that the whole Walker flurry is a 
closed incident and public interest 
in it has lapsed So it comes about 
that the picture is confined. for 
playing dates to metropolitan spots 
of a very minor status, which 
means that it is practically a dead 
loss to the producer. 

All of which does not affect the 
fact that it is a first rate technical 
bit of filming. Some of the char- 
acter work is of high order and 
the balance of comedy is neatly 
maneged. Lee Tracy does a first 
rate job in what amounts to a vivid 
impersonation of Jimmy Walker, 
even to mimicing some of his minor 
eccentricities, such as a trick of 
moving his hands and his jaunty 
stride in the final shot of His Honor 
leading a parade up Fifth Ave., a 
touch that would have been effec- 
tive while it was a question 
whether the mayor wouldn’t come 
out on top afier all, but which loses 
its punch now that the outcome of 
the whole affair has been definitely 
decided. 

Production is full of gay night 
like atmosphere that under other 
circumstances would have made it 
peppy entertainment. Besides the 
capital performance of Tracy, Bu- 
gene Palette, as an ‘unscrupulous 
political henchman of the mayor, 
Warren Hymer in his familiar 
character of a dumbbell gangster, 
and Vince Barnett as a bungling 
tailor, contribute excellent comedy 
characters. Sound, photography 
and backgrounding are on a high 
plane. Rush. 


HER MAD NIGHT 


Like production and Mayfair release. 
Starring Irene Rich and featuring Conway 
Tearle and Mary Carlisle. Directed by E. 
Mason Hopper. Story and continuity, J. T. 
Neville. Jules Cronjager, camera. Byron 
Robinson, editor. talph Blask, asst. dir. 
Supervised by Cliff Broughton. At the 
Globe, theatre, N. Y., starting Nov. 14, on 


which un- 





a double bill. tunning time, 67 minutes. 
Toan MannerS.....ccccccsccccess Irene Rich 
Steven Kennedy...... esee--Conway Tearle 
Constance Kennedy....+...-- Mary Carlisle 
Schuyler Durkin......... Kenneth Thomson 
District Attorney....William B. Davidson 


One of those indie releases with a 
title supposed to lure them in, but 
with a production and development 
that do not back up the title. Shown 
on Broadway because the Globe 
has to take what it can get, and 
coupled with the ancient ‘Para- 
mount on Parade’ to give a slew of 
names for the house front. When 
played as the solo feature it must 
be given plenty of support, but it 
can solo only in the C division and 
will not give much satisfaction even 
there. 

This is another whirl of the 
mother love theme which finds its 
supposed kick in the mother as- 
suming the daughter’s guilt. Here 
an effort is made to hook onto the 
‘Last Mile’ cycle by convicting the 
woman and playing the climax fora 
happy ending at the door to the 
execution chamber. That’s supposed 
to put new thrill into the outworn 
idea, but it’s merely a fresh ache 
the way it’s handled. 

Inexpert dialog is the final straw 
and that and the impossibility of 
making a plausible play out of the 
elements wreck it’s hopes of being 
a topper in its division. Just asa 
sample, the girl who really does the 
shooting (accidentally, of course) 
goes on a yachting trip immediately 
following the affair and does not 
hear about it for an entire year. 
It’s that kind of a story all the way 
through. 

Miss Rich and Conway Tearle 
do the best they can with the ma- 
terial provided, but Miss Rich suf- 
fers from the hurried production 
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JUNGLE KILLER 


Production and no distribution 
credited. Editing, dialog and recitation by 
Carveth Wells. At the Central, N. Y., be 
ginning Nov. 25. Running time, 70 mins. 


Century 


This taxes the credulity of any 
ticket buyer. But fortunately for 
Carveth Wells it will not cause a 
lot of people, mainly radio listeners, 
to lose their regard for him. The 
picture just isn’t for the majority. 

Instead of ‘debunking Africa’ and 
the African big game _ gunner, 
Wells’ attempts to belittle act as a 
boomerang. 

After a lion has been shown maul- 
ing a hunter; and after an elephant 
has killed a native; and after a 
rhino has horned a dozen trained 
dogs: and after a huge gorilla has 
been seen in the jungle, fimaliy 
charging the hunter—after these 
things and a lot more, Wells’ argu- 
ment that the big game hunter is 
Africa's greatest danger registers 
negatively with picturegoers. 

The Wells talk is replete with 
alibis. There is one even for the 
camera work in ‘The Jungle Killer,’ 
which, in many parts, is extremely 
bad, even for an expedition. 

As for the picture, it is an as- 
sortment of library clips, which 





have become familiar through fre- 
quet usage. 
There are a number of situations 


showing a hunter delivering the 
mercy shot to dispatch animals 
which he had crippled, but not 


killed outright. One doesn’t have to 
have a background of forest tramp- 
ing to know that killing a wounded 
beast is the humane think to do. 
There is no point in trying to ex- 
cite audience indignation when the 
marksman in this clip assemblage 
does what decent sportsmanship re- 
quires he should do. Waly. 


CSOKOLJ MEG, EDES 


(‘Kiss Me, Darling’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Pless Ferenc production. WU. S. release 
iy Foreign Film Exchange, Cleveland. 
Direction, Gaal Bela; music, Dr. Sandor 


Emod Tamas, Harsanyi Zsolt 
and Vadnay Laszlo. Cast including Ros- 
zahegyi Kalmen, Somogyi Erzsi, Pager 
Antal, Gozon Gyula, Boros Goza, Simonyi 
Iren, Vaszari Piri, Salamon Bela, Istvan 
Gyorgyai, Gardonyi Lajos, Rokk Marika, 
Itaday Imri. At the Tobis, N. Y., on grind 
run, beginning Nov. 2%, Running time, 101 
Mins. 


Jeno; story, 





Strictly a builder-upper for home- 
made goulash. Distributor lives in 
Cleveland and probably knows 
where the various Hungarian settle- 
ments in the United States are. If 
he can get his picture to those set- 
tlements in the United States are. 
If he can get his picture to those 
settlements it'll make as much 
money as there is to be had, be- 
cause it’s the first sure-enough 
Hungarian talker to come over. 
Anywhere else it’s hopeless. 


It’s not a good picture from any 
standpoint, but has a couple inter- 
esting points. Actually three shorts 
strung together. Neatly strung, 
however, and nicely handled. Starts 
with three writers and a film direc- 
tor and a song writer gossiping. 
Some one says ‘what’s your most in- 
teresting—’ and they're off. Each 
of the writers tells a yarn, which 
the filmer puts on the screen in 
front of their eyes. The composer 
has just finished a song, ‘Kiss Me, 
Darling,’ which becomes the theme 
song for all three sequences. It’s a 
cute, though unimportant, tune and 
helps the tieup thing. 


Sound is only fair and photog- 
raphy passable. Acting leaves plenty 
to be desired, the director, however, 
showing capacity considering what 
he had to work with. Kanf. 


BENEATH THE SEA 


Principal Distributing Corp. release, pho- 
tographed under water by J. E. William- 
son. Mr, and Mrs. Williamson and native 
divers in cast. No story. At the Cameo, 
New York, commencing Nov. 3, Running 
time, 54 minutes, 


Deep sea photography running an 
hour with little relief and classing as 
an artistic success, but doubtful com- 
mercially. For lecture and educa- 
tional purposes it may prove a valu- 
able piece of property for its in- 
formative value alone, but for thea- 
tre use it would have been better 
off if sliced up as a series of shorts. 

Williamson voiced his own off- 
screen descriptions. He fails to 
convey with full force the terrors of 
undersea life, preferring instead to 
stage the thrills, such as an octopus 
battle by two divers and another 
divers’ escape from _ treacherous 
quicksand at the ocean's bottom. 
Much of Williamsons’ explaining is 
matter-of-fact, cluttered up with 
technical information and compli- 
cated names of the various marine 
animals and plants. 

A more imaginative narrator 
could have provided the kick that’s 
needed but missing. Safely esconsed 
with his wife and baby in his 
‘photosphere,’ while the action goes 
on in the water outside, Williamson 
never suggests that he’s in danger 
at such a distance below the sur- 
face. The very presence of the 
missus and the little daughter tend 
to give an impression of snug safety 
that dulls the adventure. 

There's little doubt that William- 





son was in danger as much and as 


\Ich Geh Aus, Du Bleibst 


often as the average aeleaiatiiadeal | 
big game hunter, but the land game } 
boys usually manage to make it look 

and sound more exciting. The man- 

eating sharks snapped by William- 

son in the act of tearing into chunks 

of bait are as terrifying as any tiger | 
or lion shots on record, yet the} 
sharks leave far less of an impres- 

sion. While the sharks are doing 

their stuff, Williamson sounds as 

though he's describing the flowers 
in a backyard garden. Sharks in 

action may be common to this un- 

dersea explorer, but they're not to 
theatre audiences. 

First National's “Tiger Shark,’ for 
example, was one of the recent hil 
pictures, yet its actual shark scenes 
were nowhere near as authentic as 
some of the views in this picture. 

Williamson explains that he’s 
after specimens for the Field 
Museum of Chicago. His apparatus 
is a globular compartment suspend- 
ed from the boat by a metal cylind- 
er. The fish and plants are pho- 
togravhed through a large window, 
while the ocean floor is tighted up 
by a powerful lamp, also suspended 
from the surface. A few feet in 
color are described as the first ever 
taken in the water. Bige. 


Da 


(‘1 Go Out, You Stay Home’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Cicero-Universal production. Capital Films 


releose in U. S. Stars Camilla Horn. Di- 
rection Hans Behrendt; adaptation Hans 
Zerlett from a novel by Wilhelm Speyer; 
music Otoo Stransky. At the 79th St. Play- 
house on grind, week Nov. 18, Running 
time, 74 mins, 

Gaby. ocvcccctcccseceecoseces Camilla Horn 
SUMPTER . cooccecsdocaseetcaeces Berthe Ostyn 
GOOrs.. ecocccteccoce ....-Hans Brausewetter 
WAIEER. .0 co ccccadcccososbeovesenes Fritz Ley 
Ixonstant:n von Halier........Theodor Loos 
Maximillam.....e.sesee secccces Oskar Sima 


Pretty complicated and confused 
film that never makes up its mind 
whether it wants to be comedy, 
drama, or musical. Maybe it will 
mean something in the strictly Ger- 
man nabes, but not very much. 

Camilla Horn is starred. She's 
the blonde lass that tried to brave 
Hollywood for a while. She's a 
beautiful thing and handles her part 
satisfactorily, but doesn’t make it 
mean very much. And perhaps not 
her fault. 

Story is one of those very mixed- 
up affairs. A model is in love with 
a former rich man now poor, but 
soes out evenings with other men 
because she likes nice dinners and 
comforts. Then she meets a seem- 
ingly rich man who falls in love 
with her. She pushes him off, which 
straightens him out on his own 
marital affairs and brings him back 
into the good graces of his family, 
he then rewarding the girl and her 
fiance. That’s boiled down. Actu- 
ally there are a half dozen more 
twists to help confuse. 

Couple of songs scattered through 
for no logical reason, and only fair. 
Photography also no more than fair, 
sound spotty, production satisfac- 
tory, and direction about par. Kawf. 


EINE VON UNS 


(‘One of Us’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Nov. 10. 


T. K. Production and Hisa Film release. 
After the story ‘Gilgi, eine von uns’ by 
Irmgard Keun. Direction Johannes Meyer. 
Manuscript, I. v. Cube. Music, Franz 
Grothe. Photography, Carl Drews. Recorded 
on Tobis-Klangfilm. 

Cast: Brigitte Helm, Gustav Diessl, Jes- 
sie Vihrog, Ernst Busch, Guenter Vogdt, 
Paul Biensfeldt, Helene Fehdmer, Hermine 
Sterler, Julius Brandt, Erwin Kalser, Carl 
Walter Meyer, Lydia Alexandra, Gud run 
Ady, Jutta Jul, Anita Mey, Wera Liessem, 
Carl Geppert, Helmut Gauer, Otto Rein- 
wald, Carl Platen, Gerhard Dammann. 
 -=-tggaaed time 65 minutes. At Capitol, Ber- 
in. 


A picture made at comparatively 
small cost, about $40,000. A very 
good seller, story ‘Eine von Uns’ 
refers to a problem of today. Gilgi, 
the child of small people, learns on 


the eve of her 21st birthday that 
the couple who brought her up are 
not her father and mother, but that 
her mother is a rich woman who at 
her birth was not married. Strange 
as is her fate, the young girl's char- 
acter is stranger. She falls in love 
with a writer who lives extrava- 
gantly though he has no money and 
is always in debt. He tells her that 
he can only live independently and 
free of all bindings. She leaves her 
foster parents, lives with him and, 
when expecting a child, goes off, not 
to be a burden on him. He recog- 
nizes his love for her and follows 
her to Berlin. 

The picture sometimes is drawn 
out, the dialog not always clever, 
but the picture appeals, due to a 


FALSE UNIFORMS 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
(Synced Silent) 


Produced by Ukrainfilm. Distributed by 
Amkino Directed by Faust Lopashinski. 
Seenario by Samushkin and Whiting. Pho- 
tography by A. Kaliushny. At the Cameo, 
New York, beginning Nov. 18 Running 
time, 67 minutes. 
imloveKy..cccesecs .L. Podrozhny 


unt P * 
.Stepan Shagaida 


Karmeliuk 


[ Pn « « noes cabeeenes Zinaida Pigulovitch 
WOOGRRE. oo cccccseses Valentina Rovinskaya 
Sutonin...... .....Boris Karlash-Verbitzkv 
Count Piglovsky, Sr.......... 4. .. Nikitin 
The Bandit Bear....... ...Maxim Astafiev 


Film comes in highly touted by 
the Amkino, but it doesn't rate as 
box office. It’s offside in every angle 
of production, and its nearest com- 
parable cinematic grade would be 
the old-fashioned two-reel westerns 
of the silent days. 

Even in the States certain Soviet 
adherents might find little attrac- 
tion in the picture unless it’s the 
angle of the class struggle theme. 
Instead of the modern stuff, the pic- 
ture goes costume with the era of 
serfdom in the early 18th century 
in Russia, but the costumes don't 
fit the characters. 

The story, so far as it can be fol- 
lowed from the titles and introduc- 
tion, 1s supposedly based on the life 
of Karmeliuk, a legendary Russian 
bandit chief. However, his Robin 
Hood activities, so far as the film 
shows, are limited to a clumsy at- 
tempt to get even with a cruel local 
overlord, County Piglovsky. Horses 
and flintlocks appear in the picture, 
but the makers overlooked the fact 
that flintlocks were unrepeatable 
shooters, 

It's ridiculous to have early 18th 
century gunmen keep shooting con- 
tinuously with one of those kinds of 
pistols. 

The idea apparently was to pre- 
sent a grim, cruel tale of early Rus- 
sia, and to that end it is utterly de- 
void of humor. A curiously childish 
bit is that of a bear man, one of 
local outlawry clad in bear skin 
that’s obviously a foot rug or some- 
thing. 

Karmeliuk as a serf breaks away 
from his master after being kicked 
around by Count Piglovsky, and 
once almost is hanged on account 
of the Count. Karmeliuk is aided in 
his escapades by a mysterious 
stranger who turns out to be a run- 
away serf who had murdered his 
own master and then masqueraded 
as the dead lord. 

Toward the finish the mysterious 

character switches costumes with 
Karmeliuk to save the latter from 
being captured by the Count’s sol- 
diers. That may be how the picture 
got its title, ‘False Uniforms’ That 
switching of costumes is hardly 
enough to hang a title to. 
. The photography is nothing to 
boast of and most of the outdoor 
scenery of open fields and crags is 
repeated throughout the picture. So 
far as the acting goes, when they 
weren't grinning sheepishly they 
were just glum and sad-eyed. 

The synchronization sounds me- 
chanical, but maybe okay, and some 
vocal stuff is used with the underly- 
ing music. Most of the action, how- 
ever, is silent. Shan. 


PAPRIKA 


(‘Marriage in Haste’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin, Nov. 15. 

J production and Cin- 
emma Filmvertriebs release. Adapted after 
the stage play, *Der Srung in die Ehe’ 
(The Jump into Marriage’), by Max Rei- 
mann and Otto Schwarz. Manuscript by 
BR. E. Luethge. Direction, Carl Boese, 
Photography, Reimar Kuntze; sound, Hans 
Grimm; settings, Gustav Knauer and Wale 
ter Reimann. Musical management, Franz 
Wachsmann, Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 
film. Cast: Paul Heidemann, Liselott 
Schaak, Paul Hoerbiger, Franziska Gaal, 
Hugo Fischer-Koeppe, Margarete Kupfer, 
Claere Glib, Frigga Braut, Hermann Picha, 
Carl Walter Meyer. Running time, 8% 
minus. At Gloria Palast, Berlin. 


Deutsche Universal 





A well made picture promising a 
medium success in Germany. A 
foreigner would not understand why 
it is a success. In spite of favor- 
able critics from the Berlin press 
with which the Hungarian operetta 
actress, Franziska Gaal was re- 
ceived, international observers find 
in her a charming actress and 
comedienne. No more. No star, 
at any rate who deserves first rank. 
The picture is entirely Teutonic. 
With the usual mix-ups as old as 
the picture industry. 

Paul Hoerbiger, Paul Heidemann, 
Ilugo Fischer-Koeppe, Margarete 
Kupfer again prove excellent sup- 
port actors. Franz Wachsmann’'s 
photography is good average. 
Photography was not always good 


and the panoramas unclear. Karl 
Boese’s direction was conventional. 
Magnus, 





great extent to Brigitte Helm who 
looks and plays well. Gustav Diess! | 
is not exactly the type of the voung 


lover, but acts with discretion. | 
Ernst Busch, and the amusing 
Guenther Vogdt, also Paul Biéns- 


feidt and Helene Fehdmer prove ac- 
ceptable. Jessie Vihrog is supris- 
natural, 


ingly 





Sound, photography and settings 
by Hans Jacoby were good. I. von 
Cube’s manuscript is flavored by 
some long drawn out sequences 
Johannes Meyer's directing was 
pleasant in its simple way Magnus. |} 


! London 


| Talks 


MONEY TALKS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 15. 
International production, re} ased 
Wardour Films, starring Julian 
tose and featuring Kid Berg and 
Directed by Norman Lee 
ning time SO mins, Previewed Bedford the- 
itre, Camden Town, London, Nov. 1! 


Giladdy 


Itun- 


Prior to the trade show at the 
Hippodrome, Noy. 15, Brit- 
sneaked ‘Money 
into the program at the Bed- 
(Continued on page 44) 
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PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 15 
From the reception the new Dill 
obtained on opening day, beating all 
figures for a long time, it is a sure 


striking effect as viewed across the 
dark forestage. From it come more 
couples similarly garbed as lights 
come up to full and the scrim flies. 

From then on it is a formal bal- 
let, with the dancing girls doing toe 


bet the house will do well for the|routines and a solo dance by a 
next two weeks. Apart from the | new ballerina, Catherine Littlefield, 
good name of the house with the- | working with Val Vestoff, latter in 
atregoers, show this week has the|hussar uniform of white. It’s all 
Kitchen Pirates on the stage as cen- | heavy ballet stuff and pretty long 


ter of an excellent presentation, and 
the feature is one of the best com- 
edies ever turned out of Joinville. 

First comes the newsreel, followed 
by an excellent musical overture 
conducted by Pierre Millot, with M. 
Laffra as solo ’cellist for ‘Roy a’Ys.’ 
A short educational follows, show- 
ing water games, then an animated 
cartoon, 

Presentation follows, titled ‘1927- 
1932,’ this being the fifth anniver- 
sary of the opening of the theatre. 
This also explains the special bill. 

Presentation opens with the 
Kitchen Pirates, who do thelr sen- 
sational adagio in a manner that, 
though this is a return engagement 


for them at Paramount, gets them 
an ovation. Then after some yodel- 
ing by Mademoiselle de Marceval, 


the 24 Mangan Tillerettes do their 
stuff. This is their last appearance 
at Par. They are to follow Mangan 
to the Rex, and will be replaced here 
by a line of American steppers. 

Most noticeable fact in the pres- 
entation is that the fears enter- 
tained when Mangan left that is 
lighting effect could not be dupli- 
cated without him were unfound2d 
Jacques Charles put on the preser- 
tation, which is a happy mixture of 
American and French styles, and 
the electrical staff of the theatre 
succeeded in obtaining the same 
delicate lighting effects for which 
Paramount is locally noted and 
which were supposed up to date to 
be Mangan’s own secret recipe. 
Lighting of background with lights 
growing from dim to full glare vro- 
gressively is excellent. 

Show ends on the feature, a Para- 
mount Joinville-made comedy with 
lyrics, ‘The Unexpected Son.’ It’s 
an immediate hit, due to amusing 
story well told and directed, and 
beautifully acted by an all-star cast 
including Florelle, Fernand Gravey, 
Baron Fils and Saturnin va. 


ROXY 


New York, Nov. 27. 

With the current week the Roxy 
abandons even its casual effort to 
exploit a name or build its shows 
on individual specialty people, but 
frankly and wholeheartedly throws 
itself upon Frank Cambria’s faculty 
for staging a sightly spectacle. 

Cambria comes through with 
everything a maker of stage pic- 
tures can do to frame an imposing 
stage show, and with color and 
the manipulation of settings and 
masses of people succeeds in de- 
vising a flash that is salable. 

Show hasn’t a name in it that 
would win 2 passing glance in a 
lobby frame, and the stage pro- 
ceedings would be better for some 
specialty standouts to give it pace 
and variety, but Cambria has done 
well with the material at his com- 
mand. 

Presentation is in two unrelated 
parts, The first is called ‘Edel- 
weiss,’ which means that it has a 
Swiss village background and the 
ensemble in Alpine attire, while the 
Roxyettes supply the feature num- 
ber in one of their precision rou- 
tines, garbed this time in a tight- 
fitting getup that makes this 
usually sedate group strangely 
provocative in feminine curves that 
have been soft-pedalled until now. 

A male ballet is a new acquisition 
for this stage, and it is questionable 
if it is worth the trouble, male bal- 
lets being a negligible quantity gen- 
erally, outside perhaps of Shubert 
musicals of another day. Only per4 
son to stand forth from the group- 
ings is Ben Dova, who does a semi- 
dance bit and a novelty contortion 
interlude atop a flexible lamppost 
for comedy purposes, style of work 
suggesting that Ben Dova may be 
the former vaudeville act, Ben 
Doven, who gained some noti¢e a 
few years ago for novel acro-con- 
tortion. 

Vocal group, while making a cos- 
tumed background for the stage 
picture, supplies agreeable *har- 
mony, men doing a yodeling bit as 
a feature. Val Vestoff appears as 
a principal dancer, showing some 
sightly control stepping as his best 
contribution. Staging is nicely 
enough done, but the whole idea has 
somewhat the air of old-fashioned 
musical comedy technique as exem- 
plified by the merry villager open- 
ings of eight out of ten light operas 
of the early century. 

Second episode is better in a 
spectacle way, although heavy also 
on manipulation of ensembles, but 
with a good, dignified pictorial ef- 
fect. It is the ‘Ravel Waltz,’ and 
a program note goes into descrip- 
tion of the composition by Maurice 
Ravel of ‘Bolero’. fame, depicting 
the birth of the waltz from disor- 
ganized musical combinations. . 

Stage is done in drapes with a 
heavily-draped center door. Fore 
part is left dimmed behind a scrim 
at the start, with side spots picking 
out couples m a_ ballroom of the 
last century, the rest of the ensem- 
ble. women in-hoopskirts and men 
in hussar uniforms, being in semi- 











applause than 


drawn out for the tastes of a 
Broadway deluxe crowd accustomed 
to slam-bang entertainment, but 
still sightly pageantry. 

Overture is ‘Cleopatra,’ which 
again is no jazz trifle. Feature 
compensates for other shortcom- 
ings, being ‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox), 
marking Clara Bow’s comeback and 
a knockout, Business at this Friday 
night perormance first rate, Rush. 


MASTBAUM 


Phila., Nov. 26. 

With the theatre all set to close 
next week, they pull a fast one and 
put on the best show they’ve had in 
months. Maybe it’s the ‘Something 
to remember me by’ idea, but why 
didn’t they do things that way be- 
fore closing was set. 

That doesn’t apply merely to the 
talent. For the first time, the stage 
show has some idea of pace. It 
moves briskly and delivers’ the 
goods. The other offerings were 
slow, drawn out so thin that they 
were annoying, apparently with the 
intent of handing the patrons a long 
show. They gave most of the cus- 
tomers a good long pain in the neck. 

This week they show how things 
should be done. A short, fast offer- 
ing, with a time-limit on every per- 
former. A little more strength in 
picture selection, too, this week’s 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ (RKO) being 
a step in the right direction. 
Crowds on opening day, right 
after Thanksgiving, were almost 
capacity. They applauded at the end 
of the picture and that’s something 
one never heard before in this 
house, The show also received more 
usual and it was 
worth it. 

Performers announced from hid- 
den mike; band on stage; single 
set. Chilton and Thomas on first 


with their dance flash, the hurdle, 
5 china plates, and a great step ar- 
rangement, 


All went over with a 


bang, 
Sylvia Froos followed, using mike 


arrangement at centre of stage. 
This girl showed more personality 
and poise than all the highly touted 
stars, 
height of grace, and she is superb 


Her dance pantomine is the 


at putting over a blues song. ‘Fit 
As a Fiddle,’ ‘Say It Isn’t So’ and 
‘Harlem Moon’ brought her three 
salvos of applause. 

Ken Murray on next, using plat- 
form over pit. His act is riotously 
funny. Helen and Milton Charles- 
ton work with him, the latter being 
the perfect stooge. Another slim, 
gawky dancer, Al Ricker, also a 
laugh getter. Murray’s conducting 
of the band brought lots of laughs, 
and Miss Charleston’s few dance 
steps were greeted the right way. 
A. great, fast, peppy act—and it 
rated three bows. 

Mills Brothers close the show be- 
fore plain curtain, being introduced 
with a short mention of their radio 
sponsors. The excellence of these 
performers never varies and they 
found an_ enthusiastic 
their choice of numbers being first 
rate, 

The orchestra, headed by Crea- 
tore, give a musicianly playing of 
that old timer, ‘William Tell,’ and 
get a great response. Then there’s 
Milton Charles with a collection of 
more old-timers, popular songs of 
long ago, that start everyone sing- 
ing. The news-reel shots of the 
Hoover Dam blasting work made an 
outstanding impression, and _ the 
clips ended with some fast football 
shots. 

After a show like this, it’s hard 
to write ‘finis’—even for a _ short 
while, Waters. 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Noy, 25. 

An atmospheric Tahitian lobby 
ballyhoo packed the sidewalk for 
yards around as dancers and sing- 
ers went through their stuff on a 
platform above the box office. But 
while the sidewalks were packed, it 
was a different story inside, where 
opening mat got off to one of the 
smallest and coldest houses in some 


time. ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) cn 
screen, with F&M’s ‘Tahiti’ Idea on 
Pstage. 


In his third week, Jay Brower, 
conducting the 14 musickers in the 
pit, got his strongest returns yet 
with a pair of numbers. First, a 
medley of classics, featured Thor- 


stein. Jensen, violin; Bob Kimic, 
trumpet, and trombonist. Second 
was a hoke number, probably as 


screwy as anything ever done here, 
that landed with a bang. Brower’s 
building nicely here. 

‘Tahiti’ Idea, staged by Larry 
Ceballos, had little to do with Ta- 
hiti. Ted Claire carried the comedy 
burden, handling some of it nicely 
and some not so forte. Bernardo de 
Pace, mandolinist, with Celina Les- 
ear, got oyer nicely, as did Peg Leg 
Bates, colored monopedic hoofer. 
Park and Clifford, acrobats; Gus 





davkness. Center door in red vel- 
vet is lighted from behind, and a)! 


Elmo and Princess Kippikona com- 
pleted the talent lineup, Bock. 


reception, 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Nov. 26. 

Good entertainment on tap this 
week at the Cap, and it may be 
there next, if the business pace con- 
tinues. No reason why Dressler- 
Moran don’t rate a holdover, unless 
this is ruled out by Paul White- 
man’s scheduled fortnight at the 
Cap commencing next week, Obvi- 
ously a $6,500 act isn’t required with 
a strong flicker such as ‘Prosperity.’ 

The support fs tres snappy. It 


opens with Starnes and Kover (New 
Acts), a distinct novelty in adagio 
turns. Deucing is Gaston Palmer 
with his showmanly jugglery. This 
vet manipulator still evidences his 
expertness as a showman rather 
than what he actually shows. His 
style of salesmanship lends distinc- 
tion to stuff that has been around 
for years, and so long as he can 
personally continue to create the 
same favorable impression across 
the foots, that’s his principal asset. 

Sheila Barrett, whose most dis- 
tinguished class engagement was at 
the Central Park Casino—which, for 
all its swank, doesn’t pay off as 
punctually as does any circuit the- 
atre, incidentally—uses that as an 
advance bally. She has a piano ac- 
companiment for her various im- 
pressions, some of which are only 
so-so, and others quite effective, but 
in toto they combine for a pleasing 
interlude; particularly in a picture 
house where the average svelte 
femme turns out to be either an- 
other warbler or a terp specialiste. 

Miss Barrett’s Garbo, John Barry- 
more and Mae West might be classi- 
fled in the hit ’n’ miss class. Her 
Lahr and Zasu Pitts, particularly 
the last, were more oke. 
The Yacht Club Boys next, on a 
special piano-platform, above the 
pit (in front of the foots), evidence 
just why they’re better saloon en- 
tertainers than in a theatre. Not 
that the Montparnasse, where 
they’re working, which is an open- 
door class nitery on East 52d street, 
is in the saloon category, but the 
Yachters are strictly for the cafe 
field. Their lyrics, particularly 
when they get ’em down into the 
more intimate category, which is 
taboo in a family theatre, go great 
in a boit d’nuit; certainly much bet- 
ter than in a large picture house. 
Herb Williams was a panic with 
his familiar but never tiresome 
hoke. He even had the Lyman mu- 
sicians on the last show of the 
opening day laughing, which is say- 
ing plenty. 
The Abe Lymanites came onto the 
rostrum for their finale specialty, 
the highlight of which was their 
familiar ‘blues’ medley, previously 
done at this house. The band has 
been on a marathon run at the Cap- 
itol, merely augmenting with the 
regulation band vocalist or, as this 
week, a pair of expert legmaniaists. 
They’re break-neck speed hoofers, 
reminding of the Hal LeRoy school. 
That comedy pianist with Lyman 
incidentally pounds the ivories in 
the same limber manner as LeRoy 
hoofs, somehow reminding of the 
dancer. 

Busine@ge heakthy for ‘Freepert?: 

e€ . 





FOX, BROOKLYN 


One of those rare things in Brook- 
lyn this week, a Fanchon & Marco 
unit that doesn’t remind of every 
other F & M. It’s called ‘Buddies’ 
and features Nina Olivette and 
Johnny Burke, Or maybe they’re 
starred; it doesn’t make much dif- 
ference. No important talent out- 


side of the two names, but :t’s nicely 
whipped together in a semi-musical 
comedy vein and clicks well. 

All built around Burke and his 
standard vaude monolog on that war 
business, Everything in it has been 
done before many times, but it’s 
amusing enough to linger on, and 
those whose memory it jogs don’t 
mind much. 

Burke is still in his khaki outfit, 
and Miss Olivette does a nurse in 
France. She’s a comedienne and 
dancer and first rate, better than 
most of these tabs manage to set. 
Burke’s a funny lad in his way, de- 
spite the vintage of his material, 
and his squeaky voice was well ap- 
preciated by the Brooklynites. 

McCann Sisters, a comely trio, 
sing a quartet of songs with fair ef- 
fect, and Les Everson does some 
baritoning. 

About four scenes, with the ef- 
fects pretty good and the scenery 
okay. For a finish there’s a massed 
soldier parade effect copied from 
the Folies Bergere of France of 1929. 
It’s a good thing as done !n che 
original show. Here, a bit clumsy, 
it doesn’t quite sell itself. 

Before the show gets going, Sam 
Jack Kaufman leads his pitmen 
through Liszt’s second ‘Hungarian 
Rhapsody.” The boys almost made 
all of the notes come out in the 
right places, but the audience didn’t 
know the difference and Kaufman 
got his long hair nicely mussed be- 
fore it was over, which got him snuf- 
ficient applause. 

‘Tess of the Storm Country’ (Fox) 
is the feature, there are two shorts 
plus the newsreel, and biz for the 
second show Saturday afternoon 





was satisfactory. Kaw. 











NEWSREELS |e 








EMBASSY 


Although the Luxer last week 
covered briefly the diversion of the 
Colorado river, Embassy leads off 
its program this week with the un- 


predecented blast. Instead of just 
taking a cloud of dust and smoke, 
the Fox-Hearst bovs held their cam- 
era during a majority of the reper- 
cussions as 3,000 charges of dyna- 
mite were set off. 

Following the blow-up the cam- 
era crew went into the canyon and 
covered the first moves to lay the 
foundation of the great dam. 

All the reels had Roosevelt's ar- 
rival in Washington. Embassy did 
not make as much of the subject 
as it should have, no reference to 
the debt decison being made in the 
titles. 

Although little along this line has 
been expressed in published reports, 
the Embassy’s coverage of the Mo- 
tion Picture Academy awards looks 
from the screen like a give-and- 
take proposition. Louis B. Mayer 
no sooner gives Helen Hayes her 
trophy as acting champ than Wil- 
liam Le Baron presents Mayer with 
a token for producing the best pic- 
ture. It has a certain tit-for-tat 
tone on the screen anyhow. 

There is another interesting pair 
of slants on Manchuria. A Japa- 
nese statesman of unusual person- 
ality quietly states his country’s 
case. Right after that an American 
correspondent discusses the same 
view, advising the U. S. not to get 
excited. 

Germany has everything from 
Von Gronau’s return to riots and a 
six-day bike race in Berlin on the 
Embassy screen. 

‘Fats’ McManus, -who has au- 
thored backward horse races, nance 
characterizations, prison football 
games and child regattas, this week 
turns his vocal powers to a wrest- 





TRANSLUX 


Universal scooped heavily Satur. 
day afternoon with the only atorg 
of the finding of Col. Robbins at 
either of the theatres. While U had 
to use a still of Robbins, it got the 
livelier angle of a 12-year-old ‘dee. 
tective’ who showed how he led 
authorities to Robbins’ hideout. 

Of the variety of polls which 
Pathe has initiated on the screen 
one of the best is the latest on beer, 
It is more or less surprising to find 
people in the ordinary channel of 
life with such a sharp difference of 
opinion. 

Both houses had Acting Mayor 
McKee initiated by the Sioux In« 
dians. They missed, or were une 
able to get, the allegefi induction of 
Mayor-elect O’Brien into Ave. A’s 
tribe. 

On the beer issue again Repre- 
sentative Britten, predicting foam 
in time for the holidays, reiterated 
all of the old figures. 

Both theatres had the Yale-Har- 
vard game. Rain made it one of 
the most difficult contests of thig 
football season to photograph. Howe 
ever, it projected with far greater 
clarity on the Embassy screen, 
which may be due more to thé 
Luxer booth and tiny screen than 
to Pathe’s reporting skill. 

Tuna fishing is a familiar story, 
having been used in feature proe 
ductions more often than newsreels, 
Pathe shows a haul in the custome 
ary manner. 

Other Luxer clips: model locomoe 
tives, tricycle race, freight planc to 
cross the American continent in @ 
day, Mexico City celebration. baby 
plane. Walt. 





Italian king’s birthday, 
Island walking marathon. 
Other Embassy clips: Grand Prix 
steeplechase, California rodeo, Forde 
ham-Oregon football, Armistice 


Coney 


ling match. This one, like the| ceremonies in London and Paris, 
others, got the houses’ biggest| Niagara Falls to piano accompani- 
laugh. ment, dedication of the monument 

Both theatres had the pet show, to Wright Brothers. Waly, 
> 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 26. 

Not much sales value on the Im- 
perial marquee this week, with the 
possible exception of Flo Lewis. 
Standard act is fairly well known 
here, but went over to a nice recep- 
tion. Miss Lewis is still using her 
kiddie-car material, with Leo Kar- 
lyn this time billed. Despite the 
lack of name-draw, the current 
prez. was well-paced and pleasing 
as a family bill. O’Connor Family 
scored on applause on opening night. 
This is a pair of boys who hoof ex- 
pertly, with back-chat and face- 
slapping. Mother of the family on 
for an old-time buck and wing, 
dated quality being offset by the 
youthful appearance of the act’s 
veteran. Two tiny tots are on for 
the finale, the elder for roughhouse 
with the two comics and a young- 
ster, who can’t be more than three, 
tagging for a tap that draws laffs 
through juvenile awkwardness. All 
are in tropical whites and sun-hel- 
mets, a nicely-dressed group that, 
apart from the roughhouse bits, are 
well-mannered and had a nice ap- 


pearance. 
Pasquali Brothers, sensational 
gymnasts, also socked home with 


clever hand-to-hand work, head- 
stands and catches. Flight of steps 
also used for more difficult bits. 
Nothing particularly new in ma- 
terial, but speed and verve with 
which the trio ran through their 
repertory scored heavily on ap- 
plause. Colorful mounting of dance 
numbers helped over the usual rou- 
tines. It’s a full-stage set of an 
Oriental temple with huge cut-out 
of a golden Buddha flanked by 
bronze pillars. Twelve-girl line 
cross-legged on pedestals in six 
pairs for arm movements in the 
Eastern style, rear girl in the six 
teams under cover but for the arms. 
Intricate effects are clever. 

Gaylene Sisters trail for a con- 
certo contortion dance on separate 
levels. Line is back for another 
number toward close, this time for 
double scimitar drills, whirling 
blades and light-changes creating 
another visual effect that drew a 
generous hand. Gaylene Sisters on, 
this time for control kicks, and cli- 
maxing with challenge acrobatic 
flips and bends. 

Whole bill is nicely rounded“and 
should do well on word-of-mouth 
advertising. Feature is ‘If I Had a 
Million’ (Par). Jack Arthur has re- 
turned from Chicago and picks up 
the baton for the overture, a med- 
ley of popular radio favorites. An- 
nouncing is by public address sys- 
tem, and pit boys have the oppor- 
tunity of solo step-outs. 
who didn’t get a hand 
piccolo-player, 


was the 


Mestay. 





Only one | Counts. 


ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 17. 

Alhambra, with Kitchen Pirates, 
and some old local standbys, is 
doing good business. Kitchen Pirates 
quality of work, and especially their 
tempo, are ace entertaining. 

Show opens with a good musical 
overture by the pit orchestra, cone 
ducted by Lucien Goldy, with a vio- 
lin solo by Brugger. Minor acts are 
The Spurgats, Balder, Eight Black- 
streaks and Gros. Major acts are 
Chefalo, a conjurer; The Walton 
Marionettes in a good set cut out on 
front of the curtain, but go badly 
lighted that the strings are as vis- 
ible as the marionettes themselves; 
Ninon Fallin, female operatic yodler 
dear to Parisian hearts; also Tre- 
Ki, popular conjurer; and the Ten 
Bonamannes, athletes who do tum- 
bling and pyramids, culminating in 
one of them carrying 10 men on his 
shoulders. Star turn of course is 
the Kitchen Pirates, with Peggy 
Taylor and Gary Leon, and their 
supports, Stuart Farrington and 
Edward Fenn, getting individual 
mention in the program. 

The 12 Alhambra Girls billed as 
presented by J. Sherman-Fisher are 
on and off, Not one animal act in 
this show. Mari. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 

In these tough depression days 
one probably should be satisfied 
with small favors, and it perhaps 
would be too much to ask or expect 
vaudeville luminaries to bring new 
acts or material. We should be and 
are thankful for such comedy stars 
as Olsen and Johnson under any 
and all circumstances, but just the 
same one cannot help experiencing 
disappointment to find that their 
current offering, billed as ‘Atrocities 
of 1932, a New Bughouse Revue,’ is 
virtually the same conglomeration 
that the pair presented here two or 
more times before. 

Olsen and Johnson undoubtediy 
can get away with the repetitions, 
but they come in the wake of num- 
erous lesser lights who have sinned 
similarly and who are in much 
greater neéd of heavier audienc? 
ammunition. And it should be kept 
in mind that one of the principal 
causes of vaudeville’s decline has 
been too much repetition. 

To be sure, Oisen and Johnson 
bring a number of new people in 
their company. Their 10 line girls 
have been changed. They have a 
trio of colored dancers and some 
juvenile entertainers who were not 





with them  befere. Several new 
twists are injected into old skits, 
ico. And, oh yes, there’s a new led 


in one of the two bedroom episodes. 
But the funsters’ comedy business 
and lines are essentially and in the 
main unaltered from two previcus 
visits. And in an Olsen and John- 
son act it’s the clowning alone t}4t 
nattily 


lads, 


trio of colored 
Continued on page 62) 
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MOTION PICTURE ACADEMY OF ARTS : 
| RDS FIVE FIRSTS TO PARAMOUNT . 
! FREDRIC MARCH | 
| : awarded trophy for the best male per- | 
: oo formance of the year. His carrent pictare | 
: is “THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.” | 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Cartoon Money 

. Cleveland. 

‘Lucky Bucks’ and ‘Prosperity’ 
bank savings accounts were the 
features that M. A. Malaney, pub- 
licity man for Loew’s houses, in- 
corporated in a brand-new stunt 
that went over like a tidal-wave in 
selling ‘Prosperity’ at Loew's Allen 
to children. 

- Novel contest was built up 
around ‘Lucky Bucks,’ which are 
printed in all Sunday papers carry- 
ing King Features cartoons, Sun- 
day editor of ‘Plain Dealer’ co-ope- 
rated with theatres by offering $60 
in cash prizes and 50 tickets to 
movie kids*who collected and turn- 
ed into the sheet the largest amount 
in printed ‘Lucky Bucks.’ Denom- 
inations on them run up to $5. 

Contest drew the largest re- 
sponse@for any similar stunt put 
over by paper in last year. First 
winner, who copped a $10 prize, 
turned in $5,000 worth of ‘Lucky 
Bucks’ that he collected by ram- 
sacking his neighborhood. Exactly 
1,439 kids entered contest, with 
their contributions representing 22 
towns, proving popularity of ‘Lucky 
Bucks’ as a juvenile play-game 
and a theatre contest. 





For New Year’s 

Too many managers give so much 
thought to overcoming the handicap 
of Xmas shopping that they forget 
all about the end of the year and 
do not commence to prepare for 
their New Year’s eve party until 
it is almost too late to put over a 
good party or perhaps to attract a 
good crowd. 

Preparations should be made 
early, both for the show and’ for 
business. Most successful parties 
are limited to the seating capacity 
and all seats are reserved. It isa 
good plan to start the seat sale at 
least a week before Xmas, and even 
to suggest a couple of tickets as an 
acceptable holiday present. 

The show should start at the close 
of the regular night show, with a 
brief interval to permit the regular 
avdience to disperse, but it should 
begin not later than 11:30 to get the 
crowd into the proper frame of 
mind. 

Better to forget the feature film 
and to make pictures, if any, snappy 
shorts. Cartoon and synchronized 
subjects are better than talked 
comedies, unless the latter can get 
over on sight alone, for there will be 
small chance to make a talker 
heard. 

In the same way the entertain- 
ment should run more to dancing 
and sight stuff than to straight 
singing. With New Year's Eve fall- 
ing on a Saturday, the fact that the 
party will run over into Sunday 
should be taken into consideration 
in some localities. 

Noisemakers and fancy hats 
should be included with the admis- 
sion, and some tableau should be 
framed to mark the exact moment 
of change. 





Schooldays 

Because Ben M. Cohen used to go 
to school with a newspaperman on 
the Springfield (Mass.) ‘News,’ he 
rated a cut and an interview when 
he came into town to take over the 
Publix Broadway. It also helped 
Cohen to get in solid with the right 
people, one result of which was that 
during the campaign his banner 
boys were permitted by the police to 
lead the various parades with signs 
reading: ‘We are parading to the 
Broadway theatre to see ’ with 
copy for the current show. 

Cohen pulled an old one when he 
got the town all aroused over his 
preliminary announcement that all 
the schools would be closed when 
Scooter Lowry came to the theatre. 
The gag was that the opening came 
on a Saturday. Cohen won the usual 
complimentary mention in the trade 
ads because the house was changing 
to vaudeville (5 acts and two fea- 
tures), and he trailed the quiet Hal- 
loween gag by arranging a special 
show at the theatre to coax the kids 
off the street. 

And after that Par quit the house 
and Cohen is in New Haven doing 
it all over again. 








New Year’s Gag 

If you want something new for 
your stroke-of-twelve stunt at your 
New Year’s Eve party, go to black 
art instead of the usual kid break- 
ing through a sheet of paper in a 
frame. It is simple, inexpensive and 
interesting. 

Build a framework § sufficiently 
high to accommodate a man and 
wide enough for two persons. Line 
it, top, bottom and sides, with black 
cloth. Dot the frame with white 
electric lights, naked bulbs. They 
apparently are there for decoration, 
but in reality to increase the black- 
ness of the cabinet and make de- 
ception easier. 

Just before midnight an old man, 
typifying 1932, totters onto the stage 
and is lectured by Father Time for 
his misconduct during the past year. 
He pleads for forgiveness, but is 
told the situation seems to call for 
& new deal. He is driven into the 





cabinet where he stands. The bell 
(tube, crowbar or organ effect), 
strikes the hour, At the final stroke 
1932 vanishes and in his place 
stands a rosy child as Miss 1933. 

A man in the cabinet, dressed all 
in black and with a black gauze 
over his face throws a black cloth 
over the man and an instant later 
takes a similar cloth off the child. 
Kid promises Father Time a better 
year and then goes into her dance. 

Only essential is that the cloth be 
dead black and not glossy. 


Crashing the Columns 

Good managers are generally good 
press agents because they have 
learned to sell the newspapers, just 
as they sell their patrons. No sane 
manager ever asked patrons to walk 
up to the box office and plank down 
two bits to look at a bare screen. 

Lots of those same managers will 
go into a newspaper office with a 
press book and ask the editor to 
pick out something about their show 
to print. They feel their advertising 
entitles them to this privilege. The 
editor is apt to feel that they are 
paying for the advertising space 
because they need the advertising 
and not because they want press 
stories. 

The thing to sell the editor is 
something he wants and what he 
wants is something that really will 
interest his readers. They are not, 
as a rule, interested in flat press no- 
tices. 

Some managers, who know the 
ropes, go through the newspaper 
office like Apple Mary with her 
basket. They stop at every desk 
to sell something. There's a gag for 
the sporting editor, one or two para- 
graphs for the society editor, a sug- 
gestion for an editorial column quip 
and a couple of tips for the city edi- 
tor. Then he lands the dramatic 
editor with enough good stuff to 
pay for the clip stuff. That's doing 
real press work. 


Paper Hook-up 
Birmingham. 

George Steele, of the Ritz, used 
the almost certain hook-up with a 
local paper on ‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 
Ticket prizes to the 50 boys and 
girls submitting the best colored 
strip. That means a big story in 
the paper, and a boost for the sales. 

Even where there is a connection 
between the subject and the strip, 
there is always a good chance to 
land the paper if the stunt promotes 
one of its features, and the color- 
ing contest is good any time. 





Spatter Signs 

Lacking an air brush a very cred- 
itable lobby card can be developed 
from an old toothbrush. The main 
title is formed from cutout letters, 
with cardboard oblongs where the 
lesser legends go. These are lightly 
pinned to a sheet of cardboard and 
the remainder of the surface is gone 
over by spraying color on by means 
of an old tooth or nailbrush, dipped 
in a solution of dye and then lightly 
scraped with a straightedge, along 
the lines of the old spatter work, 

The result is a background of 
stipple, of the desired color with the 
letters showing white and with a 
white space into which the remain- 
der of the announcement can be 
worked. 

The idea is capable of many var- 
jiations and will produce signs which 
are different and therefore eye- 
catching. 


Pens for Patrons 

Some Warner Bros. divisions are 
in on a pen gift night similar to that 
worked last year in other sections. 
In return for advertising with the 
stipulation that it is to be worked 
not later than Dec. 17. 

One of the largest manufacturers 
is supplying the pens, which come 
in sets of eight. In return the 
makers get a display case in the 
lobby for a week in advance of the 
distribution, with local dealers 
listed. It will also supply a sign 
announcing the gift night. 

Warners will build up the dona- 
tion of eight pens for the larger 
houses, with a total of 15 pens for 
houses seating up to 1,000 and an 
additional five for larger houses. 

National makers prefer to deal 
with chains, but the same idea 
should permit the indie managers 
to get something from local dealers 
in return for an advertising show- 
case and a trailer, It’s mostly the 
way the prospect is approached. 


Mebbe N.S. G. ~ 


Ottawa. 

Should one look a gift horse in 
the mouth? 

Capitol Theatre, Ottawa, staged a 
retail trade exhibition in the lobby 
in conjunction with the presenta- 
tion of ‘The Blonde Venus,’ prize 
of a trip to Hollywood was offered 
in a contest. 

Young lady won the contest and 
it turned out that the transconti- 
nental trip is to be by motor coach. 

At this season of the year, the 
young lady just doesn’t know. 








Free Greetings 

Indie manager has sold the tele- 
graph company the idea of sending 
out his Xmas greetings to his pa- 
trons. Company will send out 250 
personally addressed greetings from 
the manager to his regular cus- 
tomers. Each envelope will also 
contain an advertisemént suggest- 
ing the use of the wire for sending 
New Year greetings. 

Manager sold the telegraph head 
the idea on the argument that he 
ought to do a little advertising for 
business and that a personal greet- 
ing would take the curse off merely 
ringing the bell and handing in an 
ad. That might be resented where 
‘tthe enclosure of the ad sheet with 
a@ message would not create the 
same antagonism, 

Manager pays for the ad enclo- 
sure, but the wire co supplies blanks 
and fills in the message, utilizing 
the operators’ spare time. 





Asks Business Aid 


: ° Minneapolis. 

Marvin C. Park, manager of the 
Orpheum here, is sending out per- 
sonal letters to all local business 
heads to enlist their support for 
‘The Conquerors’ because, according 
to Parks, the picture is calculated to 
help restore the confidence neces- 
sary to bring about trade recovery. 
The Orpheum manager asks the ex- 
ecutives to urge all their employes 
to see ‘The Conquerors,’ pointing 
out that if the morale of the rank 
and file can be built up all lines of 
business will be benefited. 





How Much Is a Million? 

Manager is passing along his in- 
tended stunt for Par’s ‘If I Had a 
Million,’ due presently. It’s a con- 
test on ‘How much is a million?’ 
Will tie in to a local paper for a 
questionnaire on how high a stack 
of a million dollars would rise if in 
$1,000 bills, dollar bills, etc. 

Local bank will make window dis- 
plays of money stacked against a 
foot rule, to take the strain off the 
tellers. 





Collects on Football 


New York. 
Ken Henry, now managing the 
Park Plaza, New York, for the 
Skouras Bros., is trying to make 


looking and probably as good sell- 
ing as the former larger spaces, 

It is a message that independent 
operators too should heed. It is not 





the size of the ad which sells, un- 
less it is sufficiently large to im- 
press through mere bigness. 
No Cotton 
If you contemplate using snow 


covered greens for your Xmas dec- 
orations lay off cotton snow. It’s 
bad enough to have the inflammable 
fir or pine needles around. If you 
want snow make up a stiff plaster 
of paris and pour or paint that on, 
using the brush for the needles and 
pour on the boughs. For outdoor 
work, as on top of the marquee, this 
has the additional advantage that 
it does not get wet and flatten down. 

For an even better effect, partic- 
ularly if the tree is to be seen from 
a distance, use aluminum paint. Get 
the paint from a paint store, where 
it may be had.in quart and half 
gallon cans. Much cheaper than the 
usual mix. Better still, use linseed 
oil and varnish for the solution and 
buy the aluminum powder in bulk. 


Lay Off Santa 


Time for the annual warning to lay 
off Santa Claus impersonators. Idea 
listens like a million dollars as a 
kid stunt, but it has a back kick. 

Average Santa believes in being 
a good fellow and promises the kids 
all they ask for. Most parents can- 
not fill entire order and if the kids 
don’t get everything they are apt to 
blame the theatre, as well as Santa 
himself. Juvenile ill will may not 
hurt, but the parents are apt to be 
peeved, too, since they have to share 
the rap. Letters to Santa Claus in 
the same class. Keep them out, too. 








Improves Old Gag 
Tacoma. 

For ‘The Last Man’ (Col) at Roxy 
(Jensen-von Herberg) oke gag was 
gal in white bathing suit in store 
window kodaking passersby at ran- 
rom. Next day those finding their 
pix in the window got two free 
ducats to the show. 


Gives "Em the Tax 
Hartford. 
Samuel Maurice, Capitol theatre, 
makes front page of newspapers 
every week with a gift of $250 or 








football opposition an asset. Dur- 
ing one of the recent games at 
N. Y. U., a few blocks away from 
his house, Henry put on an N. Y. U. 
night with Coach Howard Cann and 
all members of the N, Y. U. football 
team as his guests. 


F-WC Cuts Ads 

In line with the recent conferences 
on the Fox-West Coast, Robert Col- 
lier, of the Southern division, is 
preparing smaller ads for the ad- 
manual service. In his introduction 
he warns against too drastic a clip, 
but points out that much can be 
done with an intensive study of 





more to local charities. The check 
is really a savings. Hartford city 
fathers never allowed vaudeville to 
be played on Sunday, but permitted 
Maurice to proceed with Sabbath 
Day shows when he offered to con- 
tribute a sum of money each week 
to charity. As a result the check 
is presented for charity each and 
every week and at no additional 
cost to the theatre due to present 
tax situation, which permits charity 
shows without assessment. The 
hookup is an excellent goodwill 
builder, and in addition brings ad- 
ditional revenue to the Capitol, the 
show house being the only one in 
town with a “flesh show” on Sun- 





space limitations and proceeds to 
dish out ads that are just as good 


day. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Weston, W. Va 
The interest of Guy F. Gregg as 
partner in the Camden theatre, has 
been purchased by his partner, Wil- 
liam L. Pritchard, and his brother, 
Robert H. Pritchard. 





Salisbury, Md. 

Salisbury’s new theatre, located 
on the first floor, Odd Fellows 
Building, East Main street, opened 
Nov. 21. 

Delbert Phillips is the owner of 
the new enterprise and Mike Donlin 
is the manager. 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Charles J. Freeman, asst. at RKO 
Palace here, goes to Schenectady as 
manager of State. Staff reduction 
at the Palace with passing of 
vaude. 





Lynchburg, Va. 

Willis Grist, Jr., c.m. for Publix 
here since 1930, is to move Dec. 2 
to Spartanburg, S. C. His wife, 
stage name Ann Melodie, was the 
Paramount organist in Lynchburg. 

Grist will be succeeded by Hugh 
Smart, of High Point, N. C. Publix 
properties recently bought by Pub- 
lix Kincey. 





St. Clairsville, O, 
First Sunday films here Dec. 4. 
ew goes into effect at that 
time, 





Canton, O. 
until recently WB and 
several months, due to 
reopen in December by interests 
from Steubenville, O., it is said. 
No announcement as to policy. 


Palace, 
dark now 





New Haven. 
Ben M. Cohen, out when the 
Broadway, Springfield, was let go 





by Paramount, is at the Paramount 
here as publicity man. He was here 
three years ago when Walter Lloyd 
was dist. mgr. Now Lloyd has the 
house under his personal charge, 
coming here four weeks ago. 


Chicago. 

A. C. Binenfeld, manager of the 
B&K State theatre in Austin, made 
a survey of his neighborhood and 
decided too much money was being 
demanded at the paybox. He 
clipped from 40 to 25 at nights, fro™ 
30 to 20 matinees. 

Balaban and Katz said okay. 


Clayville, N. Y. 
Earl P. Brennan has purchased 
the Clayville opera house, N. Y. and 
will reopen with films after  re- 
modeling. 





Pittsburgh. 

Nat Fellman here as chief booker 
under Frank Damis in the WB 
Pittsburgh division. Fellman suc- 
ceeds John McGreevy, who resigned 
recently to join the Harris company 
in a similar capacity. 

Managerial changes in local ter- 
ritory, with Harry Kalmine build- 
ing up his own organization and 
leaving few traces of the old John 
Harris regime. Spitzer Kohen 
brought on to manage the Davis, 
succeeding J. A. McDonald, who 
goes to the small-seat Palace. 
Hohl moved from Parkersburg to 


Ambridge, with W. C. Dodds leav- 
ing Ambridge for Belmar, nabe 
house. Harry Feinstein, also a re- 


cent transfer from the Jersey sec- 


tor, moved from Belmar downtown | 


to the Ritz. 


Ken | 


Played the Short 


Slowly managers are beginning to 
realize that advertising the best bet 


does not always mean the feature. 
Ever since the features went up to 
| two reels there has been a disposi- 
tion to regard shorter lengths as 
merely program stuffers. They may 
be casually mentioned, but they 
seldom are played up. 

Parthenon theatre, Hammond, 


Ind., had ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’ 
for a three-day run, including Sun- 
day. It was not going well in that 
section. Looked dubious, especialiy 
for Sunday. Management had a 
short with Kate Smith and the 
Boswell sisters. He tied his hopes 
to this, sold it intensively, and it 
dragged in enough business to make 
a respectable showing instead of 
wasting one of the best days. 

It did not hurt any that ‘Big 
Broadcast’ was due for the opposi- 
tion house shortly, but in any event 
it would have pulled in the radio 
fans. 

Most shorts are just shorts. If 
they are more than that, play them 
up, 





State’s Nifty 


State theatre, New York, pro- 
duced one of the most attractive 
fronts on ‘Rain’ that it has achieved 
since it went in for big effects. It 
is quite simple, but highly effective. 

Corner posts are masked in with 
sections of a white cottage with 
green shutters, vine covered and 
with colored enlargements, each 
with sales copy, in the windows, 
one to a pane, which gives eight for 
each side. But the chief value lay 
in the green and white in the heart 
-of Times Square. It’s another angle 
of the favorite lattice work for sum- 
mer display, but worked out with 
an intelligence that is not often dis- 
played by sign men. 

Most theatres are probably using 
the grass huts and jungle stuff for 
‘Rain.’ That makes it just another 
of those South Seas stories. The 
cottage, presumably where Sadie 
Thompson lived, was much more ef- 
fective, 





Asked for It 


Manager figured he would do some 
institutional advertising, so he got 
out the blank leaf book idea. Front 
page was titled ‘Reasons why I do 
not like the Prichard theatre.’ Two 
inside pages were blank, as usual, 
Back page had copy to tell what 
people did like about the house. 

Kickback came when more than 
a hundred of the booklets were 
mailed in with the blank pages writ- 
ten in. One man didn’t like the 
music, and another kicked because 
the hat racks were so often loose. 
Manager got 40 or 50 good ideas, 
and he hasn’t decided vet whether 
the gag was a success or a bloomer, 

To make the best of it, letters en- 
closing a pass were sent to those 
who appended their name and ad- 
dress, thanking them for their in- 
terest and telling that the faults had 
been mended. 


Checks for All 
Winnipeg. 

Mike Goodman actually handed 
every patron who attended his show, 
the RKO Winnipeg, during the 
opening of the auditorium week, a 
check for $30. This check was good 
on the purchase of a radio at a 
certain dealer's. The patron actual- 
ly was allowed $30 off the purchase 
price marked on the radio in this 
dealers. Of course, radios are priced 
too high, and by attracting atten- 
tion to this dealer, who probably 
had his radios marked high.anyway, 
the deal was gratis without outlay 
to either the theatre or the radio 
dealer. Mike merely sold the idea, 
But it was a good one for business 
that week . . . for they had to 
counter-act the opening of the aud, 








Promoted a Paper 
‘Publix Opinion’ recently an- 
nounced that by laying off its N. Y. 
and Brooklyn house ad booklets to 
an outside firm it had saved $10,000 
a year to those houses. Outside 


concern is making enough money 
out of the ads it gets to make a 
profit. 

Ever since October a_ 600-seat 


house has been laying off its house 
bulletin, which had cost $80 a week, 
Merely a matter of proportion. 
Publix landed a large concern bee 
cause it had a huge guaranteed cir- 
culation to offer. The indie framed 
the deal on the same circulatioa 
guarantee, but at smaller figures, 


Flowers Sold 
Cleveland, 

Making the town flower-conscious 
and at the same time conscious of 
'the RKO Palace, was accomplished 
by Bert Hanson, who tiled up with 
jocal florists’ association in putting 
on a fall flower show in lobby of 
| theatre. 











Several other replacements ex- | Display, ranging from roses to 

pected within the next week or so.| rare orchids, made the largest lobby 

Jack Simons, for the last 10 years| exhibition the Palace has ever 
(Continued on page 24) i (Continued on page 38) 
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End of Unions’ Cross Picketing 








(Conitnued from page 23) 
with Loew’s here, has gone over to 
WB as manager of the Capitol in 
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Around NYC Hoped For—Kaplan 


May Request Chains to Take Action 


Picketing of Greater New York 
houses in the 306-Empire struggle 
for dominance of projection booths, 
may come to un end. Plans are be- 
ing carefully launched with a view 


|! by 306 nor any of the 306 theatres 
llooking to injunctive relief in the 
| belief a court fight would be long 
j and hopeless. With all possible an- 
| gles figured since then, union law- 


Stubenville, O., 


where he succeeds 


Bill Hendricks, resigned. 


i Ken Dailey, 





Los Angeles. 
former RKO booker 


in San Francisco, becomes manager 
of the Orpheum there. 
| House, formerly the ace Orpheum 


; on the coast 


| grind. 


is now a double bill 





Afton, Ia. 


The Lions club and the American 
Legion post have joined in plan to 
operate the local picture house two 





(Continued from page 7) 
cial poison in the proposal to in- 
stitute a more drastic system of 
charging off film costs comes from 
the practical certainty that such 
write-offs will cut into the com- 
pany’s net. There is also the like- 
lihood that the new amortization 
plan has a bearing on successive 
write-downs of real estate equities 
due to the condition of the real es- 
tate market and especially of the 
market in theatre properties. 
Gloom Communicated Elsewhere 
Adverse market action of Loew 


was a general weakening of front 
by sponsors of the Warner bonds 
which broke through former defense 
positions to 19 and ended at the low 
for a net decline or 3%. Gyrations 
of the RKO debentures continued, 
this time with a tailspin on a sin- 
gle transactions down around 9 
points, bond changing hands agzin 
at 69, repeating a previous low 
price. Probably the new situation 
in RKO in relation to RCA under 
the government consent decree had 
something to do with this price up- 
set, but in connection with other 
revisions of values it had a sour 


to an ultimate injunction against]! vers, however, are said to have dug| nights a week over the weekend had a prompt effect upon the other look. 
picketing by Empire of theatres/ up a possible loophole in last June’s | hereafter. amusements, because es a = Next to the rout that was going 
employing the rival union No. 306! Court of Appeals decision permit- isin ed egg oe yd woe ae on among the bonds, attention was 
operators. ting one union to peacefully fight Same set , + , ° | directed toward senior stocks, which 
. , , ell, lowa, | report of a deficit of near! 12,000, - 
H. @. Hudiesten, Jews : y $ did not fare very well either. Loew's 


this direction may be 
major chains, all of 
with the majority of 
New York indies, have been help- 
less between the two unions in 
their private fight and suffering at 
the box office. 

The Sam Kaplan union in the 
I. A. T. S. E., will urge that the- 
atres using its men, probably the 
chains, take up the cudgels in an 
effort to wash up cross-picketing 
at an early date, it is hinted. 
Whether the chains will go to bat 
or not, saving 306 from a situation 
but at the same time eliminating 
the annoyance of picketing, isn't 
known, 

Up to now nothing has been done 


Steps in 
taken by the 
whom along 


another. 

In addition to the reported loop- 
hole, the decision is being inter- 
preted somewhat differently now on 
the ground that it stated the ‘right 
of the workmen to organize to bet- 
ter their condition has been fully 
recognized.’ In view of the lowered 
wages paid Empire men, 306 pro- 
tangonists are claiming the decision 
does not better the condition of the 
operator as a workmen and that in 
ability of Empire to picket, the con- 
dition of 306 operators is imperiled, 


Another Decision 


Another decision on picketing was 
handed down last week by the 





(Continued on page 28) 


ment. 


Guy 


usher 





office. 


George Dunn, 
8ist Street for RKO, is manager of 
the Colonial. 
Watkins. 
at the Mayfair, 
succeeds Dunn at the 8ist Street. 
Al Hildreth, 
Brooklyn, transferred ts RKO home 


has leased the Amuzu theatre here 
and is installing new sound equip- 





Schenectady, N. Y. 
yraves, manager of the State, 


will also manage the reopened Erie 
for RKO. Frank W. Hutton is as- 
sistant and treasurer of Erie, re- 
opening Nov, 24. 





New York. 
assistant at the 


He succeeds Harvey 
Milton Sigmund, chief 
Broadway, 
treasurer at Albee, 


Al Mears replaces at Albee. 
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Publicity in 
“ARIET 


Under A Special Plan 


“Variety's” Special Publicity Plan has been 
functioning for some years. 
ployed by many of the newly-made stars in Pic- 
tures, Vaudeville, and Radio, while the standard 
players and attractions have long since discov- 
ered its value in the advancement of stage posi- 
tion and salary. 


The campaign is designed to keep a profes- 
sional name continuously before the show busi- 


It has been em- 














000 in a year and then an income 
statement from RKO showing a 
nine-month loss of about $5,000,000. 
While theatre attendance has so far 
been reported fairly satisfactory in 
New York and some other large 
centers, it is said to be at a low 
rate throughout the country. Espe- 
cially discouraging has been the 
fact that business has been particu- 
larly dull compared to expectations, 
following the election, when, it was 
anticipated, the people would return 
to the theatre from which they had 
been drawn by interest in the poli- 
tical campaign. 

With two of the largest companies 
on the record with heavy net losses 
and no definite prospect of an up- 
turn in the amusement business, 
market attention has turned anxi- 
ously toward the heavy maturities 
of obligations coming up in the near 
future for the leading organizations. 
It is obvious that a company run- 
ning on a deficit cannot take up 
these payments and the only other 
alternative is to make arrangements 
for putting them off, refinancing 
which, it has been abundantly 
demonstrated, is an expensive proc- 
ess. 


Bond Prices Break 


This angle of the big theatre com- 
panies has been discussed among 
traders for months, but only now is 
getting into circulation in the news- 
papers. Recalling the reorganiza- 
tion in RKO about a year ago that 
practically wiped out 75% of com- 
mon stockholders’ equities, it now 
is a subject of lively debate whether 
or not the other large organizations 
(perhaps with the exception of 
Loew's) will not have to scale down 
the equities of their junior securi- 
ties. 

Last week’s record of bond deal- 
ings brings the whole subject to the 
fore. Loew’s 6's were least affected, 
but even those liens declined 2% 
points to a new low on this move- 
ment at 81. Mark-down of the older 
Paramount 6’s was almost sensa- 
tional in view of the volume of deal- 
ings, as the price shrank to 18% for 
a loss of nearly 5. The newer Par- 
Publix bonds got better support, 
slipping only % at 19% after touch- 
ing a new low for the autumn at 
18%. 

A curious feature of the move- 
ment in these two issues was that 
the lower price for the higher yield 
security was confirmed, after cross- 
ing that came out a week ago for 
the first time since the listing of 
the more recent obligation. Why a 
54%% lien should command a better 
price than a prior (at least in time) 
bond yielding 6% was a market puz- 
zle. There is nothing on the sur- 
face to explain the discrepancy, 
leaving it to be assumed that the 
irregularity arises from the dif- 
ferent sponsor support given to the 
different descriptions in this par- 
ticularly market situation. 

For the first time this fall there 














preferred plunged nearly 10 points 
in two transactions and remained at 
the bottom of 69 to the end of the 
week. 

Compared to such losses as those 
established by bonds and_ senior 
stocks, common stocks made @ fairly 
good showing on the surface. Vol- 
ume did not reach large proportions, 
except in the case of Loew's, which 
led the group downward for a net 
decline of 4% at 22, and prices else- 
where were relatively steady. 

With bond values shrinking, it 
would seem to follow that equity 
share prices ought to collapse, but 
there are reasons why this is not 
true. In most cases among the 
amusements, prices are already at 
levels at which further losses are 
limited, and there is always the 
speculative chance that stocks will 
become oversold and go into a re- 
bound on a drive against a too 
crowded short interest, a situation 
which encourages holders of long 
stock to sit tight on the chance. 

There is no _ possibility of a 
squeeze of shorts in bonds and very 
little in the case of such closely 
held -preferred shares as those in 
the amusement group. Hence, the 
likelihood that selling of the bonds 
comes closer to an approximation 
of the true investment outlook than 
does the relative stability of the 
common stocks which are more gov- 
erned by changes in their technical 
position. Not that there seems at 
the moment to be any heavy in- 
crease in the short position in the 
active amusements. There could- 
n't be with the reduced scale of 
trading last week, when tota) trans- 
actions in Fox Film, for instance, 
was only 800 shares. 

Radio was about as hard hit as 
anything, considering its price level 
below 6. From its top of 7% the 
stock was hammered down to 5% 
for a net loss of 1%, a decline of 
20%. Study of the court decree late 
in the week led some Wall Street 
dopesters to the view that the end- 
ing of the suit might leave the 
company in a position where it could 
evolve a bullish argument, based on 
the fact that it now will keep patent 
revenues itself and will be in a posi- 
tion without rivalry for licensing 
vacuum tubes and authorizing radio 
circuits. Such an argument found 
no reflection in the tape which ap- 
peared to be concentrating on dis- 
counting an unqualified defeat. 

Columbia pictures was the only 
film issue to end the week with a 
plus sign. Saturday the ticker car- 
ried a brief news note concerning 
the company’s product deal with 
Paramount and that seemed to in- 
spire some small buying. Deal is 
practically a repetition of that of 
last year and its bullishness is open 
to debate, although Columbia is well 
regarded in the group for the fu- 
ture, owing to its freedom from the- 
atre entanglements, parallel in that 
respect with Universal. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Nov. 26: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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MONTH AFTER MONTH 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD PICKS ITS BOX- 
OFFICE CHAMPIONS FROM THE RKO-RADIO LIST! 
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A First Key City reports throughout 
" Ea country indicate nation wide box- 

ie office sweep. San Francisco tops all 
attendance records...New Haven 
best business in six weeks...Salt 
Lake opening exceeds “Bird of 
Paradise’ present record holder 
..- Atlanta in cold and rain 50% 
above normal...Los Angeles 
broke Hillstreet Theatre records 


AND “THE CONQUERORS” 
HAS ONLY STARTED! 
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RKO-RADIO PICTURE FROM THE STORY BY HOWARD ESTABROOK 


DAVID O. SELZNICK, Executive Producer 
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UNA MERKEL 
JOSEPH CAWTHORN 
JEFFERSON PICTURES CORP. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES — 





+ ————— 





729 Seventh Ave., 
New York, N. Y 


Offices: 

~Artclass 
They Never Come Back. Comedy drama with pugilistic 
Toomey, Dorothy Sebastian. Time 
Night Rider, The, 


background. 
, 63 mins. Rel. May. 
Western. Harry Carey Time, 63 mins. Rel. June. 


Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
Chesterfield ee Gronaos 
Escapade. Domestic triangle story. Anthony Bushell, Saliy Blane. Dir. Rich. 
Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. Rev. May 31. 


f3arbara Kent, Joyce Compton, John Harron. 
63 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Oct. 4 


Beauty Parlor. 
Dir. Rich. 


Comedy drama. 
Thorpe. Time, 
John Darrow, Sally Blane. 
Time, 67 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 12. 


Natalie Moorehead, Robt. 
Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 


Forbidden Company. Drama of social snobbery. 
Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 


King Murder, The. From the novel. 
Frazer, Dorothy Revier. Dir. 


2h. Rev. Nov. 
Midnight Lady, The. 


Conway Tearle, 
Rich. Thorpe. 
Drama of mother love. 


Sarah Padden, Claudia Dell, 


John Darrow. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 67 mins. Rel. May 15. Rey. 
May 12. 

Thrill of Youth, The. Modern society. June Clyde, Allan Vincent, Matty 
Kemp. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Studio: Gower at Sunset, 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 


Columbia New York, N. Y 


American Madness. Melodrama of a run on the bank and how it was checked. 
Walter Huston, Pat O’Brien, Kay Johnson, Constance Cummings. Frank 
Capra, dir. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 9 


Attorney for the Defense. Drama of the criminal courts. Edmund Lowe, Con- 
stance Cummings, Evelyn Brent. Irving Cummings, Dir. Irving Cum- 
mings. Time, 73 mins. Rel. May 21. Rev. May 31. 


Behind the Mask. Action melodrama of the unmasking of a dope ring. Jack 
Holt, Constance Cummings, Boris Karloff. John Francis Dillon, dir. 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 25. Rev. May 3. 


Big Timer, The. Romancé in the ring. Ben Lyons, Constance Cummings, 
Thelma Todd. Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, 73 mins. Rel. Mar. 10. 


By Whose Hand. Murder on a fast express train. 
Dir. Ben Stoloff. Rel. July 6. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Final Edition, The. Comedy drama of newspaper life. 
+ menige§ Howard Higgins, dir. Time, 
Mar. ° 


Hello Trouble. Buck Jones quits the rangers—but he goes back. 
Lina Basquette. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 
Rev. Oct. 18. 


Hollywood Speaks. Inside story of Hollywood. Genevieve Tobin, Pat O’Brien. 
Eddie Buzzell, dir. Time, .. mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. Aug. 16 

Last Man, The. Drama of outlawry on the high seas. Chas. Bickford, Con- 
Stance Cummings. Dir, Howard Higgins. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 31. 
Rev. Sept. 20. 

Love Affair. Society story by Ursula Parrott. 
Bogart. Thornton Freeland, dir. 
Apr. 19. 

McKenna of the Mounted. 
Jones, Greta Gransted. 
26. Rev. Nov. 8. 

Murder of the Night Club Lady. See ‘Night Club Lady.’ 

Night Club Lady. Unique murder mystery, done from a _ novel. 
Menjou, Mayo Methot, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. Irving Cummings. 
66 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 30. 

No Greater Love. Heart interest story. Dickie Moore, Alexander Carr, Rich- 
ard Bennett. Beryl Mercer, Hobart. Bosworth. Time, 60 mins. Rel. 
May 13. Rev. May 17. 

Shopworn. A working girl bests 
Toomey, Zasu Pitts. Dir. 
Rev. Mar. 5. 

That's My Boy. 
Jordan, } 
Nov. 22. 

This sporting Age. 
Dir. A. W. 

Two Fisted Law. 


Ben Lyon, Barbara Weeks. 


Pat O’Brien, Mae 
67 mins. Rel. Feb. 12. Rey. 


Buck Jones, 
Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 15. 


1 Dorothy Mackaill, Humphrey 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Mar. 17. Rev. 


Canadian policeman drops below the border. Suck 
Dir. Ross Lederman. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 


Adolphe 
Time, 


temptations. 


8 Barbara Stanwyck, Regis 
Nick. Grinde. 


Time 73 mins. Rel. Mar. 25. 


Football story off the usual lines. 


) Rich, 
ae Marsh, Dir. R. W. Niel. 


1 . ‘ Cromwell, Dorothy 
Time, 71 mins. 


Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. 


Revenge on the polo field. 


Jack Holt, Eval 
ennison. olt, Eva ye Knapp. 


Time, 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct, 

Tim McCoy clears himself of an express robber oe 3) 

McCoy, Alice Day, Tully Marshall. Dir. Ross Lederman. Time. 54 es 

.. Rel. June 8. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Vanity Street. Girl breaks a window to get into jail, 
lies.” Helen Chandler, Chas. ohana Dir, 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 

Virtue. A_ street walker who goes : 
Dir. Edw. Buzzell. 


_but lands in the ‘Fol- 
Nick Grinde. Time, 67 


Carole Lombard, 
Time, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 25. Rev. No 
War Gerreapendent. Chinese war story. om Holt, Ralph Graves, Lila Lee. 
Dir. Paul Sloan. Time, 76 mins. Rel. July 25. Rev. Aug. 16. 
Washington Merry-Go-Round. Political satire. Lee Tracy, Constance Cum- 
mings. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 25. 
Whire Eagle... Buck Jones as an Indian pony express rider. Jones, Barbara 


bh gy Dir. Lambert Hillyear. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. 
ept. 27. 


ort O’Brien. 


1600 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


First Anglo Corp. °«: 


Avalanche. Romance of the weather observer on Mt. Blanc. Photographed 
in that locale. Dir. Dr. Arnold Fancke. Time, 67 mins. Rel. May 15. 

Boat from Shanghai, The. Chinese mystery play on the high seas. Time, 46 
mins. Rel. Apr. 15. 

Condemned to Death. Mystery drama from Jack O’Lantern. Dir. 
Forde. Time, 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. July 19 

Goona Goona. Love charms on the Island of Bali. Dir. 
Armand Denis. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Hound of the Baskervilles. Sherlock Holmes story of that title. 
Massey. Dir. Jack Raymond. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. 

Missing Rembrandt, The. Last of Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories. 
Arthur Wontner, Dir. Leslic Hiscock. Time, 78 mins, Rel. July 20. 
Rev. Mar. 29. 

Monte Carlo Madness. 


Walter 
Andree Roosevelt, 


Raymond 


Monaco romance in musical comedy style. Sari 


Maritza. Dir. Hans Schwartz. Time, 71 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 
June 7, 

Ringer, The. Edgar Wallace mystery story. Arthur Milton. Dir. Wallace 
Forde. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. June 7. 


Wild Women of Borneo. Travelogue. Time, 50 mins. Rel. May 28. Rev. 


Apr. 26. 


4 4 Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
First National 07°? Uy Yori N.Y. 


Alias the Doctor. Medical graduate without diploma risks imprisonment to 
sive a life. Rich. Barthelmess. Dir. Michael Curtiz. »Time, 62 mins. 
tel. Mar. 26. Rev. Mar. 8 

Cabin in the Cotton. A social study of the poor whites. 
Dorothy Jordan, Bette Davis. Dir. Wm. Keighley. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 4. 

Crash, The. How one couple reacted to the panic. 
grent. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 

Crooner, The. 


Studios: 5842 Sunset Bivd., 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Rich, Barthelmess, 
Time, 76 mins. Rel. 


Ruth Chatterton, Geo. 

Time, 59 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. Sept. 13. 

Comedy drama of a radio singer. David Manners, Ann Dvorak. 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon, Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 20. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Dark Horse. Political pate. Warren William. Dir. A. E. Green. 
mins. Rel. July 2. Rev. June 14. 

Doctor X. Mystery thriller in color. 
Dir. Michael Curtiz. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Aug. 9.. 

Famous Ferguson Case. Newspaper story. Joan Blondell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 14, tev. April 26. 

Fireman, Save My Child. Firehouse and baseball. Joe Brown. Dir. 
Bacon. ‘Time, 67 mins. Rel. Feb. 27. Rev. Feb. 23. 

Hatchet Man, The. Tong warfare in the olden days. Ed. G. 
J. Grubb Alexander. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Rey. Feb. 9. 

it’s Tough to Be Famous. Satire on hero worship. Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. 
Dir. A. E. Green. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Apr. 2. 

Life Begins. Tactfully handled maternity story from a stage play. 
Young, Eric Linden. Dir. Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Love !s a Racket. Comedy of a columnist. Doug Fairbanks, Jr. 
Wellman. Time, 72 mins. Rel. June 25. Rev. 

Miss Pinkerton. <A sleuth in skirts. Joan Blondell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Time, 
66 mins. Rel. July 30. tev. July 12. 

Rich Are Always With Us. A girl who loved her husband and wanted another 
m Ruth Chatterton. Dir. A. E. Green. Time, 71 mins. Rel. May 
21. Rev. May 17. 


Time, 75 
Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray, Lee Tracy. 
Lloyd 


Robinson. Dir. 


Loretta 
re 


Time, 72 


Dir. Wm. A. 


These tabulations are compiled 


from information supplied by the 


Regis | various production companies and 


| . 
' checked up as soon as possible after 


lrelease. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
| Man- 


ore retained for six months. 


agers who receive service subse- 
| quent to that period should pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
|atre after passage by the New York 
| state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only on actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official. To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep- 
ancies. 








End of Picketing? 





(Continued from page 24) 


Court of Appeals in the case of the 
J. H. & S. Theatres Corp., against 
Brooklyn stage hands (No, 4), 
which is being studied for its pos- 
sible value in forcing a fight against 
cross-picketing. In this decision, 
Justice O’Brien of the N.Y. Court 
of Appeals, concurred, while in the 
picketing case in June he dissented. 
Of the seven justices in the state’s 
highest court, Justice O’Brien was 
the lone jurist dissenting in the 
case which okayed cross-picketing. 
Last week’s case gives the Brook- 
lyn stage hands a right to picket 
the Sumner, State and Kismet, 
Brooklyn, which employs Empire 
operators. A year and a half ago, 
when the 306 contract expired, this 
trio of houses went Empire, 306 
immediately started to picket. The- 
atres got an injunction against 306 
on grounds of violence. 

Since the theatres played vaude, 
the stage hands’ union started to 
picket and were also stopped, the 
Court’ of Appeals decision revers- 
ing injunctions of the lower courts. 
Union standard-bearers in front 
of all houses, big and small, at first 
caused grosses to drop as high as 
40% due to public fear of bomb- 
ings, etc., but since then with no 
recent violence, the pain for the 
box office has fallen away down. 
Chains and independents which 
have stood by stolidly without gir- 
ding for battle in 306’s favor, have 
hoped all along that one side or 
the other would lose out by now. 
Though effect of picketing is not 
so grave as it was, it will continue. 
306 is using its~ operators, their 
wives and mothers, who are not 
paid for parading up and down, 
while Empire has hired pickets at 
$1 a day. 

An examination before trial is 
now being conducted in New York 
in the suit of the 306 operators’ 
union against all major and most 
independent distributors, alleging a 
conspiracy exists to deprive Sam 
Kaplan from obtaining film for the 
theatres that are being operated 
against exhibitors refusing to hire 
306 men. 

Among those examined so far 
are Jack Springer, Sam Cocalis and 
Morris Kutinsky, exhibitors; 
Charlie O’Reilly, head of the T.O.- 
c.c., and Louis Nizer, secretary of 
the New York Film Board of Trade. 


Battalion of attorneys include 
Gabe Hess, Nathan Burkan; 
O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll; 


Nizer and Joseph Tepperson. Last 
mentioned is counsel for the Em- 
pire operators. 

The Kaplan union expects that its 
suit will reach open court within 
two weeks and be completed. by 
Christmas. In addition to asking 
for an injunction against all dis- 
tributors, 306 wants $200,000 in 
damages. 

Shortly after 306 went after the 
Springer-Cocalis chain in Greater 
New York, it started giving free 
shows on open. lots near the S-C 
theatres. Three such outdoor places 
in Brooklyn and three in the 
Bronx, as well as three theatres, 
with admission charged. Latter 
are continuing. 

Film is mostly foreign product. 











Strange Love of Molly Louvain. Drama of misplaced love. Ann Dvorak, 
Lee Tracy. Dir. Michael Curtiz, Time, 74 mins. Rel, May 28. Rev, 
May 10. 

Tenderfoot. Joe Brown in chaps as a theatrical promoter. Dir. Ray Enright, 


Time, 70 mins. Rel, June 18. Rev. May 24. 


They Cali It Sin. Kansas girl breaks into N. Y. show life. Loretta Young, 


Geo. Brent, David Manners. Dir. Thornton Freeland. Time, 68 mins, 
Rel. Nov. 5. Rev. Oct. 25. 


Three on a Match. Three schoolgirls have adventures. Joan Biondell, 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, pate, Davis. Dir. Mervin Le Roy. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 29. Rev. Nov. 1 


Tiger Shark. Life and tragedy with the tuna fishers. Edw. G. Robinson, 
Zita apem, Rich. Arlen. Dir. Howard Hawks. Rel. Sept. 24. Rev, 
Sept. 27 


War- 
Time, 63 


Edw. G. Robinson. Dir, 
Rev. May 24. 


Comedy drama of wives who work. Loretta Young, 
Dir. Thornton Freeland, Time, 66 mins. Rel. July 9, 


Drama of murder for self respect. 
June 4. 


Two Seconds. ; 
Mervyn Le Roy.Time, 68 mins. Rel. 


Week End Marriage. 
Norman Foster. 
Rev. June 7. 

You Said a Mouthful. 

Rogers. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 
Hollywood, Cal. Fox 


Romantic drama from a stage play, 
Dir. Frank Borzage. 


Joe Brown swims to Catalina. Joe E. Brown, Ginger 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 29. Rev. Nov. 22, 


Offices: 850 Tenth Ave., 
New York, NY, 


with Charles Farrell, 
Time, 78 mins. Rel, 


After Tomorrow. 
Mina Gombell, Marian Nixon. 
Mar. 13. Rev. Mar. 8. 


Almost Married. Violet Hem- 


Time, 62 


Mystery drama of a musician and his bride. 
ming, Ralph Ballamy, Alex. Kirkland. Dir. Wm. Menzies. 
mins. Rel, July 17. Rev. July 26. 


Amateur Daddy... Romantic drama of a bachelor who adopts a family. War- 
ner Baxter, Marian Nixon. Dir. John Blystone, Time, 71 mins. Rel, 
Apr. 10. Rev. 


Bachelor’s Affairs. Comedy of mismated marriage. Adolph Menjou, Marian 
Marsh. Dir. Alfred Werker, Time, 64 mins, Rel. June 26. Rev. June 28, 


Business and Pleasure. Will Rogers as a razor blade king in the Orient, 
With Jetta Goudal. Dir. David Butler. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Mar. 
Rev. Feb. 16. 


Careless Lady. An ugly duckling who goes to Paris and changes. 
nett and John Boles. Dir. K. McKenna. Time, 67 mins. Rel. 
Rev. Apr. 19. 


Chandu the Magician. Dramatized radio broadcast. Edmund Lowe, Bela 
Lugosi, Irene Ware. Dir. Marcel Varnel, Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 18, 
tev, Oct. 4, . 


Joan Ben- 
Apr. 3. 


Cheaters at Play. Adventure afloat and a jewel robbery. 
Charlotte Greenwood for comedy. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 
mins. Rel. Feb. 14. Rev. Mar. 1. 


Devii’s Lottery. What happened to the sweepstakes winners. Elissa Landi, 
stage star; Alex Kirkland, Victor McLaglen. Dir. Sam Taylor. Time, 76 
mins. Rel. Mar. 27. Rev. Apr. 5. 


Disorderly Conduct. The cop and the ; 
Brendel, Sally Eilers, Dir. John Considine. 
20. Rev. Apr. 12. 


Tom Meighan with 
Time, 57 


gang. Comedy drama. Lee Tracy, El 
Time, 81 mins. Rel. Mar, 


First Year, The. Domestic drama from a stage play. Janet Gaynor, Chas, 
Farrell. Dir. William K. Howard. Time, mins. Rel. July 31. Rev, 
Aug. 23. : 

Gay Caballero, The. Outdoor drama in the west. From a fiction story. Geo, 


O’Brien, Conchita Montenegro, Vic. McLaglen. Dir. Alfred Werker. 


Time, 60 mins. Rel, Feb. 28. Rev. Mar. 29. 

Hat Check Girl. Murder and mystery in a nite club. Sally Eilers, Ben Lyon, 
Ginger Rogers. Dir, Sidney Landfield. Time, 63 mins, Rel. Sept. 26. 
Rev. Oct. 11 
Man About Town. 
Baxter, Karen Morley 
tev. 
Mystery Ranch. 
Geo. O'Brien. Dir. 


July 5. 
Painted Woman. 
Shannon. Dir. 
Passport to Hell, A. 
Warner Oland, 


Drama from a current novel on Washington life. Warner 
Dir. J. F. Dillon. Time, 71 mins. Rel. May 22, 


From Stewart Edward White's ‘The Killer.’ 
David Howard. 


Western locale, 
~Time, 54 mins. Rel, June 12. Rev, 


Drama of the East Indies, with Spencer Tracy and Pegey 
John Blystone. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 6. 


Drama of African jungle. Elissa Landi, Alex. Kirkland, 
Dir. Frank Lloyd. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Rackety Rax. Football satire. Victor McLaglen, Greta Nissen. Dir. 
Werker. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 8. 


Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. (Mary Pickford’s silent hit.) 


Alfred 


Marian Nixon, 


Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Al Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 3 Rev. 
Aug. 2. 

Sherlock Holmes. The Conan Doyle story with a new gangster twist. Clive 
Brook, Miriam Jordan, Ernest Torrence. Dir. W. K, Howard. Time, 


68 mins. Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 15, 

She Wanted a Millionaire. Romantic drama of a bathing beauty. 

Bett, Lee Tracy, Una Merkel, Dir. John Blystone. 

Feb. 21. Rev. Feb. 23. 

Silent Witness, The. Lionel Atwill in his stage hit. 
Raven. Dir. Varnel and Hough. Time, 

eb. 9. 

Six Hours to Live. Murdered diplomat is revived to avenge his murder, 

Warner Baxter, Miriam Jordan. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. Time, 78 mins, 

Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 25. 

Sosy, Girl. A boxer and a social deb. James Dunn, 


Joan Bene 
Time, 74 mins. Rel. 


Greta 
Rev. 


Mystery story. 
73 mins. Rel. Feb. 7. 


Peggy Shannon, Lee 


racy. Dir. Sid. Lanfield. Time, 74 mins. Rel. May 29. Rev. June 14 
Tess “s the Storm Country. Talk version of an old silent. Janet Gaynor, 


Chas. Farrell. Dir. Al. 
Nov. 22. 
Trial of Vivienne Ware. 


Santell. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. 


Courtroom mystery story. Joan Bennett, Allen Dine- 


pert. Dir. William K. Howard. Time, 56 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. 

ay 3. 

Week Ends Only. Romance of a girl entertainer and a young artist. Joan 
Bennett, Ben Lyon, Dir. Alf. Santell. Time, 81 mins. Rel. June 10, 
Rev, July 21. 

While Paris Sleeps. Thrill drama, Dir. Alan Dwan. ‘Time, 


Victor McLaglen. 
May 8 Rev. July 14. 
Drama of wifely sacrifice. 


67 mins. Rel. 


Woman in Room 13. Elissa Landi, Ralph FRellamy, 


ple Loy. Dir. Henry King. Time, 67 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev, 

May 24. 

Young America. A story of a virile boy who got a bad name, Spencer Tracy, 
Ralph Bellamy, Beryl Mercer, Doris Kenyon. Dir. Frank Borzage. 


Time, 71 mins. Rel. Apr. 17. Rev. May 10. 


M4 Office: Paramount Bidg., 
Freuler Associates pen ee Ree 
Fighting Gentleman, The. A fighter who goes to the top and back Sgein. 
Wm. Collier, Jr., Josephine Dunn, Pat O’Malley. Dir. Burton King 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 7. Rev. Nov. 15. 
Murder at Dawn. A crazy inventor menace story with surprises 
hall, Josephine Dunn. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 
22. tev. April 5 
Scarlet Brand, The. Bob Custer is branded by rustlers and avenges the in- 
jury. Dir. J. P. McGowan. Rel. May 7. Rev. Aug. 9. 
Tangled Fortunes. Buzz Barton restores a gold mine to its’rightful owner. 
Dir. J. P. McGowan. Time. 60 mins. Rel. March 22. 


Jack Mule 
Time, 61 mins. Rel. Feb. 


Studios: 4376 Sunset Drive, ; 
Hollywood, Cal. Mayfair 
Alias Mary Smith. Events follow a chance meeting. 
Darrow, Gwen Lee, Ray Hatton. 
Rel. July 15. Rev. Aug. 30. 
Dynamite Denny. Railroad drama of how a strike 


Offices: 1600 Broadway, 

New York, N. Y. 
Semi-detective. John 
Dir. E. Mason Hopper. Time, 61 mins. 


situation was met. Jay 


Wilson, Blanche Mehaffey. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 62 mins Rel. 
May 27. Rey. Sept. 20. 
Gorilla Ship, The. Jealousy on the high seas. Ralph Ince, Vera Reynolds. 


Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 11. Rev. Aug. 2. 
Honor of the Press, The. Crook-newspaper story. E. J. Nugent, Rita Le 
Roy, Wheeler Oakman. Dir. Breezy Eason. Time, 66 mins. Rel. May 
15. Rev. 
Love in High Gear. Comedy drama of stolen pearls. Harrison Ford, Alberta 
Vaughn, Ethei Wales. Dir. Frank Strayer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. May 1}. 
Midnight Morals. Love in the nigh clubs with a rookie cop. De Will Jen- 


nings, Chas. Delaney, Alberta Vaughn, Berly Mercer. Dir. FE. Mason 
Hopper. Time, 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 

No Living Witness. Novelty crime story. Gilbert Roland, Noah Beer BS re 
bara Kent. Dir. EF. Mason Hopper. Time, 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. 
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Lloyd Whitlock, 


Mystery in a deserted desert home. 
Time, 59 


Tangied Destinies. 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 


Doris Hill, Glen Tryon, Vera Reynolds. 
mins, Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 26. 
Temptation’s Workshop. Society-Wall St. drama. Tyrell Davis, Helen Foster, 

John Ince. Dir. Geo. Seits. Time, 61 mins. el. June 20. 
Trapped in Tia Juana. Army life on the Mex. border. Edwina Booth, Duncan 
Renaldo. Dir. Wallace W. Fox. Time, 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. 


Widow in Scarlet, The. Society crook melodrama. Dorothy Revier, Kenneth 


Harlan, Glen Tryon. Dir. Geo. Sietz. Time, 61 mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. 
Aug. 2. 
tos: Culver City, : 

Studio Cult, Metro Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


New York, N, Y. 


Wm. 
76 mins. Rel. 


Haines, Madge 


Are You Listening? Drama in the broadcasting studio. 
Mar. 


Evans, Anita Page. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 
26. Rev. 

Arsene Lupin. 
Karen Morley. 
Mar, 1 

As You Desire Me_ A girl who loses her identity but finds happiness. Greta 
Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Erich von Stroheim. Dir. G. Fitzmaurice. Time, 
71 mins. Rel. May 28. Rev. July 7. 

Beast of the City, The. Gang rule story. 
Chas. Branin. Time, 90 mins. Rel. 

Biondie of the Follies. Self explanatory title. 
veg’ Billy Dove. Dir. E. Goulding. Time, 91 mins. Rel. 

. Sept. 13. 
But F Flesh is Weak. Comedy drama of today. Robt. Montgomery. Dir. 
Conway. Time, 81 mins. Rel. Apr. 9. Rev. Apr. 19. 

Divorce in the Family. Jackie Cooper Saves the family happiness. Jackie 
Cooper, Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone, Lois Wilson. Dir. Chas. F. Riesner. 
Time, 78 mins. Rel. Aug. 27. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Downstairs. Life below stairs in a titled family. John Gilbert, Virginia 
Brute, aes Lukas. Dir. Monta Bell. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. 
Rev. Oct. 

Faithless. orl = learns the lesson of the depression. Tallulah Bankhead, 
Robt. Montgomery. Dir. Barry Beaumont. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Freaks. Weird story of circus life. Wallace Ford, Giga, Be “-; mle Dir. Tod 
Browning. Time, 64 mins. Rel, Feb. 20. Rev ly 

Huddle. Football story with some good comedy. sown “Novarro, Madge 
Evans, Una Merkel. Dir. 8. Wood. Time, 134 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 
June 21. 

Kongo. Remake of the silent of the same title. 
Walter Huston, Lupe Velez, Conrad Nagel, Virginia Bruce. Dir. Wm. 
Cowen. Time, 86 mins. Rel, Oct, 1. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Letty Lynton. A girl who killed her past with her suitor. 


John and Lionel Barrymore, 
Mar. 6. Rev. 


Based on the detective stories. 
Dir, Jack Conway. Time, 96 mins. Rel. 


Walter Huston, Jean Harlow. Dir. 
Feb. 18, Rev. Mar. 15. 


Marion Davies, Robt. Mont- 
Aug. 13. 


Sorcery in central Africa. 


Joan Crawford, 


Nils Asther, Robt. Montgomery. Dir. ‘Chris Brown. Time, 85 mins. 
Rel, May 7. Rev. May 3. 

New Morals for Old. Old standards fight against the new. Robt. Young, 
Margaret Perry, Lewis Stone, Laura H. Crews. Dir. Chas. Brabin. 
Time, 77 mins. Rel. June 4. Rev. June 28. 

Night Court. Drama of a crooked judge. Walter Huston, Phillips jiotnee, 
Anita Page. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Rel. Apr. 23. Rev. May 31. 


Pack ue Your Troubles. 

bo Marshall and Raymond Carey. 
ct 

Passionate Plumber, The. New version of ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ Buster 
Keaton, Jimmy Durante, Polly Moran. Dir. Ed. Sedgwich. Time, 76 
mins. Rel. Feb. 6. Rev. Mar. 15. 

Payment Deferred. Murder story from the play of that title with Chas. 
Laughton in his original role, Maureen O'Sullivan, Dorothy Peterson. 
Dir. Lothar Mendez. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 8. ev. Nov. 15, 


Polly of the Circus. Dialog version of a stage and silent. Marion Davies, 
ie Gable. Dir. Al Santell. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Feb. 27. Rev. Mar. 


Laurel and maréy. full length military comety. Dir. 
ime, 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1 Rev. 


Jean Harlow and Clark Gable as a new team in a story of Indo- 
Dir. Victor Fleming. ‘Time, 83 mins, Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 8, 
Vivid comedy drama. Jean Harlow, Chester Morris, 
Time, 83 mins. Rel. June 25, Rev. 


Red td 
China. 

Red Headed Woman. 
Lewis Stone. Dir. Jack Conway. 
July 5 

Skyscraper Souls. Drama. Warren William, Maureen O'Sullivan, Anita Page. 
Dir. Edgar Selwyn. Time, 100 mins. Rel. July 16. Rev. Aug. 

Smilin’ Through. Remake of the Norma Talmadge silent and Jane Cowl play. 
Norma Shearer, Leslie Howard, O. P. Heggie. Dir. Sidney Franklin. 
Time, 96 mins. Rel, Sept. 18. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Speak Easily. Slapstick comedy. Buster Keaton, Jimmy Durante. 
Sedgwick. Time, 78 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. Aug. 23 

Strange Interlude. The famous O’Neill play. Norma Shearer, Clark Gable. 
Dir. Robert Z. Leonard, Time, 110 mins. Not yet released. Rev. Sept. 6. 

Tarzan the Ape Man. New Tarzan adaptation. Johnny Weissmuller, Mau- 
reen O'Sullivan. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. Time, 100 mins. Rel. Apr. 2. 
Rev. Mar. 29. 

Wnashamed. Modern problem story. Helen Twelvetrees, Robt. Young, Lewis 


Dir. Ed. 


Stone. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Time, 77 mins. Rel., July 2. Rev. 
July 19. , 

Washington Masquerade. Political satire. Lionel Barrymore, Karen Morley, 
Nils Asther. Dir. Chas. Brabin. Time, 91 mins. Rei. July 8. Rev. 


July 26. 

Wet Parade, The. Enforcement problem. Dorothy Jordan, Walter Huston, 
Myrna Loy. Dir. Victor Fleming. Time, 120 mins, Rel. Apr. 16. Rev. 
Apr. 26. 


Tailor-made for the stars. 


When a Feller Needs a Friend. Chic Sale, Jackie 


Cooper. Dir. Harry Pollard. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Apr. 30 
Studio: 6048 Sunset Bivd. Office: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. Monogram New York, N. Y. 


Arm of the Law, The. Newspaper mystery story. Rex Bell, Lina Basquette, 


— Day. Dir. Louis King. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Apr. 20. Rev. 

uly 7. 

cune Fair. Racing romance with a carnival background. Ralph Ince, Ho- 
art Bosworth, Marion Shilling, Wm. Collier, Jr. Dir. Louis King. Time, 


: 71 mins. Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. May 31. (Chadwick.) 
Fiames. Fire story. John Mack Brown, Noel Francis, Marjorie Beebe. Dir. 
Karl Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Aug. 30. (Chadwick.) 
From Broadway to Cheyenne N. Y. gangster meets the shooting West. Rex 
Bel. persone Day. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 
ev. pt. 27 


Girl from Calgary, The. Girl cowboy comes east to stage triumphs. Fifi 
D'Orsay, Paul Kelly. Dir. Phil Whitman, Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 24. 
Rev. Nov. 22. 

Galloping Thru. Western drama. Tom Tyler. Dir. Lioyd Nosler. Time, 58 
mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Mar. 8. 

Giri from Calgary, The. From Curwood’s The Wolf Hunters. Fifi D’Orsay. 
Dir. Phil Whitman. Time, .. mins. Rel. Sept. 7. (Chadwick.) 


Honor of the Mounted, The. 


Northwestern M. P. story. Tom Tyler. Dir. 
Harry Frazer. Time, 60 mins. x 


Rel. June 20. Rev. Oct. 4 


Kiondike. Physician who fails in a major operation makes a comeback. Frank 
Hawks, Thelma Todd, H. B. Walthall. Dir. Lyle Talbot. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel. Aug. 30. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Law of the North, The. Western. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford, Dir. Harry 
Frazer. Time, 55 mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Man from New Mexico. Vengeance on the range. Tom Tyler. Dir. J. P. 
McGowan. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. Aug. 30. 

Mason of the Mounted. Northwest police story. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford, 
Nancy Drexel. Dir. Harry Frazer. Time, 58 mins, Rel. May 15. Rev. 
Sept. 6 

Midnight Patrol, The. Newspaper story with odd slant. Regis Toomey, Ed- 


wina Booth, Mary Nolan, Earle Foxe, Betty Bronson. Dir. Christy 
Cabanne. Time, 60 mins. Rel. Apr. 10. Rev. May 10. 

Single Handed Sanders. A western blacksmith with a punch. Tom Tyler. 
I Chas. A. Post. Time, 50 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Apr. 19. (Trem 
Carr.) 

Texas Pioneers 


Texas when it had Indians. Bill Cody, Andy Shuford, Dir. 
Harry Frazer. . 


Time, 58 mins. Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. July 14 

Thirteenth Guest, The. Mystery play by author of ‘Scarface,’ Ginger Rogers, 
Lyle Talbot, J. Farrell McDonald. Dir. Alfred Ray. Time, 65 mins. 
Rel, Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 6. (Chadwick.) 

Vanishing Men, Western. Tom Tyler. Dir. 
Rel. Apr. 15. No rev. 

Western Limited, The. Mystery aboard a transcontinental train. 
Taylor, Edmund Burns, Gertrude Astor, Crauford Kent. Dir. 
Cabanne. Time, mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rey. Oct. 19. 


Studios: 5851 Marathon St., 
Hollywood, Calif. Paramount 


Aren't We All? Cyril Maude’s stage success. 
ish made. Gertrude Lawrence. Time, 
July 6. 

Big Broadcast, The. Broadcasting story with many air stars. Stuart Erwin, 
Bing Crosby, Leila Hyams. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 80 mins. Rel. 
Oct. Rev. Oct. 18. 

Blonde Venus. Story of a stage woman’s efforts to retain her child. Marlene 
Dietrich, Herbert Marshall, Dickey Moore. Dir. Jos. Von Sternberg 
Time, 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Sept. 37. 


Harry Frazer. Time, 62 mins. 


Estelle 
Christy 


Offices: 1501 Broadway, 


New York, N. Y. 


English comedy drama. Brit- 
68 mins. fel. in June. Rev. 


| 


Broken Lullaby. Post-war story with German locale. Lionel Barrymore, 
Nancy Carroll, Phillips Holmes, Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 77 mins 
Rel. Feb. 26. Rev. Jan. 26. 

Broken Wing. Drama in Mexican locale. Leo Carillo, Lupe Velez. Dir. Lik “ 
Corrigan. Time, 71 mins. Rel. Mar. 25. Rev. Mar. 29. 

Dancers in the Dark. Drama of the night clubs. Miriam Hopkins, Jack 
Oakie. Dir. Dave Burton. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Mar. 11. 

Devil and the Deep. Jealousy in a submerged submarine. Tallulah Bankhead, 
Gary Cooper, Chas. Laughton. Dir. Marion Gehring. Time, 72 mins 
Rel. Aug. 12. Rev. Aug. 23. 

Evenings for Sale. Viennese nobleman becomes a gigolo. Herbert Marshall, 
Sari Maritza, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stuart Walker. Time, 61 mins. Rel 
Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 15. 

Forgotten Commandments. Soviet story with the Egyptian episode from ‘Ten 
Commandments.’ Gene Raymond, Sari Maritza. Dir. Gasnier-Schorr. 
Time, 75 mins. Rev. June 7. 

Guiity as Hell. Murder mystery with Quirt and Flagg comedy angle. Edmund 
Lowe, Victor McLagilen, Richard Arlen. Dir. Erle Kenton. Time, 82 
mins. Rel. Aug. 5. Rev. Aug. 9. 

Horse Feathers. Marx Brothers go collegiate. Dir. Norman McLeod. Time, 
70 mins. Rel. Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 16. 

Hot Saturday. Gossip in a small town. Nancy Carroll. Dir. W. Seiter. Time, 
72 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. Nov. 8. 


Sentimental story of a cheap pugilist. Geo. Bancroft, Wynne 
Time, 84 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 19. 


Corinne Griffith, Colin Clive. Time, 59 mins 


Lady and Gent. 
Gibson. Dir. Roberts. 


Lily Christine. British made. 
Rel. July. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Love Me Tonight. Chevalier as a tailor in masquerade. Jeanette MacDonald, 
Chas. Ruggles, Chas. Butterworth, _Merna Loy. Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 
Time, 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 26. Rev. Aug. 23. 


Madame Racketeer. Comedy of a middle-aged woman swindler. Alison Skip- 
worth, Richard Bennett, Geo. Raft. Dir. Hall and Gribble. Time, 68 
mins. Rel. July 22. Rev. July 26. 


Madison Square. Sporting story. Jack Oakie, Marian Nixon, Thos. Meighan. 
Dir. Harry J. Brown. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 18. 


Make Mea Star Dialog version of Merton of the Movies. Stuart Erwin, Joan 
Blondell, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. Time, 86 mins. Rel. July 1. 
Rev. July 5. 


Man from Yesterday. 
Clive Brook. Dir. 
Rev. June 28. 


sta We Go to Hell. From a stage comedy drama. Sylvia Sidney, Fred'k 
arch, Dir. Dorothy Arzner. Time, 82 mins. Rev. June 14. 


Million Dollar Legs. Satire on mythical South American republic. Jack Oakie, 
W. C. Fields, Andy Clyde, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Ed. Cline. Time, 71 mins. 
Rel. July 8 Rev. July 1 


Miracle Man, Dialog version of an old success. 
werth, Chester Morris. Dir. Norman McLeod. 
Apr. 1. Rev. Apr. 26. 

one Lady. Comedy drama of a girl who sought a ‘past.’ 

bert, imund Lowe, Stuart Erwin. Dir. Stuart Walker. 

Rel. Apr. 15. Rev. Apr. 12. 

Movie Crazy. Harold Lloyd breaks into pictures. Constance Cummings. Dir. 
Clarence Bruchman. Time, 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

Night After Night. Humor in the night clubs. Mae West, Geo. Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Seen, Skipworth. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 70 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 14. Rev. Nov. 

Night of June 13, The. The a react to a murder suspicion. Clive 
Brook, Lila Lee, Chas. Ruggles. Dir. Stephen Roberts. Time, 76 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 20. 

One Hour with You. Sprightly French farce. Maurice Chevalier, Jeanette 
MacDonald, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 mins. 
Rel. Mar. 25. Rev. Mar. 29. 

Phantom President. Political stor 
me Durante, Claudette 

Cc 

Reserved for Ladies. 

Leslie Howard, Benita Hume, 


Claudette Colbert, 


Drama of a shell-shocked soldier. 
June 24, 


Berthold Viertel. Time, 71 mins. Rel, 


Sylvia Sidney, Hobart Bos- 
Time, 89 mins. Rel. 


Claudette 
Time, 76 
po a 


of a presidential double. sects M. Ne 
olbert. Time, 77 mins. Rel ct. 7% Rev. 


‘Grand Duchess and the Waiter.’ 


Dialog version of 
Time, 71 mins. Rel. 


Dir. Alex. Korda. 


May 20. Rev. May 24, 

70,000 -Witnesses. Murder on the football field. Phillips Holmes, Dorothy 
Jordan, Chas. Ruggles, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew Cody. Dir. Ralph 
Murphy. Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Sept. 6. 

Shanghal Express. Colorful oriental drama. Marlene Dietrich, Clive Brook, 
Anna 


y Or Dir. Josef Von Sternberg. Time, 84 mins. Rel. Feb. 

12. Rav. Feb. 23. 

Sinners in the Sun. Comedy drama of youth. Carole Lombard, Chester Mor- 
ris. Dir. Hall. Time, 69 mins. Rel. May 13. Rev. May 17. 

Sky Brides. Carnival-aviation comedy drama. Rich. Arlen, Jack Oakie. Dir. 
Roberts. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Apr. 29. Rev. Apr. 26 

Strange Case of Clara Deane. Court room drama. Wynne Gibson, Pat 
‘be Frances Dee. Dir. Gasnier-Marcin. Time, 78 mins. Rel. May 
. Rev. 

Strangers in Love. Society drama. Fred’'k March, Kay Francis, Stuart Er- 
win. Dir. Lothar Mendez. Time, 70 mins. Rel. Mar. 4. Rev. Mar. 8, 

This Is the Night. Snappy French farce. Lily Damita, Chas. Ruggles, Thelma 
Todd, Roland Young. Dir. Frank Tuttle. Time, 79 mins. Rel. Apr. 8. 
Rev. Apr. 19. 

Thunder Below. 
Dir. Rich. Wallace. 


Drama. Tallulah Bankhead. Chas. Bickford, Paul Lucas. 
Time, 71 mins. Rel. June 17. Rev. June 21. 


Tomorrow and Tomorrow Done from a stage play. Triangle theme. Ruth 
Chatterton, Paul Lukas, Robt. Ames. Dir. Rich. Wallace. Time, 80 
mins, Rel. Feb. 5. Rev. Feb. 2. 


Cheating cheaters in Paris and Venice. Miriam Hop- 


Trouble in Paradise. 
Ernst Lubitsch. Time, 81 


kins, Kay Francis, Herbert Marshall. Dir. 


mins. Rel. Oct. 21. Rev. Nov. 15. 
Vanishing Frontier. Western drama. John Mack Brown, Evalyn Knapp, 
Zasu Pitts. Dir. Phil Rosen. Time, 65 mins. Rel. July 29. Rev. Sept. 20. 


Wayward. Actress who marries into a snobbish family. Nancy Carroll, 
Rich, Arlen. Dir. Edw. Sloman. Time, 72 mins. Rev. Feb. 16. 


Wiser Sex, The. Society play. Claudette Colbert, Melvyn Douglas, Lilyan 
15. 


Tashman. Dir. Berthold Viertel. Time, 72 mins. Rey. Mar. 

World and the Fiesh, The. Russian locale. Drama. Geo. Bancroft, Miriam 
Hopkins, Dir. John Cromwell. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Apr. 22. Rev. 
May 10. 

Offices: 723 Seventh Ave., 
Powers New York, N. Y. 
Carmen. Pictured opera. Marguerite McNamara, Tom Burke, Lance Fairfax. 


Dir. Cecil Lewis. Time, 56 mins. Rel. May 15. 


Drifting. Woman lawyer successfully defeats a blackmail attempt. Lois Wil- 
son, Theo. Von Hits, Raymond Hatton. Dir. R. Schlank. Time, 64 mins. 
Rel. July 3. Rev. Aug. 2 


Fascination. Society triangle. Madeline Carroll. Carl Harbord, Kay Ham- 


+ Dir. Miles Mander. ‘Time, 61 mins. Rel. Apr. 1. Rev. July 28, 
Flying Fool, The. Air drama. Harry Kendall, Benita Hume. Dir. Walter 
Summers. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Oct. 20, 1931. 


Suspense drama. 
Harry Hughes. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Feb 


Her Radio Romeo. Radio comedy. Gene Gerrard, Jessie Matthews. Dir. 
Gene Gerrard. Time, 70 mins. Rel. July 15. 


Her Strange Desire. Scandal in high life. Laurence Olivier, Nora Swinburne. 
Dir. Maurice Elvey. Time, 59 mins. Rel. July 1 


My Wife’s Family. In-law troubles. Gene Gerrard, Muriel 


Gables Mystery, The. Lester Hatthows, Anne Grey. Dir. 


Angelus. Dir. 


Monty Banks. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Apr. 15. Rev. Mar. 15. 
Limping Man, The. Mystery story. Franklin Dyall, Margot Grahame. Di 
John Orton, Time, 57 mins.” Rel. June 15. 1ame. Dir. 


Shadow Between, The. Dir. Norman Walker. 


Time, 68 mins. 


Society grams. Godfrey Tearle. 


Rel. May 1 


Skin Game. From a Galsworthy play of a family feud. Edmund Gewnn, Phyl- 
lis Konstam. Dir. Alf. Hitchcock. Time, 68 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. 
June 30, 1921. 

Woman Decides, The. From a stage play of Labor vs. Capital. Adrienne 
Allen, Owen Nare. Dir. Miles Mander. Time, 68 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

. 2 Offices: 11 West 42d St., 
Principal New York, N. Y. 

Blame the Woman. British made with Adolphe Menjou and Claude pris ster 

as @ pair of crooks. Dir. Fred Niblo. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 


Cockeyed Animal World. Curious Australian animals. Time, 33 ong Rel. 


June 1. 
Dangers of the Arctic. 
Rel. May 15. 


Valley of 10,000 smokes, in Alaska. Time, 34 mins. 


Fangs of Death Valley. Reptile study. Time, 20 mins. Rel. June 15. 





Get That Lion. Mountain lions captured by lasso. Time, 30 mins. Rel 
May 15. | 
Holiywoes. Unusual survey of the film capital. Time, 20 mins. Rel. July 1. | 
Rev. Oct. 4. | 3 
Islands of Peril. Dramatized travelogue of the Faroe Islands. Time, 30 mins 
Rel. May 1. 


(Continued om page 31) 
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“LOEWS ALLEN 
CLEVELAND, 
CLOSING 


Cleveland, Nay. 28. 
Loew's 3,000- 
seated downtown Allen Dec. 2 to get 
its financial problems threshed out. 
Report is that Loew's, which op- 
erates the Allen as an independent 
corporation, wanted owner of build- 
ing to cut the rent before signing 
a new lease. 


will close its ace 


House stagehands and 
picture operators were given two 
weeks’ notice, and when landlord 
refused to come to an agreement, 
orders were issued. 

Belief prevails the close-down is 
a strategic move, also a part of 
Loew's pre-Christmas new economy 
policy. 

Darkening of Allen, which has 
been doing good biz with ‘Prosper- 
ity (M-G-M) holding over for sec- 
ond week, is causing a reorganiza- 
tion of entire Loew chain. 

Ace pictures that have been going 
into Allen will be shifted to State, 
vaude-pic house, closest competitor 
to RKO’s Palace. State’s film book- 
ings to be spotted in Stillman. 
Loew's Mall, downtown grind, will 
adopt a first-run policy to take care 
of Stillman’s former product. 

RKO-Hipp is another downtowner 
folding here for the two weeks pre- 
vious to Christmas, effective Dec. 9, 
with its films transferred to the 
Palace. With two less houses in 
town, most of the keenest competi- 
tion over the holidays will be be- 
tween the Palace and Loew’s State. 
It will leave the Loew chain in 
Cleveland with only five straight 
pic theatres, one film-vaude spot 
and one legit theatre, the Ohio, 
which is now dark. 


ALLIED LOOKS 
OUT OF CONTROL 





Dallas, Nov. 28. 
First indication that Allied’s 


membership was not in back of its 
leaders was recorded at the Texas 
Allied convention last week, 


Members vetoed Col. Harry Cole's 
stand against flexible admissions. 


Exhib Wants Money Back 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Earl Sinks, operator of the Iris, 
Hollywood boulevard grind, has 
filed suit in Municipal court against 
the Main Holding Co., owner of the 
theatre building, for return of 
$1,791. 

Claims that he gave the money, 
a month’s rental, to bind a deal for 
a new five-year lease on the house, 
starting June, 1934, which the com- 
pany failed to sign. 








UNION BOOKS SEIZED 


Tom Maloy Gets Them Back in 
Three Days 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

That favorite indoor sport known 
as ‘grabbing the books’ was revived 
last week at local of the Motion 
Picture Operators’ Union. Union 
records were in the custody of a 
United States marshall for three 
days but were returned when Fed- 
eral Judge Wilkerson ruled that it 
was a palpable illegal crime. 

Union books have been nabbed 
on writs several times in the past. 
Present instance was a _ periodic 
eruption of the Oser-Britz-New- 


comb clique within the _ union, 
which is opposed to Tom Maloy’s 
caliphate. They have been trying 


to prove Maloy guilty of ‘favoritism’ 
between regular members and per- 


| mit men for some time. 


At a mass meeting of union mem- 


bers 486 operators signed a written 
endorsement of the present 
last 


regime 
Wednesday. 


Frazer in R. E. Dept 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Joe Frazer, formerly with Pub- 
houses in San Francisco, has 


| joined I’-WC reali estate dept. here, 
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Many M-G-M exhibitors, recog- 
nizing the value of capitalizing 
their M-G-M contract, are using 
these advertising mats. For the 
convenience of all our customers 
we have prepared a folder (shown 
soto mace | above) reproducing this campaign 
= wcernue == © aNd demonstrating its use. Ask 

your M-G-M Branch for it. The 
mats are free to all M-G-M exhibitors! 


We are delighted to announce that we heve 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





(Continued from page 29) 


Virgins of Bali. island of Ball. 
Sept. 15. 
Wings Over the Andes. 


Rel. June 1. 


Travelogue of the Time, 43 mins. Rel. 


Plane views of the Andean volcanos. Time, 31 mins. 


R.K.O. Pathe 


The racket moves West. Tom Keene. 
Time, 54 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. Sept. 20. 

Come On, Danger. Western. Tom Keene, J. Hayden, Roscoe Ates. 
Hill. Time, 54 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. 

Ghost Valley. Tom Keene is hired to impersonate himself. Dir. 
Time, 54 mins. Rel. May 13. Rev. Aug. 30. 


Office: 1560 Broadway, 


New York, N. Y. 
Dir. Fred Allen. 


Studios: Hollywood, 
Calif. 

Beyond the Rockies. 

Dir. Robt. 


Fred Allen. 


Westward Passage. Love straightens’ out aboard ship. Ann Harding, Irving 
Pichel, Dir. R. Milton. Time, 73 mins, Rel. June 10. Rev. June 7. 
What Price Hollywood. Hollywood lowdown.’ Constance Bennett, Lowell 


June 24. Rev. July 19. 


Sherman, 


Dir. Geo. Cukor. tel, 
Offices: 1560 Broadway, 


R.K.O. Radio New York, N. Y. 


Love and trouble for a co-ed. Dorothy Wilson, Rich 
Gregory La Cava. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 5. 


Studios: Hollywood. 4 
Cali 

Age of Consent, The. 

ard Cromwell. Dir. 

Rev. Sept. 6. 

Bill of Divorcement, A. By Clemence Dane. 


Story of a shell-shocked war vet. 
Geo. Cukor. 


John Barrymore, Billie Burke, Katherine Hepburn. Dir. 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Oct, 4. 

Bird of Paradise, A. Famous stage play of the South Seas. 
Joel: MeCrea, Dir. King Vidor, Time, 82 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 13. 

Bring ’Em Back Alive. Frank Buck's animal thriller. 
Aug. 19. Rev. June 21. 

A story of American depressions and their surmounting. 
Rich. Dix, Ann Harding, Edna May Oliver. Dir. Wm. Wellman, Time, 
84 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. Rev. Nov. 22. 

Hell’s Highway. ‘The horrors of a convict camp. © Richard Dix, Tom Brown. 
Dir Row! land Brown. Time, 62 mins, Rel. Sept. 21. Rev. Sept. 27. 


Hold 'Em Jail. Wheeler and Woolsey play football on the convict eleven. 
Dir. Norman Taurog. ‘Time, 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Aug. 23. 

ls My Face Red? Columnist story. Ricardo Cortez, Helen Twelvetrees.’ Dir. 
att m. Seiter. Time, 66 mins. Rel. June 17. Rev. June 14. 


Most Dangerous Game, The. Island recluse who hunts human beings for 
. hmm Joel McCrea, Fay = vans Leslie Banks. Dir. E. Schoedsack. 


Time, 63 mins. Rel. Sept. Rev. Nov. 22. 


Phantom of Crestwood, The. Batt at-a week-end party. Ricardo Cortez, 
Katherine Morley. Dir. J. W. Ruben. Time, 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 14, 


Rev. Oct. 18. 
Roadhouse Murder, The. 


Dolores De! Rio, 
Aug. 12, Rev. 


Time, 65 mins. Rel. 


Conquerors, The. 


Newspaper reporter assumes a crime to get a story. 


Eric; Linden, Dorothy Jordan.; Dir. J. W. Ruben.; Time, 73 mins, Rel. 
May 6. Rev. May 3 
Roar of the Dragon. Chinese war story. Gwill Andre, Richard Dix. Dir. 


Wesley Ruggles. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 8. Rev. July 26. a3 
Attorne One ef the mouthpiece cycle. John Barrymore, e en 
epee ararrone. Dir. G. Archainbaud. Time, 79 mins. Rel. May 18. Rev. 
May 10. 
Strange Justice. Oddities of the criminal code. 
teginald Denny. Dir. V. C, Schertzinger. 


Lisa, The. Foreign made. way’ Forst, Trude von Molo 
TPR s Sr the Fon esivary. Time, 83 mins. Rel. 21. Rev. Sept. 15. 


- y tion. 
n. From Tiffany Thayer's story MY — power of sugges 
Thirtegn Women: Irene Dunne. Dir. G. Archainbaud.. Time, 60 mins. 


Rel. Sept. 16. Rev. Oct. 18. ; 
EF > M4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
United Artists ee NeW. 


Lillian Harvey, 
May il, Rev. 


Mae Marsh, Norman Foster, 
Time, 64 mins. Rel, Oct. 7. 


Viennese musical made in Germany. 


. The. 
Congress Dances Eric Charrell. Time, 82 mins, . Rel. 


Lil Dagover. Dir. 
May 17: 
id from Spain, The. Eddie Cantor masquerades 
es Maxico. Cantor, Lyda Roberti. Dir. Leo. McCarey. 
118 mins. Release not set. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Ma ic Night. Viennese operetta. Jack Buchanan. Dir. 
Time, 79 mins. Rel. Nov. 2. Rev. Nov. 8 
in Crusoe. Adventures in the South Seas. 
aa 4 Maria Alba. Dir. Edw. Sutherland. Time, 72 mins, | Rel, 
Sept. 27. 


Jeanne Eagles’ famous stage hit. J 
wa Gaseek, Time, 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 12. Rev. Oct. 18. 


rti > i Bellamy. Dir. 
ite Zombie, The. Haytian sorcery. Bela Lugosi, Madge ’ 
ca “victor Halperin. Time, 69 mins. Rel. July 28. Rev. Aug. 2. 


. Offices: 730 Fifth Ave., 
Universal ae vam, ¥ 


Pat O’Brien, Ralph Bellamy. 


as a bull fighter down in 
Time (roadshow), 


Herbert Wilcox. 


Douglas Fairbanks, 
Sept. 21,. Rev. 


Rain Joan Crawford, Walter Huston. Dir. 


Studio: Universal City, 
Calif. 


, The. Commercial flying thrill_stor 
a Bs, ria Stuart, Slim Summerville. Dir. Jenn Ford. Time, 86 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 3. Rev. Nov. 8. i ee. x 
i , The. Football story, Rich. Arlen, Gloria Stuart. dir. Russe 

~ An att Time, 73 mins. Rel. Oct. 138. Rev. Oct, 14, 


a Mack. 
Back Street. 
i Hurst novel. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 
Brown of Culver. 


Cohan nd Kellys in Hollywood, The. 
"¥ Ps iness. Charlie Murray, George Sidney. Dir. 


Time, 74 mins. Rel. Mar. 28. Rev. Apr. 26. 
Destry Rides Again. Tom Mix in an action western. Dir. 
4 %s mins. Rel. Apr. 24. Rev, June 21. 


Doomed Battalion. World war onthe Italian front, 
i Dir. Cyril Gardner. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 16. 


Fast Companions. Race track story with Caliente locale. I 
{ reen 0! ‘Sullivan. Dir, Kurt. Neumann. Time, 67 mins. Kel. 


Réy, Sept. 38. 


) rs) defied convention. From a. Fanny 
> on men Se Genk Holes. “Dir. John Stahl. Time, 91 mins. 
Rey. Aug. 30. ‘ 

See Tom Brown of Culver. \ 
Sidney and Murray in the: picture 
John Francis Dillon. 


Ben Stoloff. Time, 


‘Tala Birell, Luis Trenker. 
Rev. June 14 

Tom Brown, Mau- 
June 23. 


Igloo. Life struggle in the Arctic. Eskimo players. Dir. Ewing Scott. Time, 
60.mins. ,Rel. July 14, Rev. July 26. 

A’ girt who-couldn't wait for love. Lew Ayres, Mae 

James Whale... Time, 79'mins. Rel. Mar, 1. 


Impatiett Matdeh, The. 
j Clark, Una, Merkel. Dir. 
fey. Mar: $ 

Law and Order. , 

Carey, Ralph. Ince. Dir. W. R. 
| Rev. Mar, .1. 
Murders in the Rue Morgue, The. 
Dir. Robt.Florey. Tie, 69 mins, 
My Pe. the King. A wild west show fn a 
Kurt Neumann. Time, 75 mins. Rel, 

Clarence Darrow on evolution. I 

Time, 43 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. July 7, ‘31. 

the city. Emotional drama. Lew Ayres, Mae 

Time, 57 mins. Rel. May 5. Rev. May 31. 

Okay America. Columnist story. Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Louis Cal- 

Y neta. Dir. Tay Garnett. Time, 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 13. 


Old Dark House. A night of terror in an English country home. Boris Kar- 


Frontier drama of three bad. men. Walter Huston, Harry 
fac ; Burnett. Timé,.72: mins. Rel. Feb. 7 


Poe's 4m raiser. Bela Lugosi, Sidney Fox. 
Rel. Feb.’ 21: Rev. Feb. 16 

Balkan eiigdqm. Tom Mix. Dir. 
Aug: 4. ' Rev.' Oct. 11. 


Mystery of Life, The. Glalence Darrow. Dir. 


Geo. Cochrane. 
Night Pt ee Night life ir. 
Clark. Dir. Hobart Henley. 


loff, Melvyn Douglas, Chas. Laughton, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale. 
Time, 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Nov. 1. 

Once in Lifetime. Hollywood satire from the stage play. Jack Oakie, 
sidne Alice MacMahon. Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 90 mins, Rel. 


Sidney Fox, 
Sept. 22. Rev. Nov. 1 

Racing Youth. Auto race story. Mostly 
Fazenda, Frank Albertson, June Clyde. 
tel. Feb, 14. Rev. Apr. 19. 

Radio Patrol. Police story with love interest. Lila Lee, ; C 
Armstrong. Dir. Ed. Cahn. Time, 67 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. 

Rider of Death Valley. Drama in the desert. Tom Mix. Dir. Al 
Time, 77 mins. Rel. May 26. Rev. Aug, 2. 

Scandal for Sale. Newspaper cycle story. Chas. Bickford, Rose 
O’Brien. Dir. Russell Mack. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Apr. 10. tev. 

Steady Company. A truck driver in the prize ring. Norman 
Clyde. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. Time, 67 mins. Rel. Mar. 14. 

Texas Bad Man, The. Western mystery story. Tom Mix. Dir. Edw. 


Louise 
65 mins. 


Slim Summerville, 


comedy. ; 
Moore. Time, 


Dir. Vin. 
June Clyde, Robt. 
July 19. 
Rogell. 


Hobart, Pat 
Apr. 12. 


Laemtile. 


Time. 63 mins. Rel. June 30. : : = 
Tom Brown of Culver. Cadet school story. Tom Brown, Slim Sunjmerville, 
H. B. Warner. Dir. Wm. Wyler. Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 91.- Rey 


Aug. 2. 


Foster, June | 


Studios: 5842 S B i. Offices: 321 W. 44th St, 
Udiosiiywoos '¢» Warner Brothers Ot evan aM. 


Story of a meek stenog who wins the boss. War- 


Beauty and the Boss, The. 
Roy Del Ruth. Time, 66 mins. Rel. 


ren William, Marian Marsh. Dir. 
Apr. 9% Rev. Apr. 5. 

Big City Biues. Country boy comes to New York for thrilling experiences 
Joan Blondell, Eric Linden. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 65 mins, Rel 
Sept. 18. Rev. Sept. 13. 

Biessed Event. Columnist story. Lee Tracy, Mary Brian, 

toy Del Ruth, Time, 82 mins. Rel. Sept. 10. Rev. 

Crowd Roars, The. Fast drama of the auto speedway. Jas. Cagney, Joan 
Blondell. Dir. Howard Hawks. Time, 84 mins. Rel. Apr. 16. Rev. 
Mar, 29. 

Expert, The. Chic Sale comedy. Chic 
mins. tel. Mar. 5. Rev. Mar. 1. 

Heart of New York. Smith and Dale in a film 
Cloaks and Suits. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. ‘Time, 
Rev. Mar. 8. 


Allen Jenkins. Dir. 
Sept. 6. 


Sale. Dir. Archie Mayo. Time, 69 


‘Mandel, Inc.’ 
Mar. 26. 


version of 
74 mins. Rel. 


1 Am a Fugitive. From the story ‘I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang.’ Paul 
Muni, Glanda Farrell, Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. Time, 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 
19. Rev. Nov. 

iWMegal. British made story of a night club. British cast and director. Time, 


61 mins. Rel. Aug. 6 Rev. Oct. 4. 

Romantic comedy 
William Powell. Dir. 
Rev. July 26. 


Hungarian source. Kay 
Time, 69 mins. Rel. 


drama from an 


Jewel Robbery. 
Wm, Dieterle. 


Francis, 
Aug. 13. 


Man Wanted. Romance of a business woman. Kay Francis, Dir, Wm. Die- 
erle. Time, 63 mins. Rel. Apr. 23. Rev. Apr. 19. 
Man Who Played God, The. Modern drama of lif Geo. Arliss, Dir. John 


_ Adolfi. Time, 83 mins. Rel. Feb. 20. Rey. Feb. 16. 
Mouthpiece, The. Drama of a wily lawyer. Warren William, Sidney Fox. Dir. 
Jas. Flood and Elliott Nugent. Time, 86 mins. Rel. May 7. Rev. Apr. 
26. 


One Way Passage. 
ell. Dir. Ray Garnett. 


Love develops for a prisoner. Kay Francis, William Pow- 

Time, -67 mins. Rel, Oct. 22. Rev. Oct. 138. 

Play Girl. Marriage versus play. Loretta Young, Winnie Lightner. Dir. Ray 
Enright.« Time, 61 mins. Rel. Mar. 12. Rev. Mar; 22, 

Purchase Price, The. Night club singer with a past. Barbara Stanwyck. Dir. 
Wm, A. Wellman. Time, 67 mins. Rel. July 23. Rev. July 19. 
Ride Him, Cowboy. Western cowboy story. John Wayne. Dir. Fred Allen. 
ime, 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Nov. 
Scarlet Dawn. Russian refugees in Constantinople. 
Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 
Rel. Nov. 12. Rev, Nov. 8 

So Big. Fanny Hurst’s novel of American womanhood. Barbara Stanwyck. 
Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. Time, 82 mins, Rel. Apr. 30. Rev. May 5. 

Stranger in Town. Comedy drditna of real people. Chic Sale, Ann Dvorak. 
Dir. Earle C, Kenton. Time, 66 mins. Rel. Aug. 6. Rev. July 12. 

Street of Women A triangle and a duo. Kay Francis. Dir. Archie Mayo. 
Time, 60 mins. Rel. June 11. Rev. May 31. 

Successful Calamity, A. Merchant pretends poverty to check family’s. ex- 
travagance. George Arliss, Mary. Astor, Evalyn Knapp. Dir. John G. 
Adolfi. Time, 73 mins. Rev. Sept. 27. 


Doug Fairbanks, § Jr., 
Time, 60 mins. 


Two Against the World. Constance Bennett in a — jam, Dir. Archie 
Mayo. Time, 69 mins. Ret Sept. 3. Rev. Aug. 23. 
Winner Take All. Smashing fight comedy. James cnceil Dir. Roy Del 


Ruth. July 16. Rev. June 21. 


Time, 67 mins. Rel. 
bag 2 mately ie | 
Vs 


World Wide °°e*: 10! Broady 


based on Edgar Wallace’s ‘The Calendar.’ 


Society drama 
T. Hays Hunter. Time, 69 mins. 


Edna Best. Dir, 


Bachelor's Folly. 
Herbert Marshall, 
Rel. June 12. 

Between Fighting Men. 
Ken Maynard, Ruth Sheldon. Dir. 
Rel. Oct. 16. 

Breach of Promise. The ruin of a man’s career. Chester Morris, May Clarke, 
Mary Doran. Dir. Paul Stein. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 22. 
Come On, Tarzan. Ranch owner saves his horse from a gang. Ken Maynard, 
Myrna Kennedy. Dir. Alan James. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. 
Crooked Circle, The. Mystery story with ample comedy. Ben Lyon, ZaSu 
Pitts, James Gleason, Irene Purcell. Dr. H. Bruce Humberstone. Time, 
64 mins. Rel. Sept. 35. Rev. Oct. 4, 

Dynamite Ranch. Ranch manager fails to vanquish the hero. Ken Maynard, 
Ruth Hall, Dir. Forrest Sheldon. .Time, 59 mins: Rel July 11 

False Faces. Doctor makes a racket of his profession. Lowell Sherman, Lila 
Iee, Peggy Shannon, Dir. Sherman. Time, 83 mins. Rel, Oct. 13 


Hell Fire Austin. Racing in the ranch country. Ken Maynard, Ivy Merton, 


Conflict between the sheep men and cattle raisers. 
Forrest Sheldon, Time, 62 mins. 


Nat Pendleton. Dir. Forrest Sheldon. Time, 70 mins, Rel. June. 26. 
Rev. Aug. 2. 
Hypnotized. Jam following a big sweepstakes win. Moran and Mack. Dir. 


Mack Sennett. Rel. Nov. 6. 

Last Mile, The. Drama in the death house. 

Phillips, Preston Foster, Geo. Stone, Noel Madison. 
, Time, 74 mins. Rel, Aug. 21. Rev. Aug. 30, 

Man Called Back, The. Man’s regeneration through a woman. Conrad Nagel, 
Doris Kenyon, Juliette Compton, Reginald Owen, Alan Mowbray. Dir. 
Robt. Florey. Time, 80 mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 2. 

Man from Hell’s Edges. Man devotes life to avenging his father’s murder. 
Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir. R. N. Bradbury, Time, 61 mins. Rel. 
June 5. Rev. Aug. 2. 

Race Track. Gambler gives up his life’s love—a child. Leo Carrillo, Junior 
Coughlin, Kay Hammonds. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Time, 78 mins. Rel. June 5. 

Sign of the Four. Sherlock Holmes story. British cast. Arthur Wontner, 
Isla Bevan, Ian Hunter. Dir. Graham Cutts. Time, 74 mins. Rel. Aug. 
14, Rev. Aug. 30. 

Son of Oklahoma. Western story. Bob Steele, Josie Sedgwick, Carmen 
Laroux. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. Time, 55 mins. Rel. July 7. 

Strangers of the Evening. Unusual story with comedy revolving around a 


from the stage play. Howard 
Dir, Sam. Bischoff. 


Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Nov. 15. 
Those We Love. A woman's understanding averts domestic tragedy. Mary 
Astor, Lilyan Tashman, Kenneth McKenna. Dir. Robt. Florey. Time, 


Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 20. 
Epic of the North Woods. Dir. 
, 68 mins. Rel. Oct. 16. 


New York. Married happiness and a past. 
ir. Vietor Schirtzinger. Rel. Nov. 13. 


70 mins. Rel, 


Tgnteny the Killer. Herman C. Raymaker. 


Seater ’ Jack Oakie, Shirley. Grey. 


Miscellaneous Releases 


(Allted.) 


Boiling Point, The. 
Time, 62 mins. Rel. 


Hoot Gibson learns to curb his temper. Dir. 
Geo, Melford. 8 


July 15. Rev. Nov. 


Crusader, The. (Majestis.) Newspaper story. Evelyn Brent, H. B. Warner, 
y eae D Frank Strayer. Time, 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 1, Rey. 
Jct. 


(Invincible.) Temperance discussion. 


Face on the Bar Room Floor, The. 
Dir. Bert Bracken. Time, 65 mins. 


Dulcie Cooper, Bramweil Fletcher. 
Rel. Oct.: Rev. Oct. 18. 
Footsteps in the Night. (Auten.) Mystery drama. 
rice Elvery. ime, 59 mins. Rel. Dec. 1, 
(Majestic.) Jack. Hoxie finds gold and a girl. Alice Day. Dir. Otto 
Brower. Time, 48 mins. tel. Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 11, 
Hearts of Humanity, The. Father love on the East Side. 
Hershelt. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. 


Benita Hume. Dir. Mau- 


Gold. 


Jackie Searle, Jean 
Sept. 27. 


Parisian Romarce, A. (Allied.) Famous play. Lew Cody, Marion i 
Gilbert Roland. Dir. Chester M. Franklin. Time, 75 mins. el. A 
Rev. Oct. 18. 

Phantom Express, The. (Majestic. Railroad story. Wm. Collier, Jr., 7 
Blane, J. Farrell Macdonald. Dir. Emory Johnson. Time, 65 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 27. 

Red-Haired Alibi, The. (Tower.) Gangster story. Merna Kennedy, Theo. 
Von Eltz. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Time, 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 21. tev. 
Oct. 25. 

Scarlet Week End. (Irving.) Murder at a house party. Dorothy Revier, | 

‘heo. Von Elitz Dir, Willis Kent. Time, 58 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. 
Nov. 1. 
Sinister Hands. (Capital.) Murder siory with a police hero. Jack Mulhall, 


PhylNis Barrington, Dir. Armand Schaeffer. Time, 66 mins. Rel. June 





22. tev. Aug. 16. 

Speed Madness. (Capita!.) Speedboat racing with acrobatic trimmineg- 
Rich. Talmadge, Nancy Drexel. Dir. Geo. Crone. Time, 61 mins. fre! 
Aug. 27. Rev. Oct. 11. 

Unholy Romance. (First Div.) The classic, ‘Mme. Bovary’ transplanted to 
Rye, N.-Y. HL’ B. Warner, Lila Lee Dir. Albert Ray. Time, 75 mir 
Rel. Aug: tev. Aug. 30. 

Woman in Chains. (Auten.) Traged of a woman d to an hypochondria 
Eng. cast. Dir. Basil Dea: lime, 68 mins. Rel. Nov.-18. Rev. Nov. 

(Continued on page 55) 


corpse. By Tiffany Thayer. ZaSu Pitts, Eugene PaHette, Lucien Little- 
pn oe Bruce Humberstone. Time, 70 mins. Rel. May 16. Rev. 
une 7. 

Texas Buddies. Cowboy, veteray of the AEF, turns aviator to balk the vil-. 
lains. Bob Steele, Nancy Drexel. Dir, R. N. Bradbury. Time, $7 mins. 


Bham Scale 


| 


Cuts Replace 
Double Bills 


Birmingham, Nov. 28. 

Double features are out on the 
first run bills here but price cutting 
is taking their place. The last sev- 
eral weeks have seen every first run 
house in the city drop in scale. 

The cuts are principally for bal- 
cony seats with the main floor prices 
remaining? the same. Alabama has 
reduced prices on the lower floor 
from 55c to 40c but raised the price 
after 1 p. m. to 35c. from 25c. 

titz last week cut prices on bal- 





cony seats to 25c at any time; Em- 
pire has same scale. Galax and 
Strand are getting 15-20 for bal- 


conies, any time. 

Cutting of prices at Alabama has 
helped business and the white ele- 
phant is now doing nicely. Bal- 
cony seats, of which there are about 
700, are being sold out at practically 
all shows, especially on Sundays and 
nights. 

At Memphis double features are 
on the wane along with two for one 
tickets. Suburban houses have been 
taking the lead in distribution of 
discount tickets but are discontinu- 
ing them as rapidly as_ pogsible. 
Malco theatres récently fell in line. 

Legit house here is leading the 
town in price cutting. Robertson- 
Gifford stock at 20-30-40 and’ two- 
for-one tickets. are out, good’ with 
price of one admish plus a Gime for 
the second ticket. 


Stores Open to Get the 
Farmer Sugar—if Any 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Vincennes, Indiana, ‘Post’, has 
tied-in with the Pantheon theatre 
to make Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 
12 and 13, a civic hoilday, At that 
time the WLS Barn Dance Is beoked 
at the house and Vincennes antici- 
pates the farmers will drive in from 
miles around for the old fashioned 
hillbilly shindig. 

Newspaper thinks the merchants 
should stay open those evenings to 
gather their share of the loose 
change around. Providing Indiana 
farmers have any loose changé left. 


Lowest Top No Good 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 

RKO once again buttons up the 
Orpheum. House darkens Nov. 30 
after five weeks try for business 
with two first run pictures at 40c, 
town’s lowest top, most recent ef- 
fort to capture bucks. 

J. J. Franklin, city managet, sez 
it'll reopen about Christmas. 


B&K’S XMAS CLOSING 


if Any Chosen Looks Like ‘United 
Artists’ House 
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Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Balaban & Katz may close one 
or more of its theatres during the 
pre-Christmas slump period. Prime 
candidate, but not yet elected, is 
the United Artists. This house has 
been’..a chronic Bfeadache to B&K 
Since reopening jh late August, after 
a summer shut-down. 

Usual pre-holiday reluctance of 
the exchanges to set play dates has 
intensified the product scarcity which 
bears,most heavily on the United 
Artists. ‘Fugitive’ (WB) washed 
up in ‘two weeks, running true to the 
house hoodoo although B&K had it 
on an outright buy. ‘Cynara’ (UA) 
is available to follow, also ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’ (Fox), which would 
suggest that the shut-down would 
be limited to one week before 
Christmas and, in that case, possibly 
| eschewed altogether, 
' 





‘Call Her Savage’ (Fox) is the 

next for McVickers, at which house 

| Metro is reported anxious to avoid 

|; Play dates on ‘Flesh’ and ‘Sun 

| Daughter’ until atter the first of 
the new year, 
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REITIS! THIS SEASON'S’ 


Anything car 
Central 
--and everytl 










Strangers at 9— 
in love at 10—in 
jail at midnight! 














Zoos lion runs 
wild in the heart 
of the cityl 


VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
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Gunmen hold up 
pocietys gala 
ball at Casino! 
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Here’s Warner Bros.’ sweeping answer to the cry for “‘moving pictures 
, that move!’’ The kind of All-Action story that pleases everybody because 
it has everything! Crammed with drama. Every frame an action still. You 
haven’t had anything like it in months. Grab it while the public’s ripe! 


JOAN BLONDELL WALLACE FORD 
| GUY KIBBEE - many others 


By Earl Baldwin and Ward Morehouse. Directed by 
John Adolfi. A First National Picture. 


WARNER BROS. 


will bring back those“Fugitive’’ crowds week after week! 
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Nasty Kickback with Take Boys 
Of Network Involved May Come 


Out of Mess 


A nasty kickback, involving the 
‘take’ boys in the radio networks’ | 
artists bureau, may eventuate from 
the Frank L. Ippolito vs. Theodore 
J. Lesser over law partnership suit. 

Ippolito another legal 
verdict when Justice McCook, New 
York, last week appointed Nathan 
Burkan receiver of. Lesser’s law 
partnership. A few days prior to 
that, Justice Shientag ruled in Ip- 
polito’s favor and ordered that the 
theatrical-radio lawyers’ partner- 
ship be declared off. 

The angle as regards: the 
station’s networks comes up through 
reported as 


won still 


radio 


been 
he paid out 
sums of money ‘under the direction’ 
of the radio artists whom Lesser & 
Ippolito represented. 

These included such 
Jack Benny, Burns 
George Price, George Jessel, 
Froos and Seeley and Fields. 

If it is established by Receiver 
Burkan and the previously ap- 
pointed referee, Emanuel Van Der- 
noot, that Lesser did expend some 
of these funds, it may break up a 
reported bad situation in the artists’ 
bureau of the radio chains. 

Agent in Fear 


It is said one agent in the talent 
bureau of a network is very seri- 


Lesser having 


stating that sundry 


people as 
and Allen, 
Sylvia 


t-fously concerned about such pub- 


licity, or rather the suppression of 
such notoriety. 


Lesser is faced either with ac- 
counting in full for some $150,000 
which passed through his two ac- 
counts in the last two years of his 
partnership with Ippolito, or show- 
ing Receiver Burkan and Referee 
Van Dernoot how much of it was 
expended to other channels, 


Van Dernoot, upon Ippolito being 
granted his plea for dissolution of 
partnership from Lesser, ordered 
the latter to produce all books, 
checks, vouchers and other financial 
records of his finances. These reve- 
nues are not the legal fees charged 
these Lesser clients, but 10% com- 
missions for having acted as a sort 
of personal manager for the radio 
stars. In addition, Lesser is charged 
with collecting percentages from 
the insurances premiums of life an- 
nuities which he induced the radio 
people to take. Ippolito’ charges 
that these sums were also withheld 
by Lesser for his private benefit, 
and that so far as the ordinary 
‘legal’ fees were concerned, they 
were so nominal, he was greatly 
surprised at the modesty of the 
amounts, Hence, his complaint that 
Lesser must have received financial 
benefit in another way, ie., in the 
form of 10% commishes, 





Squibb Auditioning 
Still, This Time at CBS 


Squibb's Toothpaste auditioned 
Nat Shilkret and a full eoncert or- 
chestra, Nino Martino, tenor, and 
Edwin C,. Hill,-news spieler at CBS. 

Account, the month. before had 
listened to.a number of program 
types at NBC, as well as ‘several 
others proposed by indie booking 
agents, 





Multi-Tongue Problem 


Brussels, Nov. 20. 
Radio Luxemburg, the multiple 
language publicity transmitter 


erected in the Grand Duchy of Lux- 
emburg, which was ready to oper- 
ate in September, has yet to be 
‘Dfficially sanctioned. 

Trouble is said to be to find a 
wave length that will cause the 
least interference with existing 
Continental systems. Recent Ma- 
drid Conference apparently could 
not solve the problem. 





Spotlight For Heller 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Jackie Heller, singer with Ben 
Bernie’s band, will get a solo build- 
up.over NBC. He will go network 
for 15 minutes every Friday at 9:15 
p. m. 
First program was Friday (2 > 


wea iow 


Over Law Partners 





COAST-TO-COAST AUDITION 





Farnum ist Coast Agent to Get 
One—For Roscoe Ates 





Hollywood, Nov. 82. 

First coast-to-coast NBC audition 
arranged by Ralph Farnum ‘on his 
hunt for radio talent for the broad- 
casting chain was a 15-minute pro- 
gram by Roscoe Ates piped through 
Friday (25). 

Farnum, who negotiated the Jol- 
son-Chevrolet deal, is the first 
agent on the Coast to be given the 
use of the chain broadcasting facil- 
itles for auditions. 





RICH GETS EARLY TRIAL 


FOR DIVORCE SUIT 


Freddie Rich, the CBS maestro, 
wen another legal skirmish in his 
divorce suit with Peggy Lawton 
Rich, naming Jack de Ruyter, whom 
the tabs refer to as a ‘society play- 
boy.’ Justice McGoldrick last week 
ordered an early trial, on Dec. 5, 
and denied Mrs. Rich’s motion that 
a counter-suit for a separation be 
tried, before the jury, at the same 
time. Mrs. Rich had petitioned for 
a jury trial all the way. 


The former ‘Follies’ showgirl, 
originally from Australia, coming to 
America with the English Tiller 
girls, had asked for $500 weekly 
alimony and $7,500 counsel fees. 
Rich has been ordered to pay her 
$60 a week and $250 counsel fees, 
the latter in two installments of $125 
each. 

Mrs. Rich's defense is that De- 
Ruyter and another friend of his 
were sitting up in her living room 
until 4 a.m. while she, feeling ill, 
had retired at 1 a.m, James D. C. 
Murray and Senator McNaboe, the 
latter who figured in the Seabury 
investigation, are counsel for the 
defense. Rich’s lawyer is David 
Haar, 








EXTENDS RAY KNIGHT 


Wheatena has extended the run 
of its serial sketch with Raymond 
Knight for another 16 weeks, ef- 
fective Jan. 1. 

Contract renewal stipulates the 
same hookup the cereal is now us- 
ing on NBC and the five stanzas a 
week, 








Cheap—No Bargain 





Chicago, Nov. 28. 

A loca® station program di- 
rector told by a would-be radio 
entertainer that he would work 
for nothing gave this illumit- 
nating reply: 

‘It’s no inducement to tell me 
you'll work for nothing. Hun- 
dreds of people are willing to 
do that. What I would be in- 
terested in is somebody who 
would demand a lot of money 
and be worth it.’ 











EARL CARROLL 
RADIO REVUE 


Earl Carroll and a musical revue, 
with the producer appearing in per- 
son, will audition for NBC this 
week. Carroll's idea “is similar to 
that piloted by the late Florenz 
Ziegfeld, with ‘Earl Carroll's Vani- 
ties of the Air’ as billing. Charlie 
Morrison is agenting for the pro- 
ducer. 

Another Morrison act down for an 
NBC audish this week is Milton 
Berle, for Montgomery ‘Yard. 


SCHEUING STICKS 


Withdraws NBC Resignation—Dis- 
claims Any Kemp Influence 














Ed Scheuing stays with NBC. 
His resignation, which George 
Engels, head of the NBC talent 
bureau refused to accept, has been 
withdrawn upon Engels’ promise of 
further co-operation and considera- 
tion. 

Scheuing and Harold Kemp, the 
new chief aide to Engels, had a pre- 
liminary series of confabs last week 


and everything worked out. Scheu- 


ing still denies that Kemp’s advent 
had anything to do with any move 
to quit as he acted the same as 
when Bill Murray, now with the 
William Morris agency, came in in 
a similar executive position. 

Scheuing didn't receive any new 
deal but has been made several 
promises. 





Souvenir Returned 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Mother-of-pearl microphone in- 
signia stolen from a Columbia ‘spe- 
cial occasion’ mike while parked in 
an NBC studio at election time was 
returned to CBS through the mail. 

NBC officials were reported send- 
ing around a stinging rebuke via 
memoranda to the unknown souv- 
enir collector who thereupon de- 
cided to unload the ‘hot’ memento. 





Inside on Music Men's Fumble 





an impasse last August. 


Music men are not concerned so much by radio’s threat to organize 
its.own performing rights combine, 
Foundation,’ as it is by the legal loopholes created for the institution of 
anti-trust and restraint of trade litigation. Music industry now finds that 
the society has permitted itself to be jockeyed into a position open to 
attack on the grounds of discrimination, 

Responsible for this in the radio camp is Oswald F. Schuette, who, with 
something of a reputation as a trust buster, was retained by the National 
-Associatnon of Broadcasters when the new contract negotiations reached 


now termed the ‘Radio Program 


AIR LINE NEWS 


By Nellie Revell 





There are no dog towns for tryouts in radio. No last half of next 
week. No Union Hills, Greenpoints or Patersons, No coming back and 
telling them how they knocked them out of the arm chairs in Dubuque 
or stood them in front of the loud speaker in Memphis, You just open 
cold. (I opened both hot and cold.) 

The First 


The first commercial program, I have been given to understand, was 
projected on the air—for butter or for worse! And George F. Mc- 
Clelland is given the credit—or blame—for the occasion. He sold a 
dairyman the idea that he could double his sale of butter in three 
months through radio advertising. 

Commish 

Richard Crooks would not sign his Metropolitan contract’ until the 
radio clause was eliminated, and while he gets less money than Lawrence 
Tibbett, he has as much left as Tibbett after the latter is through pay- 
ing commissions. 

Billy Jones and Ernie Hare are through on ‘the Hellman program. 
They had a three-year contract, with a week cancellation clause. The 
company thought of sending them to the Coast to broadcast on Orange 
network, but suddenly decided to cancel entirely. The boys will enter 


vaude and make personal appearances until another advertiser is 
convinced. 
With Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Mrs. Marsball Field slated to 


broadcast for Columbia, and Mrs. Frank A. Vanderbilt getting Al Smith 
to sing at Town Hall for the ether audience, radio and society editors 
are getting all tangled up. 

How About It? 

Talk about suiting the costume to the broadcast (as press agents 
usually do), Carson Robison and his Pioneers will wear cowboy regalia 
in their series on: WEAF. Now, how about costuming that Bath Club 
program? 

George Rector gives the menu for a turkey dinner that he says costs 
only 95c. per person. But George doesn’t say how to get the 95c. 

Prosperity was just around the corner. It was on a corner apartment 
house that Tony Colucci, banjo player and guitarist of NBC, owned. 
Tony just disposed of the property, clearing $11,000 for himself. 

Since the ‘Stebbins Boys’ sketch is off the air,’ Parker Fennelly is 
free-lancing, but Arthur Allen is under contract to Barton, Durstine, 
and draws salary, whether he works or not. 

Science says stars decrease in weight as they grow older. Proving that 
some scientists don’t know Kate Smith, Mildred Bailey, Heywood Broun, 
Albert Payson Terhtine and Henrik Willon Van Loon, each of whom 
tips the beam at something better than 200 pounds. Attention, East and 
Dumke! 

Two most recent additions to the production department of NBC are 
Short and Sweet—Al Short and Bill Sweet. Latter was one of the earliest 
producers in radio, and was with old WJZ. 

The new Sammy and Rosalie in the ‘Goldbergs’ are Helen Roland and 
Julian Altman. The boy has been in sustaining programs at times with 
his sister. 

Jim Maher of WOR’s press department ran into two holdups last 
week, One was on the 23d floor of the studio’s building, the other in the 
Automat around the corner. Jim wasn’t a victim of either. 


All Off Now 

Jack Smart’s mustache is no more! The CBS dramatic actor had toe 
shave it off to play the part of a gatyr in a ballet at: the Lambs’ Gambol. 

Rosaline Green came down to WOR swathed in bandages, having 
sustained burns on her face and hands when her electric stove exploded. 

Radio’s wealthiest heiress, Margaret West, whose dad owns a flock of 
oil wells, has been in a hospital ‘but will return to a WINS mike next 
week, 

Mrs. Anson Weeks, the Weeks children, a governess and a shipload 
of toys will arrive’ from Europe Dec, 7 to join diddy. 


Auditions 
Harold Sanford’s orchestra for Continental Silver Co. 
Frank Black and Revelers for Molle, 
Ponce Sisters, for a hosiery account. 
Phil Cook, for a ghost client. 


Short Shots 

Columbia is going to concentrate on presentations, instead of 15-min- 
ute sustaining programs...Carl Weiss’ Bavarian peasant band left NBC 
to join the new Aarons & Friedly show, ‘Pardon My English’...Nine 
years ago George F. Hall of the Don Hall trio, broadcast over the first 
radio station in Cincinnati...As the result of a fall against a bathtub, AL 
of Al and Pete, is facing the mike with three broken ribs...Nina Mack, 
former leading woman for Tom Wise is script editor for Columbia... 
First Joseph Conrad play to be placed on the air will be ‘Laughing Ann,’ 
which William Rainey is casting for NBC...Ben Selvin, recording mane 
ager of Columbia phonograph, will transfer his activities to Victor Re- 
cording Co. the first of the year...Myron Moore will have Eddie Jackson 
as his guest star on WOR this Friday night...Because of too much 
temperament, Greta Keller, Viennese singer, is oft the Pond program. 
The Never Gray couple on WINS are in private life Virginia New Begin 
and John McCormick, who is in the program department...Verna 
Osborne, first soprano of the Moonbeams Trio’ (WOR) is recovering 
from a minor operation...It’s a boy at the Leslie (NBC audition master) 
Joy’s home...Columbia did not renew with Irene Beasley...Steve Gross 
no longer in the production department of NBC...Ross McLean of WOR 








tl gene 








E, C. Mills; American Society general manager, by. making conces- 
sions and alterations of the contract formula okayed by the N. A. B. 
negotiating committee, left the society open to charges of discrimination 
and the further accusation that through the exercige discriminatory 
power Mills and the society were acting in restraint of trade. Mills 
further widened this loophole for attack by proceeding to grant an 
entirely different contract to newspaper-owned stations. After several 
of the press-controlled outlets had squawked about one of the pro- 
visions in the deal and competing station operators started citing this 
exception to the rule as another case of discrimination, Mills withdrew 
the special newspaper agreement. Move, if anything, obviously served 
to intensify the antagonism of these broadcasting sources. 

Three Moves 

Broadcasters’ convention the week before last authorized Schuette to 
handle the controversy with ASCAP in his own way. And Schuette is 
now proceeding to achieve either end in three steps. First, he’s using 
the threat of organizing radio’s own music pool; second, he’s making 
2, survey of the legislator newcomers to Washington due with the new 
administration and the possibilities of attack on the copyright laws, 
and third, he is consulting with anti-trust authorities on the proper 
shaping of evidence for the filing of a conspiracy in restraint of trade 
complaint, 

In the Schuette idea of organizing radio’s own performing rights com- 
bine the music industry sees nothing to get perturbed about. Radio, it 
feels confident, hasn't forgotten the $1,000,000’ publishing flop experienced 
by NBC within the past two years and won't attempt a repetition. 

Bitter controversy in which the music industry now finds itself en- 
gaged with the station operators, declares Tin Pan Alley, could have 


persuasion. Prevailing plaint among the indie broadcasters at the St. 
Louis convention was that the network and the. Prager: between them | 
had sold. them..down the. river. 3 pos 

, - Seneet joe HRS ho 
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been avoided had the society adhered to its original plan of commercial | 
program taxation and not been sidetracked from its course by chain | 


has gone to the Mayfair, Detroit night club, for &@ week.. 
joined Columbia’s production staff.. 
1...While Yolanda Langworthy 
apartment she lives in, one floor above the 12th, 
.-While Isham Jones vists the family at Saginaw, 
Stone, first violinist, 
one of NBC’s star drummers, 
And he hopes it’s & boy. 
Sherras of executive staff of NBC, used to build six- ‘room houses 


Dec, 


she lives on 113th st.. 
Mich., Eddie 
Grupp, 
him.beat the drum 


pretty soon. 


Canada before he ecame to radio, 


-Fred ‘Long has 


.Ferde Grofe moves into Radio City 


of WOR isn’t superstitious, the 


is called the 14th. And 


sees that the boys behave...Dave 
is going to have someone to help 
.Marley 
in 


Melodic ‘Strains’ and ‘Sprains’ 
Mildred Hunt has a broken wrist. 
Alex (Troika Bells) Kiriloff strained his ankle getting off a street car. 











‘ 9 ’ 
Moment’s’ Extra 39 COCA COLA’S VARIETY 
Fleischm: Teas as renewe , . , 
“4 imann Yeast has romewes Hours - Gommersiel With Veaude 

the ‘Great Moments in History’ Talent Idea 
Sunday night sketch on NBC for 
another 39 weeks. Extension calls Cgca Cola is negouating with NBC 
for a run of 26 weeks from Jan. 1,| for a return to the air in early Jan- 


with a layoff at the end of that 
time, until Oct. 8, when the dra- 
matic affair resumes for a minimum 
of 13 weeks. 

Hookup provided for in the re- 
newal takes in the blue (WJZ) net- 
work, the northeast, southeast, 
southcentral, southwest and orange 
(north Pacific) links and station 
fnorth Pacific) links:> and: stations 


| KOA; KDYL, KF SD, and KTAR, 


2) APNG 





uary with a weekly show 
running an hour. 

Hitch holding up settlement of 
the time contract is the clocking of 
the ‘program. Commercial has its 
mind set or either a Thursday or 
Friday night, while the chain‘is try- 


variety 


ing to induce it’ to take an hour 
Sunday or ‘Saturday ‘night, which 
would be more ‘convenient for the 


network 40 ‘arrahes.'* 
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Radio and Stage Salari 
Radio. Stage. 
Weed AMOR cevccccccscocsce $1,380 $1,250 
Ben Alley..... 0060 60G0 ccs eee 750 1,000 (with Ann Leaf) 
Amos 'N’ ANGY.cccccccccssse 4,000 7,500 
Mildred Bailey. ..cccccccecccs 750 2,000 
i Pe. pavsedebesheee 750 4,000 
Brame TOOGSIOT sc cccessescecese 450 750 
Jack Benny...... acconccesce 2,000 2,000 (pre-radio rep.) 
Ben Bernie band.......ee+2.2 3,000 6,500 (last top salary) 
Boswell Sisters ...ccccceese $2,500 2,500 
Burns and Allen......eeee.- 1,500 2,000 
ne... ccepee be evie 3,000 8,800 
Charles Carlile ...... cepavs 500 none 
Clara, Lou and ’Em........: » 1,500 2,000 
Russ Columbo ........ seeaco ee 4,000 (with band) 
Vaughn De Leath..... eevee 759 2,000 
Jack Denny orch........... 1,750 2,500 
Morte DOWNRE és cecccccve . £2,000 4,500 
Waey ACCS ccicivcens staves 38 none 
Jessica Dragonette.......... 750 none 
Ruth . Wtting.... 010. eveeeees 2,250 4,500 
Jay C. Flippen...... oseocee 1,000 1,900 
WURGNOGlS sciiscvecssicces = 2,290 1,500 
WiagG GIDDORG < is cts ccceadic 2,000 3,590 
The Goldbergs (Gertr. Berg) 1.750 2,500 
Wiis Gh Bas oes aie 8 8s 50 wO 750 none 
Willie and Eugene Howard. 1,200 4,500 
Aunt Jemima (Tess Gardella) 500 750 
7 a ee geecvcese., 0,000 12,000 (plus %) 
Jones and Hare...e....+2+- 1,500 none 
i ere 500 none 
Scrappy Lambert and Billy 
i Ee ord *1,500 nene 
Little Jack Little.......... Pe 750 2,000 
Guy Lombardo band........ 2,000 6,000 
Phillip Lord ....... 942040 ae. Jaen none 
Dee SOONG. accccescccees 2,000 none 
pi) i. Ae cabeaaseces Bee 3,500 
Myrt and Marge..ccccccoser 750 850 
Wester G'MCOTO. 6c cc cceecccs 750 750 
Donald Novis...... <sibevees 250 500 
Olsen and Johnson.......+++ 2,000 6,000 (and co.) 
George Olsen ........ Séenees, ee 3,500 
SOOR PORE). csccsexsencensece 1,780 3,500 
Ray Perkins. .cccccccccsces « 1,500 none 
Georee . PTICS soc 664 veceasis 750 3,000 (one week) 
Pind TROVGMOIS..i.66v occecce eee 71,000 2,000 
Sanderson and Crumit...... *2,250 3,500 
PE SE 3 ss 6 0c5 gucate oe 08 as - 2,700 7,500 (with revue) 
Whirrsst=- Toate Smith. ..ee 750 1,500 (with Humming 
Birds) 
Stoopnasie wir 1 Bu@d.coccce 1,250 1,500 (around N. Y.) 
Street Singer (Tracy)...... 1,500 2,590 
Lowell Thomas..cccccoceccse 1,250 none 
Virginia Rae...... TUYTTTTT 750 none 
Leo Reisman band......++++ 1,175 2,000 
. @ eerie pecnecsece anew 500 (show salary) 
WOUPSIOT ccccsceedees oeeeta. Dee 5,000 (and co.) 
Rudy Vallee and band....... 2,000 4,500 
Ted Weems band...... cence See 3,500 
Paul Whiteman band....... 3,500 6,500 
Tony Wons ........ sseveevs. ee 1,500 (with piano duo) 
TEA WHR cic ccdoece iidensss. See 5,000 
Walter Winchell .......+..++ 1,750 3,500 
* Two programs. + Per program. t Commercial and sustaining 








WIBO-B&K PACT OFF; 
CIRCUIT GOES TO NBC 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Exclusive arrangement between 
WIBO and Balaban & Katz is about 
to be terminated. Henceforth no 
exclusive tie-ups will be made al- 
though WGN has a deal whereby 


a special Sunday late afternoon 
broadcast will be made weekly from 
the Oriental theatre with Ed Lowry 
as m.c. 

Ben Serkowich of B&K arranged 
with Niles Trammel of NBC to work 
out reciprocal publicity tie-ups be- 
tween the theatres, NBC stations 
and NBC clients. First of these 
was for 300 windows in drug stores 
between the Oriental theatre, Jane 
Froman, NBC, and the toothpaste 
for which Miss Froman broadcasts. 

WIBO arrangement has been in 
force about two years. A _ broad- 
casting studio was set up in the 
Chicago theatre at the time the deal 
was made and a number of theatre- 
created programs were broadcast. 
B&K is willing to work with WIBO 
in the future but not to the banning 
of all other radio outlets. It is prob- 
able that a dressing room in the 
Oriental will be wired for conveni- 
ence and simplicity in broadcasting. 





Williamson’s Liver Diet 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Albert Williamson, head of the 


NBC publicity department, gave a! outlet, WJAS, with station officials 


pint of blood for a friend at Pas- 
Savant hospital last week. 
Now he’s ordering ealf's Hvew tor 


aacheon, 
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$1,850,000 Moving Bill 
For NBC to Radio City 


Change of residence to the Radio 
City development will entail for 
NBC the heaviest load of the entire 
RCA group. Unexpired term of the 
lease at 711 Fifth avenue, present 
NBC headquarters, will stand the 


network $350,000 a year as long as 
this space remains vacant, Chain’s 
mechanical division has completed 
a chart showing that it will cost 
NBC $1,850,000 to move its facili- 
ties, equipment and office furnish- 
ings over to the new building. 


For the 711 layout the network 
is under a 99-year obligation with 
RCA, the underwriter of the docu- 
ment. NBC settled here in Jan- 
uary, 1927. Network has reconciled 
itself to the probability that it will 
have little success subletting the 
Fifth avenue space until things 
generally are well on the upgrade, 
even at substantially shaved rentals. 








‘Unknown’ on Coaster 
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-RADIO-STAGE SALARIES 








PLAN TO BRING 
EM DOWNWARD? 


Ether, Like Stage, Con- 
cerned in Salary Revisions 
for Economy — Radio In- 
variably Ups Stage Val- 
ues——Keeping on the Air 
Essential for Utmost Per- 
sonal Appearance Worth 





SINGULAR EXCEPTIONS 


One of Harold Kemp’s tasks at 
NBC will be, it is said, the adjust- 
ment of salaries so that they will 
not run out of bounds, as they have 
in the variety houses. It will also 
be his task to encourage the de- 
velopment of new air personalities. 

The ether powers aver that radio 
salaries have soared too high and 
evidence the necessity for the artist 
to remain on the air, if his or. her 
value for other fields of professional 
endeavor is to be maintained. 

In line with this, the following 
table will indicate how much more, 
generally but not always, is the 
value of an artist on the stage after 
attaining an ether rep. 

These salaries, both on the stage 
and air end, have been subjected to 
revision downward in a number of 
instances, as witness Paul White- 
man who received $8,500 and is now 
booked at $6,500. Ben Bernie is 
listed at $6,500, his last top stage 
salary, but by the same reason, will 
probably be revised downward, un- 
der the new scheme of things. 

yeorge Price’s $3,000 was for two 
weeks at the Paramount, N. Y., al- 
though he was in the $1,000 class 
before the air rep. Price received 
$750 a program and was collecting 
$1,500 for two programs a week 
when he was doubling both the 
Chase & Sanborn tea and coffee air 
shows. 

Unusuals 


Mildred Bailey’s $2,000 is extra- 
ordinary and was for a single book- 
ing in Baltimore. 

Myrt and Marge’s $750 is some- 
thing of an underquote as they are 
reimbursed extra for their scripts. 
Similarly, Leo Reisman’s $1,175 is 
the bare figure for the maestro, as 
he’s. paid extra for the orchestra- 
tions. Same goes for lots of the 
other script and band acts such as 
Gertrude Berg, heading ‘The Rise 
of the Goldbergs,’ receiving $1,750 
for herself. She supplies the five 
or six weekly scripts. In vaude, 
on a show date for RKO, they were 
payrolled at $2,500. 

Julia Sanderson and Frank 
Crumit’s $2,250 covers two pro- 
grams, for Blackstone Cigar and 
Bond Bread (a.m.). Similarly Mor- 
ton Downey's $2,000 covers his 
$1,500 commercial and $500 from the 
CBS sustaining. Donald Novis’ $500 
a week increases to $750 for stage 
work. His modest air figure doesn’t 
compare with the $1,500 he’s slated 
for commercially, when he _ gets 
started. But those figures are of 
the moment and past; not future. 

Walter Winchell’s $1,750 for Jocur 
is for une 30-min. program. He re- 
ceived $3,500 for three shots a week 
when on Lucky Strike. Ed Wynn's 
$5,000 is ditto on his show salary, 
but he has a piece of the show as 
well, That $5,000 was his last 
Palace figure. 

These commentaries will indicate 
the general elasticity of some 
salaries. 

There are also relative stage un- 
knowns who have been clicking $500 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 

Playing around here for years in 
nite clubs without attracting any 
great attention, Eddie Payton’s 
band will get its first break New 
Year’s Eve when it goes on a coast- 
to-ceast CBS broadcast. 

Network put the task of selecting 
a local band up to its Pittsburgh 


naming Peyton. 

Peyton has his own night club, 
where he plays nightly. Hook-up 
wit be from there. 





and $750 salaries on radio com- 
mercials consistently. 


BEN PRATT’S ARDUOUS JOB 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Being NBC ambassador to the 
G.O.P. is enervating work. Ben 
Pratt, public relations counsel, is 
taking a two-week vacation at pres- 
ent to recuperate from the political 
campaign, 

He was obliged to take a similar 
rest period after the Republican 
convention last June, 





Milman Out of NBC 





Talent Booker Gcing 


Into Agency Biz on 


His Own 





Synopsi- of a Squawk 
ni ' Nov. 28. 
look like a 


Chicago, 

Announcer—‘You 
million dollars.’ 

Estelle Taylor—‘And just as 
hard to make.’ 

WGN—'This will never do.’ 

B&K —‘We'll censor their 
copy in the future.’ 


CBS BOOKS % 
TO OPEN UP 
INDIE TIME 


For the purpose of opening up 
indie sources for its material, the 
CBS Artists’ Service is now offer- 
ing its acts to theatres on a per- 
centage basis. Arrangement goes 
for any of the names on the net- 
work’s list, with these including 
Morton Downey, Street Singer, the 
Boswell Sisters, the Mills Brothers 
and Kate Smith. 

Percentage bid, however, will not 
apply to all theatres. In most in- 
stances the network booking office 
will require some sort of a guar- 
antee from indie managers. Guar- 
antee figure being asked from these 
sources is the top salary the house 
has been paying acts out of its 
budget the past several months. 
Contracts applying in such cases 
will specify the top salary plus a 
50% split over the average business 
the house has done this season. 

Under the new booking policy re- 
garding indie operated spots only, 
the network booking office has 
booked Morton Downey into the 
Regent at Paterson, N. J., for four 
days starting Jan. 7. Arrangement 
here is strictly on a_ percentage 
basis and makes the first of that 
classification for the tenor. 

















JOLSON’S B&K 


Chi Dates First Delays N. Y. Chev 
Broadcasts 








Al Jolson has revised his plans 
and doesn’t come to New York for 
his Chevrolet broadcasts until after 
Xmas. He’s now talking with B&K 
about a booking for that stanza into 
the Chicago. < 

Arrangement he has-with the Wil- 
liam Morris office has him down for 
six weeks of theatre dates, with the 
time and spot discretionary with 
Jolson. Besides Chicago he’s con- 
tracted to play two weeks in New 
York, and one each in Brooklyn, St. 
Louis and Detroit. 


A. & A. Say Radio City 
Okay, But Nothing Else 


Although agreeable to taking a 
date on the inaugural bill of the 
Radio City Music Hall as arranged 
for them by the network, Amos ’n’ 
Andy have notified NBC not te do 
any further theatre booking for 
them. 

Communication to George Engels, 
head of the network’s artists’ 
bureau, declared that the William 
Morris office had been designated as 
the team’s exclusive theatre book- 
ing rep. 

Contract held by the network} 
with the blackface act has exclu- 
sive control over their radio ap- 
pearances and collects 10% on the 
$4,000 a week that they’re now get- 
ting from Pepsodent. 

Whether or not playing in the 
Music Hall for Radio City’s opening 
week, but probably not, Amos ’n’ 
Andy will open Jan. 9 for some Pub- 
lix picture house weeks on a guar- 
antee and percentage basis. Mor- 





ris office is arranging the dates. 


+ —_—_—_— 


Mort Milman yesterday (Monday) 
resigned from the NBC artist bu- 
reau, with which he had been con- 
two and a half years. 
the busi- 
ness independently in the belief he 
can better As 
an NBC booker he was on a straight 


nected for 


He's going into agency 


himself financially. 


salary. . 
The resignation was delivered in 
letter form to M. H. Aylesworth. 


Milman had just returned from a 
Coast trip Thursday (24), during 
which he set the Al Jolson-Chev- 
rolet broadcasts from that end, 
Among other commercials he han- 
dled for the network were Eddie 
Cantor (Chase & Sanborn), Walter 
Winchell (Jurgens), Maurice Che- 
valier (Chase & Sanborn), the Net- 
tle and Fleischmann programs, Jack 
Benny and Russ Columbo. 


During Milman’s trip his work in 
the artist bureau was taken over by 
Mrs. Milman, who doubled for her 
husband, though not on the network 
payroll. 

George Engels, head of the NBC 
Artist Service, was waiting for Mort 
Milman to come back from his 
Coast trip so that the booker could 
explain why he placed his wife in 
charge of his network affairs while 
absent. Discovery was made when 
the bureau started checking a cou- 
ple of bookings made on _ the 
Fleischmann hour of last Thursday 
(24). Milman got back Thursday. 

Bookings were okay but the book- 
keeping staff was inquiring into the 
financial arrangements made with 
the acts when it found Mrs. Mil- 
man, who is not on the payroll, was 
holding down her husband’s desk 
and job. She had not only been in- 
volved in last week’s bookings, but 
was engaged in picking material for 
the subsequent two shows. 

Before her marriage, Mrs. Milman 
was her husband’s secretary. Lat- 
terly she did a few bits in WB pic- 
tures on the Coast. 

Before going with NBC, Milman 
was with the William Morris 
agency. He was one of the few 
radio execs at either network with 
previous practical show business 
experience. 


5. 0. CAMPAIGN SPLITS 
$425,000 WITH 2 NETS 


Standard Oil of New Jersey's 
ether campaign which starts next 
Monday (28) figures to cost the re- 
finers around $425,000 for the 13- 
week run of its five different shows 
split between NBC and Columbia. 
Time and miscellaneous facility 
charges will aggregate around $200,- 
000, while the balarfee of this sum 
will go for talent and program pro- 
ducing. Oil group which takes in 
the Colonial-Beacon subsid and the 
Louisiana branch has also retained 
a special publicity staff to make 
sure that the air splurge garners 
satisfactory attention. 

On NBC the time contracts calls 
for 13 stations: pruned from the 
WJZ basic network and several 
supplementaries, while the CBS 
hookup will furnish 10 outlets on 
the basic link and 15 others from 
among its supplementary webs 
NBC gets the Marx Brothers 
(Groucho and Chico) show Monday 
nights and is also down to carry 
the Famous Authors series Wed- 
nesday nights and a dramatization 
from the Earl Derr Biggers ‘Charlie 
Chan’ collection Friday nights. 

Columbia will do the Tuesday 
evening broadcasting for the refin- 
ers, with the program framed 
around a symphonic orchestra un- 
der Joseph Bonine and with John 
Charles Thomas as soloist. Other 
night of the week assigned to CBS 
is Thursday when the Aborn Light 
Opera Company will put on a half- 
hour of operetta revivals, with ‘The 














Merry Widow’ the first on the list. 
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Whether Jolson Clicks or Not That 


$1,000,000 Publicity, It Satisfies 





Regardless of whether 
turns out the next ether sensation | 
or just another stage luminary that | 
came, was heard and quickly for- 
gotten, Chevrolet figures that it has 
already accomplished what it set 
out to do. Better than that, the 
auto maker in its appropriated in- 
vestment of time and talent costs 
has already turned in a devidend 


worth about a $1,000,000 in publicity. 


Totally satisfied are both Chev- 
rolet and General Motors, and they 
base this satisfaction on the reams 
of press clips garnered from all 
over the country. This free pub- 
licity had not only gone beyond 
their highest expectations but in its 
general tone gives promise of con- 


tinuing for weeks to come. Those 
radio commentators who gave Jol- 
son a click sendoff will, these no- 
tices assure, listen in on subsequent 
programs for food to bear out their 
predictions while the scoffers will 
also follow suit, if only for the con- 
trary purpose. 

In other words, the show got them 
talking. There alone Chevrolet had 
achieved its end. But the comment, 
and that strictly from the news- 
print angle, as it turned out, was 
not entirely confined to the star, 
and it is that which tickles Chev- 
rolet most.. Not only, these clip- 
pings disclosed, was columns of 
space being devoted to the possibili- 
ties of Jolson as a loudspeaker mag- 
net but to differences of opinion on 
the car maker’s temerity in calling 
upon listeners to hold off buying 
their new gas chariot until Chev- 
rolet had unveiled its latest edition. 

Pilots of radio columns from the 
metropolitan dailies down to tank- 
town four-sheeters took the Jolson 
debut as a cue for a heavy airing 
of their critical talents, with a 
goodly percentage of them going to 

.the trouble of clipping out their 
Tucubrations and mailing them on 
to the mammy boy himself. One 
columnist on a New York tab went 
so far as to inquire from the net- 
work’s home publicity office whether 
Jolson had taken cognizance of that 
critic’s findings and planned to re- 
vise his routine accordingly with 
the second broadcast. Put to Chev- 
rolet all this was cheaply bought 


Al Jolson | 


manna and it’s decided to let Jol- 
son frame his subsequent programs 
any way he’s inclined as long as the 
name of Jolson and Chevrolet keep 
peering out of the newsprint col- 
umns, : ; 
Second broadcast, which was 
picked up from Los Angeles, con- 
firmed Jolson’s good judgment in 
having himself billed primarily as 
a warbler and the comic facet of 
his talents given the soft pedal. As 
an exponent of modern minstrelsy 
by way of the mike, Jolson has not 
only arrived but topped them all 
by a wide margin. Indications are 
that he will have to rest his ether 
fame on that specialty, with comedy, 





if it must be, serving as just a by- 
product. And that should be 
enough. 

For the second session’ the 


straight assignment was eliminated 
and the old Jolson personality as 
a one-man show came into full play. 
Some of the gags he poured into 
the mike crumbled from old age and 
innocuous desuetude long before 
they got to the loudspeaker, while 
at least one must have set the rock- 
ing chair crew to rocking in more 
than one direction. Namely, the 
telephone girl nicknack that cued 
into ‘Life Is Just a Bowl of Cher- 
ries.’ Lots of the biographical chat- 
ter and the sentimental fable that 
led up to the airing of ‘Dirty Hands’ 
was packed with sure-fire essence 
for this same mob, and after all the 
likely .eonsumer source for the 
asphalt duster. 
Again was the Ted Fiorito band in 
L. A. for Jolson, led by Lou Silvers. 
The Fiorito combo is- one of the 
crack bands of the air and meant 
a lot for Jolson in his first two 
broadcasts. 
Song numbers on this bill were of 
a wider variety than the previous 
repertoire, with the real sockerino 
of the occasion spotted for the next 
to closing number. It was an inter- 
pretation of ‘Can You Spare a Dime’ 
around which Jolson wrapped his 
emotional best. Balance of the 
tunes were the resurrected ‘Don’t 
Cry,’ ‘Why Can’t You’ and ‘The 
Spaniard Who Blighted My pe wa 
ec. 





AMERICA’S GRUB STREET 
SPEAKS 


With Thomas L. Stix 
Talk 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

To the uninitiate, that is, the 
guy not up on his literary allusions, 
that program label has possibilities 
of misinterpretation. Unless the 
dial-thumber is interested in the 
latest book releases and their au- 
thors there won’t be anything on 
this stanza to detain him very long. 
If the interest is there, he’s certain 
to find a quarter-hour of piquant, 
enlightening chatter between the 
former prexy of the Book League 
of America and one of the contem- 
porary literati. Thomas L. Stix, 
whilom head of the B. L. of A,, 
collects the authors for CBS and 
interviews them on an early Sun- 
day evening clocking. 

Stix makes an adroit digger of 
interesting info on these mike inter- 
views. He queries his authors 
about everything but their private 
lives. Of course, they’re bound here 
by the propriety of the medium. 
But the stuff he does get them to 
talk about sketches a pretty clear 
picture of the writer’s ideas, back- 
grounds and tastes. So far these 
questions and answers. haven't 
taken a highbrow turn. Perhaps 
it’s because to date he’s only had 
to deal with Katherine Bush, the 
author of ‘Young Man of Manhat- 
tan’ and ‘Redheaded Woman,’ and 
John Held, Jr., the all-around jug- 
gier of the arts, who confects those 
short short fables about rampant 
youth. 

Nothing pompous or arty about 
this pair. Miss Brush, who was 
the first subject and helped in- 
augurate the series on CBS, like 
Held, admitted she wrote because 
of the coin that was in it. Asked 
hew it felt to have one of her stor- 
ies mauled up in picture version, 
she vouchsafed it was disconcerting 
but that was the producer's busi- 
ness as long as he or she got the 
stipulated mazum for it. Gave it 
as her opinion that all these au- 
teors that squawked would always 
be more than ready to sell the pic- 
ture rights on their next yarn. 
Many of her points of view have 
been aired before, such as the real 
writer's dislike of the labors eg- 
tailed by his craft, but she uncorked 
several slants on modern life and 
living that revealed alert and incis- 
ive observation. 

Most of the palaver evoked from 
John Held, Jr., popped with wise- 
cracks and selfskidding. Some of 
it was amusing but much of it 
sounded str d. After he got 
through telling how he discovered 
the younger generation, the author- 
etcher was put through the cate- 
chism of why he preferred dogs to 
horses. In print, with fllustrations, 
his answers might have been divert- 
ing. Odec. 


Seal 


JACK DUNN’S ORCHESTRA 

Curt Houck’s Orchestra 

Sustaining 

KTM, Los Angeles 

Novelty of two dance bands 
working the same hall and radio 
station gives this nightly program 
pace and something out of the ordi- 
nary. For a ballroom like Rain- 
bow Gardens, music of both bands is 
a lot over the average, with both 
singing their swan songs, since they 
leave before this review is pub- 
lished, Dunn's band after two years 
at this spot, and Houck, who came 
from Catalina, resort island, after 
three months. Latter goes to the 
Biltmore, Phoenix, reducing his 
band by three men to nine. Dunn’s 
plans are unset as yet, with San 
Francisco and Texas negotiations 
going on, 

Dunn band is peppy and hot when 
occasion demands, balancing well 
with the smoother style of Houck’s 
dansapation. Both utilize vocalists 
out of the ranks who deliver their 
song interludes acceptably. 

Sound effect similar to the ‘Lucky 
Strike’ magic carpet noise is used 
in switching from the Dunn mike 
to the one across the floor where 
the Houck stand is spotted. How- 
ever, instead of the continual swish- 
ing sound, various noise gags are 
used that are good for grins, if not 
chuckles. 

Pete Pontrelli, from the Palace 
ballroom, Ocean Park, replaced 
Dunn, and Sunny Brooks’ band goes 
into the Houck stand. 


METROPOLITAN OPERA 

Lily Pons, Giovani Martinelli 
Others in ‘Lakme’ 

WEAF, N. Y. 

First radio broadcast of the sea- 
son from the stage of the Metro- 
politan opera house argues that they 
have licked some of the handicaps 
of last season, including the inter- 
polated explanations. Opera was 
‘Lakme’ with Lily Pons as the na- 
tive girl and Martinelli as the Brit- 
ish soldier, given as the matinee at- 
traction Thanksgiving afternoon. 
Instead of the running fire of com- 
ment which, with all due respect 
to Deems Taylor, acted as an irri- 
tant last season. 

Opera was close on the heels o2 
the announced time Tuesday, so it 
run through without much talk, the 
announcer giving a brief resume of 
the story while the artists were tak- 
ing their bows at the curtain. 

With the exception of the open- 
ing choruses, which crowded the 
mikes, the vocal pickup was ex- 
cellent, Miss Pons’ voice coming 
full and true, with the Bell Song 
the standout and particularly well 
monitored. But apart from this 
most listeners-in were stronger for 
the brilliant ballet music than the 
recitatives. Second act was the 
portion selected and its length lent 
itself nicely to the allotted time. 


and 





LOVE STORIES 
Dramatic Sketches 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

It's the housewife with children 
that the maker of Fletcher's Cas- 
toria is after and so it sets out to 
capture her attention for the adver- 
tising message with love stories. 
Not love stories of torrid, reckless 
youth, but romances of the sweet 
and sacrificial type. These are hers 
for the listening Sunday evenings. 
Same commercial has a couple of 
quarter-hour stanzas Monday and 
Thursday mornings, under the Ra- 
dio Household Institute heading 
over the same NBS network, with 
the same Dr. Dick doing the plug 
honors on all three sessions. 

And the way he phrases his spiel 

makes an apt illustration of the 
trend that radio advertising has 
taken. No more reticence about 
the product. If a dignified publica- 
tion will carry the copy, there's no 
reason why it shouldn't be proper 
on the air. Dr. Dick talks about 
the love of the mother for her 
child as his preliminary note of ap- 
peal. And with this preliminary 
out of the way, he embarks on a 
detailed explanation of the ailments 
in children for which his remedy 
can be recommended and a bald 
comparison of the effects of the 
Fletcher brand with other laxa- 
tives on the market. Over on Co- 
lumbia the Ex-Lax copy is limited 
to a couple lines about keeping fit. 
And, incidentally, that account also 
uses a romantic motif as the at- 
tention getter. 
Fletcher contribution last caught 
(20) had a script called ‘The Girl 
Who Waited.’ Central character 
was played by T. Daniel Frawley, 
an NBC stock standby. Its motiva- 
tion was not only flimsy but made 
little sense. Lots of sacrifice and 
idealism in the plot but not much 
love story until it got around to the 
last five minutes. Production of the 
thing was okay but the material 
wasn't there to begin with. With 
this one as a sample it’s hard to 
imagine the woman listener look- 
ing forward to the next scenario. 
For the signoff, following the Dr. 
Dick spiel on Castoria’s virtues, a 
baritone croons ‘We'll Always Be 
Sweethearts.’ Odec. 





OTTO GRAY’S OKLAHOMANS 
Vocal and Instrumental 

WGY, Schenectady 

Troupe of cowpunchers, featur- 
ing prairie, hilly billy, and old-time 
music, won wide favor over this 
station several years ago. Has 
since come back a number of times 
while playing circus, vaudeville and 
picture dates upstate. Present shot 
is fired one morning a week over 
an NBC hookup. Oklahomans are 
jumping into Schenectady from 
stands in New York State. 

Act’s chief appeal now is prob- 
ably to ruralites and to old-timers 
among urban listeners. While 
broadcasting may not reach a high 
level of entertainment with such 
simple stuff, fact is that stations 
aim to please all classes. Gray’s 
is a good act of its kind. Has a 
wide repertoire of dolorous ballads 
and musty instrumental numbers, 
to which some backwoods chatter 
recently has been added. 

The banjoist is oke; a fiddler 

plays well, and harmonicist (so 
sounds) is jazzy. Chap theming 
farewell is all right, but woman 
who sobs ballads has a flat voice. 
Chatter is of the simple-humor 
type. Gray’s chummy style of an- 
nouncing sounds natural. Ditto a 
dog’s barking. 
As a steady diet, this kind of 
entertainment becomes monotonous 
to many listeners, but served under 
the present schedule it’s more 
palatable. 

Oklahomans have broadcast over 
a number of other stations. This, 
with their many personal appear- 
ances and willingness to play for 
shut-ins, built them up into a name 
and drawing turn evened 

aco. 





KTM, Facing License Loss, 
Bans FRC Criticism Talk 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Neal Jones, editor of the local 
‘Record,’ who is using the pulpit and 
the radio to tell the new policy of 
his paper failed to broadcast over 
KTM as scheduled when the station 
refused to allow him to use his pre- 
pared speech, 

George Martensen, manager, ob- 
jected to portions of the speech 
which were said to have criticised 
the Federal Radio commission. Edi- 
tor refused to allow deletion and 
pulled his time, 

Twist is that currently the sta- 
tion is in bad with the commission 
which is considering the withdrawal 
of its license. 








‘OLD BILL’S’ AUDISH 


Bruce Bainsfather and Charlie 
Coburn and their ‘Old Bill’ have 
been given the audish by the NBC 
program board, 

Network is working on a sustain- 





ing schedule for the act. 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


With the broadcasters talking among themselves about censorship of 
the air in connection with their problems of the future or present, they 
might commence their own more rigid censorship of plenty stuff now 
going over the ether that never should be turned lose. 

A lack of all judgment comes on @ program now and then, on the 
chains as well as independent stations. It was only the other day when 
the Ralston hour on NBC was telling children about ‘Magic Spinner,’ 
whatever that is. The announcer said something about if the children 
would get or repeat three words probably having something to do with 
the advertiser, ‘You will have good luck for all the rest of your life.’ 

Just what dumbbell thought of or approved this scheme to promote 
superstition on the young of course wasn't divulged. That's even worse 
than fortune telling. 








WJJD, Chicago, has been ap pointed ‘official station’ of the Chicago 
Retail Druggists Association and the Chicago and Cook County Retail 
Grocers Assn. This designation is given in return for WJJD promising 
to dedicate programs each week devoted to the interests of these two 
mercantile guilds. 

Significance of the tie-up is that WJJD is adopting its own local 
version of the high pressure merchandising organization used by WLW, 
Cincinnati. Latter station has 16 men constantly traveling about the 
countryside in trucks planting window-displays and similar sales push- 
ing on behalf of their advertisers. WLW system is the model of its 
kind. 

WJJD is seeking the good will of druggists and grocers believes it will 
ultimately build a strong ‘in’ on this market. 





Carnation Contented Program (21) was a departure in the type of 
divertissement identified with this sponsor. It was directed by Morgana 
L. Eastman but framed and conceived by Harold Stokes who took East- 
man’s place during the summer period, 

Ticklish intra-studio situation developed at NBC, Chicago, when 
Stokes was rehearsing his idea to submit via audition to Carnation 
whose president, Roberts, is a personal friend of Eastman. Possibly 
under the impression that skullduggery was afoot, musicians, singers, 
production officials, and others adopted a policy of passive non-co- 
operative resistence and made it very difficult for Stokes to carry 
through his conception. 





Metropolitan Opera singers otherwise not permitted to broadcast may 
do so under the arrangement with NBC which specifies that two spon- 
sors each year may bankroll Met broadcasts. A ‘franchise fee’ of $15,000 
must be paid by the advertiser—if any—to the Metropolitan for the 
privilege. After paying the 15 G’s, the advertiser can then sit down 
and talk over the terms for the talent, time, etc. Franchise is simply 
an added bonus over and above the individual contracts and other 
broadcasting expenses that may be involved. 

Up to now advertisers have sidestepped this opportunity as being 
too costly. Standard Oil of N. J. has Jeritza booked for Dec. 6 and 


Chaliapin for Dec. 13. 





At the insistence of the advertiser the staff of authors for Jack Benny’s 
material on the Canada Dry session has been augmented to three. 
Original gagman on the show was Harry W. Conn. 

When the show went CBS, Sid Silvers was not only added to the cast 
as foil for Benny but given a writing assignment. While the program 
was being broadcast from New Orleans the account complained that the 
script was in need of strengthening, with David Freedman, colaborator 
(Cantor) on the Chase & Sanborn stanza, now filling a similar niche 
for Canada Dry. 





Ring Lardner from his No Visitors, N. Y., confinement on a con- 
valescent’s bed has been ‘going after’ the ultra-sophisticated songs on 
the air, in his ‘New Yorker’ radio commentaries. Lardner seems to 
have a weakness for reading double entendre into pash ballads like 
‘As You Desire Me,’ ‘Paradise,’ etc. It’s been getting a certain amount 
of kickback at the networks but in the main they’re not as finicky, as 
Lardner seems to be, whether or not a lyric has a deeper or perhaps 
more literal boudoir suggestion. 





Young assistant in a Coast radio station found himself out of a job 
after waxing facetious with a phone caller who turned out to be the 
vice-president of a $1,000 a week account. V. p. asked for the head of 
the department who was out, with the assistant seeking to find out what 
the caller wanted. 

When the v. p. refused to divulge his business, the young fellow said: 
‘Say, what are you trying to do, sell us another blues singer?’ His 
dismissal followed. 





Chicago radio circles understand that Howard Thurston is limited to 
a single 13-week series over NBC for Swift’s Butter. It is figured the 
novelty value of a three months’ magic campaign will then be fully 
realized. Expensive headliner is also a factor. Thurston is getting 
$2,000 weekly. 

Tom Luckenbill, of J. Walter Thompson Agency, is handling Thurs- 


ton. 





CBS is building an auditions library of its own by recording programs 
given for prospective clients, When the proposed session is given a first 
hearing for an account, it’s piped into a recording laboratory about two 
blocks away from the Columbia studios and there stenciled in wax. 

Network uses the pressed disk for future auditions instead of bringing 


the attractions together again. 





W. L. Gleason, who has asked for a permit for a 5.000 watt station in 
Sacramento, Calif., is auditor of Don Lee, owner of KHJ, Los Angeles 
and KFRC, San Francisco, in the coast CBS chain. Belief is that Gleason 
is a dummy for Lee who is also trying to get the wave length of KTM, 
Los Angeles, for another station in that city. 


74 Hours of Radio 
Gossip Weekly in Chi 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
There will be plenty of radio chat- 
ter on the local air lines from this 





JEMIMA OPTIONED 


Big Tess Slated for 13 More Times 
—Also Nights 











Aunt Jemima has received an ad- 
ditional 13 weeks from Jad Salts. 
New term starts in January, when 
Big Tess will have rounded out a} 























year on that broadcast. 

The advertiser has applied to CBS 
for two night spots in addition to 
current time. Program is now on 
three times a week, afternoons only. 





Bittick Off KMTR 
Hollywood, Nov. 2.8 
Jimmy Bittick’s nine-piece or- 
chestra goes off {MTR this week as 
the station's staff combination. 
Replacement will be a 15-piece 
combo, not yet selected. 





week forward. Under a new ar- 
rangement WJJD will broadcast 15 
minutes a day of personality items 
about radio folks by Ed Fisher, edi- 
tor of ‘Radio Guide.’ 

Besides this Eddie and Fannie 
Cavanaugh devote a full hour daily 
over WIBO to telling the fans about 
radio entertainers. On Sunday 
Charles Gilchrist of the Chicago 
‘Daily News’ broadcasts radio chat- 
ter during the Monarch Mystery 
Tenor program, 
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NBC Asks CBS’ Support in Curbing ''NIQR EXECS 


Advertisers Own Talent Buying 





Alarmed by the increasing num- 
ber of ad agencies that are buying 
their talent outside, exclusively, 
NBC is taking steps to protect the 
existence of its own artists’ service 
by imposing a stiff production 
charge on commercial shows cast 
through other sources. As a pre- 
liminary move in this direction 
NBC has asked CBS to agree to 
take similar action. 

Though more money has_ been 
spent in commercial talent this sea- 
son than ever before in proportion 
to the number of bankrolled pro- 
grams on its schedule, NBC’s in- 
take from this source has been on 
a sharp downgrade. Instead of let- 
ting the network booking office ne- 
gotiate for the material it is figur- 
ing on, the average agency now 
buys its talent direct. 

Only When Necessary 

Several of the agencies 
the first 10 in broadcasting have 
made it a strict policy of doing 
their own buying, while others only 
do their booking through the net- 
works when they consider the in- 
termediary can save them time and 
money. Practically all of the agen- 
cies numbered among the top 10 
have become pretty well versed in 


among 








PICK PAT 


TUNE IN FOR A 
MILLION LAUGHS 


Known to the Radio World as 





‘Molasses and January’ 


in 
Maxwell House Show Boat 
WEAF, THURSDAYS, 9 P.M. 





! as 
‘Sooty & Box Car’ 
in 
Friendship Town 
WJZ, Tues. 9:30 p.m. 


PICK 


as 
a ‘Pick and Pat’ 


in 
Macy Minstrels 
WOR, Tues.8:30 pm. | 


PAT 














TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 








WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” — 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? 























ON WEAF 
AND WOR 


on 
estor 


HOTEL LEXINGTON 


48th St. at Lexington Av. 
NEW YORK 
VICTOR RECORDS 


how to get in contact direct with 
likely mike candidates not on net- 
work lists, some of them maintain- 
ing a voluminous card index con- 
taining names, background and sal- 
laries. 

Of the recent big money comics 
brought to the ether by a commer- 
cial only one was _= signatured 
through network efforts. That was 
Al Jolson on the Chevrolet show. 
General Motors, with one exception, 
the previous Buick show, has al- 
ways preferred to let the network 
do the program framing. 

Practice at NBC now is to toss 
in the services of the announcer or 
announcers free if the program tal- 
ent is bought through the network. 


Crosby with Chesterfield 
Twice Wkly at $2,000; 





Bing Crosby steps into the Ches- 
terfield show Jan. 1 at $2,000 for 
two programs a week. Contract 
gives him 13 weeks on the CBS 
ciggie account in the spot now filled 
by the ‘Street Singer.’ 

Slated to replace the Boswell Sis- 
ters on the session with the turn of 
the year is Fannie Brice, with Fred- 
die Rich likely taking over the or- 
chestral assignment from Nat Shil- 
kret. Account hasn’t as yet made 
up its mind about retaining Ruth 
Etting, but it’s expected she'll stay. 

Chesterfield considered moving 
over to NBC with the expiration of 
the present CBS contract, Dec. 31, 
but the NEC policy acquiescing 
with Lucky Strike’s objection to 
having competition on the same 
chain, discouraged the idea. 





~~ a 


Hi-Jinks Boeker Suing 


KFWB for Commish) 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Charging that Warner FProthers 
Broadcasting Co. (KFWB) is in ar- 
rears on commish payments for 
booking the Hi-Jinks Sunday night 
hour, Eleanor Germo is suing the 
ether firm for $840. 

Suit revealed that the popular 
program using a 16-piece orchestra 
and several acts is costing its spon- 
sors only $400. Miss Germo charges 
she booked 53 periods on a 15% 
basis, but received only $2,340 from 
WB. 





Marxes Not in Chi 
Nov. 28. 

Marx Brothers’ broadcast for the 
Standard Oil of New Jersey will not 
be outleted in Chicago. This may 
be due to the Standard Oil of In- 
diana having a program in pros- 
pect. 

Several midwestern stations out- 
side Chicago will carry the Marx 
show. 


Chicago, 


ANDREWS ON STAFF 


San Francisco, Novy. 28. 





KFRC as singing comedian. 
He was 
band. 


Young Adv. Agency Radio 





|; the production men of the networks, 


Andy Andrews has joined staff of | crets 


last with Jimmy Joy’s | mere engineering details make them 


| legit, or pictures, with years of ex- 








WR N.B-G NETWORK. BILTMORE HOTEL. 


RADIO STARS 7 
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| perience make suggestions the radio 


understand radio!’ 


PHOMORIC “SHOWMEN 








| 
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GET ol TOUGH 


By Artists 


+ 





‘Experts’ in Two Years 
Saturated with Skepti- 
cism, Ennui, and Self-Im- 
portance — Stun Experi- 
enced Performers with 
Glib Decisions 


ALWAYS BELITTLIN’ 





Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Al Jolson—not so hot. 
Eddie Cantor—he’s through. 
Ed Wynn—falling off. 
Jack Benny—terrible. 
Burns and Allen—stale. 
Kate Smith—old stuff. | 
Mills Brothers—atrocious. 
Above summary, and not so ex- 
aggerated as it may read and sound, 
is a pretty reliable cross-section of 
the mental attitude of the world’s 
hardest boiled radio critics, the 


junior executives of the advertis- 





ing agencies. 

These dumb young men 
town, two years out of 
have all the answers’ cross-in- 
dexed. They brush aside world 
famous personalities with a flourish 
of the hand, they casually announce 
the termination of this star’s career 
or that celeb’s vogue, and they give 
without hesitation or self-doubt 
pontifical opinions on any and all 
questions affecting show business. 

A few short years ago these 
sophomoric showmen would have 
trembled with nervous excitement 
at the prospect of meeting a star 
personally. They spent their 
month’s allowance as college boys 
to buy tickets to see them and 
laughed heartily at the comedians 
they now blithely dismiss. 

Expense Accounts 

Show folks are being stunned 
daily even in a comparatively 
provincial town like Chicago at the 
impenetrable ennui of these young 
men who take care of the details 
of programs. Most of the lads have 
gotten that way because their agen- 
allow them expense accounts 
they have become gadabouts 
consiantly circulating in theatres, 
cafes, and theatrical hangouts. 
They seemed to have picked up the 
worst aspects of show business, its 
slang, its tendency to be satirical. 
At the same time the junior execs 
don’t understand either the spirit 
or the fundamentals of the craft of 
entertaining. 

One smart Alexander’ recently 
telephoned a $5,000 a week star and 
said: ‘I just called you up to tell 
you I don’t think your program 
last night jelled.’ 

Mysterious Microphone 

Radio execs, and that takes in 
the older ones in the agencies and 


about 
college, 


cies 
and 


have a fixed opinion that. because 
there are certain technological se- 
about the proper way to 
whisper into a sound box these 


showmen, When stars from vaude, 


smile sympathetically and 
‘Oh, you don't 


gentry 
infuriatingly reply, 


This notion that radio is so rad- 
ically different from all other forms 
of public divertissement is rapidly 
getting spattered with disrepute. 
Show people contend that there are 
two fundamentals. First, every- 
thing is limited to sound. 
it’s a family audience and musi al- 
ways be catered to as such. Show 
people feel that there’s nothing very 


Second, 


Two Standard Oils Flirt 
With 30 Min. Operettas | 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
While Standard Oil of New Jersey 
is reported set for a series of con- 
densed operettas produced by Mil- 
ton Aborn in New York. Standard 
Oil of Indiana, last week auditioned 
a similar type of program locally. 
In view of similarity it is unlikely 
the Chicago deal will be closed. 
‘Katinka,’ adapted and presented 
by Alexander Wilde and G. H. Well- 
ner for McCann-Erickson here is 
the first of a series they are trying 
to sell for 30 minutes weekly spon- 
sorship. McJunkin’s also auditioned 
program. 


Postal Tel. in 
Radio Filed as 
AT&T Rival 


Postal Telegraph has entered the 
broadcast hookup field as 








a com- 


; are not to 


Restricted Disc Broadcasting 


Pleases Disc Cos. 


On the Jascha Heifetz-Victor test 


case that the artist can prevent 


records, the 
feel that 
they now have a legal precedent to 


broadcasting of his 
phonograph companies 
restrain the promiscuous etherizing 
It’s been the bane of the 
from 


of dises. 


business several angles, 


Repeated broadcastings of any 


popular artist’s discs do that artist 
no good. Too often, the artist may 
be making a personal appearance, 


singing the very repertoire which 


the jerkwater 
ming 


stations are drum- 


into the ears of the house- 
holds in that vicinity. 

The 
the protests of the artists are more 
effective than their own in curbing 
this radioing of records situation. 
Disc have gotten to- 
gether specially labeled al)l 
records, on their face, that the dises 
be broadcast. 

Beside hurting sales, phonograph 
companies are now in the radio 
transcription business, and that, 
too, is thus affected. There ar 
special recordings ; 


phonograph companies Say 


companies 
and 


and these should be confined to the 
mike, it is stated. 





petitor to the American T. & T. 


with the formation of the Empire 





3roadcasting System, regional net- 


work. Empire will consist of sta- 
tions located in New York state, 


with the regional broadcasts orig- 
inating from WOR or WMCA in 
New York City. 

Making up the nucleus of the 
link are WIBX, Utica, and WSYR, 
Syracuse. Agreements that will 
bring four other New York outlets 
strategically spotted into the net- 
work are now being negotiated and 
the joining of this quartet will like- 
ly be announced by the end of the 
current week. 


“Believe It or Not?” 











(With apologies to Mr. Ripley) 
When you INSURE you bet the 
insurance company you are 
going to die—they bet you are 
going to live! 

But, really—you don’t have to 
die to collect insurance as long 
as you live. 


jeans 






INCORPORATED 


“INSURANCE — 


1674 EROADWAY 
NEW - YORK - CITY 


information without obligation to radie folk 





Telephone line linking of these 
stations in the Empire web will be 
done by Postal, with the Empire 
connection serving Postal as a 
wedge for cutting in on the monop- 
oly of the broadcasting wire busi- 
ness held up to now by A. T. & T. 

Reported as slated to play an im- 
portant part in the development of 
the network is an eastern news- 
paper chain (not Hearst, who is 
also after his own chain) interested 
in acquiring an ether mouthpiece, 
either through affiliation or buy-in, 
in each town it has a daily. Char- 
ter obtained by the Empire system 
describes it as a _ co-operative, 
profit-shaing venture, with Scott 
Howe Bowen named as president. 
Bowen is a radio station represen- 
tative enaged in the business of 
placing ‘time’ for spot broadcasting. 





eastern end they'd have 


company. 


plenty of 


Obviously the influence and 
prestige of having even a tentative 
authority over programs makes 
these newly-crowned ‘experts’ the 
object of plenty of toadyism and 
sycophancy. What most of them 
fail to understand is the real rea- 
sons for what they are prone to} 
accept as deference to their men- 








tality. Lt 
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hard to grasp about these require- 
ments, 
Pretensions to importance by the 
inior execs is naturally more in- 
congruous and amusing in Chicago 


a poor second in radio broadca 
n other types of shov usi 
in New York. On the 


< than 
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New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first 


time, or resuming commercially 





TUESDAY, NOY. 29 
‘Five Star Musicale’ (CBS). An- 
other of the S. O. of N. J. series. 
with Joe Bonine batoning a 35- 
piece symphonic orchestra and John | 
Charles Thomas heading the vocal- 
ists. Originating from WABC 
N. Y., 10 to 10.30 p. m., EST. 
*The Barbasol Program’ (NBC) 


Barbas»! Company switches the 
talent setup of its session from Ray 


Perkins and the Peter Van Steeden 
orchestra to Carson Robinson and | 
His Pioneers (John and Bill Mitch- 
ell and Pearl Pickens) in hillbilly 
specialties. New contract is for 13 | 
weeks and includes 17 stations on 
the red neiwork. Originating from | 
WEAF, N. Y., Tuesday and Thurs- 
days, 7.39 to 7.45 p. m. EST. 


WEDNESDAY, Nov. 30 


‘Famous Authors Sketches’ (NBC) 
Third of the Standard Oil of N. J. 


weekly series, with such contempo- 
raries as Fannie Hurst, Rex Beach 
and Octavus Roy Cohen being in 
tervieéwed and one of their stories 
dramatized. Originating from WJZ 
N. Y.; 7.39 to 8 p. m., BST. 
THURSDAY, DEC. 1 


*‘Aborn 
(CBS). 


Light Opera Company’ 
fourth of the Standard Oil 
of N. J. shows, presenting as 
first of a series of weekly 
‘The Merry Widow.’ 
from WABC, N. Y.., 
EST. 


revivals 


10 to 10.30 p. m. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 2 
‘Charlie Chan’ (NBC). Fifth and 
final show of the Standard Oil of 
N. J. series dramatizes Earl Derr 
Biggers detective adventures, orig- 
inating from WJZ, N. Y¥., 7.80 to 8 

Pp. m., EST, 
SUNDAY, 
‘Jergens Presents Walter 
chell’ (NBC), 


Win- 
Lotion maker has ‘the 
columnist tabbed for 26 weekly 
broadcasts. Originates out of WJZ, 

. ¥., from 9.30 to 9.45 p. m., EST, 
an ig over the southwest, south, cen- 











the | 


Originating | 


tral, mountain and Orange links 
from 11.15 to 11.30 p. m. 
MONDAY, DEC. 5 

‘Voice of Firestone’ (NBC). Re- 
turn of the Firestone Tire series 
will have Lawrence Tibbett and 
Richard Crooks alternating on the 
weekly programs. Originating from 


| WEAF, N. Y., 8.30 to 9 p. m., 
with a rebroadcast over the Pacific 
coast link at 11.50 EST 


HOWARDS REPLACE GEO. 
PRICE; GONE HOLLYW'D? 





| Chase & Sanborn Tea stanza | 
but | 

' * 
along | tem during number also helped cus- 


NBC Jan. 4, 
does not go 
and Eugene How- 
most probable candi- | 
'dates for the program, which is | 
slated for a half hour Wednesda 
nights. Contract with NBC stipu- | 
i lates 13 weeks. 
Substitution of another 
for Price is ‘largely due to differ- 
jences over the routing of the pro- 
gram, now on CBS. Understood | 
i that Price let himself be influenced | 
by his fan mail, with the result that 
he insisted on doing things his way 
and’ not as the account deemed ad- 
visable. 


Judith Waller’s Religious 


j;moves over to 

| Georgie Price 
with it. Willie 

lard are the 


{ 
name act} 











DEC. 4 | 





WABG—CBS Network 
from 


Hollywood Restaurant 
New York | 
indefinitely 
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FLETCHER 


Job, Like John Royal’s 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 


In,an effort to simplify control of 
religious and educational sustaining | 
Judith Waller, of WMAQ 
NEC to ex- j 


programs, 
has been designated by 


EST, | 





Chains’ Extreme | 


Tenors at $50 a week and so- 
pranos at $365 are the other 
extreme of the chain broad- 
easter’s stipends to the unob- 
vocalizers who plug the 
and other waits. 


trusive 


2x Im. 














Exploitation 


(Continued from page 23) 


It even drew special news- 


| staged. 


| paper notices in addition to extra | 


‘crowds. Florists who donated the 
$3,000 display, replenishing flowe 
daily, were satisfied with ifncon- 
spicuous name cards on baskets and 
'a framed testimonial written by the 
obliging mayor. 

Theatre built up the idea further 
by having Maurice Spitalny’s pit 
orchestra play a special ‘Bouquet of 
Roses’ overture for week. Dropping 
essence of roses in ventilating sys- 
both the show 


tomers remember 


; and exhibit for some time. 


Building Thriller 


State theatre, Lincoln, Neb., used 
the gag of advertising for a woman 
alone in theatre at night for 
a private screening of ‘Ola Dark 
House,’ to get her reaction. About 
100 women applied for the chance 
to earn the $10 hung up as a re- 
ward, and the selection was made 
at one of the regular shows. 

Whether or not the special show 
followed immediately is not stated, 
but this would be the ideal stunt to 
use, selecting the candidate imme- 
diately after the last night show 
and then dismissing the audience 
with only the single woman remain- 
ing. Pretty certain that a lot of 
_ the crowd will hangraround the lob- 
| bY for a time at least, to hear if she 


to sit 


ells, and then go out the next day 
land tell the other folks about it. It 
will help build..wp: the stunt and 
bring in more talk for very little 
| mbre effort. 

Yuletide Tieup 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 
Timely tieup and at the same 


ercis® suzerainty from thée Chicago 
end. Her recommendation: pro and 
con ‘are th carry practically conclu- 
sive weicht * 

| Similar authority in ‘New York is 
now one of John Royal’s chores. 


1932 PERFECT YEAR 


$un Spots Made R Radio Ideal—'33 
Promises Trouble 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 

From the engineering standpoint 
the year 1932 was the :best in radio 
history. Reception was clearest, 
Static reduced to a minimum, and 
broadcasting conditions nearly per- 
fect. 

Radio reacts to sun spots and 
other astronomical phenomena in 
seven year cycles. Next ‘perfect’ 
year for the ether waves will be 
1939. 

Engineers expect to have plenty 
of trouble during 1933 as the year 
following the zenith point is gen- 
erally the worst. 








Theme Song Trouble 
Cleveland, Nov. 27. 
Although ‘Here We Are’ has been 
ithe radio theme song for Merle 
| Jacobs’ band since it came out, 
NBC has notified Jacobs to discon- 
tinue using the tune on the air. 
Network claims Reis and Dunn 
have exclusive rights. 
‘Here We Are’ has involved 
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Jacobs, now playing at Hollenden’s 
|Crystal Room over WTAM, in a 
series of musical controversies ever 
since he adopted the song for an 
hagerery and closing number back 
in 1926. Team of Al and Pete first 
tried to take the song away from 
| Cleveland bandman a couple of 
| years ago. 


ILLNESS CANCELS 
Reading, Pa., Nov. 28. 
Because of the illness of George 
B. Brown, of ‘Thompkins Corner 
radio stage show, its booking for 





Rajah, this city, in November 








cancelled for at least two months. 
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The Lone Star of Texas 
Will Soon Be a Nationally 
Known Star on Radio 


| THE TEXAN 


The Sweetest Voice in the World 





Harline Off KHJ Staff 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Leigh Harline has resigned as 
staff arranger and organist at KHJ. 


| time a strong good will builder 


Was | 


has 
been successfully pulled off by the 
F-WC Arlington: here; Going at 
it in a .big way, District Manager 
Dick Dickson lined up a few film 
names, induced the newspapers and 
city officials to co-operate and was 
successful in rounding up groceries 
valued at $2,500 at the special mid- 
night food show. 

Admission was exclusively with 
articles of food, or cash donations 
with which to purchase food. Al 
Herman, m.c.’d and Joyce Compton, 
Juanita Hansen and others auc- 
tioned off gifts, the proceeds of 
which were also devoted toward 
food purchasés. 

Stunt clicked so well that steps 
have already been taken for a toy 
tieup with the local fire department 
for the Xmas season, 


Sourdoughs Sell 
Seattle. 

For ‘Klondike’ (Sheffield) Liberty 
has great sourdough front, shooting 
the works with whittling contests 
by taree recruited from unemployed 
ranks, for prize. Men dressed in 
parkas; also 10-team malamute 
huskies, with outfit and three-piece 
old-time Alaskan ‘orchestra’ singing 
and playing out front. On street, 
old donkey paraded main drags with 
suitable signs on ribs. 





Was Prosperous 


Washington, Nov. 28. 
Local Loew publicity boys went to 
town on ‘Prosperity’ with most 


elaborate campaign ever pulled here. 
Practically every idea man in or- 
ganization had hand in ballyhoo. 

Best stunt was pasting pennies 
and nickles on small cards and 
passing them out in front of the- 
atre with ‘Prosperity’ tie-up. Hearst 
papers furnished prosperity bulle- 
tins daily for billboard in lobby. All 
City Cabs carried signs in addition 
to restaurant menus, wrestling pro- 
grams, buses, and drug and small 
grocery stores, 

Boys engineered : announcements 
over three of four local radio sta- 
tions and ‘telephone correct-time 
numbers. Leaflets in form of stock 
certificates were stacked on coun- 
ters all over downtown section. 

Most direct thrust at opposition 
was in placing 105-foot banner on 
side of theatre across from Earle 
with arrow pointing to ‘Palace’ box 
office. Sign read ‘Prosperity Is Just 
Around Corner. Took banner down 
second day, but damage was done. 


Mechanical Man Stunt 
San Diego, Cal. 
F-WcC houses here and in the Im- 





He joins Walt Disney to work on 
the music of the Mouse’ 
i shorts, 





‘Mick y 
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IN VERFECT HARMONY 


KELLER SISTERS and LYNCH 


5th MONTH—WOR—TWICE WEEKLY 


esday 
Direction CHAS, 


LOVELY VOICES 


and Thursday 
MORRISON 


perial Valley towns are using F. M. 
| Ross, the ‘mechanical man’ for lobby 
‘xploitation. Ross impersonates a 
ch wacter in the picture and emu- 
ites the action of certain sequences 
a ballyhoo adjacent to the b. o. 


unt usually draws a heavy mob 
lot the curious, 
Three on Match 
Hollxwoad. 
For “Three on a Matcir at War- 


‘ners’ Hollywood, cards with a single 


rs | in via the C ‘anal, Dec. 


2ubinofr renewed for ‘33 by Chase 
& Sanborn. 

Alice Joy is one young radio star 
who stresses rather than soft-pedals 
the fact she is the mother of two 
children, 

St. Regis, New York, hotel 
maestro, Anson Weeks’ family due 
$8, along with 
‘Frisco 





the wives of three of the 
band’s members 

William O'Neal, who is builder- 
uppering on CBS, goes General 
Motors commercially Jan. 4. 

Eton Boys are filling the male 
harmony spot in the Jacques Renard 
unit now playing vaudeville. 

Saturdays between 11 and 12 noon 
is now auditioning time for mike 
candidates at the CBS home office. 
Revised arrangement oke ail around 
as it doesn’t interfere with football 
game attendance, 

Dick Richards, WJR, Detroit, 
prexy, in and around New York for 
a week. 

Columbia Pictures Corp. only dis- 
trib hooked up with an indie New 
York outlet, putting on two or three 


'dramatizations of its screenplay re- 


leases a week. 


KFRC, San Francisco, has women 
as both traffic and production man- 
agers. Former is Dorothy Gillespie 
and latter Merle Mathew. 

Chester Lauck and Norris Goff 
(‘Lum and Abner’) over NBC net- 
work, new sustaining feature for 
WTAM in Cleveland. 

Art Cook, former 
WXYZ, in Detroit, 
his dance band and spotted 
Golden Pheasant, Cleveland. 


announcer for 
has reorganized 
it at 


Ed R. Smith, who was WJY’s first 
dramatist in Schenectady, has 
hooked up with WJAR for new 


series of poetical programs. 
Practical joker scorched Stanley 
Babington, announcer for WHK, 


Shuler Ban Stands 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

Federal Radio Commission’s bar- 
ring of Rev. Robert P. Shuler from 
the airlanes has been upheld by the 
District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
peals, Ruling declared that the evi- 
dence sustained the Commission's 
conclusion, in refusing Dr. Shuler a 
renewal of his KGEF, Los Angeles, 
license, that the continuance of the 
minister’s programs would not be 
in the public's best interests. 

In confirming the FRC reasons for 
giving Dr. Shuler the thumbs-down, 
the court cited the clergyman’'s al- 





religious organizations,” and ‘at- 
tempt to ebstruct the orderly ad. | 
ministration of donate 


ANS, FEE PROTEST 
Oct. 20. 
Passenger vessels trading along 
the Australian coast and using radio 
for the entertainment of passengers, 
pay through the various steamship 
companies to the A.P.R.A., ten shill- 
ings and sixpence for every 50 pas- 
sengers per year, with a minimum 
annual fee of five pounds. 
Steamship Owners’ Federation has 
protested against the charges, 
claiming that ship music was not 
played for profit. A.P.R.A., submit- 
ted that entertainments in saloons 
of passenger vessels were public 
performances under the copyright 
act, Six cents per day was charged 
for each ship. 
match clipped on were distributed 
at all cigar stores. Text sought to 
break down the three on a match 
custom, saying that the reason for 
smashing the superstition could be 
found in the picture, 





Sydney, 





Using the Teletype 
Los Angeles. 








As a part of the RKO Golden 
Jubilee dress Hillstreet installed a 
teletype in the lobby to receive 
congratulatory messages, which 
were thumb-tacked on a _ bulletin 
board. Lobby entrance was done in 
gold in keeping with a 50th anni- 
versary, Teletype, with a femme in 
charge, attracted the crowds. 


leged use of the station to ‘attack | 
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Cleveland, by giving immigration 
officials a hokum tip that he was 
an alien with Bolsheyistic leanings, 
U. 8S. officials nailed Babington at 
the station, made him nearly miss 
his Thanksgiving dinner, but an- 
nouncer luckily found birth cer. 
tificate proving he'd been born in 


Detroit. 
Mid-West 





Red Foley played the Tivoli and 
Max Terhune played the Uptown 
Chicago, the same week. Both are 
from WLS. 


Al Cohn, cwner of Lady Esther 
Powder, sponsors of Wayne King 
orchestra, is driving around Chi- 
cago in the super-elegant special 
auto that used to belong to ex- 
emperor Samuel Insull. 


Jane Froman appearing at the 
B&K Oriental, couldn’t sing on the 
regular week'y WGN, Chicago, pro- 
gram because NBC won't let its 
artists give aid or comfort to the 
enemy. 


George Ratt, Paramount’s slicker, 
invited Chicago women over WGN 
to meet him in the alley and he'd 
kiss ’em. Station didn’t like it, 
Feminine reaction unreported. 

Jack Turner, baritone, NBC 
working at 9:45 instead of 7 
from WMAQ. 

Wallace Butterworth nursed a 
troublesome appendix all last week 
but escaped an operation, Other 
NBC announcers on the sick list 
were Gene Rouse and Forest Wal- 
lace, flu victims. 

Clarence L. Menser rehearses 
dramatic skits at: NBC, Chicago, 
with the rich vocabulary and pic- 
turesque vehemence of a musical 
comedy stage director. 

Leonard Dubkin, former editor of 
‘Radio Guide,’ now press agenting. 

Tom!Fizdale’ abed with sniffles. 


nete- 
p.m, 
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TOM KENNEDY 
“VORKO” 
403. Palace Theatre Bldg. 
NEW YORK CITY 
CHARLIE JOUNNIE 


JORDAN WOODS 
Radio Ballyhooligans 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
(Week of Dec. 2nd) 


RADIO RUBES 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORE 
(Week of Dec. 9th) 
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Featured on the Sweetheart Soap 
program every Wednesday, 11:4) 
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_ Broadway crowd Thanksgiving 
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. Little Bits from the Air 








Julius Tannen was the outstander 
of the Fleischmann’s Yeast hour 
over WEAF Thanksgiving, though 
the nominal star was from the Met 
Most air tuner-inners had he ard 
Pons in the afternoon and a lesser 
star lost her brilliancy. Tannen has 
an ingrating delivery, some crisp 
talk and a nice sense of timing. 


George Price’s punny 
humor, especially as evidenced on 
his Thanksgiving night Chase & 
Sanborn tea program, wasn't par- 
ticularly funny. It was below par 
and, judging from the recent samples 
of his and other comedians’ efforts, 
ii’s some sort of an object lesson 


‘on the headaches which must beset 


any original type of air entertainer, 
considering the problem of getting 
suitable script material. 

A too fickle public doesn’t want 

to know the whys and wherefores 
of these preparatory problems for 
ether continuity, and, in truth, gives 
it little attention perhaps. All they 
eonsciously or unconsciously absorb 
is the impression that either the 
stuff is oke or not. Apart from the 
Broadway-minded quota, few of the 
laity even give a thought to such 
little things as the sundry rami- 
fications that are associated with 
the preparation of any radio pro- 
rem, 
2 Price happened to exceed some of 
the most lenient standards on this 
particular broadcast, going beau- 
coup below par. 


An extraordinary broadcast was 
John P; Gambling’s handling of the 
af- 
ternoon in front of the Hotel Astor 
where, at the crossroads of the 
world, the WOR announcer inter- 
viewed passers-by and induced them 


* to step-up to the mike and tell the 


sense of | 








Eddie 
Leonard 


(The Beleved Minstrel) 


and Eddie 


Leonard 
Jr. 
(The Lovable Singer 
and Company) 


HOTEL CHALFONTE 
200 West 70th St. 
Trafalgar-7 0700 
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—| Experience” 


WOR Daily at 12 Noon 
Also Saturday 6:30 to 7 P.M. 





An unusual series, running the 








L entire gamut of human emotions 
Management 
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ART LINICK 


In His Original Character 


‘MR. SCHLAGENHAUER’ 


Sponsored by TASTYEAST 


6 P. M. to 3:15 P. M. CST 
WBBM—Chicago 














world what 


them. 

Such broadcasts are as danger- 
ous as they are interesting, but it’s | 
obvious just wherein they are 
fraught with danger. The risk of | 
offending public taste or creating 
a bad impression, through the utter- 
ances of irresponsible interviewees, 
is too great. Fortunately, it worked 
out okay, just as it did when Ted 
Liusing for the CBS did the same 
stunt in interviewing the man on} 
the street on his presidential pref- | 
erences during the 
periods. 

Gambling was fortunate in pick- 
ing up a variegated galaxy of hu- 
mankind, with and without dialect, 
and, under his expert pacing, it was 
obvious that he could also meet any 
emergency by killing the mike if it 
became necessary. 


the holiday meant to 


| 


campaigning | 


Gentleman Gypsy is a sort of silly 
billing for. the maestro of the Madi- 


son hotel string ensemble which 
gives out luncheon music of the 
magyar vintage. Isn't he Bela 
Lublov by name? And if so, why 
not say so? 

They're a nifty string combvy, 


their Continental airs from 
east side (N. Y.) with eclat 
an@ distinction. [t’s a welcome mid- 
day interlude, serving as WEAF’s 
contrast to WABC’s Buddy Harrod’s 
jazzique from a Broadway chow- 
meinery. Harrod, incidentally, is 
one of the air’s most prolific ether- 
izers, and has the same opportuni- 
ties for building as did B. A. Rolfe 
when the latter's Patais d'Or noon- 
day sessions brought him to such 
forceful attention some years ago. 


Abe Lyman was on twice Thurs- 
day night, on two commercials; his 
regular Phillips quarter hour and on 
the Lucky Strike program. »-How- 
ever, it’s getting to be so nowadays 
that Jack Pearl dominates the L. 8. 
hour, regardless of the band: Wal- 
ter O’Keefe’s okaying is still oke, 
but Pearl has rapidly come to the 
fore as a big comedy name with his 
Baron Muenchausenisms, The Dutch 
dialectician has reacned the stage 
where his catch-phrase comedy is 
becoming a by-word. 


plaving 
the chic 





Phillips’ ‘Hot from Hollywood 
studio chatter, in pseudo-cooperation 
with the United Artists studio, is 
silly. Especially when the ma- 
jority of names are non-UA, Or, as 
most New Yorkers must have known, 
Maurice Chevalier wasn’t in his 
dressing room Thursday, as was an- 
nounced, since Rudy Vallee opened 
the Thanksgiving bill that day, 
cutting the French comedian’s stay 
at the Par short by one day. Little 
things like those get big squawks 
from fans who take their ether seri- 
ously. 

Beaucoup special holiday programs 
Thursday, with Paul Whiteman’s 
afternoon concert from the Biltmore 
still rating as the most ultra. 

Whiteman has reached the stage 
where his prowess is accepted as a 
matter of course, with the paradoxi- 
cai result that the radio scribblers 
dwell more on the up-and-comers 
and slight the bulwarks of the air. 





Al Bernard, vet radio and record 
singer, remembered for his partner- 
ship with Frank Kamplain, the 
yodeler, is apparently on the build- 
up via WEAF, getting a Saturday 
night ‘Minstrel Man’ spotting. 

Bernard's Dixie style of warbling 
is featured amidst the minstrel fol- 
de-rol with A Shelley acting as 
straight and the Joseph Stopak 
Minstreleers as the musical back- 
ground. Said background also in- 
cludes accordion specialties such as 
‘St. Louis Blues,’ and vocals by 
Bernard, one or two of his own 
writing. 

Ted Weems has a nice dance 
style. This is exemplified on his 
own periods from the Hotel Pennsy 
grill where Weems is now esconsed, 
seemingly with the prime purpose 
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AND HIS N.B.C. 
This Week STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
at Grand Terrace Cafe, Chicago 
EDWARD FOX 


| 
> se 
| 


EARL HINES |: 


| twosome to 
act. 


ORCHESTRA j 








|opportunity to show 


of giving out a judicious campaign 
of plugging for the Statler hostelry. 
Being capable of handling dialog, 
Weems does it in an ingratiating 
manner, 


He is also Jack Benny's new mu- 


sical background, vice the George 
Olsenites, and in every respect sat- 
isfyineg. 


Nino Martini, Sicilian tenor, made 
his re-entry on CBS as one of the 
items in Andre Kostelanz’s ‘Mel- 
ody Pictures’ program Friday night | 
(25). Though limited to one solo 
and a choral accompaniment to the 
‘On the Trail’ movement from Fer- 
die Grofe’s ‘Grand Canyon Suite,’ 
the operatic specialist had ampie 
his stuff. 
set of tones, 


was a clear, balanced 


|with a sweep and a flourish and sus- 


tained power that registers smooth- 
ly on the loudspeaker. 

Into this sustaining affair, rating 
as one of the best of its kind on 
either national chain, Martini fits 
neatly and his chances of making 
an impression are better while con- 
nected with it than were the net- 
work to put him on solo 
buildup. 


Chase & Sanborn Sunday 
night shifted the background of Ed- 
die Cantor’s antics to a mythical 
kingdom called ‘Neurasthenia.’ And 
as a comedy script the thing had 
all the earmarks of the nervous ail- 
ment itself. It was vapid, awk- 
wardly contrived stuff all the way 
through, with most of the cracks 
not only debilitated from age but 
over-strained by the effort to fit 
them into situations where they 
didn't belong. 

Most blahish of all were the trial 
bits. Futility of the script must 
have impressed itself upon Eddie 
Cantor himself during the broadcast, 
judging from the laugh reactions 
from the sideline audience in the 
studio. 

Clocking here couldn’t have given 
him more than an average of a 
giggle to every six gaglines. Past 
five programs had the comic strong- 
ly on the rebuild, but just one more 
‘Neurasthenia’ script and the board 
will be cleared for him to start all 
over again. 


Hecker-O Flour pulled a nifty bit 
of enterprise on its Friday (25) epi- 
sode of ‘The Luck of Joan Chris- 
topher’ (WOR, Newark), when it 
wove a Pauline Lord appearance 
into the proceedings. Mechanics 
accounting for her invitation into 
the episode could have been less 
awkwardly contrived but the results 
nevertheless were all to the pro- 
gram’s good. 

Miss Lord's 
Late Christopher Bean,’ 
plug in passing. 


current play, ‘The 
duly got its 





Nice trio of chamber music is that 
Kompinsky threesome on WABC of 
Sunday a. m’s. They’re Sarah, 
Manuel and Alex Kompinsky. 





On WEAF shortly thereafter is 
the Russian Symphonic Choir, an 
ambitious choral combination, 
which -best fits into the early Sun- 
day time assignments. 





Downey, Loew’s 


With his network contract now 
all straightened out, Morton Dow- 
ney resumes for Loew, under CBS 
booking auspices. 

Opens at the Valencia, Jamaica, 
Dec. 2, 





His | 
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NBC-Fleischmann Showing’ Gag No 
Longer Works—Acts Ask How Come? 








for the | 


+ —— 
RADIO EXCHANGE NBC's attempts to induce acts to 
<o on the Fleischmann Thi day 
| Claude etek Has Clearing Hource | aoe a : eo? ea : show 
Lined Up might breadcasts tor ne py - 
Ti ings,’ whi were quite suc sful 
Claude Bostock, former vaude / at first, lately have been running 
agent, has organized the Radio Ex- | up against refusals by the talent to 
change, Inc., with the intention of | fall for the ‘big opportunity’ sales 
making this a clearing house for |! ta) x. 
| talent, advertisers and ad azencies. | :, ; 
poet ¢ 1] tine a , . } In going after free material the 
steac ot coat t - 4 commission 
from the act. as Bostock has it network artist bureau has been spe- 
mapped out, the exchange will bill | cializing in vaudevillians, particue 
>» na wtiser ¢ Ivica rrere > , : 
the advertiser a service charge Of | Jarly those who are known to be 
10% for nexotiating the booking. | ; ‘ : an 
On the exchange’s staff are How- | )°*?™ PS for the ether opening. The 
ard Sneby, formerly with Mrs. | canvass is to the effect that getting 
Henry B. Harris in legit, as head of on the Fleischmann program, even 
the dramatic department; Howard for nothing, is akin to playing the 
Davis, formerly with Red Seal rec- | Palace in the old days, and the offer 
ords, in charge of the concert art- | Presents an opportunity that 


(27) | 


ists bookings; Nicholas Devore, in 
charge of the musical and literary 
rights department; and Arthur E. 
Denman, former Keith booker, han- 
dling popular entertainment. 


DOWNEY’S 1ST (Bs 107, 





BOOKINGS—IT WAS 20% 


Morton Downey opens for Loew 
Jan. 2 at the Valencia, Jamaicaa, L. 
I., with another week, at the Capitol, 
New York, to. follow on Jan. 16. 
Both are at $4,000. In between he 
plays three dys (13-14-15) for War- 
ners at the Ritz, Elizabeth, on per- 
centage. 

At the Capitol Downey will be on 
the same bill with Paul Whiteman’s 
band, of which he ws once a mem- 
ber. 

The stage dates were arranged 
for Downey by CBS under its new 
10% agreement with the singer. 





/ 000. 
0/ | ured out that the gratis bids 


shouldn't be passed up. 

For a time this convincer worked, 
giving the advertiser through its 
ad agency, J. Walter Thompson, a 
pretentious name line-up weekly on 
a moderate budget of $2,000 to $3,- 
But lately the acts have fig- 

are 
merely opening feelers and that if 
they hadn't been designated by the 
agency as prospects in the first 
place, they wouldn't have been ap- 
proached. 

The system is to offer the acts 
nothing at the start, making any 
money offer later sound big. 

In the past few weeks acts and 
agents have been questioning the 
network’s motive in encouraging 
special salary favors for Fleisch- 
mann’s benefit. It’s either to make 
an impression with the ad agency 
for the future, or to keep outside 
artists’ reps from stepping into the 


Fleischmann. program bookings, they 
think. 




















Network formerly collected 20 on his 
outside bookings. 





WONS’ $1,500 


From Loew’s—Has Keenan 
Phillips With Him 


and 





Tony Wons starts his tour for 
Loew in the N. Y. area at the Bou- 
levard Dec. 20. Following the Bronx 
date he will play five successive 
weeks at $1,500 per. 


With Wons in the act are the 





and 


piano duo, Peggy Keenan 
Sandra Phillips. 


Macharrie Leaves KHJ | 








Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Lindsay Macharrie, production | 
manager at KHJ, out after five | 
years of service. 

Paul Rickenbacker, former chief 
announcer, replaces him. Kennet 
Niles,’ announcer, annexed ‘chief’ | 
title. 








Copy Act’ Charges. 





Ad Agency Demand NBC Drop Dennis and 
Reese—Team Says Idea Was Lifted 





Dennis and Reese, harmony team, 
had their buildup on NBC suddenly 
terminated because Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborne advised the 
network that either the team came 
off or the agency would cancel its 





| Wheatsworth stanza started out this 


| Kill Kare, with a male single doing 


| the network 


Wheatsworth Biscuit account. Agen- 
cy contended that the Dennis and 
Reese act was too much like the 
Wheatsworth morning affair. ° 
Notice was handed the team after 
they had been on the network sus- 
taining less than three weeks. 


summer under the moniker of ‘King 


a song and piano routine. 

Reese and his partner now declare 
that they put on an audition for 
3. B. D. & O. some time before they 


and Reese had submitted the rou- 
tine about a year ago, but the agen- 
cy rejoined that NBC could make 
its pick between the sustaining duo 
or the Wheatsworth continuance, 
In any event, the agency declared, 
it had made up its mind to pull the 
Wheatsworth quarter-hour if Den- | 
nis and Reese weren't cancelled | 
pronto. 


EE 


Recording Manager 
Columbia Phonograph Co. 


BEN 
SELVIN 
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Record Record Makers 


OPENING 
FRIDAY (Dec. 2) 


TONY SARG’S 


BOHEMIA 


East Side of Broadway 
Between 52nd and 53rd Streets 
NEW YORK 


Broadcasting via 
Columbia Broadcasting System 














“The Sherlock Holmes of Melody” 


SIGMUND SPAETH 


MILLIONS ARE TRAILING 


“THE TUNE DETECTIVE” 


(NOW IN ITS SECOND YEAR) 
WdIZ Tuesdays at 10:15 P. M. 
> + 
America Is Singing with 
“THE SONG SLEUTH” 
WJZ Thursdays at 8:15 P. M. 
+ . 2 




















KUZNE 


T ZO FF: 


and NICOLINA 


36TU CONSECUTIVE 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m. WEAF 


WEEK 














were launched on the NBC buildup 
and that following this audition the | 
gency revised the ‘King Kill Kare’ 
making it a male harmony} 

the Dennis 


stanza, 
and Reese 
the ageney complaint | 
dug back into its audi-| 
and found that Dennis 


Following 
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Loew Not Routing Cantor Vaude 


Roadshow; Declares Morris Agcy. 


And Unit ‘Opposish’; Warn Actor 
, "LYONS & LYONS MONEY 


Possibility that Loew would play 
the William Morris Agency's Eddie 
Cantor variety show as a unit in its 
picture houses fell through yester- 
day (Monday), with the Morris of- 
fice and Cantor deciding to take the 
bill out on $2 top, two-a-day inde- 
pendent dates as originally planned. 
It opens on or about Dec. 25 in New 
England. 

Yesterday’s Loew-Morris confab, 
which failed to bring about a set- 
tlement, climaxed a week of hectic 


a :tion, in which Loew declared the 
Cantor show ‘oppostion.’ Morris 
office lost its Loew agency fran- 
chise, and an actor booked for the 


Cantor troupe was warned by the 
Loew circuit about participating in 
the ‘opposition’ venture. 

Ed Schiller, leading the circuit's 
offensive, offered the Morris office 
the choice of giving up its Cantor 
roadshow plan or its franchise. 
Morris office chose the former, after 
Cantor said it was okay with him 
either way, rather than walk out 
on the Cantor idea. 

The actor with whom the Loew 
office discussed the matter was 


(Continued on page 62) 








DeVITO ano DENNY 


And DOT STEVENS 


S-0-S 
To RYAN and NOBLETTE 
“un, Man, I see You're Not 
Working.” 














JAM, AND LAWYERS IN 


Lyons’ financial difficul- 
prompted the agents’ 
tell the creditors that 
unless they ‘play ball’ with L&L it 





Lyons & 
ties have 
lawyer to 





will make the agency ‘Judgment 
proof.’ Otherwise, if permitted to 
work out its own salvation, they 
may get out of the slump. 

There are sundry claimants 
against Lyons & Lyons, Ine. One 
is Miller Music which had advanced 
L&L $1,500 for an operetta, never 
produced. Miller wants the ad- 
vance royalty back and L&L is 
willing to pay back $600, its share. 
The other $900 of the advance had 
gone to Karl Hajos, the composer 
of the never-produced show. 


SOUTHTOWN’S ACTS 


B. & K. Cinema Baptized With 
First Stage Attraction 











Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Opened last Christmas on a 
straight picture policy the B&K 
Southtown theatre last week played 
its first stage attraction—Borrah 
Minevitch and his Rascals. 

Same act also played the B&K 
Marbro, another straight picture 
house. Act worked with regular 
house organists, not necessitating 
an orchestra, 
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KLEIN’S HIATUS 


2-a-Day at Hollywood Stalled by 
WB Terme 








Arthur Klein has yet to close his 
deal with Warners for the Holly- 
wood theatre on Broadway, but says 
it’s still on. From the Warner end 
lit was said a matter of terms is 
| holding things up. 

Klein's original negotiations with 
WB for the house for his proposed 
two--day, $2 top straight vaudeville 
policy were on a straight percent- 
age basis. Since then Warners is 
reported to have decided on revis- 
ion of the terms. 

With no theatres yet to play it in 
Klein hasn’t set an opening bill thus 
far. If he gets the Hollywood Fred 
Waring’s band and Ted Healy will 
headling the opener. 


STAGE MOTHER 




















PANNED FOR 
SPITE 





ORPH, MPLS., ‘NOTICE’ 
AS XMAS PROTECTION? 


Minneapolis, Nov. 28. 
Stage hands and musicians at the 
RKO Orpheum here have been given 
two weeks’ notice. It is explained 
that the notices are for protection 
in case that the local house is named 
by circuit heads as one of those 
throughout the country to be closed 
during the fortnight before Christ- 
mas. Officials state that no per- 
manent closing is anticipated and 
that no definite decision has been 
made yet as to whether there wil! 

be even the two weeks’ darkness. 
The Orpheum is the only theatre 
in the Twin Cities, with their 700,- 
000 population, having stage shows, 

aside from the legitimate houses. 








Chicago, Nov. 28. | 
Mrs. HEiizabeth Bramley, mother | 
of the Dutton Sisters, took a caus- 
tic tongue lashing from Judge Pad- 
den in Felony Court last week be- 
cause she insisted that her two 
daughters be ‘punished’ for alleged 
theft of their own theatrical cos- 


tumes. Judge characterized the 
prosecution as disgraceful, ab- 
normal, and spiteful and included 


the step-father of the girls in his 
censure, Sister team was completely 
exonerated and freed. 

Testimony brought out that the 

mother had collected $8,000 in the 
past two years on the girls’ club 
dates and had not rendered an ac- 
counting. It was also established 
that the girls brought along a po- 
liceman when they called on their 
mother to get their costumes and 
that their brother voluntarily sur- 
rendered them. 
Judge Padden in pointing out the 
drastic consequences of a convic- 
tion for felony asked Mrs. Bramley 
if she was aware that one of her 
daughters, Mrs. Ruth Kelly, was 
pregnant. Mother said she knew 
it. That was the signal for the 
judicial tirade against the mother 
which preceded dismissal of the 
case, 


Loew’s Balto Amatear 
Stunt Means 1-Week 
Revert to Stage Show 


Baltimore, Nov. 28. 

Loew's ace vaudfilm Century will 
next month forsake its new vaude 
policy for one week and return to 
stage show presentation. [It will 
mark the public culmination of a 
talent tle-up show between the 
Loew organization here and the Bal- 
timore ‘News,’ Hearst rag. 

Entire show will be amateur tal- 
ent, from chorus to comics. Only 
professional in the lot will be Bert 
Frohman, New York m. c. Gene 
Ford is arranging the show, with 
Lauriene Bae, local pro dancer, fix- 
ing up the chorus. | 

















Talent contest, under Bill Saxton’s | 


F-M Tabs Hit lowa 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Fanchon & Marco is booking two 
tabs, ‘Sally’ and ‘Whoopee,’ in sev- 
eral midwest cities that haven't 
been playing F&M units. 

‘Sally’ goes into the Shrine audi- 
torium, Des Moines, for two days 
and then one day apiece at the Par- 
amount, Waterloo, Ia.; Iowa, Cedar 
Rapids; and Orpheum, Davenport, 
playing each house as a regular 
roadshow, sans film support. 

‘Whoopee’ gets two days, Dec. 10 
and 11, at the Pinney, Boise, Idaho, 
along with the regular picture fare. 


Tacoma Trying F&M 
Stage Shows Again 


Tacoma, Wash., Nov. 28. 

Tacoma gets its first Fanchon & 
Marco show in over a year this Sat- 
urday and Sunday at the Fox 
Broadway. It’s a sort of experi- 
ment, says Al Gillis, manager, and 
if the show clicks he will bring in 
others. Burg has been without- 
stage shows for some time. 

Gillis played Harry Lauder and 
his gang here for mat and night to 
fair returns but the top admish held 
many back. 

Gillis thinks F&M shows 
low gate will pull this winter. 


! 


at a 


Levey’s Added Staff 
Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Bert Levey offices have added 
Ralph Peters, formerly with Fan- 
chon & Marco, and Varni Varnador, 
to the booking staff. 

Latter will be put in charge of 
the club booking department in 
’'Frisco, and Peters will contact local 
radio stations, 





leadership, is turning out well, more 
than 800 applicants having been re- 
ceived. For Loew’s it’s figured as 
a swell stunt, since the show goes 
on the week before Christmas, when 
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Agents and Beck Miffed at Roxy 
Buying Acts Direct for Radio City 


+ ———_____ 


If there is such a thing as an RKO 
vaudeville book after Jan. 1, it 
won't include the two Radio City 


theatres. Taient for them will be 
contricted through the booki::2< of- 
fice, but not in the regular way. 


Principal departure is that the 
franchised KKO agents won't have 
any edge over outside talent 
men. 

The two theatres will go into the 
open field for their shows, doing 
business with all agents in addition 
to buying acts direct. This is a}- 
ready in effect to such an extent 
that Roxy and his assistant, S. Jay 
Kaufman, were reported to have 
been making Radio City offers to 
actors whom they chanced to meet 
in front of the Palace and elsewhere 
on Broadway. 

It steamed Martin Beck up a bit, 
since Beck is the head of the RIvo 
booking office. Beck told Roxy it 
was okay for him to talk to actors, 
but it wouldn't do the actors much 
good, outside of possibly helping 
their social standing to be seen talk- 
ing with Roxy, because all bookines 
will have to go through the booking 
office, which means Beck. 

The direct booking angle has the 
RKO agents worried. They figured 
that with the regular vaudeville 
houses closing, they would at least 
have the Radio City shows to fall 
back on. One RKO agent upon 
inquiring last week why a R. Cc. 
proposition to one of his acts was 
delivered direct to the act, was in- 
formed that Radio City engagements 
are ‘different’ and the usual protec- 
tion on commissions doesn't apply. 


BOJANGLES HALTS 


Robinson Revue Folds After 8 
Weeks, Indie Time 


Sales- 











Marty Forkins closed the Bill Rob- 
inson all-colored ‘Hot From Harlem’ 
unit in Richmond, Va., last week 
after eight weeks of independent 
time in the middle west and south. 


Closing date was a week at the 
Mosque, Richmond. 
Unit went out on the indie time 


after concluding its RKO route, for 
which it was originally produced, 

Weaver Bros.-B & K 

Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Weaver Brothers and  Elviry 
make their first appearance for 
Balaban & Katz, opening Dec. 9 at 
the Uptown. Tivoli will follow week 
of Dec. 16. 

Arkansas hillbillies played the 
State-Lake for RKO a few weeks 
ago. 








RYAN a NOBLETTE 


Answering DE VITO and 
DENNY and DOT STEVENS 


“—You'’re Telling Us" 











nothing makes any difference any- 
how, and when the relatives mav 
account for some extra coin. 


FACIAL REJUVENATION 


WITHOUT SURGERY 
Write MISS MELLIN 
310 West 86th Street, New York 
Telephone Endicott 2-5186 
Special Holiday Rates 
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IRENE BORDONI 


International Star 
° Radio 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTLY TO 
IRENE BORDONI, 108 East 78th Street, New York 
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Beer, Music Halls and Vaude to 
Bring New Talent for Future, 


Hope of All 


Vaudeville and those in it, or left 
in it, are viewing real beer as more 
than just something to drink. With 
the impending return of the amber 
brew, a reincarnation of the old- 
time beer garden and variety music 
hall is visualized ana fondly hoped 
for within the vaudeville business. 

The popular picture now being 
painted in advance by vaudeville 
actors and showmen is of beer 
drinking places in every sizable city, 
all playing acts on a free admish 
basis. General belief is that the 
nation-wide thirst will give beer 
guzzling a respectability that it 
never enjoyed in the past, with the 
tossing in of refined family grade 
entertainment to be an extra incen- 
tive for feminine patronage. 

With this in mind numerous 
vaudeville shown-en are scouting 
the possibilities in the establishment 
of gardens as a new medium for 
selling variety entertainment. The 
intimacy that breeds from eating or 
drinking or both, and watching a 
show at the same time, will spawn 





new talent, of which there is a 
drastic shortage just now, they 
figure. 


Some variety agents and man- 
agers are looking over theatres and 
other sites as likely locations if 
and when the suds are legalized. 
One has a proposition on the fire 
with a standard brewing concern 
for a garden with continuous vaude- 
ville in Times Square. The brew- 
ery's interest is chiefly from an ad- 
vertising angle. 

Among the showmen who saw 
the possibilities in the benefits to 
be derived from beer’s return was 
the late William Morris. One after- 
noon early this fall, standing at the 
window in his agency office and 
looking down at Broadway, Mr. 
Morris said to a ‘Variety’ reporter: 

‘If I were assured that beer is 
coming back and knew the date, I 
wouldn’t hesitate to rent two or 
three Broadway stores, tear out the 
walls and open up a beer garden 
with a vaudeville show going on all 
the time. I think it would clean up. 

‘That’s where we found the Sam 
Bernards once,’ Mr. Morris con- 
tinued, ‘and that’s where we'd find 
them again. They can’t be devel- 
oped in the big theatres we have 
today.’ 


‘POP’ COLDSTONE STILL 
LIKES VAUDE ACTORS 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Pop Goldstone, known in the old 
small time heyday as ‘the actor's 
friend,” has made a compromise 
with his desire to put vaudeville 
back into the Plaza. Instead he 
will play occasional radio attrac- 
tions and special events booked by 
Billy Diamond. 

When the Plaza was a regular 
spoke in the small time around 
here Goldstone would always book 
an actor who was hard up. Many 
an act played the Plaza four or 
five times in the same year. 

Goldstone’s son was against the 
Plaza resuming vaude at this time. 





Detroit Agents Combine 
Vs. 10% Sharpshooters 


Detroit, Nov. 28. 

The local booking agents have 
Organized to stamp out the free- 
lance bookers, with which this city 
is over-run. All licensed agencies 
are cooperating in refusing to book 
any acts that accept bookings from 
unlicensed agencies. 

Agencies co-operating are Mich. 
Vaude Mers. Ass’n, Finzels Orches- 
tra Attractions, Kunsky-Trendle 


Radio, Delbridge & Gorrell, Dave 
Diamond, Corine Muer, and Jules 
i@in, 


Variety Promotors 





Just Comfy 


Ted Healy is after a cafe, 
theatre or any other berth for 
the winter, but preferably a 
couvert spot. 

‘But the main thing,’ sez he, 
‘is that I want to be some- 
wheres, anywheres, where it’s 
warm.’ 


Loew s-Union 
In Stay on Cap 
Band Policy 


Loew received a temporary stay 
on the New York musicians’ union 
ruling against the displacement of 
house orchestras by doubling pit- 
stage name bands, pending final] set- 


tlement of the issue. The respite 
covers Abe Lyman’s two weeks (at 
$3,500) at the Capitol this and next 
week, during which time the house 
crew is out, but does not apply to 
the two Paul Whiteman weeks 
which are booked to follow at $6,- 
500 per, commencing Dec. 16. 

By dropping the house orchestra 
the Capitol saves about $5,000 a 
week, 

Stay was granted by the New 
York local Friday (25) upon Ed 
Canavan’s return from St. Louis. 
Further negotiations between Loew 
and the union are due today (Tues- 
day). 

Temporary arrangement does not 
apply to the other Loew theatres in 
New York, since the Capitol is the 
only one at present with name band 
bookings on its hands. The final 
ruling will cover all the theatres. 


GRACE ELINE HELD FOR 
KILLING CHILD BY AUTO 


Trenton, Nov. 28. 

Grace Eline, 34, of Grace and 
Marie Eline, 345 West 12th street, 
New York, is being held in $5,000 
bail on a technical charge of man- 
slaughter to await Grand Jury ac- 
tion as a result of her automobile 
striking and killing seven-year-old 
Joseph Choma, near his home, on 
the outskirts of Trenton. Miss Eline 
was accused of fleeing from the 
scene of the accident and was ar- 
rested at Highstown, 12 miles dis- 
tant. She told authorities she was 
not aware she had struck the child, 
who was waiting with a group of 
other children for a school bus. 

Witnesses said the car was com- 
ing at a high rate of speed but that 
the driver had made a desperate 
attempt to avoid hitting the boy. 

After a hearing before Judge 
Schroth in Mercer County Court, 
Miss Eline was committed to the 
County Jail until her lawyer, Ernest 
S. Glickman, succeeded in obtaining 
bond for the actress. The fatality 
occurred as Miss Eline was driving 
from Pennsgrove, N. J., where she 
had closed a vaudeville engagement, 
to Poughkeeepsie, N. Y., where she 
was to have opened. 


Diamond-Burt Split 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
From Dec. 1, Billy Diamond and 
Glen Burt will operate separately. 
Booking partnership made last Au- 
gust is being dissolved. Burt will 
continue in the present suite. 
Diamond will open an office else- 
































where in the Woods Bldg. 











STANDARD ACTS 
INDIE 9, TOURS 


Wildcatting to Ward Off the 
B’way Wolf—Around 50 
Representative Acts So 
Engaged—Actors Become 
Counter-Uppers 


ALREADY FLIVVING 


—_— 


About 50 standard acts are work- 
ing the new indie percentage idea 
overtime in an effort to ward off the 
Broadway wolf. The wildcatting 
involves gambling with the box- 


office at every performance and 


chances of stranding far away 
from home at any time, but it’s the 
next best thing to laying off and 
starving. 

The shows comprise four or five 
acts, with everybody on percentage. 
One of the acts must be a band 
that can double on the pit and stage. 
The band is the chief sales point. 

Some of the shows are owned by 
one or more of the acts on the bill, 
and others by New York agents. 
Among the latter who have tried 
the idea out are N. E. Manwaring 
and Wayne Christy, RKO agents. 
Christy’s show folded in Johnstown, 
N. Y., two weeks ago, without pay- 
ing off, while Manwaring’s played 
one date, Glens Falls, last week and 
then dissolved. Jule Delmar, former 
Keith booker, has sent out a troupe 
comprising Ruiz and Bonita, Frank 
DeVoe, Chapelle and Carleton, Seed 
and Austin and Grace Edler. 

Charlie Withers and Dave Harris 
are among the standard acts own- 
ing indie troupes, having organized 
them themselves. Harris’ is a hold- 
over from the unit with which he 
played for RKO and Loew last sea- 
son and, unlike the others, makes 
the indie houses on straight guaran- 
tees, 

Jumps By Bus 

All the jumps are made by bus 
and thus far they’re all short and 
concentrated in the east. Some of 
the units are booking their dates 
direct, but most of the indie per- 
centage time is being dished out in 
New York by the Dow office. Charlie 
Maddock is attempting to organize 
a route of percentage dates with a 
view of both booking and construc- 
ting the bills. 

The acts are becoming business 
men and women, with everybody 
counting the house to play safe. So 
far only two bustups have been 
reported. In addition to the Wayne 
Christy- Arthur Rowland ‘Holly- 
wood on Parade’ stranding in 
Johnstown, Bobby Sanford’s ‘Show- 
boat’ unit folded in the same town 
last week with the acts in the box 
for two weeks’ salary. 





Ed Foster Recovering 
Santa Monica, Nov. 28. 
Ed Foster, (Foster and Foster) 
underwent an operation at the San- 
ta Monica hospital for a stomach 
ailment. 
He'll come out of it all right. 











(Circuits Agree to Cut Headliner 
Salaries—Until They Need Act, 
When Anything Can in Happen 


ZITTEL TRIPLING 


Gets Something Else from Hearst 
and Makes First Booking 











Cc. F. Zittel, who doubles as per- 


sonal manager of the Florence Rich- 
ardson band, will triple as a theatre 
operator when opening the dark 
Hearst’s Cosmopolitan, New York, 
Dec. 3, with vaude and pictures. 

Arthur Fisher will book the five- 
act split week bills on a $1,500 bud- 
get. 

The Richardson band is booked in 
advance for the third week. 


F&M Contract's 
Year's ‘Notice 
Jams Fox Philly 


Due to a mixup on notice, Loew 
will book the vaudeville at the Fox 
Philadelphia, commencing Dec. 9, 
instead of Nov. 25 as had been 
originally set. Disagreement was 
over the amount of time necessary 
to displace the Fanchon & Marco 
units now playing the house. 

Theatre’s contract with F. & M. 
contained a year’s notice cancella- 
tion clause, an unusual term be- 
tweeii stage producer and theatre. 
Customary top notice limit is six 
months with two weeks’ the aver- 
age. Contract was made during Fox 
Films’ tenancy at the house, with 
Fox at that time holding a 50% 
interest in Fanchon & Marco. 

Loew arranged a settlement of the 
contract, details of which were not 
made known. 

Change to Loew-booked vaude- 
ville accompanies the change in op- 
eration by which the house is taken 
over from Fox Films by the bank, 
with William Boyd and Frank 
Buhler operating and Skouras Bros. 
supervising. 

Belle Baker will headline the 
opening bill as originally booked at 
$3,000. 


Howe Ducks Out Again 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 


Arriving here Thanksgiving day 
from New Orleans after a booking 
trip across country, M. D. (Doc) 
Howe, of Fanchon & Marco, re- 
mained a day and then left for New 
York to join Marco. 

While here he set the order of 
production of the units to go out 
before the end of the year. 














Beer Stube of NVA Grill 





Another Scheme for Income—But Hat Col- 
lections Just the Same 





Henry Chesterfield has submitted 
to the NVA fund committee a plan 
for converting the NVA 46th etreet 
clubhouse grill into a public res- 
taurant in the event beer is legal- 
ized this winter and if the building 
is not disposed of by then. 

The Edison hotel’s deal for the 


lease, in the works for two months, 
is still incomplete, due to the hotel’s 
failure to put up a binder. Its op- 
tion om the property expires this 





month. Unless there’s a renewal, 
the proposition will then be cold. 

Chesterfield’s idea is to retain the 
clubrooms for the actor-members 
and keep the public downstairs In 
the restaurant. In addition to serv- 
ing food and brew the place would 
offer entertainment provided by 
NVVA members. 


An understanding was reported 
formally reached last week by the 
four major variety circuits—RKO, 
Loew, Pubiix and Warners—for 
systematic control of salaries and 


ther stage booking mat- 
believed to be the 
book- 


accord on 
ters. This is 
final result of the proposed 
which the 
participating circuits have been dis- 


ing office get-together 


cussing for two months. 


Understanding is that the arrange- 
ment now in force precludes the 
possibility of the circuits pooling 


their vaudeville books into one of- 
fice, which was proposed and all 
but adopted two weeks ago. As 
control of salaries was the chief ob- 
jective any way the circuits, from 
accounts, decided that a working 
agreement without actual amalga- 
mation would serve just as well. 
Physical merging of the four va- 
riety books, as proposed, would have 
involved loss of individual identity 
by the circuits’ present and own 
booking offices but retention of 
their own bookers under a mutually 
supported office head. Matter of 
identity of a head was among de- 
tails still unsettled when the plan 








was called off. 
No Salary Secrets 


Under the agreement, there will 
no longer be any salary secrets in 
a booking office, with everything 
opened up for the other offices’ to 
see. Through this exchange of con- 
fidences, the circuits are said to fig- 
ure, allegedly exorbitant salary de- 


mands by name acts will be 
stemmed. 
General reaction to the agree- 


ment on salaries is that if it is ap- 
plied only to those acts that are 
unquestionably overpaid, the vaude- 
ville business as a whole might 
benefit, in that the money saved on 
the names can be used to build up 
the shows with lesser salaried body- 
of-the-bill acts. That is, unless the 
cuts also go for the smaller acts 
that can’t stand them. 

But belief within the vaudeville 
business still is that the agreement 
will last only until one circuit will 
need a name badly enough to disre- 
gard the understanding on salaries, 
It is pointed out that that has al- 
ways happened in the past. 


RKO, BOSTON, RESCINDS 
NOTICE, VAUDE STICKS 


RKO has rescinded its notice in 








Boston, one of the seven vaudeville 


spots originally included among the 
35 RKO theatres going dark for the 
two weeks, before Christmas. 

House now stays open, 
vaudeville retained, until 
notice. 


with 
further 





Snooty Pasadenans Kill 
Combos by Staying Home 


Pasadena, Cal., Nov. 28. 

Four months’ trial of stage shows 
at the Fox Colorado to very indif- 
ferent business was enough to con- 
vince the F-WC execs that this 
community is more interested in 
screen fare than in flesh entertain- 
ment. Four different types of 
shows were tried, ranging from 
class music to hoke, but the locals 
would have none of it. 

House resumed a straight sound 
policy Thursday (24), and business 
took a decided jump. 


WALL LEAVES ‘VANITIES’ 


But beer or no beer, it looks like Max Wall, Continental dancing 
plate passing again for the NVA in jc omedian, just closed in ‘Vanities,’ 
the spring, for another year’s sup-|is going inte vaude as a single, 
port of the NVA in Saranac Laks Richard & Lenetska are handling 
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NEW ACTS 




















EARL HINES ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Cook and Brown, Billy Frank- 
lin, Judith Wilson and Vivian 
Brown 
30 Mins.; Full (Drapes) 
State-Lake, Chicago 
This act came to the State-Lake 
from the Grand Terrace Cafe on the 
south side. Hines has been broad- 


casting over NBC for three years 


while playing there. Musically Hines | 


is semi-hotcha, enough to please the 
addicts, not enough to irritate the 
enemies of syncopated noise, but in 
general quickly classifiable as one 
of the best colored orchestra around. 

For this date there were some 
mistakes in routining, but that was 
to be expected of any turn stepping 
off a floor in a cafe to play a pick- 
up vaude date. Several obvious 
openings for betterment of the run- 
ning order were doubtlessly made 
by the second show Saturday and 


| EDDIE CONRAD (3) 

| With Charlotte Miles 

| Comedy, Singing, Piano 
20 Mins.; One and Two 
Orpheum 

Eddie Conrad, dialect comedian, 
|needs no introduction. Nor does his 
| wildish, mixed French - Yiddish 
character. In vaude many years do- 
ing various acts, he now heads a 
three-people turn which on tight- 
ening where needed will be accept- 
able and more anywhere. Next to 
closing here and a fair-sized go. 

Conrad carries Charlotte Miles 
and an unbilled girl doing a mammy 
character. He uses some of his old 
gags with moderate result and goes 
nuts at the piano, establishing him- 
self for laughs. About midway of 
the act, Miss Miles comes on in 
striking evening dress to sing, with 
usual interruptions before going 
legit on any vocal attempt. 

Even when she sings straight in 
a number done with the mammy 
end figuring as a double, Conrad 
sticks in some sour notes at the 





need not be enumerated. State-Lake 
endorsed the turn in a big way on 
basic musicianship and presentation 
plus the versatility angle. Cook and 
Brown, two hoofing lads, were the 
most typically negroid in their 
originality and zip. Boys helped the 
band rise to a thumping good get- 
away. 

Judith Wilson proved a mild sou- 
bret, but Vivian Brown displayed a 
well-rounded conservatory soprano 
and Billy Franklin tenored pleas- 
ingly. 

Nicely dressed and turned out 
with Hines himself a forceful and 
clear announcer, the band regis- 
tered a nice click all the way, with 
a few minor flaws due to the con- 
fusion of a first performance. Time 
could be clipped to advantage. 

; Land, 





‘MISS AMERICA GIRLS’ 
Flash 


cademy 

The first trouble with this flash 
is that it’s too ambitious. In trying 
to entertain, it tires out its ‘audi- 
ence by overfeeding it. Boiled down, 
the entertainment value contained 
in the act should set its running 
time at a maximum of 15 minutes. 
Flashy and produced with fair taste, 
qualifies for the neighborhooders, if 
cut down properly. 

There may be a ‘Miss America’ or 
two in the act, but no one would 
know about it and nothing’s said. 
Line of girls is paraded around in 
some flashy toggery for beauty or 
fashion display touch. 

At the point where. they’re 
brought on and top their little pa- 
rade with toe work, with one of the 
girls featured in a gorgeous-looking 
costume, it looks the finale has ar- 
rived. Instead the mixed dance team 
comes on again in ‘one,’ a sister 
team doubles from the line, the m. ec. 
sings an opera fav with a nance 
finish for laughs and the buildup for 
a finale comes around all over again. 

This time the windup is slower 
still. The girls do a routine them- 
selves, another with the mixed com- 
bination, when by now on one 
should be sticking around for more 
than seconds. 

The mixed team at the Saturday 
show caught went over for a strong 
hand, stronger than meriting, in 
their eccentric doubles. 

Among the gags in an effort to 
raise laughs is one around an Aus- 


tin—pretty old by now. Char. 
FOUR STEP BROS. 
Dancing 
11 Mins.; Two 
Orpheum 

Colored quartet in a fast routine 
of buck, rhythm and _ soft shoe 
dancing. Of nice, cleancut appear- 


ance and presenting their act ef- 
fectively, boys rate the best time 
now existing. Should fit into needs 
for picture house units nicely. 
Men, youths and of about equal 


piano. It’s an obvious attempt for 
laughs along with emphasis on Miss 
Miles’ better than average voice, 
but the comedy is misplaced. That’s 
proved by the hand Miss Miles gets 
on her vocal try. 

After the kidding stanza between 
Conrad and Miss Miles, latter retir- 
ing backstage, Conrad is left half 
in the air until women go into their 
duet. Here's one spot where some 
strong gaggery is required. Kiss- 
ing-monkey biz bit with Miss Miles 
ahead could be trimmed down. 

Char. 





JOE MELINO and Co. 
Singing, Dancing, Comedy 
15 Mins.; One 
Acedemy 

For some time doing an act with 
Dolly Davis, Joe Melino now has an 
unbilled partner who works the 


comedy end with him besides doub- 
ling for song and dance numbers. 
Not a strong act, but passable for 
houses of this grade. 

Forepart of Melino’s routine re- 
minds of Jimmy Savo when he had 
Joan Franza with him, with Miss 
Franza showing him how to sing for 
pantomime laughs. Melino is a 
type not unlike Savo, but he has 
an annoying laugh. Appearing first 
in misfits, later on Melino drags out 
his familiar oversized celluloid front 
dress suit without the pants. Girl's 
song and dance specialty while Me- 
lino is making the change fails to 
arouse much enthusiasm, but as a 
dancer she’s far better than as a 
singer. 

Toward the finish Melino pulls a 
pretty sour gag, finally going into a 
wrestling, barrel-rolling bit with his 
partner for the getaway. 

Melino seems to have the mak- 
ings, and surely the ability himself, 
for a better act than this. What 
he needs mostly is stronger support 
and a few sock gags. 

Fourth here on a seven-acter and 
over only fairly Saturday afternoon. 

Char, 


ANN LESTER 
Singing 

11 Mins.; One 
Academy 


Before Ann Lester appears behind 
her mike, the public address system 
down here conveys the partial build- 


up that Paul Whiteman pronounced 
her one of the singing finds of 1932. 
The same public address system 
nearly wrecked Miss Lester later 
when it developed static, as it fre- 
quently seems to do down here, but 
discounting that, here’s a _ single 
that’s every bit a find. 

Miss Lester does blues and bal- 
lads equally well. On this engage- 
ment she chose three numbers, with 
blues on either end and a ballad ‘Say 
It Isn’t So,’ in her version, in the 
middle, 

Making a nice appearance, the 





build, wear white flannels and green 
jackets. On opening they launch 
into a soft shoe, following it up 
with a rhythm buck. From latter, 
dancers drift into a challenge, here 
individually displaying tricky, rapid, 
buck and wing work. 

For a finish, one of the boys an- 


nounces a conception of what they | 


eall a new dance craze, ‘Hittin’ the 
Bottle.’ 
this and launch into song. Vocal 
yAability is pretty low and diction 
bad, but dancing offsets it for a 
favorable getaway. 
Opened here Tuesday 
did well. 


night and 
Char. 


D’ANDRE & DONALDSON 
Dancing 

6 mins. 

Hippodrome, N. Y. 

Dancing act that looks more like 

a floor show turn than a stage of- 
fering. Not seen to best advantage 
here, as they do a tango solo and 
then later an acrobatic ballroom 
dance against the line of girls fora 
finish to the show. 

Nothing out of the ordinary in its 
present shape and strictly small 
time. Chic. 


They go into character for 


singer has a voice and selling ability 
to back it up for vaude today. Spot- 
ter fifth down here and over fairly 
well. Char. 


SIX OLANS 
Acrobats 

6 Mins.; Full 
G. oO. H. N. ¥. 


Five men and a husky girl in an 
acrobatic routine with about six 
teeter board tricks including two 


doubles to a chair (one is announced 
as a triple), and a nice single to a 
two-high. One three-high is built 
with the girl as middleman and 
she frequently acts as understander. 
Ground tumbling in the same class 
smooth and rapid. 

Men wear yellow jersey sweaters 
with black trousers and ties and 


present a neat appearance, Girl 
looks bunchy in  flounced_ short 
skirts. She would look better in 


the same jersey but with shorts. 
Should make some change for more 
important dates. Finishing here 
and over to an unusual final hand. 
Clean cut and attractive work that 
is not seen at its best down here. 
Chic. 





MURRAY, MARTINI and 

CLIFFORD E 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
14 Mins.; One 
Academy 

Murray, Martini and Clifford are 
trying to be another Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante. With further ex- 
perience and stronger material may 
compare more favorably with the C. 
J. & D. trio than now. Pending 
strengthening, okay for the No. 2 
spots in houses of this type. 

One of the three lads goes Durante 

nearly all the way, the others build- 
ing him up. With the Murray, Mar- 
tini and Clifford act, center of at- 
[traction works with a iisp and a 
whistling effect in his singing and 
talk. The hat-hitting business, as 
with C. J. & D.,"is very much in evi- 
dence and aids in.building up that 
rowdy, cutup atmosphere. 

Majority of the material is spe:- 
cial, with a number around current 
advertising ballyhoo the best. This 
song is also the closest approach to 
Cc. J. & D. in both punch and selling. 

Some of the talk is pretty bad, as 
for instance ‘an instrument you 
play with your feet—a shoehorn.’ 

With his two friends backing for 
violin-guitar accompaniment’ the 
Durante of the-trio does a number 
solo, topped by a soft shoe dance 
for the close. The hoofing isn’t so 


forte, but act Friday night got 
across very well down here. Was 
spotted second. Char. 


STARNES and KOVER (4) 
Adagio 

6 Mins.; Three 

Capitol, N. Y. 


This adagio foursome, only billed 
as Starnes and Kover, is a novelty 
in that type of act. In a revue it 
would be a class click and, as it is, 
will probably establish a new vogue 
in that type of terpsichore. 

Three of the foursome open in 
pitch-black stage, as they stand out 
under luminous paint camouflage. 
That in itself is a novelty colorful 
effect. The fourth member of the 
act, attired in black from head to 
foot, is camouflaged by the black 
stage, which makes the _ illusion 
more startling as the girl is thrown 
seemingly beyond the reach of both 
of her visible partners, and is ap- 
parently suspended in mid-air, as 
she is caught by the unseen fourth 
member of the act. 

The effect isn’t lessened when this 
same invisible aid slowly manip- 
ulates her, as she is being propelled 
from gne to the other male partner. 
Act opened the Capitol presenta- 
tion and was an effective ~~ 

el, 





LOTTIE ATHERTON and KAY 
Dancers 
10 Mins.; One and Full 
G. O. H., N. Y. 
Opening the show here, which 
doesn’t help them any. Travelers 
part to disclose them standing arm 
in arm, one in net opera hose and 
black bodice, the other in tails. Go 
through their first dance (in one) 
still arm in arm for a light but 
formless soft shoe routine and male 
impersonator back to do a drunk 
dance that’s just. a waste of time. 
Other back, and to full stage for 
a stair dance that’s not the usual 
heavy soled taps. In spite of her 
weight the woman is very light on 
her feet and does a graceful num- 
ber. To one again for an acro 
dance by the blonde member which 
partly redeems the souse period. 
Some good stuff and an attractive 
costume. Full stage at finish for 
an upside down dance by the 
brunette with the other on to do 
a sort of challenge, the headstander 
repeating the other’s stage steps. 
Act has the makings but not the 
showmanship and it will take a lot 
of rearranging to get aie 
C. 


SMITH and HART 
Talk and Songs 

12 Mins.; One 

So. GB. &. ¥. 

Back in ’96 this team carried an- 
other man and a lunch wagon set. 
Three years later they had dropped 
the man and made it a cigar count- 
er. Now they take any set the house 
offers. They are still using the 
same music, but they keep the talk 
freshened. 

The girl works in a demure cos- 
tume that gives point to her slight- 
ly risque jokes. Gets over very 
smoothly and solid with the audi- 
ence. Man contents himself with 
feeding while the girl collects from 
this easy crowd. 

Little dancing, and that the weak 
spot. On fourth here, and holding 
it. Worked to a second encers, bit. 

ic. 


SMITH and FAUN 
Comedy and Singing 
15 Mins.; One 

a. o &. %. ¥: 

Gets off to a good start with a 
threat to do a double violin num- 
ber, but that’s just for a comedy 
bit, with the girl using a break- 
away fiddle. She goes into what 
she says is an imitation of Fifi 
D’Orsay, but it’s merely one of the 
latter’s songs. Fairly well done, but 
not an impersonation, 

Man kids with some piano bits, 
rather heavy handed, like most of 
his comedy, and the girl back to 
do a souse song and some chatter. 
Mostly talk. Gets by with it here. 





trade, but about its limit. Chie, 


Good enough deucer for the family}. 


LOEW’S STATE 


When the State managemens &p- 
parently is instructed to feign astig- 
matism to avoid recognizing official 
company passes, it’s the tipoff that 
the b.o. is clicking above average. 
With or without the Palace running 
| vaude, the State would have done 


good biz this week on its current 
program, ‘Red Dust’ (M-G) and a 
six-acter headed by Irene Rich. 

However, anybody with one eye 
half open can grasp that the elimi- 
nation of vaude from the Palace has 
benefited the State. The latter 
doesn’t have to shout that fact—it 
goes without saying. Any house 
that’s established as long as the 
State as a combo spot doesn’t have 
to brag about being the only vaude 
stand on Broadway. 

The vaude at the State takes care 
of itself the same as good vaude al- 
ways sells itself. Loew higherups 
know this, so the picture gets 99% 
of the lobby display and plugging, 
and rightfully so. - 

They've even dragged the red car- 
pet down from the Capitol to lay it 
in front of the State, where custom- 
ers, besides looking up at the red 
lobby placards and panel displays 
bulging with the Harlow-Gable s. a. 
angle, can walk on it. 

There is no doubt that a multi- 
tude of customers came to see and 
hear Irene Rich as well as the pic- 
tures, Actress is charming and 
presents a lovable personality on 
the stage. The sincere welcome 
Miss Rich gets on her entrance as 
well as at the close of her skit, ‘Ask 
Your Wife,’ is sufficient testimony 
of her b.o. worth. 

There was a bit of rainfall Friday 
(change day) night on Broadway, 
when the show was caught. That 
rain didn’t hurt biz for the State 
with its 55-cent top, but rather 
helped the  b.o. Customers who 
might rush for shelter would nat- 
urally hie into the State with its 
low top and largest’ b.o. value on 
the street. 

Miss Rich was fourth on. Bob 
Ripa opened. His clever use of the 
ball and stick tricks was a good 
start for the stage entertainment. 
Working alone against a ‘two’ stage 
setup, this youth plied through eight 
minutes of fancy juggling that 
brought repeated applause. There 
are others in vaude who ply the ball 
and stick tricks, but it is doubtful 
if this gangling youth has a su- 
perior. He made it easy for Calvert, 
Irving and Hird to step on in deuce 
with their pianologing and comedy 
singing, but they couldn’t take ad- 
vantage of the assistance rendered. 
Trio fared mildly. 

Also preceding Miss Rich was Carl 
Shaw, assisted by Frank Gallagher 
and Bernice O’Neal in a laugh act 
that gets its high point from Shaw’s 
terrific dance numbers. Still doing 
that cooch dance number with a 
dummy, but it’s pie for the audi- 
ences like the State, and Shaw was 
forced into a bow at the finish. 

Barry Whitledge closed, tickling 
the customers from start to finish. 
Petty Jane Cooper and the Lathrop 
Brothers, taking a ‘three’ stage with 
fancy lighting, reeled off nifty and 
high-class dance routines, in the 
next-to-shut spot. That Cooper- 
Lathrop quartet rates top classifi- 
cation, Shan. 


UNITED ARTISTS, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 25, 

‘Buddy’ Rogers is the ace draw at 
the house this week, appearing on 
the stage as an added feature aside 
from the regular Fanchon & Marco 
unit, Former picture juv has 
gained a lot of valuable stage ex- 
perience during the past year, and 
in his current offering presents some 
really worth-while stuff. “le’s as- 
sisted by Clyde Lucas and the Cali- 
fornia Cavaliers, a hot rhythm band, 
and Jeanette Loff, the whole com- 
bining to provide 25 mins. of satis- 
fying entertainment. 

Lucas band is the background for 
the Rogers act, with the boys being 
put through « red-hot number for 
the opening. Rogers, when intro- 
duced by Lucas, starts things going 
without a hitch. He plays a trom- 
bone solo, warbles a ditty, and then 
duets with Miss Loff, and for a hot 
wind-up re-enacts the scene from 
his picture, ‘Close Harmony,’ where- 
in he plays most of the instruments 
in the band. His stuff is clean-cut, 
snappy and not overdone. 

F&M unit is ‘Big Top,’ a group of 
circus acts which gave the holiday 
house a treat. Unit was produced 
in the east several months ago and 
is now running with clock-like pre- 
cision. 

Jack Sidney m.c’s all the way 
through and handles the assignment 
nicely. Acts include the Happy 
Harrison dog and pony turn, in- 
ciuding Dynamite, the bucking don- 
key; Flo Mayo is an aerial bar act; 
Bee-Hee and Rubiat, a sextet of 
tumbling Arabs who introduce sev- 
eral new stunts; an unprogrammed 
midget femme who works with Sid- 
ney for comedy, being particularly 
amusing with her high-pitched baby 
voice; and for the windup, Adele 
Nelson’s performing elephants. 

Capacity lower floor this after- 
noon joined heartily in the com- 
munity sing promoted by Henry 
Murtagh, featured organist. Jan 
Rubini conduct the overture. 

Screen feature is ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Par), with news for filler. 











ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Running true to old variety form 
in both texture of the individual acts 
and the general makeup of the bill 
is this show spread before the York- 
ville residents for the first half of 
the current week. Splitting the 
headline honors are Jerry and her 
baby grands and Bob Hall, the ver. 
sifier, with not a single intruder 
from the airlines or any other realm 
but staid vaudeville to cast a ray 
of newness upon the auld lang syne 
atmosphere: What this quintet of 
turns unlimbered seemed to pass 
muster all around at the first Sat- 
urday performance, but the zip and 
tang of provocative up-to-the-min- 
ute entertainment was lacking. 

Business was just about average, 
although the paltry number of juve 
customers was decidedly noticeable, 
Probably the picture, ‘Rain’ (UA), 
with its theme likely not to the kid 
taste nor of the mothers, as far as 
the youngsters are concerned, ac- 
counted for the slim attendance 
from that source, but the chances 
are that the two-bit tap was the 
more important factor. For the 
Yorkville district the quarter call 
looks a little stiff. 

Introductory stanza brought Ar- 
chie and Gertie Falls, with Archie 
doing the falls and Gertie a smooth 
assortment of gymnastics on the 
web and trapeze. Tumbling bits 
they both participate in proved so 
much encore here. Turn could have 
easily closed on the optical impress 
the femme partner made on the 
rope. In Yorkville they like them 
well rounded, and the Gertie Falis 
figure gyrating on the web came up 
to specifications. 

McDonald and Paradise took over 
the next niche and gave it lots of 
action and smartness. Nifty pair 
of hoofers these from their opening 
sandpaper novelty to the sendoff of 
eccentric taps. Giggles and chor- 
tles greeted most of the Davis and 
Darnell patter. They're doing the 
auto agency script. 


With her now Jerry of the white 


enameled pianos has the Earhardt 
Brothers, the Phelps Twins and a 
caroler of scat ditties, Sylvia Pol- 
land. Standout impress of the per- 
formance was made by the brothers 
with their fast and intricate pedal 
drumming, while the twins, per 
usual, proved a treat both to the 
ears and eyes. Film accompany- 
ing the ‘April Showers’ number 
went awry, but otherwise the ease, 
class and smartness were there to 
lift this one over the hurdles for 
hefty approval. Odec. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Nov. 25. 
Jimmy Adams gave them plenty 
on the 15th anniversary week, with 
seven acts of vaude as against the 





usual five, most of them above 
average. A couple of turns stopped 
the show, and word-of-mouth 


brought in crowds to top price last 
show of the grind. Picture was an 
also ran on the bill, with vaude 
away out in front. 

Opening was Maximo, wire-walke 
ing act nicely built up to sensae 
tional rope-rocking stunt and imi- 
tation drunk staggering along the 
wire that pulled squeaks from 
femmes and got a nice hand at 
finish. 

Wilton Sisters deuced with 
blended blues. Voices pleased, and 
solo drifting up into controlled high 
alto collected plaudits. Piano and 
fiddle in catchy dance tunes con- 
cluded act, with girls tripping off 
in Siamese twins effect that made 
good close. 

Bertolino pattering French and 
imitating irstruments and baby 
crying in third spot started the 
crowd laughing and applauding, 
and went on to ‘smart ventriloquist 
turn, using hand as face of dummy 
with clever use of cigar clipped be- 
tween knuckles made up as mouth. 
Fans’ response was heavy, and by 
this time crowd was warmed up. 

Vernon Rathburne followed with 
bass and treble sax, two pianos and 
a brace of dancers. Crowd some- 
what listless at first, but woke up 
for specialty dancing, and ensemble 
of four saxes playing lilting airs. 
This act got the good returns, but 
solo sax as encore was slow. 

Willie Solar, known and liked 
here, came on fifth, and immediately 
got a big hand. Stood put in cen- 
ter of stage and let voice do every- 
thing. Imitations, falsetto, runs, 
trills, discords put everything in his 
voice and had the crowd all het up. 
Stopped the show, although songs 
were old, but he can get away with 
anything here. Took call, and told 
crowd how pleased he was and 
where he was going next six 
months. They took it and shouted 
for more. Biggest hand in weeks at 
this house. 

Cass, Mack and Owen, two men 
and femme, slapstick tumble acts, 
had a job holding customers after 
Solar, but did it and ended with 
slow motion dance that caught 
crowd's liking. 

Closing act, Rosette and Luttman, 
started with well-dresseed adagio 
dance that left crowd cold, although 
well handled. Slipped into black 
pierrot and Spanish pirate dances, 
which got across. 

Picture, ‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox), 
comedy short, newsreel and trailer 
made up three hours, of which 90 
minutes was vaude. Latter ac- 
counting for most of gross. 
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EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Nov. 16, 


used for settings in ‘two,’ ‘three’ and 
‘full! But RKO is tied to the act} 
under booking office obligations and | 





CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Nov. 26. 


This Empire bill is doing pretty the Albee gets it. r As the battle by Loew’s ace Cen- 
weak business due to lack of big — Giovinna, the house has one of tury and the indie vaudfilm Hip- 
rring names, with the exception the circuit's European importations. | podrome. grows. more intense, the | 
Mayol. Empire bookings of late |4 Single and drawing $550 for the real difference between the two | 
Save not been done very expertly. | way , He's introed as a ‘pickpocket houses grows proportionately less 
Booking of the German mind-reader, | ee ae and pryves the champ part discernible. In the other days there 
undsen, some time ago to top | on the stage, Giovanni js somewhat was a distinct variation between the 
Am pill for two: weeks, who haa | ° a hum@«rist and helps bring con- two houses. in policy, type of enter- 
the let out after three davs, was sistent titters in the middle spot cf ‘nment ana general atmosphere. 
flew ke i | the bill, but he’s neighborhood ma- Today it would be difficult to tel 
‘— forthéonstnd booking oti“ mostly, which house is which. The shows 
The () ts said of Giovanni that he was on the sereen and stage of either | 


Saint-Granier for a full month—the brought over to show at the old Pal- 
last two weeks of which are the | ace for $100 per, but was boosted to 
holiday gy ee Fg . $250 eo Pebowens week at the Pros- 
mistake. gain , ore and/pect, RKO’s regular showing spot 
pene progress is made backstage/for acts. That's another twist. in 
in the way of presenting acts, and | booking office policy. But that the. 
from the technical side, though the | report may prove to be just gossip 
house is anything but perfect, it is|is suggested by the fact that Gio- 
for Paris very satisfactory. ; Vanni is now receiving more than 
The impending opposition of the twice this amount at the Albee. 
Rex, Haik’s 3,200 atmospheric pic- Still, it is a good story. 

ture house, with ambitious presen- For a curtain closer the Albee has 
tations, makes it necessary for all the Havana Casino orchestra, a 
local shows to perk up, Cuban aggregation which all hut 
lulls itself as well as the audience 

Only one animal act in this bill. to sleep in its 15 minutes of Cuban 
he Vigo Benny Chimpan- , te io . 
This is t ich music. That's because the numbers | 
gees, one of which does some neat | pjiayed bear such tonal similarity, | 
trapeze work. One dog appearing | 4 mixed dance pair do a rumba, but 
in Joe Mara’s animal marionettes | before that word became known in| 
doesn’t make it an animal act.) the States, it used to be known as a. 
ne ee ate Aine ba —_ som. There ia aleo a colored | 

ers, ° rl, Ww oes ch, N 
the idea of the string-pulied dolls . . espinal: 


qualification there. 
applied to animals instead of hu- Around 14 people in the band unit | 
and obtained many laughs. 


mans, and they draw $1,500 in the aggre- | 
Apart from that they are just on| gate. The band. uses a setting in| 
the same principle as the well-| ‘full’ with colorful hangings, and 


eur- one of the musicians sings. This 
singer can’t be heard back of the 
front rows, as the band music| 
drowns his voice. He sings in 
Spanish and when he attempts Eng- 
lish, it’s equally unintellicgple. 

The outfit is a good enough string | 
band with a classy lustre of Spanish | 
variety if it would vary its musical, 
numbers. Enjoyed a class rep at 
one time, when the rumba first came | 
over. That’s a long time ago, now. | 

Shan, 


known Walton Marionettes, 
rently at the Alhambra. 

Bill is topped by Mayol, now 
practically retired on the Riviera, 
who 30 years ago introduced such 
well-known songs: as ‘Viens Pou- 
poule” He is now over 60 and 
heavy, but he has kept his baby 
face, his blond thatch and his lily 
of the valley buttonhole, as well as 
his celebrated demeanor. His book- 
ing is more or léess in the nature of 
a comeback, but a very successful 
ene, and once more evidences Pa- 
risians’ loyalty to their stars, how- 
ever old. 

Some very good fancy dancing is 
done by Jack Stanford, also by 
Viola Dobos, and some excellent 
acrobatic work by the Neumann 
Bros., who do very effective ath- 
letic work; as also do the Four 
Phillips—two men, two women— 
who, despite they are in closing 
spot, keep them from walking. 

Other acts are Eva and Milo, 
plastic poses; Iris Silburn, trapeze 
work; Balzar, card trickster; ec- 





HIPPODROME, N. Y. | 


tion to the Hip. Saturday the lower | 
scattered handful in the balcony at 
a two-bit tap. Anyhow they have | 


sion through the midweek after- 
noons, 

Show still offers a stage band of 
13 players and a line of 12 girls, lat- 


floor was practically full with a, 


house could be shifted to the other | 


without seeming 


the days of presentations the Cen- | 
tury had flash to sell and the Hipp | 


standard value, 


out of place. In| 


Now they are both | 


playing the new-style vaude, which | 


means vaude with a heavy coating 
of personal-appearance faces from 
pictures and radio. At the Century 


Lita Grey Chaplin brings a picture | 


name to the stage currently, while 


the three Pickens Sisters are at the | 


Hipp. Next week the situation will 
be reversed, the picturey 
Rubin at the Hipp, while out of 
radio comes the Baron Lee band. 
Competition, however, while nar- 
rowing the range of policy, has im- 
proved the entertainment. Slipshod 


Benny | 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Fred Stene’s present RKO appearances mark bis first in vaudeville In 

The comedian and his long-time partner, the late Dave 
gave their last variety performance at the Avenue theatre 
1902, and then sailed for Liverpool to take part in an 
English pantomime. Following the overseas engagement, they returned 
United appear in ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ Other musica] 
productions starring Montgomery and Stone followed. 

When Montgomery died, Stone carried on, at first alone (his wife was 
in the cast under her maiden name), and later with his daughter, Fred’s 





three decades. 
Montgomery, 
in Detroit in 


to the States to 


| oldest child, Dorothy, played a little vaudeville in the interim, but he 
did not, 
Three and four shows a @ay are nothing new to Stone, who says that 


he played as many as nine a day in his early vaude career, about the 
time Kohl and Castle ‘blackiisted’ Montgomery and Stone out of the 
field. For years afterwards Stone was a liberal contributor to 
Rats funds used against the Keith-Albee offices. 


variety 
White 





Harry Lenetska as personal rep for Molly Picon splits with the Morris 
the ecomedienne’s Loew bookings but doesn’t collect on her 
Latter decision followed Jenie Jacobs’ complaint that she 


office on 


RKO time. 


| represented Miss Picon. 
| Miss Jacobs had been inactive a year and a half as regards Miss 
| Picon, who was abroad and in South America, but since no release was 


booking is out with both houses. | 


Just fair acts, unless they're names, 
don’t go any longer. In the few 
weeks of war’ the quality of the 


shows has improved preceptibly, de- , 


spite the fact that there has been a 
sharp cut in vaude appropriations. 


That it’s possible to build a qual- | 


ity vaude bill with reasonable coin 
is exemplified in this standard five- 
acter. It contains everything that 
goes to compose a genuine variety 
layout. In the opening the two An- 
dresens showed them that the lead- 
off act can be a smash. 


femme taking the lead position on 
the acrobatics. 


A perch | 
turn with speed, dexterity and flash, | 
and something of a novelty in the | 


| asked for by the actress, Richard & Lenetska relinquished the act back 
to the original agent. 





Eddie Keller, as agent and half owner of the act, has waived his 50% 
of the $2,200 claim entered against RKO by Nayan Pearce. Keller 
agreed to drop the matter after talking to Martin Beck. 

Miss Pearce signified she will continue to press her share of the 
claim, with Samuel Spring acting as counsel, This $2,200 is part ef 
| RKO’s” estimated $300,000 obligation to acts, agents and producers, 
| Maurice Goodman first represented Miss Pearce. 


j 
} 





| The Arthur Rowland-Wayne Christy ‘Hollywood Doubles’ unit, 
stranded recently in Jehnstown, N. Y., was not the original act of that 
name. Original is owned by Hartley and Alvarez, with whom Rowland 
| was formerly associated. 

Upon Hartley and Alvarez’ complaint, Rowland was ordered by the 
| V.M.A. to drop the title after the Johnstown incident. New name ig 


Artie Lewis and Peggy Ames have | ‘Motion Picture Doubles.’ 


exceptionally good cross-fire 


tain weakness in delivery. 


stage personality. 


eral stooge type. 
Lita Grey Chaplin remains a quiet 
and charming performer, singing 





ecentrics by the Two Franks, and: 
by the: Rio 
If anything about this 
bill a little too much athletism. 
Musical numbers as usual by the 
Mazi. 


more eccentricities 


Brothers. 


Empire orchestra. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


This Brooklyn house has an aver- 
age weekly nut of $22,000 that it 
hasn't been able to beat for months 
even with the aid of RKO ‘Thrift 


Book’ sales. 





ter not bad looking and appearing 
neat in what are evidently rented 
‘costumes from some old production, 
Apparently they have changed the 
master of ceremonies. Last week he 
had brown hair and this week it’s 
black. Loosens up a bit, too, on an- 
nouncements and spells the leader 
in wagging a stick at the musicians, 
but any m. e. is lost motion in a 


an annunciator would be better. 


permanent sign for the next film 


| house the size of the Hip. Might be 2@ncing. 
the dance stager pinch hitting, but | 











When the Palace, Broaéway, went | feature. Probably it would cost too 


straight films with the Cantor pic- 
ture, the Brooklyn Albee inherited 
the ace vaude rating on RKO, with- 
out changing its established combo 
policy. Hardly basking in this glory 
one week, when somebody figured 
just one picture on a program 
wasn’t enough to support RKO 
vaude, So, along with ‘Goona 
Goona’ (FD) they have shoved in 
‘Old Dark House’ (U). And the 
Albee has an altogether new policy, 


They have to count the pennies. 


including the opening four-minute 
bit by the band. Line followed in 
green pyjama costumes doing ‘Har- 
lem Moon.’ Man out in front, ap- 
parently from the dancing act. Girls 
are no Roxyettes, but they’re girls, 
and 6th av. is not fussy. They are 
young and apparently new to the 
business. 


of signs on four changes a week. | 


Show Sat. was running 44 mins,,| Metrotone on the screen. 


her songs capably and leaving ‘em 
happy. Jimmy Savo is another per- 
former who knows his showman- 
ship. He’s the sock of the show. 
Closing came Gracella and Theo- 
dore in an adagio flash with ideas of 
dance narrative. Make excellent ap- 
pearance, but their weakness lies in 
the fact that they do too much 
adagio and not enough rhythm and 
A superabundance of toss- 
jing and jumping weakens this act. 





| There is a sufficiency of the adagio 


But the annunciator merely has al in the Gorilla battle number; there 


‘is no necessity of additional adagio 
|in the ‘Sleeping Beauty’ sequence 


much for cardboard for a double set; Which would lend itself appropri- 


‘ately to genuine dancing. 

| ‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) feature and 
Business 
was good at the initial performance 
Friday. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Twelve units to the program and 
a show of three hours is the bait 
hung out this week, but according 





but it may be only temporary. 

The vaude half comprises three 
acts, costing in the aggregate about 
$3,000, including Ben and Ray Gor- 
man, Giovanni, and the Havana 
Casino orchestra. The films are on 


Mills and Shea follow with their 
acro comedy, which got over nicely 
with a bunch of kids out front. 
They make a clean score with the! 
elders, too. 
flat percentages. Trey is D’Andre and Donaldson, | 

These three acts plus the two pic- | who do only a tango. It’s about like | 
tures, plus a Pathe newsreel and a 40 or 50 others in the same line; the | 
pit band specialty are being sold for | type in which the girl wears a long | 
35 cents on Saturday matinee, @nd | black velvet dress. Tango is not so 
the Albee started off to a good biz,| hot, but carefully done. Royal Bal 
but it’s doubtful if the house makes | Accordion Five, two girls and three 
its nut this week. What is bound|men, work with both large and | 
to worry RKO is, can the circuit| small wind chests, but they know 
continue this two-picture policy | better than to line up by the foots 
with vaude, especially when a short-|and just pump music. They keep 
age of product confronts the whole /|on the go in the concerted numbers 
biz? and offer a variety of singles and 
doubles. Nicely costumed, they take 
an interest in their work and they 
wallop it over for a show stopper | 
here, with so little competition. | 
They can probably project them- | 
selves in faster company. Only | 
black mark against them was a cur- | 
tain speech. | 

Stevens Bros. and ‘Big Boy,’ a 
bear, were billed recently at the' 
G. O. H. as Stevens Bros. and Bte- | 





There were four acts originally 
booked, but Hill and Hoffman were 
cut after the first show Saturday for 
some reason. The elimination of 
this act saved the Albee $500 on the 
week, 

Smashing established policies with 
such abandon looks like a risky 
Operating move. It may be that-the 
RKO figured ‘Goona Goona’ (FD) 
coming direct to the Albee, after 
more than a two-months run on/|vens. Same wrestling bear gag with 
Broadway at the Cameo, wasn’t the comedy patter, but a slow and 
strong enough to lead the bill. Yet | painful death up here, though they | 
it Saturday’s observation means| were a riot at the other house. | 
anything, it’s ‘Goona Goona’ that’s) Comedy gets no chance with a hard- |} 
holding up the b.o., attracting, curi- | boiled crowd, and the wrestling is a 
ously enough, a largely femme audi- missout. Line girls back in split} 
ence. That’s something to think} Skirts for a dance, and D’Arcy and 
about in view of the program of- | Donaldson offer a ballroom session | 
fered. ;to work up the hurrah, but not a! 

The least and the most that can/ very big noise. There’s also a girl 
be said for the vaude half is that | singer, San Sansarim, with a voice 
the acts individually or in the ag- | ten sizes too small for this barn. 
gregate provide lightweight enter- | Picture was ‘War Correspondent’ 
tainment force. With two features | With three old shorts and the news- 
on the s¢reen, the vaude means | reél, not to mention about a mile and 
nothing. The Gorman act, compris- |@ half of trailers. 
ing one male and several girls, is a| -House might get over were it not 
slow opener. j}that there’s no crowd on 6th av. 





‘nounced as the girl 


to the Saturday afternoon audience 


| it wasn’t having the expected lure. 
| Vaude show consists of seven acts, 
;none of them a wow, while picture 


is ‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U). 

Lower floor was spotty at the sec- 
ond matinee performance, with no- 
body seeming very enthusiastic over 
the show. General apathy greeted 
the vaude bill, not a single act get- 
ting a hand anywhere near show- 
stopping weight. 

Headliner seems to be Sunshine 
Sammy, who’s out in lights, but he’s 
spotted third on the seven-acter, 
with the Four Flushers sixth. Lat- 
ter are a group of lads as gobs in 
knockabout hoke with acrobatics as 
a base. 

Next to a dance team in the final 
act, ‘Miss America Girls’ (New 
Acts), the Flushers shared with 
Sunshine Sammy the total amount 
of applause doled out. 

Sammy, with his two young col- 
ored assistants, merits a better spot 
on the current show. It’s a good 
act if.for no other reason than that 
it’s compact and has speed. 

Up to the closing flash, which 
tries to be a unit all to itself, it 
appears most of the acts are cut- 
ting, notably Jones Preble and Ann 
Lester, both of whom should be do- 
ing more than they did Saturday, 

Miss Lester (New Acts) is an- 
whom Paul 
Whiteman pronounced one of the 
singing ‘finds’ of 1932. She appears 
to be all of that, but was Satisfied 
to do only three numbers. Public 
address system dug up some static 
on her second, which may have been 


talk. | 
| Their material is gaggy and good. | 
He does, however, miss the full op- | 
portunity of that material by a wae | reception down here on No, 2 was . 
9 Would | stariler after the way he’s stoppec 
Maybe they’ve got the combina- | appear that a more obvious comedy | shows in the past, both here and at 
getup would help; just a funny hat! the Audubon. 
doesn’t seem to be enough Lewis’ | 
They’ve got a | fourth. 
$50,000 worth of rent paid and they | ny Valo eas ee ae | with Dolly Davis in a more effec 
ought to be able to kill the rest of | méoré’ ‘an 6 ° ning laughter-getter 
the nut, even with the lic concas- | He's some variation from the gen- 


| the 
| Soap, to the keener memories, 


responsible for her decision net to | 


|go too far and take chances, 


Frebie, dug up by the Skourases 
during the past year through ama- 
teur night, didn’t even take a bow 


The act runs too long for the kind | evenings, and they won’t come inj after lis two numbers. He has a 
of stepping around that’s offered|from the _ outiving districts for voice with all the qualities that 
despite the flashily.. colored drops! shows ne better than this. Chic Rudy Vallee’s possesses, but much 





7 


His lack of 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Noy. 25. 
Five acts used are all of the type 


stronger mn every way. 


Joe Melino and Co. (New Acts). | comprise a stronger combination 
Melino formerly worked | tnan seen here recently. Escalante 
Trio, bar act, opens and goes over 
to big returns. The two men and 
girl are solid in every department 
except the oyer-mugging of the 
eomic. Johnny Dove, standard 
skating act, is hampered by working 
in ‘one,’ but his efforts are mainly 


tive act than he’s now doing with an 
unbilled girl partner. On a fair 
hand, Melino did a ‘Thanks’ bit 
which wasn’t called for. A bow 
alone was all that was justified Sat- 
urday. 


| that gets big audience response and, . 


The Kitayama Japs opened, a 
two-people acrobatic-contortion act 
which is generally slow, offering lit- 


| tle in its six minutes except novelty. 


Joe Gershenson, new pit leader 
down here, has the boys in costumes 
this week doing ‘Whistles,’ which 
calls for use of some toy instru- 
ments, ete. A vocal bit while the 
pit is almost darkened is probably 
done by Jones Preble, who the pre- 
vious half was the band’s soloist 
with a spotlight on him. 

Preble seems to be a general all- 
around man down here, getting a 
spot this week with the show puffed 


confined to acrobatics and tumbling 
on rollers, and he scores, 


Flash hill-billy act, Crockett’s 
Mountaineers, displayed a lot more 
showmanship than most of its type, 
Aggregation claims to be from east- 
ern big time and CBS, and looks 
like it has acquired a lot of stage 
deportment without losing that in- 


| genuiousness that is essential to an 


act of this type. All-string instru- 
mental numbers and yocal efforts 
score except a guitar duet that is 
overlong and non-essential. Father 
of the troupe is a ringer for Cook 


|} tesque knockabout was timed better 


ito call themselves East and Dumke. | 


idge., 


Ulis and Clark repeat after @ 
year, the girl still clinging to a 
German dialect opening that is 
Greek to southern California audi- 
ences. Gags remain practically the 
same as last time, and then they 
were a.k, 


Capps Brothers and Sisters, neat 


out. Char. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 


Labelled as an ‘RKO-NBC Show,’ 
the cousinly hyphen is there be- 
cause East and Dumke and the Earl 








Hines orchestra are both radio! young dancing quartet, close doing 
broadcasters. What is perhaps! the sezne routines with which they 
even more important, it’s a g00d/ scored at the Paramount, a block 
show. away, a month ago. Feature is 


i~ 


Because Saturday night is the big ‘Three on a Match’ (WB), and house 
hotcha session at the Grand Terrace | ¢anacity second afternoon of the 
cafe, it was an inescapable obliga- | yyn, 
tion for the Earl Hines band to be} 
on hand for business out there at an 


early hour. So RKO obliged by al- | ° ° 9 

lowing the band to apen the show | Billy Clifford’s Estate 

for Saturday only. Thereafter it) . 

closed and the Four Emerald Sisters | IM Recvrship Over $19,000 
took the reverse exchange of spots. 

Hines (New Acts) opened the Urbana, O., Nov. 28. 
show well, if perhaps a trifle too| The estate of Billy 8. Clifford, 
long. Harry Savoy picked it up| stage comedian and producer, hag 

gone into the hands of a receiver, 


from there. Savoy is privy to the 
the Home Loan Co., having filed 


secret that it’s how, not what, you 
sell. His conglomerate of g8888/ uit in common pleas court for 
$19,000. 


from Joe Miller, the almanac, and a 

well-indexed memory, were dexteri- 

ously slipped across with able inci- During Clifford’s lifetime the spa- 

dental help from an experienced | cious theatre he built in Urbana, 

lady in white stain. was destroyed by fire and many 

neat Ghat auieat maaite eras akin projects and investments went on 

ous material of former turns, more | the rocks. Clifford died suddenly 

than delivered in the trey. Her gro- | ™0ore than @ year ago and is sur- 

vived by his wife, who was in one 

and clicking more smartly than/| of the Gus Edwards companies, and 

heretofore. Harry Savoy worked/a daughter. 

with her in one bit. 
East and Dumke are on the mar- | 

quee and in the ads as ‘Sisters of ? 

the Skillet,’ their radio billing when F&M S STICK DATES 

formerly employed by Ivory Soap. 

Now they are working for Armour,! Unit Breaking Jump Via Flock of 

who, by report, would prefer them | One and Two-Niters 




















Boys and RKO seemingly were of | 
the opinion that they were best | Seattle, Nov. 28. 
known and most potent at the cash- | Georgia Minstrels, Fanchon & 


ier’s under the informal name. Any- 
how, whether Armour is sore or not, 
State-Lake is recalling Ivory 


Marco unit, is booked in Keighley- 
Roscoe territory for one and twoe- 
| day stands in Bellingham, Bremere 
ton, Tacoma, Olypia, Yakima, Wen- 
atchee, Pasco, Spokane, Then swings 
‘into Montana time, returning to regs 
ular F. & M. showing at Madison, 
Wis, 


Presenting the same turn as th2| 
Palace a month or two ago, East 
and Dumke got over easily. Emer- 
alds closed nicely. Current picture 
is ‘Okay America’ (U), which was 


held up several months by censor oie ; , , 
trouble, but finally got through This show is filing in oke time tm 
practically untouched Land. the sticks to break long jump. 
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Donovan Sis & B Ingenues 

«Ben Marks Co PATERSON 

Goss & Barrows Keith's 

Paddy Cliff Orch Ist half (3-6) 

BOSTON 3 French Misses 

Keith's (26) Delivery Boys 

Claudia Alba Nan Halperin 

Al Mamaux Garner Wolf & H 

Vincent Lopez Co Donatella Bros Co 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (December 3) 
THIS WEEK (November 26) 


Numerals in connection with boilis below inc.cate opening cay of 
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NEW YORK CITY, Harlan & &t John 
\eademy | Annie Judy & Zeke 
Ist half (3-6) i 3 Sailors 
Campo Co | Willie Mauss 
Thomas 5 LOUISVILLE 
(Three to fill) i . | 
2d half (7-9) Rialto (3-9) 
Sid Marion Gregory & Ramon 
Waiter Powell Or IR sss & Bennett 
(Three to fill) Naro lLockford Co | 
2d half (30-2) Carol & Stuart 
4 Pearls Gracie Schenck Co 
} 
MAYFAIR OCTETTE 
8th WEEK | 
At the Roxy 
Personal Management 
LEDDY & SMITH 
3 Yorkers NASHVILLE 
Bob Carney Princess (2-7) 
Vaughn De leath 4 Frankerbergs 
Bayes & Speck Joe Christy Co 
Gaieties Rev «(Two to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (3) 
Mae Wynne 4 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (3) 
Mady Co 


Yorke & king Herman Hyde 

Jack Smith Billy House Co 

Arnold Johnson Or} Lloyd Hughes 

(One to fill) Ross Wyse Jr Co 
(26) (26) 

B & R Goman Rev | Olson & Johnson 

Giovanni MINNEAPOLIS 


Orpheum (3) 
Joe Fanton $ 
Ola Lilith 
Forsythe S'm'n & F 
Ingenues 
(26) 
May Wynne 4 
Herman Hyde 
Billy House Co 
Lloyd Hughes 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (2) 
Hazelle Kliatoff Co 


Havana Casino Or 
Prospect 
Ist half (3-6) 
Girls of Manhattan 
Shaw & Brunet 
Ross Benny Co 
Frank Melino Co 
Walter Powell Or 
2d half (7-9) 
& Vincent 
Joe Young Co 
Gus Mulcahy 
Harry J Conley Co 
Georgia Serenaders 


2d half (30-2) Boyce & Marsh 
Rajah Raboid Jack Mulmall Co 
(Others to fill) George McQueen 
ALBANY Searlett's Monks 
Palace (25) | 
Ist half (3-6) M’lr’'y M'N’ce & R 
Giovanni Roy Rogers 
Colby & Murray Rvj| Joe Marks Co 
(Three to fill) Carol & Stuart 
2d half (7-9) Gracie Schenk Co 
Claudia Alba OMAHA 


Keith’s (25-27) 
Joe Fanton 3 
Forsythe S’m'n & F 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Medley « Dupree 


Frances Langford 
Garner Wolf & H 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-2) 
& A 


2d half (7-9) 
Campo & Ptnr 
Bertolineaux 
Doc Baker Co 
Harry Burns Co 


Marty May 

Friedland’s Rev 
CHICAGO 
Palace (3) 

Stanley 2 Co 


Allen & Canfield King Brawn 
Lew Pollock Co 2d half (30-2) 
Cookie Bowers Christensens 
Cooper & Small Cooley & Mooney 


Ann Lester 
Wills & Davis 


Joe Marks Co 
Rae Samuels 





Sandy Lane Co Carl Freed Co 

(26) PROVIDENCE 
Stone & Gibbons Keith’s (3) 
Art Jarrett DeW'if M’tc’lf & F 
Joe Morris Co Joe Kelsoe 
Molly Picon Stone & Taylor 


|} Stuart & 


2d half (30-2) 
Misses 


13 French 

| Kraft & Lamont 
Bddie White 

rommy Monahar 
TROY 
Keich's 

Ist half (3-6 

Kit vhite & A 


Donovan Sis & B 


| Ben Marks Co 
| 


1 Colby & 
{ 


| Britt 


i to Mhiid 
Jd half (7-9) 


| Giovann 
| Dalton & 


Rose 
fill) 


(30-2) 


‘Three to 
2d half 
Murray R 
larence Moore & L 
M Montgomery 
Wood 


Ray 


& N 





3 


Loew | 


> 





INEW YORK CITY | 


Capitol (2) 
Lyman Orch 
Boulevard 
ist half (2-5) 
Merril Bros & Sis 
Donnelly M & K 
Andre Renard 
Frank Conville 
Dillon & Parker Co 
2d half (6-8) 
Andressen & Allen 
Tony Wons 
Lash 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist half (2-5) 
Garner Wolfe & H 
Rosette & Luttman 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Grace Barrie 
Cooke & Irving 
Andre Renard 
Cass Mack & O 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (2) 
Don Redman Rev 
Buck & Bubbles 
State (2) 
Tiebor's Seals 
Lewis & Moore 
Jordan & Woods 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Johnny Perkins 
Eddie Duchin Bd 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
ist half (2-5) 
Billy Rolls & D 
Schwartz & Ray 
Wally Sharples Co 
Bob Hall 
Calif Collegians 
2d hatt (6-8) 
Maximo 
Dave Schooler 
Lee 2 


Abe 





|A & F 





Smith & Hart 
Rosette & Luttman 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (2) 
Earl Lindsay Rev 
Lake 

Gus Van 

Michon Bros 
Jacques Renard Or 
Valencia (2) 
Gails Co 


Ford 


Lee 
Ruth 
Larry Rich 
Morton Downey 
Alex Morrison 
BALTIMORE 
Century (2) 
Manjean Tr 
Jean Carr 
James Kirkwood 
Bob Murpky 
Blue Rhythm Bd 
CLEVELAND 
State (2) 
Lee Ghezzis 
Bert Frohman 
Carl Shaw Co 
Erail Boreo 
Sylvia & Clements 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (2) 
Janet May 
Jerome Mann 
Seiler & Wills 
Lewis & Ames 
Songwriters Parad 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (2) 
Desert Song 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (2) 
Hamlin & K 
Chilton & Thomas 
Chilton & Thoms 
Irene Rich 
Will Fyffe 
Rae Ellis & LaRue 


Kay 





_ WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half (2-5) 
Al Johnston & Girls 
Milo 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
James Hall 
(Four to fill) 
Ist half (25-28) 
Crystal 3 
Kirby & Duval 
Dave Schooler 
Hobart Bosworth 
Cont’! Tourists 
2a half (29-1) 
Will Osborne Orch 
(Four to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (1) 
Art Henry Co 
(Three to fill) 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (1) 
Dave Harris Co 
(Three to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (2) 
Will Osborne Orch 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
(Three to fill) 





(25) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Milo 
June Carr 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Walter Powell Bd 
Mastbaum (25) 
Mills Bros 
Ken Murray 
Chilton & Thomas 
Sylvia Froos 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (2) 
Aber 2 
Bobby May 
Hobart Bosworth 


Benny Davis 
(25) 
Bob Stickney 


Aber 2 
Weaver Bros 
WATERBURY 
Strand (2) 
Lomas Tr 
(Others to fill) 
(26-27) 
Dorothy Co 
4 Sharps 
Art Henry Co 
Jack Randall Co 
Goss & Barrow 
Blanche Calloway 














OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Key Remick, Paula 











Royal Uyeno Japs | Goss & Barrows 
State Lake (3) Vincent Lopez Co 
(26) 
or. a ** ae Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
4 Emeralds Nash & Fately 
Harry Savoy Thomas 5 
Daphne Pollard Benny Ross 


Sisters of Skillet Dalton & Rose 


Earl Hines Orch ST. PAUL 
INCINNATI Keith’s 
“hikes (25) Ist half (3-6) 

Bert Walton 3 Whippets 


Ryan & Nobiette 
Rimacs Orch 
Senator Murphy 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (3) 


Stone & Gibbons : 
Art Jarrett Cooper & Smat'l 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin TORONTO 
Harry Savoy Imperial (3) 
Dave Apollon Betty Jane Cooper 
(26) B & J Browne 
Adler & Bradford Fadcy Cliff Orch 
Raynor Lehr Joe Browning 
“Charles King Ifoney Fam 
Block & Sully (26) 
Smith & Dale Monroe & Grant 
Mario & Lazarin Cookie Bowers 
ELIZABETH Frances Langford 
Keith's Sid Marion 
Ist half (3-6) Sammy Krevoff Co 
Maurice & Vincent TRENTON 
Pinto Casey & C Capitol 


Donovan Sis & B Ist half (3-6) 


Joe Young Co Richard Vintour Co 
Mary Marvin Co Gus Mulcahy 

(26) Bayes & Speck 
W E Ritchie Doe Baker Co 
Bobby Bernard Co 2d half (7-9) 
Hickey Bros Donovan Sis & IB 


Benny Ross Co 
Carl Freed Co 
(One to fill) 


Seldon & Zink Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (3-9) 


White & Cole 2a heaif (30-2) 
Chas Wilson Campo Co 

Cc & J Preisser Hinky Dinkey & R 
Al K Hall Co Billy Glason 


Nell Kelly 





Marcy & LaBelle Lincoln 
KANSAS CITY Ist half (3-€) 
Mainstreet (2) 5 Lelands 


2 Whippets Will J Ward 


Bryant Raines & Y 


Fanchon 





& Marco 








BROOKLYN 
Fox (2) 
‘Bughouse’ I 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mishka 
Balalaika 6 
Flaschette 
Tudy 
Virginia Peck 
La Verne 
BOSTON 
Scollay Sq. (2) 
‘Hlywd Comedians’ 
Teddy Joyce 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Jeannie 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyee & Gary 
BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (2) 
‘Radio Stars’ 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
Leota Lane 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacct 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (2) 
‘Bombay’ I 
Flo Lewis 
O'Connor Fam 
Gaylene Sis 
Pasquali Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Uptown (2%) 
‘Trene’ 
Kathryn Crawford 
Bobby Watson 
George Dobbs 
Walter Regan 
George Ball 
Buddy Karsen 
George Fox 
Sydney Reynolds 





Fred Lightner 
Teddy Mary & E 
2d half (7-9) 
Radio Romeos 
(Three te fill) 


Miles & Siegal 
Senator Murphy 
Gus Edwards Rev 
¢25) 
Cerbett & Conrer 





Anolyn Arden 
Ruth Fay 

Betty Farrincion 
Dorothy TaMar 
Wanda Allen 


Karsen & Gretel 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (2) 
‘Birthday Party’ 

Bill Telaak 
Rogers & Wynne 
Bill Brown 
Sally Payne 
Sarti & Russo 
Sylvia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (2) 
‘Follow Thru’ 
Joe Penner 


Olive Olsen 
Mae Harris 
Eddie Tamlyn 


Helen Wright 
Franklyn Farnum 
Madeline Sheffield 
Bill Halligan 
Jerry Ross 
Alita Duncan 
Dee Loretta 
Earl Maestro 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (2) 
‘Ubangi’ I 
Roy Cummings 
3 Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
Gilda Gray 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (2) 
‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Fredericks 
Warren Jackson 
Julia Curtis 
De Long Sis 
Calif Redheads 
Joey Cey Lon 
Ottilie George 
§ Thoroughbreds 
LITTLE ROCK 
Arkansas (2) 
‘Hanpiness Show’ 
Eddie Peabody 
Draper 
Joy toys 
Mary & Marge 
| Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
TONG BEACH 
West Ceast (®) 


Jessie 





Soy Bells’ I 





LOS ANGELES 
United Artists (2) 
Hot House’ I 

MILWAUKEE 

Wisconsin (2) 
| Tia Juana 
Bert Gordon 
F X Bushman Jr 
| Enrica & Novello 
| Bob Shafer 
| Floren Hedges 
Leona Saunders 
| Virginia Crawford 
| Sunkist Ens 
j MONTREAL 

Loew's State (2) 

Le rt Sone 
Perry Askam 
} Tan: 
| Marl Askam 

Nennette Vailon 
|} John Merkyl 
| Charles Boyle 
| Sylvia Shore 
| fon Wagner 

NEW HAVEN 

Paramount (2) 
I’ & M Britton Bd 
Gene Gory & T 
Loretta Dennison 
Hite Kenney & C 
Beatrice Howell 
Chie Kennedy 

NEW ORLEANS 

State (2) 
‘M & M Mouse’ I 
Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
Monty & Carmo 





Toots Novelle 


OAKLAND 


Dolly Kr 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (°) 

‘School Days’ |! 
Milton Doug!as 
Freddie Craig J 
Billy Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 


amer 


Charley Myers 
Nellie Tho n 
Bobby Bernard 
Louis Pope 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
T & J O'Connor 
Buster Keim 


Dorothy ke i 
John 
Estelle Halesia 
SEATTLE 
Paramount (2) 
‘Spotlights’ I 
Charlie Melson 
Miss Irmanette 
Bredwins 
Chalmers Ens 
SPRINGFIELD 
Poli (2) 


Sue St 


Esther Pressman 
Doris Deane 
Mildred Gaye- 
High Hat Bd 
TORONTO 
Imperial (2) 
‘Hearts of B'way’ 
Vera Gordon 





Oakland (2) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Bernardo De 
Celine Lescar 
Jackson & Gardner 
Peg-Leg Bates 
Park & Clifford 
PHI't ADELPHIA 

Fox (2) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irving & McAvoy 
Dancing Boys 

PORTLAND 
Paramount (2) 
‘Mystery’ 

A Duval Co 
Heller & Riley 
Smith Rogers & E 
Sunkist Ens 

SAN DIEGO 

Fox (2) 
‘Big Ton’ T 
Jack Sidney 
Adele Nelson 
Flo Mayo 


Pace 


Sidney Page 
4 Normans 
Topsy McMann 
Peggy Earl 
Max Lerner 
Nadje Gordon 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orphenm (2) 
‘Whoopee’ ! 
Buddy Doyle 
John Rutherford 
Gene Gehrung 
Eddie Abdo 
Jane Lee 
Pietro Gentili 
William Dyer 
Virginia 1. Bouldin 
Carter De H'ven Jr 
Bobbe Arnst 
Juan Villascna 
WORCUSTER 
Poli (2) 
‘Movie Circus’ 
Monte Blue 
Monroe Bros 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Ben Omar 





H Hanvpison’s (‘o 
Bee Hee & R 


Freethy Ens 





Cabarets 





Biltmore Hotel 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 

Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 

Trene Taylor 

Jack Fulton Jr 
tamona 


Central P’k Casino 


Sheila Barrett 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Inna 


Cora Green 

Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
i.illian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowle 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 
Don Redman Orch 


Cotton Clab 


Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


El Chico's 


Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


El Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch 
El Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 
Ignacio Ruffino 
Marta de la Torre 
Accordion Luis 


El Garon 


Frances Williams 
Dario & Diane 
Russell Johns 
Lou Belard 

Larry Siry Orch 
Ragusa’s Tango Or 


El Patio 


Rosita & Ramon 
Frances Maddux 
Endor & Farrell 
Henry King Or 


Gypsy Trail 


Baroness Eragsi 
Louis Hegedush 
Ethel Pastor 

Kokosch Gypsy Or 


H'lyw’d R’staurant 


Fowler & Tamara 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Bow 

4 Climas 

Isham Jones Orch 


Hotel Lexington 


Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 


Hotel New Yorker 
Fran Frey 
Ha-Cha Gardiner 
Bobby Borger 
Jack Clifford 

G & C Herbert 
Geo Olsen Orch 


Lido Gardens 
Billy Arnold Rev 
Allan Walker 
Bubbles 
Bob Biglow 
Larry Lee 
Uarry Carrok Orch 


Montparnasee 





NEW YORK CITY 


Loomis Sis 

Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 
Bobby Sanford 


Nut Club 


Joe Lewis 

Jerry Bergen 
Lulu Bates 

Nina Laughlin 
Barbara McDonald 
Brook Adams 
Lew Fink 

Joe Plotski 

Al Romanoff 
Village Choir 
Enoch Light's Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Eddie Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Park Central Hotel 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Terry Sis 

Joe Peddles 


Place Pigalle 


Peggy de Albrew 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Ord Hamilton 
Dick Gasparre Orch 
D Alberto Tangoists 


Riviera 


Earl Rickard 
Gertrude Niesen 
Dolores Farris 
Floria Vestoff 
Crawford & Caskey 
Peggy English 
Barbara McDonald 
Arthur Rogers 
Don Carlos Orch 
Jimmy Carr Orch 


Roosevelt Hotel 
Guy Lombardo Or 
Russian Arts 


Joe Sorantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanofft 


St. Regis Hotel 


Dario & Diane 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Smali’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Mabel Scott 

Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hal! Orch 


The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 
Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 


Torch Club 


Jackie May 
Frances Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Elissa Duval 
Buddy Wagner Or 


Village Barn 
Gus Van 
Betty Froos 
Betty Dodge 
Mackie & LaValle 
Rita Townsend 
Billie Bold 
Joe Furst’s Orch 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Emit Coleman Or 
The Argentines 





| De Marcos 


Mischa Borr Bas 


‘Jubilee’ 

Ted Lewis 

Dixie 4 

‘Snowball’ Whittier! 
High Hat Beauties 
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| Picture Theatres | 
| } 
be YORK CITY! Perry Askam 
Paramount (25) Desert Song 

| Rudy Vallee ‘If I Had Million’ 
| Burns & Allen CHICAGO 
Pees H | Oriental (25) 

| Mo ni Bros | Ed Lowry 

| Dorothy Van Alst Jane Froman 

Jesse Crawford Walter Donaldson 
| ‘False Faces’ Gomez & Winona 

| Koxy (25) Lucky Boys 

| Ben Dova Gordon Reed & K 

| Val Vestoff | ‘Faithless’ 

| C’th'rine Littlefield Uptown (25) 

| David Ross Orch Neville Fleeson 

| ‘Call Her Savage’ Denizon & Murrie 
BROOKLYN Radio Rogues 

Paramount (25) Tyrell & Fawcett 
| Maurice Chevalier Rasset Ballet 
| Jack Holland ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
June Knight DETROIT 
Bobbie May Fisher (25) 
| Les Gails Mel Klee 

‘False Faces’ Rita Royce Co 

BUFFALO Bert Nagle 

Buffalo (25) ‘You Said a M’thf'l’ 





CHICAGO 


Blackhawk Sylvia (Gypsy) 
Hal Kemp Orch Herron 
Deane Janis ‘Kittens’ Lee 
Rose & Ray Lyle Curry & DeSylvia 
Patricia Storm Bobby Cook 
Connie Bee 


Paul Sis 
Loma Ruth 


Blue Grotto Don Pedro Orch 


Margie Taite Granada 
Marjorie France 
- - . Jack s c 
Connie Cella a — 
Olga Hoyer Gladys DeF 
Todd Sis eee eee Se 

- Keller Sis 
Betty Van Allen Chicagoettes 
Freddie Daw Orch : 


Club Alabam Kit Kat 
Jeane Holly aie > 
Effie Burton petal Pa - 
Patsy McNair : Elice Lorraine 
Edna Lindsey 


Irene Barba 

Rosalie Jelke 

Dot LeRoy 
Orch 


Fred Janis 
Montmartre 
LaMay & Louise 
Tina Tweedie 
Dick Ware 
Edna Mae 


Freddie Villant 

Mildred Rose 

Bernie Adlei 

Eddie Makins Orch 
Chez Paree 

Ben Pollock Orch 

Doris Robbins 


College Inn Morris 


Jinette Vallon F Quartell’'s Orch 
Mae Golden 

Ben Bernie Orch Paramount Club 
Jackie Heller Sally Rand 

38 Orphans Harry Glynn 


Pat Etta Reed 

Di Giovanni 
Anita LaPierre 
Billy Carr 
Ercelle Sis 

Sid Lang's Orch 
Terrace Gardens 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Emily DeSalv! 
Jack Read 


Kennedy 


Club Clifford 
Bradsh'’w & C'l’g'ns 
Eva Brown Co 
Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher Orch 
Olive O'Niel 
Knickerbock’r Club 


Mary Williams 
Peters & Farrell 





Nina Watson Vanity Fair 

Tony Corcoran 3 c 

Bill Nolan Orch Nat Nazarro Jr 
= Pr Earl & Josephine 
Frolic’s Margie Nelson 

Roy Sedley Olive Faye 

Geo Haggerty Peggy Moore 


Yvonne Morrow Jack Russell 


MONEY TALKS 


(Continued from page 19) 


ford music hall on Sunday evening, 
Nov. 13, to get an audience re- 
action. If Sunday night's reception 
is any criterion, ‘Money Talks’ is a 
big laughing success. 

The film is a first rate job in the 
collection and projection of hokum. 
Not one surefire laugh has been 
neglected. While the author may 
take credit for some of it, or all of 
it for that matter, it is certain 
Julian Rose’s jazbos were utilized to 
the full. And Julian has a good 
memory. They go back to a chicken 
crossing the street and stop to take 
on some of Joe Welch’s old mono- 
log, winding up with Julian making 
a speech at his daughter’s wedding 
supper, wherein he informs the au- 
dience his heart is full of ‘sediment,’ 
concluding with ‘I'll tell you in two 
words—impossible.’ 

Picture utilizes the story of 
‘Brewster’s Mi'lions,’ as applied to 
a Jewish business man who will in- 
herit $500,000 from his sister, pro- 
viding he is a poor man in 30 days, 
He backs a show, a prize fighter, 
racehorses, purchases an apparently 
decrepit suspender factory, and so, 
and, of course, they all yield him 
fabulous profits. 

The picture is designed not only 
for here, but for America, where 
Rose is, of course, known, and 
where they can play up Kid Berg’s 
name. It is a splendid production, 
full of speed and interest, with Rose 
putting over a legitimate charac- 
terization without hirsute adorn- 
ment that would do credit to any 
legit. In addition, his quick in- 
cisive method of delivery reveals his 
vaudeville training. 

‘Money Talks’ should be an ex- 
cellent feature for neighborhood 
picture houses, both here and in the 
States, with a heavy draw in the 
Jewish quarters, In those places it 
will go uproariously; in other sec- 
tions it will be laughed at with 
equal fervor. Jolo. 


HAPPY EVER AFTER 


(GERMAN MADE) 


London, Nov. 10. 

Ufa production with entirely English 
cast, released through W. & F. Erich 
Pommer production directed by Paul Mar- 
tin, starring Lilian Harvey, Jack Hulbert 
and Cicely Courtneidge, with Sonnie Hale 
featured. Recorded by Klangfilm; music 
by Werner R. Heymann; lyrics by Douglas 


Furber; dialog by Douglas Furber and 
Jack Hulbert. Photography by Gunther 
Rittau. Length, 8,000 feet approx.: run- 


ning time, 90 mins. Previewed Prince Ed- 
ward theatre, London, Nov. 8 


Gaumont British Picture Cor- 
poration, by arrangement with Ufa, 
produced in Berlin, ‘Happy Ever 
After,’ originally titled, ‘The Wi- 





——=~n 


dow’s Bed.’ This is the first Ufa 
production with which the Gau. 
mont British people have been as- 


sociated, It has helped neither the 
German concern, nor their own 
reputations. 

The story is very slight, and 


never once really gets a grip on the 
audience. It borders on the phan- 
tasy as achieved in a totally differ. 
ent way in ‘Congress Dances,’ where 
the period costumes and generally 
romantic atmosphere justified the 
airy unvreality. 

In this case, a couple of very 
ordinary looking window cleaners 
and their love tor a homeless film 
aspirant make for neither real ro- 
mance nor phantasy. 

Jack Hulbert, cast as one of the 
lovers, is wasted in the role of a 
backward wooer, when one con- 
siders his own popular form of 
comedy and dancing, to which he 
never once resorts. Following his 
successes in ‘Love on Wheels’ and 
‘Jack's the Boy,’ this effort is de- 
cidedly a step back for him, and 
also for Cicely Courtneidge, with 
whom he usually has some really 
funny situations. Her few oppor- 
tunities for comedy are in the ca- 
pacity of a newspaper seller at a 
kiosk with one or two weird cos- 
tumes and a few comic moments 
in mounting a tandem cycle. 

In support there are such sterling 
‘actors as Edward Chapman, who 
was the outstanding hit in ‘The 
Good Companions,’ Percy Parsons 
and Clifford Heatherley. 

The production is obviously an 
attempt to duplicate the English 
success of ‘Congress Dances’ and 
it turns out to be a weak cross be- 
tween that film and ‘Sunshine 
Susie.’ 

The theme musical number is not 
especially catchy. Production ex- 
cellent; technique splendid; trick 
photography in the dream scene 
wherein Miss Harvey journeys to 
Hollywood in a phantom railway 
train which flies, proceeds under 
water, and so on, extremely in- 
genious, but too obvious. 

A waste of star material. Jolo. 


MARRY ME 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Nov. 12. 
A Gainsborough picture, released through 
Gaumont British, Directed by William 


Thiele Stars George Robey, Ian Hunter, 
Harry Green, Renate Muller. Running 
time, 75 minutes. Previewed Tivoli thea- 


tre, London. 


Considerable effort and money 
were spent on this picture in an 
endeavor to duplicate the success 
which Renate Muller scored in ‘Sun- 
shine Susie.’ 

It is probable the sponsors for the 
picture will succeed in their para- 
phrasing efforts. All the elements 
that went to make up the former 
=nglish success are utilized in this 
one. 

But romance is elusive. Despite 
efforts to capture it, it misses, and 
it is hard to tell why. In this in- 
stance it is suggested that the oc- 
xasional slip-up in photography is 
partly to blame. 

Enyguiry has elicited the view that 
patchy photographing is due to 
slackness in make-up supervision. 
A very pretty recruit from musical 
comedy was recently assigned an 
important role in a singing pictere. 
On the screen she looked haggard. 
Nobody connected with the filming 
knew why. But anyone with half 
an eye could see that the make-up 
man had not allowed for dimples 
which created shadows on both 
cheexs. 

Some one is similiarly to blame ia 
this instance. Jolo. 


MAQUILLAGE 


(‘Make Up’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

(With Songs) 
Paris, Nov. 15. 
Paramoum production and release. Di- 
y\ tees Charles Anton. Photo Langenfeld. 
A@apted by Saint-Granier and Paul Schiller 
from Mildred Cram’s novel. Music by Mar- 
cel Salles. Recorded Western Electric. 
Running time, 105 mins. Paramount Paris, 


Nov. 12, 
Cast: Saint-Granier, Pauley, Robert 
Burnier, Rosine Derean, Edwige Feuillere, 


Little Toto. 


Locally suitable entertainment 
fare, with one tune likely to catch. 
A show business sob story depict- 
ing a poor but talented clown whom 
a shady partner does out of his song 
masterpiece and his girl whom, how- 
ever, he reclaims when shady part- 
ner’s death is brought about by his 
mistress. Tempo fair, with suitable 
mixture of pathos and gags, in- 
stanced by alternate shots of faith- 
ful old horse and ludicrous flivver. 
Photo and sound not so good. 
Direction fair, but studio work 
sometimes lacking in finesse. A s@- 
quence shows an old type of French 
provincial amateur cabaret-vaude, 
with ‘get-the-hook’ activity. Andre, 
the kid who acts little Toto, the 
clown’s ward, gives an _ excellent 
performance , showing ability to 
draw tears from the audience. He 
photographs well and is worth de- 
veloping. Saint-Granier, who i158 
now out of Paramount, is okay as 
the clown, and Burnier as the heavy. 
Pauley, who on the Paris legit stage 
is ‘Mademoiselle’s father is good 
gagman. Femmes just fair. 
Saint-Granier and Pauley’s nar 
and the ‘get-the-hook’ low comedy 
idea, should provide suitable m&- 


terial for exploitation in provinces 
Mavi. 
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~ 15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Government checking up on au- | 


thors of anti-Japanese plays. Felt 
they might be Greman sympathizers 
trying to get us in trouble. 





Gus Hornbrook act was forced to 
eancel its southern tour. Unable to 
get a car to move the eight horses 


used. 





Columbia theatre, N. Y., which 
gave Sunday concerts had trouble 
with its noisy gallery patrons. 
Hushed them by upping the price to 
two bits. 





White Rats finally succeeded in 
holding its Fed. of Labor charter. 
Gave it up only about three years 
ago. Charter was originally issued 
to Actors’ Protective Union No. 1, 
of N. Y., absorbed by the Rats. 





Girl acts in a slump. Too many, 
too much alike and too poor. 





Broadway house owners were 
holding meetings to discuss a plan 
to get better sharing terms for the 


theatres. 





Times were so tough along B’way 
that L. Lawrence Weber proposed 
a commonwealth scheme for players 
and managers similar to that often 
obtaining now. 





Plenty of talk about a merger of 
theatres and picture’ producers. 
Stanley Mastbaum sent a 500-word 
telegram to all producers pointing 
out that $500,000 weekly could be 
saved through elimination of extra 
advertising and excess exchanges. 
Overproduction was the chief waste. 
About 950 features were being made 
that season. 

Proposal to drop space from pro- 
German papers nearly busted the 
M. P. Advertisers. Several resig- 
nations offered, but the matter was 
smoothed over. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








There had been a 10-mile foot- | 


race in Pittsburgh with the winner 
a quarter mile ahead of the second 
man. Latter claimed a foul and the 
referee took until next day to decide 
the matter. Decided it was a foul 
and the other man’s friends beat 


him up. 





Minstrel troupe in St. Louis was 
turning them away, but Mary An- 
derson in ‘Pygmalion and Galatea’ 
played to only half a house. 


Dazian, costumer, and Shi-:del- 
heim, wig maker, were advertisers. 
Both in business until very recently. 





Half a million persons visited the 
grave of the 400 victims of the Ring 
theatre fire in Vienna on All Souls 
Day. 


Chicago ball team was to im- 
prove its playing field, spending all 
of $1,000. Included a six foot fence 
around the park and bleacher seats 
to the top of the fence. Reporters 
were to have a private stand. 





Patti got a note threatening her 
Nfe if she sang that evening. She 
Sang, but no one shot her. ‘Clip- 
Per’ hinted it might have been a 
press gag. Business was off for a 
Patti tour. 


' a break from that angle. 


| tickets between 1:30 and 2 p. m. at 40c. and no tax, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Paramount has an order ready to send out to al! exchanges to stop 
| selling ‘Shanghai Express.’ Not considered likely that the order will be 
| used, but it may be. 
| Move is a gesture for the Chinese government. About four months | 


plus a threat that if it isn’t 
d into China. 


| ago it entered a protest against the film 


recalled no further Par pictures will be allow: 


threat called for the film to be taken out of distribution anywhere and 
all prints destroyed. 
Par’s foreign department explained to the Chinese government the 


picture had shown in most world theatres and that, though it would do 
very little good, the company would withdraw it at this stage if neces- 
sary. Note mentioned the destroyal of prints would not and could not 
be possible for business purposes, nearest possibility being to lay all the 
prints on the shelf. 

China has never answered that explanation with Paramount assuming 
that the matter has been dropped. During the past week word seeped 
to New York, through unofficial channels, that China had ordered no 
more Paramount pictures to be looked at by the censor over 
Which is tantamount to a barring. Company is awaiting official action 
or notice before doing anything further. 

‘Shanghai Express’ (with Dietrich) 





was a trouble-maker in several 


agreed to cut the French sequence in the train out of all world prints. 





Amike Vogel, let out by Fox in the recent shakeup in the advertising 
department, is heading for Florida this week, probably tomorrow or 
Thursday. It’s been several years since he has had a 


there are none. Argues that eventually the idling hustlers wil] come to 
be looked upon as poor relations, and he would rather drop out of sight 
for a time and then stage a comeback if he does not go over to the 
-theatre end or do general publicity. He differs with ‘Variety’ in its re- 
cent statement that the outs who spent a cheap summer out of town 
are now the forgotten men. Argues they would be just as much for- 
gotten and a lot poorer if they had hung around B’way ‘making face’ 
on their reserves. 

Vogel will head for Miami with a pack of ideas for theatres or mer- 
chants, and if they no like, he’ll go somewhere else, Figures the stores 
are doing almost as much exploitation as the theatres, and may get 





have something new. Offers 
Show starts at two. 
Price ups to 50c. and tax when the show starts, but meantime the 
house is pretty well filled. Audience is classy, and the lic. saved does 
not mean as much as it might elsewhcre, but it gets them in just the 
same. 

Figures that they’ll come pronto if they can get a slice, and be there 
for the opening. If they wait around, they may figure it’s too late to go, 
and stay away. 

Another new idea is to sell a Hawaiian curry supper and a midnight 
special show for $2, with the special speakers at the show eating the 
supper, too. Mostly travelogues with the makers doing a personal. 
Lets the Park Ave. crowd have a big time at much less than the supper 
clubs, and more class, 


Little Picture house, N. Y., seems to 





Departure of Frank Whitbeck from the Paramount studio, Hollywood, 
was prefaced by many complaints from the home office over the adver- 
tising matter being forwarded from the coast for use by the theatres. 
From the start friction occurred between Arthur Mayer in New York 
and Whitbeck, with the east believing ad matter prepared at the studio 
was duplication, 

Whitbeck was getting $250 out there preparing advertising reports, 
with ad copy, and occasionally-suggested:- layouts for ads. The 10 to 20- 
page mimeographed matter included synopsis of stories in greater detail 
than needed, plus suggestioned exploitation’ paragraphs and ad copy. 








Sunday trouble in Cincinnati, 
where a new law prevented dra- 
matic shows but permitted Sunday 
‘sacred’ concerts. Police finally de- 
cided to bring a test case and keep 
hands off until a decision. Impos- 
sible to obtain convictions because 
of public sentiment. 





Billy Emerson, who still had his} 
minstrel theatre in San Francisco, | 
was offering Conchita, advertised | 
as the only female minstrel. | 

i 





John L. Sullivan did $5,656 in nine | 
#hows in Washington. 


New York did not use much of it. Whitbeck had beén doing what 
Arch Reeve had been handling in simpler form in the same studio for 
years. 





Recently one of the major studios started an economic innovation 
which proved most costly to them. Instead of clearing a horde of extras 


EDETOREAL 


The Chinese | 


there, | 


| other spots with the French government the first to protest. That country | 
got at Par just about the time the film was first released and the company | 


real vacation | 
and he says there’s no use hanging around town asking for a job when | 
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Vaudeville as a Savior? 


Poor vaudeville! The boys have hammered it, butchered it. kicked it 
around, turned it upside down, slam-banged it from every angle, and at 
last have murdered it. 

But as vaudeville for the past 10 years or more has been the talent 
source of American show business, it still remains a question whether 
vaudeville can aliogether be killed. It has supplied the musical shows 
with their best people and has furnished the screen with its best comics, 


The picture houses which depend on the screen and believe only in 
the screen have done the most damage to vaudeville. Still it is most 
likely that it will be in those very theatres that vaudeville will make 
its comeback. How that will be would be foclish to predict. It 
may be before this has pas The same has been said about 
other seasons and vaudeville but it didn't happen. Now any number of 
believe it must happen. 


long 
season sed. 
showmen 

One of the big causes contribuiing to the return of vaudeville will no 
doubt be a splitting up of the chains. Chain heads who knew ap- 
parently little about vaudeville and perhaps not much more about chains, 
refused to listen to any proposal involving vaudeville as a general remedy 
for bad pictures. They said the pictures must get better; that theatres 
couldn't afford to pay stage hands and musicians just to give the patrons 


| an extra vaudeville show. So they played features and shorts. Some 
| managers may have thrown out the vaudeville for other reasons. In 


time to come those other reasons must become known. 

Pictures haven't grown any better or at least not good enough for all 
of them to stand by themselves. There have been some and more better 
| money pictures possibly than a year ago at this ime, but only a theatre 

operator can tell you how unreliable his grosses are, dependent weekly 
| upon the changeable feature picture only. Picture can not as yet again 
by themselves alone maintain a theatre. They must have new and better 
support. 

The detached theatre operator who is the man in the field may even- 
tually decide to try out vaudeville in his failing houses. That operator 
whoever he may be and whether operating 10 or 100 theatres will put 
| more intelligence into the vaudeville experiment than has been pre- 
| viously been done by any picture theatre, independent or chain operator, 


Another item in connection with playing vaudeville in picture theatres 
is that vaudeville without dispute increases the gross. What the operater 
will argue is that it doesn’t increase the gross sufficiently to realize a 
profit as against the gross and a lower overhead when playing pictures 
oniy. But nevertheless the increased gross with vaudeville does ine 
crease the picture rental. On an added gross of six to $7,000 through 
vaudeville might result in an added rental for the picture producer of 
$1,500 or so for the week, regardless of whether the added gross from 
vaudeville was sufficient to pay for its added cost. 





On chains and in houses where the same company’s product is played 
this would appear to be an important item. As far as known it has 
never been taken into consideration by a chain operator. If the operator 
and the producer are the same company and the operator finds he can 
make money for his own producer, the first thought is that the operator 
would do it. But the fact seems to be that the operator never thinks 
of his producer in that way. The operator doesn’t care anything about 
the producing end and its rentals. 














What the theatre operator wants to do is make a profit for his houses, 
Since he hasn’t been able to do so for a long time now, perhaps it is time, 
after the start has been made, to break up circuits that all operators 











attempt to get the most money into their theares, without trying to be 
pig-headed through inexperience in the stage end of the show business, 





And yet it is still Poor Vaudeville! 


a 





Coward story material. This happened during a London meeting by 
the former Fox prez’ frau and the British playwright-actor. 





Few studio executives put themselves on the spot as does Darryl 
Zanuck. At story conferences Zanuck has a transcription made of all 
conversations anent the story with all suggestions, no matter who makes 





through the Central casting office, the studio casting director decided | 
to try and herd them up himself. He figuréd there was no need giving 
out a couple of hundred $5 a day checks when he knew where he could 
round them up in the Los Angeles downtown lodging houses for $2 and 
$3 a head. 

All of these people were given automatic pistols that stood the studios 
anywhere from $35 to $45 each. They were used in the picture. But 
when the paymaster awaited the people to get their checke he got no 
action. 

Lodging house actors forgot to turn gats in and fitted from the lot 
with tne p!Istols and found it very easy to exchange them for a $10 note 
in downtewn Los Angeles. 











Casting director at one of the larger major studios has gone very much | 
ego of late and is costing his company plenty in deals with agents who 
are adamant to giving him any breaks in retaliation for bis treatment 
of them. 

His latest enlargement of the dome move has been to hie himself away 
from his regular office and let it be known that he will only interview 
people who are important. At the same time he also made it known 
that agents under no circumstances must call upon executives or direc- 
tors for the purpose of calling attention to the players they may have to 
offer. 

Should they attempt to violate his edict, in no uncertain terms they 
are told by his assistants they will be barred from coming on the lot, 
even to the extent of visiting the outside casting office, which is open 
to everyone at all studios. 





Frank C. Walker, regarded as a cabinet possibility under President- 
elect Roosevelt, is held within close-mouthed film circles ag Will Hays’ 
big ‘in’ under the change to a Democratic administration. Walker has 
been mentioned as Secretary of War in published reports, but on inside 
was promised the Attorney General's chair away ahead of the election, 
it is said, among other things reported. 

Arthur Mullen 1s the Publix legal head for Nebraska, at Omaha. He 
was in New York during the campaign in direct touch with headquarters, | 
and is regarded by those in the know as having a good opportunity of | 
landing in Washington, in some other high spot if not on the cabinet, | 
although it is claimed Mullen can have anything he wants. 





‘Cavalcade’ screen rights cost $100,000 but will figure over $125,000 
considering the charge-off of option money for three other Noel Coward 
scripts which Fox wanted. One of the others was ‘Bitter Sweet’ but 
that was also permitted to lapse with the situation arfsing of borrowing 
stars like Jeannette MacDonald and John Boles, 

Lilian Harvey whom Fox is importing wasn't deemed heavy enough eel 
yet for ‘Bitter’ so the three optioned Coward plays were not closed for. 

Mrs. E. R. Tinker figured as the ftnfluence “In Fox going bullish on 


them, recorded. Following the confab everyone who attended receives 
a copy of what transpired. Transcriptions are dragged out after the 
preview with all concerned with the picture’s production at the confer- 
ence. 

Zanuck then reads the suggestions with the credit for the picture's 
high spots going to the one who made the original contribution and the 
panning for the bad spots going likewise. 

Often Zanuck has to take his share of the panning. 





Showmen can’t quickly appreciate why Radio Pictures made ‘Orphan 
Annie,’ after Paramount experience with ‘Skippy.’ Both are kid pictures 
and both draw in daytime only. 

With ‘Annie’ as with ‘Skippy’ the records already show that the mat- 
inees with their low scales are doubling the gross at night, leaving the 
night’s gross quite low. That means that unless the production cost is 
as low as suspected there isn't much chance of pulling out the studio 
investment on these kid pictures, whether from cartoons or otherwise. 

Probably an inside matter at the studio, though. 





Reported terms of the agreement between E. V. Richards and Para- 
mount for Richards io take over once again the operation of the Sacnger 
circuit in the south, are on an equal sharing basis. “ach of the part- 
ners will take half of the profits or the losses while Richards is operat- 
ing. 

With the Publix home office overhead charge relieved from all 
Saenger theatres immediately upon Richards taking possession, 
showmen say, that Richards stands a very good chance of putiing the 
Saenger circuit once more in the black before the next summer time. 


the 
the 





know when the U. S. Government is going 
to act on the A. C. Morris case. They declared yesterday (28) that it is 
now two weeks since the Federal Court decided for the defendants, 
including the Hays Organization, impounded the evidence and ordered 
the U. S. district attorney to conduct his own investigation. Morris is 
a Connecticut exhibitor. 

During the trial, which resulted in the directed verdict, the plaintiffs 
presented evidence which proved a discrepancy in contract dates. 


Film attorneys want to 


Although theatres in England are reported to play up American labor 
and unemployment demonstrations, the country has instructed American 
newsreels that it doesn’t want such troubles in England to get on the 
screens outside of England. 

Universal and Paramount are claimed to have ignored the order and 


to have shipped out those ‘hunger marches’ to London which were 
shown recently in U. S. houses which they cover 

Some Academy members who attended the Awards banquet claim 
that Conrad Nagel overstepped his anthority in presenting Wallace 


(Continued from page 45) 
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Village Drops Art-for-Art’s Sake. 


Tries Pay-as-You-Enter Producing’ 


Greenwich Village has gone com- 


mercial as far as legit is concerned. 


Two small hideaway theatres now 
going full blast down there, both 
with somewhat similar ideas and 


both making money from amateur 
theatricals brought to a profitable 
basis. 
Theatres 
and the Cherry Lane. 
is a so-called ‘smart political satire’ 
entitled ‘Moral Fabric,’ while the 
latter sports a heavyish drama en- 
titled ‘Redwoods.’ Neither play 
means much from a dramatic or 
Broadway standpoint, and neither 
has acting that means anything. 
But the fact of the two productions 
in the village does mean something. 


At the Provincetown the group 
has worked out a pretty intricate 
scheme. There’s no more of the old 
‘art for art’s sake’ spirit in the little 
house that was the incubator of 
Eugene O'Neill and so many other 
important to American drama. It’s 
still called that, or something like 
it, but with tongue-in-cheek. 


Dutch Treat Basis 


There's a group in charge. If 
you're a writer you can belong by 
paying and you can have your plays 
produced; if you’re an actor you can 
belong by paying and you are al- 
lowed to do some acting, or for that 
matter you can just belong by pay- 
ing and watch the goings on, In 
other words it’s a sort of clearing 
house for hopeful talent—that can 
afford to pay for it’s tests and ex- 
perience. Various angles of this 
same thing have been done before. 
It’s probably the first time, how- 
ever, that it has been carried to a 
complete Dutch treat proposition. 


At the Cherry Lane Playhouse, 
which is more distinctive than the 
Provincetown only because it’s a 
little harder to find, the plan is a 
bit different. A lad named Paul 
Gilmore has been the major domo 
here for several seasons. With 
pick-up talent and the same kind 
of scripts he has put on show after 
show, though on a minimized scale. 
Through the use of cut-rate tickets, 
some advertising and a couple free 
guides at the Greenwich Village 
subway stations for steerer pur- 
poses, he has managed to just about 
keep paying the rent on the house. 
Now he’s thought himself up a new 
gag. He'll be a test house for 
Broadway plays. Why should shoe- 
stringers go out of town to test 
scripts or break them in? His 
house is handy and cheaper. Plays 
will be changed every fortnight. 
Producers can have their plays 
tested—at a price—or can test 
talent. At least four pieces are al- 
ready lined up. It’s about the same 
thing as the plan at the Province- 
town, but the hopeful producers that 
will have to put up what little 
bankroll is needed, rather than the 
writers and actors. 


> Politics Dramatized 


The current piece at the Province- 
town is a pretty confused and hope- 
less effort. It’s a satire without 
either sting or wit and with a ten- 
twent’-thirt melodramatic yarn 
given a misguided ironic twist. It’s 
about politics and how crooked they 
are and how they’re to be reformed. 
In the play the villain loses and the 
honest lad is elected Mayor. G. N. 
Albyn is listed as the playwright 
and of the cast it’s not worth while 
mentioning anybody. 

At the Cherry Lane ‘Redwoods’ is 
a piece credited to the pen of John 
Dudley. It’s a drama laid in Cali- 
fornia’s Valley of the Moon and has 
one or two bright moments but gen- 
erally speaking it is pretty dull. 
Practically none of the characters 


the Provincetown 
At the former 


are 


rings true and the story is far 
fetched. As for the acting, Armour 
had a word for it. Maybe some- 


thing in the piece for somebody who 
@#wants to have it completely re- 
written and attempted by some cap- 
able thespians. As is, it doesn’t 
promise much. Kauf. 


Hill’s Frisco Showboat 


Nov. 28. 

Johnny Hill has gone to ‘Frisco to 
complete financing of a showboat to 
play the bay district. 


He is negotiating for the purchase 
of the ferryboat Sausalito from the 
Northwestern Pacific railroad, and 
if the deal goes through will revamp 
it into a theatre. He will then re- 
turn here to recruit a company. 


Hollywood, 





‘Better Plays, Once 
Nightly, Maylon Idea 


Spokane, Nov. 28. 

After playing 17 performances a 
week for nearly seven seasons, Will 
| Maylon announced today the local 
‘stock company bearing his name 
will go on a _ one-shnow-a-night 
schedule, starting Nov. 26. 

‘Red Light Annie’ has been chosen 
for the initial offering under the 
new policy. Two shows nightly and 
three mats a week have been given 
by the group since organizing here. 

Better plays without cutting is 
the reason for change in policy. 
Seats will be reserved for all shows, 
new feature. 








SHARP BACK TO HEAD 
PITTSBURG’S STOCK 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 

George Sharp,.for several seasons 
a prominent stock figure locally, 
has returned to town to take over 
the management of the repertory 
troupe at the Pitt, relieving Ed 
Vail of these duties. Vail stays on 
as director, with name of company 
being changed from Edwin Vail 
Players to George Sharp Players. 

Move, coming as a surprise, was 
and still is something of a mystery 
hereabouts, although it’s believed 
Sharp was induced to return by 
Anthony Ducenti, wealthy Pitts- 
burgh contractor, who has been 
angeling Vail’s venture. 

Flock of personnel changes looked 
for with Sharp’s arrival. Hugh 
Banks, juvenile at the Pitt, for sev- 
eral seasons has already returned, 
and Paul McGrath, Alice Ann 
Baker, Mabel Kroman and Robert 
Fiske, all old favorites here, are 
expected back. 


STOCK MORATORIUM 


Detroit Troupe Declares Lapse Till 
New Year to Conserve 





Detroit, Nov. 28. 

The Penman Players, operating a 
local stock company for the past 
two months have gone dark till 
after the first of the year. 

Company under’ direction of 
Charles Penman has been playing in 
the red and is closing over the holi- 
days in an attempt to conserve re- 
sources. 


Pasa. Group Has $2 
Subscription Proposal 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 
group has organized the Theatre 
League which will do four shows at 
local Curran, opening Dec. 5 with 
‘Brief Moment.’ League will in- 
augurate a subscription plan for 
the quartet of shows at $2, taking 
care of the tax itself. 

Cast in ‘Brief Moment’ includes 
Sharon Lynne and Harrison Ford 
as leads, supported by Gene Gow- 
ing, Ralph Freud, Booth Howard, 
Leonid Kindskey, Madeline Holmes, 
Frank Dawson. Gilmor Brown, 
Pasadena Playhouse chief, will di- 
rect. 

Other three shows are ‘Devil 
Passes,’ ‘There’s Always Juliet’ and 
‘Peter Ibbetson.’ 


Frisco Adds Stock 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 

Dick Wilbur brings his stock com- 
pany in from Fulton, Oakland, for 
a Dec. 3 opening at the Tivoli. 

Wilbur's venture in the generally- 
darkened Tivoli brings the town’s 
legit field up to the high water mark 
with all houses showing or due to 
show. 








Winter Relief Pian 

A meeting which prominent show- 
men were asked to attend was held 
in the Theatre League offices Mon- 
day for the purpose of devising 
emergency relief for people of the 
theatre through the winter. The 
session was called at the suggestion 
of Rachel Crothers, playwright. 

Understood that the plan to hold 
benefits for needy show people, 
rather than for organizations. 








Among those who attended Miss 
Crothers’ meeting were Sam H. 
Harris, Frank Gillmore, William <A. 
Brady, Alice Brady, Selena Royle, 
John Golden, Gilbert Miller and 
Brock Pemberton, 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Saint Wench’ (Harry Osh- 
rin) Biltmore. 

‘Anybody’s Game’ (Elizabeth 
Miele) Vanderbilt. 

‘Pardon My English’ (Aarons 
& Freedley) Majestic. 

‘The Last Judgment’ (Shep- 
| ard & Buchanan) Little. 





‘Lucrece’ (Katharine Cornell) 
Cosmopolitan. 

‘Good Woman, Poor Thing’ 
(Sam Nirdlinger) Avon. 

‘Honeymoon’ (Stephens & 
Kaplan) Golden. 

‘Biography’ (Theatre Guild) 
Guild. 

‘Clock Strikes One’ (Sharkey) 
Little. 











LAUDER’S 75-25 IN 
F-WC SO. CAL. HOUSES 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Harry Lauder will play Fox- 
West Coast theatres in Southern 





California on a 75-25 split for one 
and two-day stands. Special deal 
is on the fire for El Centro, where 
the Scotchman cleaned up two 
years ago. If it jells, it will be on 
a 70-30 basis as a concession to 
the circuit for the other dates. 

William Morris, Jr., arrived in 
San Francisco from New York Sat- 
urday (26), to join the Lauder 
company and will accompany them 
to Hollywood, where Lauder plays 
two performances at the Hollywood 
Playhouse, Nov. 30. Downtown 
dates at the Philharmonic follow 
the next week, 





Cort Opens Piayhouse 
In Hollywood, Dec. 25 


Hollywood, Noy. 28. 

Harry Cort has taken over the 
Playhouse here for his production 
of ‘A Plain Man and His Wife,’ in 
which he will star Louise Dresser. 
Sophie Kerr plays opens Christmas 
day. 

Associated with Cort are Ben 
Jackson and James Hanley. 


Oakland Stock Ends 


Oakland, Nov: 28. 
The Fulton stock folded after a 
long but only relatively profitable 
season last week and the house was 
turned over to the actors for two 
benefit performances of ‘The Fami- 





ly Next Door’ (Nov. 26) with the 
stage hands and musicians con- 
tributing their services and the 


owners throwing in the house and 
floor help. 

There is no plan for the future of 
the Fulton, but Henry Duffy will 
probably use it as an occasional 
road house starting with ‘The Mar- 
quise’ next month. 


_-— 


Plays on Broadway 


TAKE A CHANCE 


two parte, presented 
by Laurence Schwab 
written by samé with 
additional dialog by music by 
Vincent Youmans, Herb Brown, Nacio and 
Richard Whiting; numbers staged by Bobby 


Musical comedy in 
at the Apollo Nov. 26, 
and B. G. De Sylva; 
Sii Silvers; 


Connolly; book directed by Edgar Mac- 
Gregor; Ethel Merman, Jack Haley, Jack 
Whiting featured. 

Duke Stanley... cceccseccesscseccs Jack Haley 
Loule Webb.....ccccccsesecses:: Sid Silvers 
TRl RAV. -cccccccccettecccesss Tune Knight 
Wanda Brill... ...ccccccecees Ethel Merman 
Kenneth Raleion......cceesess Jack Whiting 
Andrew Raleigh.....ceecesss Douglas Wood 
Consuelo Raleigh.....se+s... Mitzi Mayfair 
Milse Caruso.....cscescccses: Robert Gleckler 
Thelma Green... ccececsess Josephine Dunn 
A Bethan ssc ccecvcesvccces George Pauncefort 


Actors and actresscs in Kenneth Raleigh's 


revue, ‘“‘HHumpty Dumpty’': Oscar Rag- 
jand, Sara Jane, John Grart, Louise 
Seidel, Lee Beggs, Al Downing, Andrew 


and Loutse Carr. 


The first musical hit on 42nd 
street this season. Regardless of 
neighboring freak attractions, ‘Take 
a Chance’ should attract the throngs 
for sometime to come—location 
never really kept the populace from 
real entertainment. 


Newest musical is the _ initial 
presentation of Laurence Schwab, 
who used to produce with Frank 
Mandel and Buddy De Sylva, who 
formerly teamed with Lew Brown 
and Ray Henderson. in writing 
scores and bits for George White's 
‘Scandals,’ most of which were spot- 
ted in the same Apollo. ‘Chance’ 
got off on the wrong foot when it 
opened and closed in Pittsburgh as 
‘Humpty Dumpty.’ Book was largely 
rewritten with Sid Silvers joining 
the author-managers in that work, 
incidentally and quite importantly 
injecting gags of the Silvers brand. 
Then, after recasting, it reopened 
in Philly where it was tabbed a suc- 
cess. Philly was right. 

Standing out in the performance 
are Ethel Merman and Jack Haley 
and, further, the teaming of Haley 
and the little dead-pan Silvers, who 
previously did his stuff in a stage 
box for and with Phil Baker. 

Miss Merman has plenty to do, 
but she isn’t on too much. That 
cobalt voice was first heard with ‘T 
Got Religion,’ which while probably 
not a companion to ‘I Got Rhythm’ 
(‘Girl Crazy’), is still something for 
Miss Merman. ‘Rise and Shine’ 
found her in high again at the first 
act finale. Second act saw and 
heard Miss Merman in the show’s 
hand-whacking numbers, ‘Smoothie’ 
and “Eadie Was a Lady.’ Scene is 
billed ‘An episode of the New Or- 
leans levee in the 90's.’ Miss Mer- 
man and the girls, dolled up in the 
costumes of the time, are habituates 
of the honky tonk. She, as the queen 
of the joint, warbles about Eadie 
who passed out two years previous- 
ly—no matter what she did or said 
‘Eadie was a lady, Eadie had class 
with a capital K.’ 

‘Smoothie’ had Miss Merman and 
Haley duoed. It’s a type of love 
dittv, with plenty of their brand of 
hot-cha tossed in. So well was it 
liked that the frst nighters demand- 








sador Edge. 


at that! 


‘Not interested,’ he again replied. 


Who conned ’em about Connie? 


performance. 
picious, and began inquiries. 


of the better half. 


but promises. 


fall, with a headache all around. 


here two years ago. 
available. 





ing, or some sum smaller than the minimum 
they usually claim, they can get the piece produced. 

Most of the agents realize, of course, that they’re generally just throw- 
ing their properties away, but occasional young authors, not realizing, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Typical Shubert stuff on that ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ production mess. 
Shuberts put on a musical version of the famous French play and when 
Rostand’s family in Paris heard about it they sent an appeal to Ambas- 





Told him that they had no legal objections to make, but didn’t think 
it would do America, show business or the great man’s reputation any 
good to turn a classic play into a musical comedy. And a Shubert musical 


J. J. Shubert was asked what he had to say. ‘Not interested,’ he re- 
plied. Someone asked him, then, what the status of the production was. 


Day after ‘Walk a Little Faster’ premiere in Boston, two newspapers 
printed photos captioned to make it seem Connie Bennett and hubby 
were in Boston, and stating photo was taken at the Majestic during 
Other papers had no mention; sc one m. e. became sus- 
Lady did bear a resemblance to Constance, 
but her male companion nothing like photos from newspaper morgues 


Upshot of it all is—two m.e.’s hoppin’ mad; and folk curious to know 
who the Hub lady is who bears a striking likeness to Connie! 


Play agents are becoming more and more annoyed with a growing 
practice of shoestringers who want to get play properties for nothing 
Little fellows try to secure the rights to plays for noth- 


$500. With that help, 


Some idea of legit conditions on the coast may be gathered from 
Henry Duffy’s production of ‘Elmer the Great, 
revival at the El Capitan, Hollywood, with Joe E. Brown starred. 

With one exception the cast is the same as in the original production 
Exception is not due because the actor was not 
Another actor is doubling the part. 


currently on a two-week 


Several ticket specs were kidding about buys when George White’s 
‘Music Hall Varieties’ at the Casino was mentioned. Referring to White's 
propensity to force long buys on his shows, one broker cracked: 

‘I heard George looks for a three-year deal, with two of 'em up,’ 
meaning tickets for the second and third years to be paid for in advance. 





ed two encores. Scene ts outside a 
theetre stage entrance with the en. 
trance to a brownstone, first floor 
speakeasy in sight. Silvers is tossed 
out of the place at the end of the 
song. With the encores, Silvers foes 
back into the joint, so he is thrown 
out three times, making one of the 
funniest bits of the evening. 

Haley, as Duke Stanley, and Sij- 
vers, as Louie Webb, were formerly 
With a carnival show and skilled in 
the arts of picking pockets and dice 
cheating. They are working in 
Mike's night place with Toni Ray, 
an entertainer. Kenneth Raleigh, 
who got a taste of the stage while 
in college and who is about to take 
a stab at producing a revue, visits 
Mike's and goes for Toni, played by 
June Ixnight. She is engaged for 
the show ‘Humpty Dumpty,’ Wanda 
Brill (Miss Merman) also being in 
the cast. Scenes include those of 
the Raleigh home, where Duke and 
Louie get in bad, rehearsal scenes 
and one or two bits in Ken’s show. 
The plot is principally to build a 
romance and work in comedy bits. 
Story gets loggy, especially in the 
first act, but the general effective- 
ness of the playing, comedy, songs, 
excellent dressing and ensemble di- 
rection make ‘Take a Chance’ pleas- 
ant diversion. The number staging 
brought Bobby Connolly into the 
picture for the show’s present ver- 
sion, 

Silvers had one box bit. Sup- 
posedly watching the rehearsal of a 
sketch in Ken's show he puts a song 
into the revue, It is ‘Turn Out the 
Light,’ Silvers singing it first in 
the box. The chorus is worked in, 
after Haley and Silvers clown from 
vantage points, 

June Knight, as the cream in 
Ken’s coffee, scored early with 
‘Should I Be Sweet,’ later repeated 
in revue version and again very 
good. Jack Whiting back as a ju- 
venile lead is Ken. His top num- 
ber was ‘Tickled Pink,’ topped off 
with one of Connolly’s novel means 
of getting the girls off. 

Mitzi Mayfair blossomed out as 
an ingenue rather than a specialty 
dancer—but there are two spots in 
which she displayed her startling 
double jointed, graceful evolutions. 
Another dancer of similar style gets 
into the going. It is Sara June who 
came through in the second act. An- 
drew and Louise Garr, dance spe- 
cialists, on twice during scene 
changes clicked. Robert Gleckler is 
appearing in his second musical 
show (first was ‘Hot Cha’) and 
plays Mike, a tough joint keeper, 
Looked like an easy assignment and 
a natural for him. 

When the show was revised cer- 
tain Vincent Youmans numbers 
were interpolated. No program cre- 
dits to indicate which are his con- 
tributions, but there is little doubt 
he bolstered the score originated by 


Herb Brown Nacio and Richard 
Whiting. 
At the premiere it looked as 


though the show could be improved, 
but as it was ‘Take a Chance’ makes 
a sturdy bid for popularity. Ibee. 


Music Hall Varieties 


Combination specialty show and revue in 
two acts, presented at the Casino (formerly 
Carroll) theatre by George White. Sketches 
by William K. Wells and George White; 
songs by Irving Caesar. Directed by 
White. Opened Nov. 22 at $2.50 top. 

Cast includes Harry Richman, Lili Dame 
ita, Bert Lahr, Eleanor Powell, Vivian Fay, 
Barre Hill, Joseph Donatella, Thomas Phile 





lips, Loomis Sisters, Four Mu''>n Sisters, 
Helen Gordon, Herr Al Gor. on, James 
Howard, i 


and Russell Markert’s $2 cir's. 


A sort of combination of both, this 
is neither a good straight vaudeville 
show nor a first rate revue. It lacks 
the variety necessary to the former 
and the trimmings that are expected 


from the latter. Depending entireiy 
on the players for talent and ma- 
terial and almost entirely on re- 
leased songs for expression, the pro- 
ducer apparently is banking on the 
name of George White over the title 
of the show to carry the proposi- 
tion at $2.50 top. 

White is said to figure on a six 
weeks’ run and making money in 
that time, with the usual ‘Scandals’ 
to follow late in the winter. Look- 
ing at the show as a show and 
weighing its merit against the ad- 
mission price, there doesn’t seem to 
be much reason for profits. There 
are a couple of possible factors that 
may turn the tide in his favor. One 
is the likelihood of this show tem- 
porarily stepping into the gap ieft 
open for the straight vaudeville 
trade on Broadway when the Palace 
dropped out, while a second is theo 
fact that while White may not make 
much, he can’t lose much in view of 
the hook-up. Another maybe is the 
scarcity of opposition just now. 
However, none of these gives assur- 
ance beyond the possibility that they 
may combine to put the idea over. 


The overhead angle is important. 
Lili Damita and Bert Lahr are re- 
ported as not drawing too heavy 
on the till in this venture, while the 
third of the triumvirate, Harry 
Richman is in for a small guarantes 

(Continued on page 50) 
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Busy Politician Bankrolled Play 


Without Reading It—Twas Dynamite 


Nov. 28, 
Alderman Jacob Arvey, close po- 


Chicago, 


litical associate of Mayor Anton 
Cermak, 
usual situation arising out of the 
production at the Adelphi theatre 


of the play, ‘Merry Go Round,’ by 


is the victim of an un- 


Albert Maltz and George’ Sklar. 

Play is now in its second week. 
Ironic angle is that ‘Merry Go 
2ound’ is a load of dynamite 


against municipal politics and that 
Alderman Arvey was the angel who 
put up the money for its produc- 
tion. Alderman explained to city 
hall pals that in the rush of the 
recent campaign he bankrolled 
Charles Freeman without reading 
the script of the play in advance. 

Although the scene is New York 
and the political organization by 
inference is Tammany, some of the 
local boys had red faces when it 
was all over for the play is a de- 
vastating blast against the whole 
political set-up in American cities. 
Chicago first nighters can't re- 
member such a solemn, significant, 
and apprehensive hush as prevailed 
in the Adelphi when the play had 
reached its bitter climax. Audience, 
thick with city hall gentry, filed 
¢lumly and silently up the aisles. 

Sarcastic Pols 


Next day that the storm broke. 
Alderman Arvey took plenty of 
sarcasm from the boys. It looked 
a cinch bet for the play to be closed 
by a municipal government which 
regularly bans motion pictures for 
even hinting at things that this 
play said boldly, bluntly, and con- 
vincingly. However, there had 
been advance publicity in the dailies 
and the story that New York 
couldn’t take it may have influenced 
the Chicago powers that be to show 
that Chicago was superior in toler- 
ance. 

Daily ‘News’ published a_ broad 
hint on page one that the Adelphi 
theatre might shortly find itself in 
violation of several city ordinances. 
Hovever, any such move seems not 
to have materialized the politicians 
deciding to let the play expire in 
the generally bad business condi- 
tions of town. They hope they are 
right in thinking the play can’t last 
long. 








‘COUNSELLOR’ GOES OUT 
DEC. 10, YEAR ON B’WAY 


‘Counsellor at Law,’ which will go 
to the road from the Plymouth on 
Dec. 10, will have accomplished a 
virtual year’s run on Broadway. Ac- 
tual playing time will be 50 weeks, 
in two engagements, 

Show was a stand-out last season. 
It played 33 weeks, Paul Muni with- 
drawing from the cast because of a 
Hollywood contract. Early summer 
business dropped when he was re- 
placed by Otto Kruger. Muni re- 
turned to the cast early in Sep- 
tember when ‘Counsellor’ started its 
repeat date, which will have extend- 
ed for 12 weeks. The star will go 
to the road with the show which 
lays off two weeks, Muni to have a 
tonsil operation. 


Helen Broderick Out 
Of Cast of ‘Vanities’ 


Helen Broderick is out of ‘Vani- 
ties’ at the Broadway, having been 
replaced by Dora Maughn. Miss 
Broderick held a run of the play 
contract, cancelled by agreement. 

Miss Broderick’s refusal to take a 
Salary cut was the specific reason 
for her withdrawal. Her original 
assignments in the show were cur- 
tailed when she objected to uttering 
certain lines, a stand in which she 
was backed up by Equity. 

Carroll assembled the company on 
the stage last week and stated the 
revue would run until spring. 


‘Magoo’ Postponed 


‘The Great Magoo,’ dated to open 
at the Selwyn Wednesday, has de- 
ferred the premiere until Friday 
(2). The Ben Hecht-Gene Fowler 
Play held a dress rehearsal Satur- 
day (26) and during the perform- 
ance Paul Kelly strained his back. 








That was the given reason for the 
postponement. 

Understood too there was dif- 
ficulty in making scene changes 
Bill Rose is presenting the show. 





‘Service’ Sale Up | 


Basil Dean, scheduled to sail for 
London Friday (25), cancelled his 
bookings at the last minute to dis- 
cuss sale of ‘Service,’ by Dodie 
Smith, to Sam Harris. 

Miss Smith is the author of ‘Au- 
tumn Crocus,’ which Shuberts pro- 
duced. Dean produced both plays 
in London and staged ‘Crocus’ here. 
‘Service’ is still current on the other 
side. 


‘BALLYHOO’ IN 
SUDDEN BLOP 


‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ closed abruptly 
at the 44th Street. Chorus was paid 
off Saturday, but the 
failed to receive salaries for the 
12th and final week of the engage- 








principals 


ment. At a meeting Monday after- 
noon (28), the players were told 
that the producers ran out of 


money. Understood the Shuberts 
took the show's share, as part pay- 
ment on advances. 

‘Ballyhoo’ was the first musical 
of the season. It was presented by 
Norman Anthony, Lewis Gensler, 
Russell Patterson and Bobby Con- 
nolly. After a rough two weeks in 
Atlantic City, show was brought 
back for revision. 

There was a salary guarantee 
originally posted with Equity but 
that coin was drawn down by the 
producers who needed money to 
get the show started again. The 
cast agreed to the refunding by 
Equity and management promised 
to post the guarantee money after 
the revue opened on Broadway. 
That was never done. Willie and 
Sugene Howard were starred in 
‘Ballyhoo,’ they joining only after 
$8,000 representing four weeks sal- 
ary was deposited in the bank for 
them. 

Some weeks ago its was reported 
the Shuberts were in on the show 
to the tune of about $20,000. There 
is a possibility of the Shuberts re- 
assembling the revue for road pur- 
poses. Total red on ‘Ballyhoo’ esti- 
mated at more than $60,000. 





Beckhard’s G. M. Quits 


Martha McAllister has resigned 
as general manager for Arthur J. 


Beckhard, first heard of in show 
business last spring when he pre- 
sented ‘Another Language’ at the 
Booth, New York. Lately he pro- 
duced ‘Carry Nation’ at the Bilt- 
more, that show being rated the low- 
est gross attraction on the list. 
Bernard Simon, press agent for 
both walked. Oliver Saylor has re- 
placed Simon Aas Pp. 4a.. 

Miss McAllister is interested in 
a new producing group aimed for 
the Little theatre, while Simon is 
also concerned with a new show, on | 


the managerial end. | 


scenellisaiaennesincicnibiacncaiemioaile | 


Had Enough with $16 


Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 

Milo Boulton went into the cast 
of ‘The Push’ at the Music Box, 
Hollywood, at $21 a week, but after 
$16 worth of the job he quit. 

In a complaint before the State 
Labor Commission he charges that 
the $16 is still due him, and that 
Cy Parker of the Toby Wilson 
Plavers has refused to settle. 





Pemberton Casting 


Brock Pemberton has begun cast- 


Peggy Fears South 


Peggy Fears went to Florida Sat- 
urday (26) for a short rest. She 
Was accompanied by Dorothy Hall 
it is said 

Miss Fears says she will possibly | 
produce three plays during the win- 
ter. 


BLUE BOOKERS 
AS BROWN’S 
COME-ONS 


New trick has been thought up 
| by Chamberlain Brown. It is to 
|; build up a heavy subscription list 
lof name ‘backers’ against a possible 








|show venture through use of ac- 
| tresses who come from prominent 
| families. 


According to one young actress 
well connected socially she received 


| 
|a phone message from the Brown 
| 
| 
} 


office several days ago asking her 
|} to step in because ‘Mr. Brown has 
a job for you.’ She stepped in. 


Brown told her, she avers, that he 
was preparing a stock venture and 
wanted very much to use her. He 
had heard a lot about her and so 
forth. Then he pulled the gag: ‘Oh, 
by the way, do you mind leaving 
a list of your friends and acquaint- 
ances so we can write to them that 
you are joining the show?’ 

This young woman happened not 
to fall. She asked about salary and 
contracts first and was_§ stalled. 
Just to make sure, however, and 
without giving herself away, she 
agreed to make out a list for Brown, 
and did. But the list consisted of 
names of her butcher, grocer, ice- 
man and other neighborhood store 
folks. Immediately upon receipt of 
the list Brown told her he would 
get in touch with her as soon as 
things had progressed further, but 
nothing ready as yet, 





Mme. Kalich’s Operation 
Bertha Kalich underwent an eye 
operation Wednesday (23) at Medi- 
cal Center, New York. Result will 
not be known for several days, her 
daughter said. 
Miss Kalich is suffering from 


Hinterland Show Hungry, UBO 


Sunk 


For Attractions Due to Bway Flops 


- 





Sez Ash Stevens 


Editor Variety: 
Actors are hounding 
on account of ‘Variety’ saying I 
am backing the Hardy Wilder 
Sheehan season at the Blackstone. 
Please correct. 
I could not 
a flee cireus, 


me for jobs 


and would not back 


Ashton 


Scenic Men Spilling 
Knew-lt-When Stuff 


On Storehouse Sets 


United Scenic Artists of America, 
through Fred Marshall, business 
rep, offers to tip off all dramatic 
critics and reviewers on which sets 
and scenery are rehashed or with- 
drawn from storehouses, particu- 
larly as applied to shoe-string pro- 
ducers. 

The United Scenic Artists are 
peeved at the legit producers using 
old sets, and using the names of the 
original scenic designer. all over 
again, with little protection for the 
scenc artist, since technically he did 
do that set—although it may have 
been two or three seasons ago. 

The U.S.A. are tabulating a list 
of all the forthcoming productions, 
with a special view to the dope on 
the scenic origin. 


Stevens. 

















‘Widow’ Commonwealth 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Donald Brian revival of ‘The 
Merry Widow,’ playing a two-week 
engagement at the Majestic here, 
has gone commonwealth for the bal- 
ance of its tour. Equity consented 
to arrangement. 

Show was attached the week be- 
fore in Des Moines for $700 unpaid 
portion on $1,200 royalties owing 
Tams-Witmark Music library. 
torneys Stepps, Perry, Bannister & 
Sterzinger collected in full. 
**‘Widow’ did poorly through Iowa, 
but gathered some coin Thanksgiv- 





glaucoma, partial blindness. 


ing week in Chicago. 





Willie Howard on Drama Stage 








Going with Golden at $2,000 Weekly—No 
Play Yet Chosen 





Hurt in Motor Crash 
That Killed Gallands 


Surviving a motor car crash in 
White Plains, N. Y., in which Bertha 


Galland, 50, and her mother, 86, 
were killed early last week, John 
Donnelly formerly manager for the 
late William Hodge is in St. Agnes 
hospital there with six fractured 
ribs. 

Miss Galland had retired from the 
stage. She supported James K. 
Hackett in ‘The Pride of Jennico’ 
and for some time headed her own 
j}repertory company, playing scenes 
from classics and modern successes. 

It is understood that Miss Gal- 
land never wed because she did not 
want to part with her mother. Don- 
nelly well known as a legit com- 
pany manager was manager of the 
Empire, New York, last season. He 
was a family friend of the Gallands 
for 30 vears. 











‘Lucrece’ Starts Big 


Cleveland, Nov. 27. 
A phenomenal advance sale as- 





sured a sell-out for the premiere 





ing for ‘Lovers, Happy Lovers’ and 
will start rehearsals at the first} 
possible moment. Piece was writ- | 
John 





ten by Lews Galantiere and 
Haussman. 
Gilbert Miller owned the script | 
last season, but let it go. 
| 


‘Cat’s’ Frisco Repeat 
San Francisco, Nov. 28. 
Belasco & Curran will bring ‘Cat 


and Fiddle’ into the Curran for a 
repeat date over the holiday sea- | 
son, opening Dec. 26. 

Musical did nine big weeks at the | 
same house befor? it went to Los 
Angeles for two months. 


j}actress-manager opened her 


| Miss 
; opening to Tuesday to 
| 

|days of dress rehearsals. 


of Katharine Cornell's ‘Lucrece’ 
which opened at the Hanna Tues- 
day night (29). Cleveland is par- 


ticularly Cornell-conscious, as the | 
‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street’ here two | 
years ago. New play is more lim- | 
ited in popular appeal, but in re- | 
hearsals it looked like another hit. | 

Guthrie McClintic, director 
Cornell’s husband, 


and 
postponed 
permit two 


After 


crece’ is 


Cleveland premiere, ‘Lu- | 
booked for Cass in LDe- 
troit Dee. 6, the Erlanger in Buf- | 
falo on Dee. 12, and then opening | 
in New York the following week. 


|! shows or vaudeville. It 


| pated Gene will be with him in legit. 
Willie as comedian and an imper- 
sonator has had his brother Gene 


fing bis many years in 





With or without his brother Eu- 
gene, Willie Howard has contracted 
to go into a new field for his varied 
talents, the legit dramatic platform. 


It is not yet reported whether Gene 
is included in the Golden contract. 

Willie has an optional term in 
the Golden agreement, They are 
$2,000 weekly as straight salary or 
$1,500 weekly guarantee with a per- 
centage of the net. The comedian 
need not decide which until opening 
of the show. 

No reports on whether the first 
Golden play will be a drama, com- 
edy drama or a straight comedy for 
Willie Howard's starring. Neither 
is it yet known whether Golden has 
selected the script. Contract was 
signed early last week. 

Eugene and Willie Howard are 
now appearing for the run of the 
piece in the musical ‘Ballyhoo’ on 
Broadway. The Golden play will 


| half 


At- | 


Outlook on the road after the first 
of the year is dubious, with the 
United Booking Office wondering 
where it can obtain attractions to 
fill the time. That includes the 
key stands. It is not a matter of 
where to find houses. The road 


wants shows and the U. B. O. can't 
deliver. ; 

The merged Shubert and Erlanger 
booking exchanges, known as the 
new single legit circuit, started the 
season with a round dozen and a 
shows. The manipulation of 
bookings mostly concerned 

stands. What attractions 


those 
eastern 


| there are in sight now will first play 
; the 


seaboard, but there are only 
about six bookings to be handled. 
Some shows which started touring 
earlier have already been with- 
drawn, 

The difficulty lies partly in the 
fact that Broadway has presenied 
too few successful attractions. The 
moderate clicks are either not good 
enough to chance the road or are 
sticking in New York. In other sea- 
sons the fall period was productive 
of a larger amount of road possi- 
bilities. But there has been less 
production and a _ preponderant 
number of flops, which was true of 
last season and which, too, is also 
responsible for the U. B. O's pre- 
dicament. 


Chicago Shortage 


Chicago has had a dearth of 
shows gince the U. B. O. started 
operating; in fact, the merged book- 
ing office has not been able to keep 
lighted the limited number of Loop 
houses it has on the books. The 
entire midwest is ready to welcome 
road attrateions as indicated early 
this season, and it looks like book- 
ings will be bunched in the south- 
ern section of the show-hungry ter- 
ritory within the next six weeks. 

There have been few if any shows 
in Oklahoma and Texas this season, 
but starting Jan. 6 no less than half 
a dozen attractions are booked for 
the time. Among them are ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra,’ ‘The Play’s 
the Thing’ (Guy Baies Posi), ‘Ven- 
ities,’ ‘Blossom Time’ and the Chi- 
cago company of ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 


Latter show strikes for the coast 
after playing Texas. 

Activities of the Cleveland man- 
agerial group headed by Robert 
McLaughlin and Sol Manheimer 
have been curtailed. Two or three 
Broadway weaklings attempted, 


promptly failed. Instead of supply- 
ing the middle west with shows, the 
group has but one current attrac- 
tion, ‘The Merry Widow’ revivial. It 
made some money but was tied up 
in Des Moines, prior to playing Chi- 
cago, by a royalty attachment. An- 
other revival outfit fared badly on 
tour, it being the Civic Opera com- 
pany with Gilbert and Sullivan 
operettas. It recently closed at 
Worcester, Mass., after a disap- 
pointing Boston date. Same troupe 
spanned a season at Erlanger’s, 
New York. Still a thorough musi- 
cal revival is flopping. ‘The Choco- 
late Soldier’ being slated to stop in 
St. Paul Thursday (1). It is Charles 
Purcell’s own show. 


Postal’s Chicago Ticket 
‘Deal’ Just a Delivery 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Postal Telegraph's ticket system 
as finally worked out is to apply 
only to ‘The Cat the Fiddle,’ start- 
ing Dec. 24 at the Erlanger and is 
Simply a delivery. service. Postal 
will make no effort to buy tickets 
for customers as in New York. 

Customers merely contact the box 





not figure until that show shall 
have completed its run. 


Always Together 
Heretofore and at all times theré 
have been joint theatrical engage- 
ments of the Howard srothers. 
They have exclusively appeared to- 
gether for over 30 years in musical 
is antici- 





for the straight man of the talking 
team. Gene also has a voice and| 
has invariably used it on the stage | 
Taking a dramatic role in a full 

length play for the first time may} 
be a novelty to the public for Willie 
Howard, but Willie been more 

or less a sket¢h, character or black- | 
out player in all ranges of skits dur- | 
musical re- | 
probably has! 


has 


Willie 


more hit musical s} 


Howard 


ows to his credit 


vues, 


4 ca. 


than any comedian in 


|} show mar 


office direct by telephone and if they 
want tickets delivered to their 
homes in advance of the perform- 
ance, the theatre will call Postal to 
make the delivery. Fixed fee is 55 
cents, regardless of number of tick- 
ets or distance of delivery. Will also 
act as a collection agent for the the- 


atre. Scheme is locally regarded as 
primarily a publicity idea rather 
than a service that will be used to 


any extent. 


‘BARRISTER’ RECESSES 


‘The Barrister’ which opened at 
the Masque last week, stopped 
Saturday. Jayers were paid two 


| weeks salary by Equity from funds 
| deposited by Sidney Stone who wrote 


ented the piece. 
hands 
was given as 
the closing House got 
money came in and the 
agement ran out of coin. 


and pre: 

The stage 
off, which 
eason for 
whatever 


not pa id 
the direct 


were -} 
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Plays Out of Town 





THE CHILLINGTONS 


Boston, Nov. 23. 


A new play in three acts and four scenes 
layed with one set; written by H. Camp- 
ell-Duncan, directed by Leo G. Carroll 
and setting designed by David 8. Gaither; 
first performance on any stage at the Hol- 


lis Street, Nov. 21; produced by Irving H. 
Cooper. 


Mrs. Chillingtom..cccecsccees: Viola Roache 
Bops Chillington. .eceesseceesces: Joan Carr 
reas eoosesseess Hannam Clark 
Major Hindmarsh. .ccccccecessss John Dunn 
Mr. Chillington...ccesseeessLeo G. Carroll 
Mic codetédn codececeeces.oenm Beckier 





Buzzy Hood......+-- Sip > a, Cledge Roberts 
BUSAN 2... cccsccccccccccceced Ann Tewksbury 
A queer sort of an English 


sophisticated comedy, splendidly 
played, but hopelessly handicapped 
by. lack of dramatic action and 
speed. In one or two spots the 
satire of a Shaw flashes up momen- 


tarily and in other spots it is ap- 
parent that the author admires 
Noel Coward's style. 

The story is simple. A fine Eng- 
lisman serves two years in prison 
for a stock brokerage tangle and his 
wife in the meantime takes up with 
a British major. When he returns 
from jail he frankly faces the social 
world, even to the extent of bright- 
ening conversation by such remarks 
as ‘When I was in jail, I discovered, 
etc.’ 

The household is held up by a 
masked burglar who turns out to be 
a fellow convict. They have a re- 
union and he remains as a week- 
end guest. The wife offers the hold- 
up artist $25,000 to murder her hus- 
band and the queerest scene of the 
evening is where the intended vic- 
tim and the hired murderer discuss 
the ethics of the affair, having a 
social brandy and soda now and 
then while they argue it out. 

In-the end, the hold-up man and 
his. intended victim’s daughter elope 
without a marriage ceremony, tak- 
ing with them the family pearls; 
the intended victim starts for Au- 
stralia with his butler who turns 
out to be another ex-convict, and | 
the wife and her major lover are 
left without a dime (it was really a 
shilling) between them. 

The cast is about as truly a Brit- 
ish aggregation as was ever assem- 
bled in this country and it is a pity 
they have not a better vehicle for 
their abilities. The sophistication 
reaches almost the crude point in 
spots although the new municipai 
censor is leaving it alone with ex- 
tremely good sense as the show to 
date has offended very few, due in 
part to the fact that there have been 
very few in the theatre. 

As it now stands, ‘The Chilling- 
tons’ hasn’t much of a chance un- 
less drastically re-written, and even 
then its appeal will be mainly to 
those who like their British prod- 
ucts very tweedy. Libbey. 


RED PLANET 


Buffalo, Nov. 26. 


Laurence Rivers, Inc. presents ‘Red 


Planet’ in three acts, by John L. Balder- 


ston and J. E. Hoare, staged by Burk Sy- 
mon, settings by Lee Simonson, electrical 
effects by Louis Hartman. Produced at 
EBrianger, Buffalo, Nov. 23 with all English 
cast headed by Bramwell Fletcher, Valerie 
Taylor, Esme Percy, Lionel Pape, Eugene 
—— Wilfred Seagram, and Oswald 
orke, 





In ‘Red Planet’ John lL. Balder- 
ston hitherto chiefly distinguished 
by ‘Berkeley Square’ joins the ranks 
of playwrights who for some reason 
suddenly choose to go off the deep 
end. And like most of his confreres, 
the water seems to have closed in 
over his head. Starting with a 
striking and fantastic thesis—what 
might happen if scientists of the 
earth should succeed in establishing 
interplanetary communication with 
Mars—Balderston with the help of 
J. E. Hoare, a Hollywood writer, 
proceeds to enmesh himself and his 
play in a maze of explanatory and 
repetitious outside matter. 

Confusion of the main theme and 
the love interest between the young 
scientist and his helper-wife fur- 
ther splits the effectiveness of the 
story and leaves the result far afield 


from that simple directness that 
marks most successful drama. The 
opening scene in the _ scientist's 


laboratory is overwritten and over- 
loaded with explanatory details. 
The second act, split into a dozen 
kaleidoscopic scenes, only adds to 
the incoherency; and the final act 
of four more scenes completes the 
confusion. The denouement in the 
final scene is neither logical nor 
satisfactory and is obviously car- 
pentered to furnish a way out for 
the playwright. All in all, the im- 
pression left is chaotic, and making 
all due allowances for the confusion 
of the premiere, the play appears 
uncertain in purpose and hazy in 
effect. 

The story deals with a young 
English scientist and his wife who 
after long experiment appear to 
have established radio intercom- 
munication with Mars. Immediately 
there are opened unthought of 
vistas of economic change notably 
with respect to worldly gaods, 
which threaten to rock. civilization. 
Coup! 1 with this is the suggestion 
that Christianity rules on Mars, and 


the whole world is aflame with the 
news. 

A Machiavellian chancellor seizes 
upon the situation to set himself up 
as a Messian-like dictator, but for 
what purpose is not made clear. 
Fully half the play is devoted to the 
attempts on the part of the repre- 
sentatives of the English govern- 
ment to capitalize the discovery for 
their own benefit. Each character 
seeks to profit for himself and his 
group—the chancellor, the cabinet 
ministers, the bankers, the church, 
a Jewish financier. The climax re- 
veals the Martian messages as a 
hoax perpetrated by a rival inven- 
tor from whom the communicatory 
apparatus was stolen and who has 
intercepted the earthly messages 
and relayed back fake repliés—and 
who now proposes to expose the 
whole situation, disillusioning the 
world, and undoing the good that 
has been accomplished. A labora- 
tory explosion, deliberately planned 
by the scientist's wife snuffs out 
the lives of all three protagonists, 
leaving behind them the good they 
did and concealing the true situa- 
tion. 

Laurence Rivers, Inc.—the Row- 
land Stebbins—Charles Stewart pro- 
ducer. combination of ‘Green Pas- 
tures’—has given the play a sump- 
tuous and distinguished production 
and cast. The settings by Lee 
Simonson are effective as are the 
lighting effects by the former Pe- 
lasco major-domo of the switch- 
board, Louis Hartman. Cast num- 
bers 25 speaking parts with a host 
of extras. All roles are filled by 
English actors whose manner of 
speech falls strangely upon provin- 
cial deserts unwatered for several 
seasons by anything except the 
canned speech of the screen. 
Valerie Taylor has the only fem- 
inine role in the play, but appeared 
unable to make progress due to the 
uncertainty of the playwrights’ 
characterization. Esme Percy played 
the English chancellor for the act- 
ing honors of the production. Bram- 
well Fletcher, as the scientist, was 
excellent although overdrawn. Eu- 
gene Powers, Walter Armin and 
Leonard Willey did conventional 
roles in approved English style. 
The production is scheduled to 
move from here to Toronto for a 
week after which a Broadway show- 
ing was planned. In its present 
treatment and form, ‘Red Planet’ is 
distinctly not Metropolitan fare. 
Whether or not the basic idea is 
sufficiently vital to withstand the 
surgery necessary to put the piece 
in effective form is highly problem- 
atical, Burton, 


No Money to Guide Her 


Boston, Nov. 24. 
Comedy in three acts. Produced by Bela 
Blau. Written by Romney Brent. Directed 
by Mr. Blau. Setting by Albert R. John- 
sou. Gowns by Helene Pons. Raymond 
O’Brien, stage manager. Premiere at Wil- 
bur, Monday evening, Nov. 21. 





Hilton Hepe@.....e+eeesee+++-J0hbn Halloran 
Geneva Hope...cccosceseceees. vane Wyatt 
Claude Hope.....sssecsesee+-REX O'Malley 
Eugenie........ $abeeRaneieeta Harriett Eells 
Mrs. Hope.....eeee++Violet Kemble Cooper 
Henry Frost. .ccococccccscess Harry Ellerbe 
EMGY INMIODZ. cccoceccccerscccess Doris Rich 
BOTTA. occ cccccoccscccccs Raymond O’Brien 
Comte Rene D’Entain...Marcel Journet, jr. 
JOBOPNING. ..creccccceeceseseseees Ina Rorke 
Chauffeur....ecccesseeess.-Harold Webster 
Bedford...... eocccccccess Charles Wellesley 





Several oddities give this pre- 
miere a special interest. First, one 
of the key characters is not men- 
tioned in the cast, nor is the name 
of the player given. He is one of 
the two best in the piece, too. The 
piece has not only andergone name 
changes, but it has been elusive as 
to authorship. Produced at the Be- 
lasco in Los Angeles, May 23, 1932, 
Rit was ‘The Mad Hopes,’ author, 
Leslie... Bord. Fittie Burke played 
the who's looney-now Mrs. Hope; 
the late Peg Entwistle was in the 
cast. At the Oceanside theatre, 
Magnolia, Mass., on Aug. 1 last, the 
play was titled ‘Widow's Might,’ 
Leslie Bond, again, author. Mem- 
bers of current cast in that produc- 
tion. Queries, Who killed Cock 
Rebin, anyway? 

With-no apologies to Mrs. Mala- 
prop or Sheridan, her creator, the 
comedy builds up as its big figure 
@ more or less nutty English lady, 
mother of three more or less irre- 
sponsibles, all dwelling in a Chateau 
Sans Souci, southern coast of 
France. The sheriff is even now at 
the door; the wolf was there ahead 
of him. There’s naught in the lard- 
er, not even ‘cheese and beer,’ ar- 
dently desired by a young American 
suddenly catapulted into this 
strange household as guest. 

Miladi (with reservations) is 
reckless, light of heart and head, a 
spendthrift and unmoral; she lies 
on occasion, and even descends to 
blackmail to keep from paying her 
French maid. Once, it turns out, 
her knack of mixing words and 
metaphors, had a tragic ending; at 
a dinner to the Russian Ambassador 
she was assigned to toast the Czar; 
instead she gives a literal ‘Hoch der 
Kaiser,’ which caused her husband 
to die of apoplexy in his chair. 
| There are lovable points in this mad 
woman. She is a queer mixture, 





sometimes unbelievable, and often 
just makebelievable. 

Her American guest, learning the 
family’s plight, dives in, becomes 
a maid-of-all-work, bosses the lady 
about, tries to stop her extrava- 
gances; gets his friend, Klein, 
American Croesus, to cough up 80,- 
000 francs to cover needs of the 
Hopes, and falls in love with the 
daughter of the house, the only one 
with a grain of sense in her head. 
She is going to wed a prince, so the 
family can be fed the rest of her 
(expected) married life. 

Klein is looking for a chateau for 
club purposes; he visits Sans Souci. 
Miladi tears up his check—good for 
$150,000 francs, mind you!—when 
she learns her home is to be made a 
commercial venture. It all ends 
happily enough, and the young 
American gets his girl, and ma and 
her two boys are made sure of meal 
ticket. 

Violet Kemple Cooper has the ma 
role, and she is capable throughout. 
Practically the whole thing revolves 
about her, and what success is 
achieved is due almost wholly to 
her. She makes, by her acting, the 
cracked, slightly crooked Mrs. Hope 
a credible blueblood. Thére are 
some good lines, but in general plot 
is weak and dialog is just average, 
sometimes inane. Of action there 
is almost none; the play nearly 
talks itself to death. 

Author muffed a chance; basic 
idea would make fine farce matter. 
A film company might buy the pres- 
ent play for a farce, to be com- 
pletely rem ¢!e for euch an actor as 
Edward Everett Horton. Miss 
Cooper should be aces for her pres- 
ent part. 

But, as stage fare for the general 
public, value ig small at present. 
Good for drawing-room stuff for the 
upper crust, possibly; its worth, 
otherwise, questionable. Libbey. 


MERRY GO ROUND 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Nov. 22. 
Charles Freeman (but not RKO) produc- 
tion at Adelphi, Chicago, of political melo- 
drama by Albert Maltz and George Sklar. 
Scaled to $2 (tax incl). Cast includes: 
Bert Kaye kie Jacquet 
Frank Dane Don Carlos 
J. Myles Putnam Virginia Stevens 
Robert Perry Carl Formes 
Earl A. Jamisoa Richard Castilla 
James Goss Diantha Munger 
Ruth Thomas W. A. Rath 
Robert Brister Emmetta Germaine 
Jess Hall Jessalyn Delzell 
Louls Ramsdell Harriet Brooks 
Tom McDermott Ted Armond 
Oswell L. Jackson Rance Gray 
Robert Fiske Felix Burnham 
Wiilis Hall Violet Manning 
Bari McDonalM Jessie Stewart 
Richard Irving Grant Foreman 

Kurt Kupfer 








This slashing, stinging, bitter 
broadside against modern municipal 
politics was produced in New York 
last year. Whisper at the time was 
that Tammany influences made its 
continuance impossible. True or not, 
this story has been fully publicized 
in Chicago and the opening night 
audience included Mayor Cermak, 
most of the Board of Aldermen and 
prominent local politicians, Possibly 
it was shrewd publicity that caused 
a rumor to spread the following day 
that Chicago’s city hall didn’t like 
the bitter medicine any more than 
New York did. So strong was the 
undercurrent that City Hall finally 
issued a statement that they would 
not interfere. 

This is a first professional effort 
of Charles Freeman of the west side 
Jewish Institute Players, a little 
theatre and the best of its kind in 
this area, Freeman hopes to have 
a repertory at the Adelphi, but the 
choice of a controversial play like 
‘Merry Go Round’ as a beginner may 
for purely local reasons cramp the 
future possibilities. 

It was a tactical error to open a 
play cold without a stage crew re- 
hearsal on a piece with the many 
scene shifts as in this episodic of- 
fering. What the stagehands did to 
a serious drama was too well-nigh 
disrupt it with the multiplicity of 
their blunders opening night. Not- 
withstanding it remained a powerful 
story to the audience and the 
comical offstage miscues could not 
break the spell. Dailies were fairly 
enthusiastic. 

There were a number of miscast 
players, specially Kurt Kupfer, who 
simply did not look like a reform 
lawyer. Cast, rehearsed, and pre- 
sented in a scanty two weeks it is a 
tribute to Freeman that the thing 
could, and did, engross its audience 
throughout. Acting average was 
pretty good. Land, 


Toby Wilson Players 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Thanksgiving week and the Toby 
Wilson Players moved under a roof. 
For the greater part of this season 
they had been playing under canvas 
at Phoenix, Ariz. But now the can- 
vas is rolled away, and the com- 
pany starts out with renewed vim 
and vigor in the cinematic capital 
with four walls and a roof over their 
heads. Not the walls, just the roof. 

Possibly it’s the first theatre roof 
some of the players have seen in 
years, for’ they are members of a 
roving band who have made dra- 
matic history in America, but are 
now, with rare exceptions little 
more than &@ memory. Strange that 
Toby Wilson:and his band should 
set up in the Music Box theatre 
in Hollywood, built by money sub- 
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Plays Abroad 





CAT IN THE BAG 


(‘Zsakbamacska’) 


Budapest, Nov. 16. 
Musical comedy in three acts by Laszlo 
Szilagyi, music by Michael Eisamann, pro- 
duced at the Pesti Szinhasz, Budapest, with 
Marika Roekk, Martin Ratkay, George 
Denes. Istvan Gyergyal, etc. 


‘Cat in the Bag’ is the current 
name for the girl who goes off with 
a boy in the side-car of his motor- 
bike for week-ends, the sort of 
sporting pal who'll do anything ex- 
cept get sentimental. This side- 
car girl is the type that Ervin, a 
modern youth, likes to play about 
with. When Sari, sweet and old- 
fashioned previncial girl, falls in 
love with Ervin she turns herself 
inte a ‘cat in the bag,’ goes off ski- 
ing and week-ending with him, 
pretending she is a mannequin and 
as modern and broadminded as 
they’re made. She’ skis, flirts, 
dances, drinks and behaves a la 
eat in the bag until Ervin falls in 
love with her but gets exasperated 
beyond endurance with the type and 
is glad enough to marry when she 
turns out to be a sweet provincial 
and a good housekeeper. 

What there is of a plot in this 
very bright and light little musical 
is just an excuse to hang a lot of 
happy nonsense on. The result is 
a very successful concoction of 
laughter, dancing, gags, music that 
one wouldn’t think twice about but 
that gets into one’s feet, and good 
acting by a very youthful and gay 
cast. 

Marika Roeek, who got an excel- 
lent start dancing on American and 
European vaudeville stages, is a 
great asset to musical comedy. She 
is young, charmingly pretty, has a 
sense of humor and even a little 
voice, and she has what most oper- 
ette stars over here lack, a thor- 
ough knowledge of dancing. She 
may make one of the big stars of 
the musical comedy stage. 

Ratkay, in the part of an in- 
stalment collector who is mistaken 
by the snobbish mother of a mar- 
riageable daughter for a prince, and 
lives up to the mistake, was ir- 
resistibly funny. The new little 
stage of Pesti Szinhaz, which 
started out to make a specialty of 
this type of play, has hit upon a 
promising attraction. 


THE ROTHSCHILDS 


Budapest, Nov. 16. 
Musical comedy by Ferenc Martos and 
Lajos Lajtai, presented by the Fovarosl 
Operette theatre, Budapest. Cast: Vilma 
Medgyaszay, Hannoh Honthy, Erzsi Raf- 
fay, Julius Kabos, Gabor Kertesz, ete, 











A musical that has in it every 
element of success which would 
have scored 10 years ago, but now 
just fails to hit the mark. It lacks 
the two most important points: 
oo music and first-rate com- 
edy. 

The drama and sentiment ele- 
ments are all there and so are the 
background and period which would 
have been attractive a little while 
ago, but one feels it just misses 
in spite of clever workmanship and 
sound construction. There is too 
much sentiment and too little pep 
to suit modern tastes. 

Story is about an episode in the 
life of the great financiers’ family, 
the Rothschilds. The period is 1820. 





scribed by picture players. Money 
that helped to put Toby Wilson and 
his kin out of the running. 

Wilson Players are typical tent 
show artists; forgetting their lines, 
filling in with small chatter, biting 
cues, mispronouncing words. Wil- 
son is the star and character man. 
In the first bill, ‘Push,’ an adapta- 
tion of something or other, he dis- 
Plays a fine brand of handkerchief 
waving, cuff-shooting acting. It’s a 
laugh for Hollywood, but oke for 
Phoenix and other whistle stops. 
However, it’s none the less sincere 
and probably a class performance as 
far ag tent show work is concerned. 

Others in the cast are Fred Cum- 
mings, the butler who addressed the 
mistress of the house as ‘Mum’; 
Jean Temple, the character woman; 
Janee Olmes, ingenue who giggles; 
Theresa Carmo, the leading woman, 
who addressed her chauffeur as ‘Mr. 
Bennett’; Martin Camder, the tooth 
flashing juv,; James Malone, the 
lead, and Harry Jordon, the comic, 
who is currently doing a panz. 

Everybody tries hard and they 
turn in two hours of entertainment. 
Hollywood gets belly laughs, and 
some of the abdominal laughter 
comes from picture people who re- 
ceived their start in lesser dramatics 
than the tent show. 

For a while, the Toby Wilson 
Players will last at the Music Box 
as a novelty. After that it’s going 
to be tough sledding. Not that the 
Wilson Players will not try hard to 
please, but Hollywood will dig up 
another novelty and the Wilson 
dyed-in-the-wool fans will fade. 

Tip-off came on the opening bill 
when a tent fan sitting next to this 
eat remarked to her compan- 
on. 

‘Hell, I saw this played by the 
Neal Helvey Players in Fort Smith, 
only [ think it had a different title.’ 

Call, 





Jacob, the youngest of the five 
Rothschild brothers, is betrothod to 
his niece, Betty, but when he goes 
to Paris to carry on the firm’s busi- 
ness, he forgets all about her and 
falls under ‘the spell of Mlle 
Georges, famous actress. La Georges 
is plotting for the return and 
restoration of the Emperor Na- 
poleon, and uses young Rothschild 
for her political aims. 

When news comes of Napoleon's 
death at St. Helena, La Georges has 
ne more use for Jacob Rothschild 
and he would fain return to his for. 
saken fiancee, but the girl has found 
him out and though heart- broken 
will have no more of him. In the 
third act the wise mother of the 
five Rothschilds and La Georges 
herself put all straight between the 
lovers. 

Hannah Honthy in the part of La 
Georges was particularly good. 

Although the plot and the Paris 
episode are quite different, one was 
continually reminded of a pre-war 
German comedy called ‘The Five 
Frankfurters,’ which deals with the 
Rothschild dynasty during the same 
period. There are the makings of 
a good picture in the background 
of this play. 


JIMBY 


Budapest, Nov. 16. 

Comedy in three acts by Istvan Zagon, 
Presented by the Magyar Theatre, Buda- 
pest. In the cast: Ilona Titkos, Jeno 
Torzs, Imre Raday, Maria Sulyok, Louise 
Szekely, etc. 

It's not the first time a little 
savage from another world comes 
into civilized Europe and finds it a 
funny place, but this Jimby, brought 
from some legendary tropical island 
by a lion hunter who is a woman 
hater because the wilful, masterful 
widow he loves leads him a dance, 
looks at the world of white men 
with such clear and shrewd eyes 
that she gives us novel and original 
aspects to laugh at. 

The lion hunter finds in the little 
savage girl, Jimby, whom he has 
brought back to Europe with him 
as a voluntary slave, his ideal of 
womanhood. He wants to show the 
shrewish widow that this is how a 
real woman ought to behave—obe- 
diently, submissively. 

But his friend, Victor, a young 
painter, finds in Jimby just the op- 
posite. He is saddled with a sweet, 
submissive and obedient girl who 
has been his model for years and is 
always the same, getting on his 
nerves with her sentimental affec- 
tion. He discovers in Jimby the 
temperamental little savage, fresh, 
unspoilt and natural. He teaches 
her the ways of European men, and 
Jimby learns the lesson readily. 
She learns it too well, in fact, for 
of the two men she chooses a third, 
him who launches the brown- 
skinned little savage as a great 
music hall dancer. 

But Jimby turns the vaudeville 
agent around her finger, too. She 
becomes a great star, teaches the 
lion hunter’s woman how to be 
sweet and submissive and the paint- 
er’s model how to be temperamental 
and provoking, and having thus led 
both couples into matrimony, she 
sends the vaude agent off to her 
happy island to fetch the brown- 
skinned boy of her own kin who is 
far better suited to her than these 
crazy Europeans. 

A clever and amusing piece of fun, 
with heaps of clever lines and 
laughs, and a clever piece of acting 
by llona Titkos, who has just the 
necessary amount of grotesque 
humor and exotic appeal. There is 
some talk of a French or English 
production with Josephine Baker in 
the name part. 

Anyway, Jimby might be a suc- 
cess anywhere if acted by a girl 
with temperament, humor and 
charm. The new comedy was ex- 
tremely well received, but not even 
the best press and word of mouth 
reputation seems to be able to turn 
a play into a box office hit these 
days. 





FORGOSZEL 
(‘Whirlwind’) 
Budapest, Nov. 16. 


A tragicomedy in three acts, nine scenes, 
by Elemer Poross. First presented by 


the Kamara Sznihaz, Budapest, Nov. 12. 
Big cast includes Clara Both, Pilroska 
Peery, Lajos Vertes, Jeno Szigeti, etc. 





In two previous plays, ‘Blind 
Window’ and ‘World Record,’ Ele- 
mer Boross has shown that he be- 
longs to those few who dare touch 
the burning problems of the day on 
the stage. He has made his mark 
as a man who must be considered 
seriously because he is deadly sin- 
cere. He has much talent and more 
than that: he has the force that is 
only given by conviction. 

In ‘Whirlwind’ he pictures the 
young generation of our time, 
caught up and tossed about by the 
whirlwind of the war, ruined for 
life, hopeless, prospectless, starving 
with no solution before it. The 
first act is a poignant, heart-rend- 
ing piece of dramatic art, but in 
the sequel the shadows are put on 
so thick that by being overdone 
they miss their effect. 

Im the first scene, beautiful!’ 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Chance’ $30,000 


Looks B way Smash, 


Several Successes in New Batch 








One indicated smash musical and 
geveral success possibilities were 
among last week's flock of prem- 
jeres. 

The stand-out show is ‘Take a 
Chance,’ which opened at the Apollo 
Saturday night (26), winning high 
praise from first-nighters and crit- 
ics. It can top $30,000 at $4.40 top, 
‘The Dubarry,’ the eperetta which 
Boston greeted warmly, drew favor- 
able but mixed notices, and the 

ss of $20,000 in seven times indi- 
eated favorable chances; ‘Music Hall 
Varieties’ started well at the Casino, 
drawing over $33,000 in seven per- 
formances (it is a vaudeville revue) ; 
‘Firebird’ at the Empire’ got $11,000, 
which was well regarded in the face 
of divided opinion; ‘Jamboree’ is 
doubtful at the Vanderbilt; ‘The 
Barrister’ opened and closed at the 
Masque; “The Moral Fabric’ in the 
Village meant nothing. 

Business on Broadway last week 
wavered the first two days, but 
started to pick up on Wednesday. 
Thanksgiving and the crowds in 
town .for the Army-Notre Dame 
football game accounted for the 
liveliest theatre trade of the season. 

The musicals especially drew 
strong week-end trade, most of 
them selling out Saturday night. 
‘Music in the Air’ was virtual ca- 
pacity at $33,000; ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
rose to $27,000; ‘Flying Colors’ 
jumped to $25,000. Among the dra- 
matic leaders, ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
topped $25,000 for the second time, 
while ‘When Ladies Meet’ approxi- 
$20,000; ‘Christopher Bean’ 
got $14,000, and ‘Mademoiselle’ 
topped $13,000, 

Out and in: ‘Ballyhoo’ suddenly 
stopped at the 44th Street; ‘Carry 
Nation’ finally left the Biltmore 
dark; ‘The Perfect Marriage’ closed 
up the Bijou; ‘Clear All Wires’ will 
close this Saturday at the Times 
Square, and “The Good Earth’ exits 
from the Guild, both houses going 
dark. Due in next week are ‘Walk 
a Little Faster,’ Majestic, and ‘The 
Chillingtons,’ house to be named. 

In all there are 34 attractions on 


, the list this week. That will be top 


until after the first of the year, 
there being more sure closings in 


' sight than promised new produc- 


tions. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Absent Father,’ Mansfield (7th 
week) (C-1,050-$3.30). Moved here 
from Vanderbilt last week; house 
gets first money; appears to get 
along but under $2,500. 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ Morosco (2d 
week) (CD-893-$3.30). Fair first 
week; might improve; gross around 
$8,000, which should better even 
break. 

‘Americana,’ Shubert (9th week) 
(R-1,395-$4.40). Some increase with 
the field last week; makes some 
profit but not musical stand-out. 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (32d 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Hearty com- 
edy clicking off weekly profit; en- 
gagement indefinite; had eased off 
but $9,000 again last week. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1931,’ 44th Street. 
Closed abruptly Saturday; cast sal- 
aries unpaid, although business was 
better; 12 weeks, in red. 

‘Carry Nation,’ Biltmore. With- 
drawn Saturday; less than four 
weeks to low money. 

‘Chrysalis,’ Martin Beck (3d week) 
(C-1,189-$3.30). May play another 
two or three weeks; parties pre- 
viously booked helping but other- 
wise little; maybe $5,000. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(12th week) (C-1,057-$3.30). Final 
week; extra space ads did not help 


_ enough; about $6,000. 


‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (8th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Better last 
week with gross claimed over $8,500; 
may stick another three weeks with 
‘Lucrece,’ due Dec. 19. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Avon (6th 
week) (CD-830-$3.30). Move to busy 
theatre street proved okay; trade 
over $7,500 and profitable. 

‘Dinner at Eight.’ Music Box (6th 
week) (C,1,000-$3.85). With added 
Matinee after Thanksgiving last 
week’s gross again better than $25,- 
000; dramatic leader. 

‘Flying Colors,’. Imperial (12th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Musicals got 
break from football crowds at week- 


end; revue went to $25,000; best 
money since early weeks. 
‘Firebird,” Empire (2d week) 


(C-1,099-$3.30). Despite mild no- 
tices and difference of opinion first 
week, around $11,000 indicates good 
chance. 

‘Il Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris 
(8th week) (C-1,051-$3.30). Better 
trade in November with past two 
weeks topping $8,000 to some profit. 

‘Jamboree,’ Vanderbilt (24 week) 
(D-771-$2.75). Opened late last 
week; rather tepid reception from 
press; melodrama chances doubtful. 

‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse 
week) (C-876-$3.30). Played three 
matinees last week; gross well over 
$13,000; goodly run looks sure for 
Brady combination. 

‘Music Hall Varieties,’ Casino (2d 
week) (R-2,550-$2.75). First seven 
times vaudeville revue topped $33,- 
900 with Sunday night concert not 
included. 

‘Music in the Air, Alvin (4th 


aa 





(7th | 


FIDDLE’ NO SENSATION 


IN PITTSBURGH, $21,500; 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 

Thanksgiving week trade at Nixon 
for ‘Cat and Fiddle’ profitable, but 
still below expectations at $21,500. 
Holiday session usually big around 
here and together with great notices, 
Broadway run reputation and rea- 
sonable $3 top was expected to pro- 
duce better results. First time in 
years around here, too,’ that 
Thanksgiving matinee failed to sell 
out, and no big grid game to buck 
this year. 

Nixon has ‘Show Boat’ current, 
third time here for Ziegfeld oper- 
etta, with ‘Biography’ under sub- 
scription auspices following and 
then Abbey Irish players for week 
of repertory. After that, nothing 
definite in sight. 

George Sharp stock at Pitt had 
its first guest star of the season, 
Blanche Ring for ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ 
and takings perked up. 


Call Off ‘Jesse James’ 
Revival in Rehearsal 


The revival of ‘Little Jesse James’ 
which was to have gone on tour 
stopped after 10 days’ rehearsal. 
Attraction was to have opened in 
Cleveland, under the management of 
McLaughlin & Manheimer of that 
city. 

Salary claims have been filed with 
Equity. No bond was posted and 
settlement may be delayed. 








week) (0O-1,387-$4.40). Operetta 
smash went to $33,000; capacity 
from Wednesday on; leads the mus- 
icals. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ 46th St. (49th 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Run leader 
holds up among top money draws 
and should go through winter; 
around $27,000; tops demand among 
visitors. 

‘Late Christopher Bean,’ Miller 
(5th week) (C-946-$3.30). Ended 
week with a rush and scored best 
gross so far; $14,000, which indi- 
cates substantial run. 

‘Singapore,’ 48th St. (3d week) 
(D-969-$3). Not sure after this 
week played for picture rights; es- 
timated under $4,000. 

‘Success Story” Elliott (10th 
week) (D-924-$2.75). Limited gross 
attraction with cut rate strength for 
takings around $5,000. 

‘Take a Chance,’ Apollo (ist week) 
(M-1,168-$4.40). Opened Saturday 
(26); accorded corking notices and 
looks like smash; contender with 
‘Music in the Air’ for leadership. 

‘The Barrister,’ Masque. Closed 
Saturday; one week. 

‘The Gay Divorce,’ Barrymore (ist 
week) (M-1,090-$4.40). Presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman and Tom 
Weatherly; comedy with Cole Por- 
ter songs; opens tonight. 

‘The Du Barry,’ Cohan (2d week) 
(O-1,300-$4.40). Notices somewhat 
mixed but Grace Moore hailed; good 
trade in first seven performances; 
around $20,000. 

‘The Good Earth Guild (7th 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Final week; 
dived after subscription period; 
around $8,000 last week; goes to 
road, with ‘Biography’ due to follow. 

‘The Great Magoo,’ Selwyn (list 
week) (C-1,062-$3.30). Presented by 
Billy Rose; written by Ben Hecht 
and Gene Fowler; opens cold; pre- 
miere Friday (2). 

‘The Mad Hopes,’ Broadhurst (1st 
week) (CD-1,118-$3.30). Presented 
by Shubert receivers and Bela Blau; 


written by Romney Brent; opens 
Thursday (1). 
‘The Perfect Marriage,’ Bijou. 


Taken off Saturday; played less 
than two weeks. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (10th week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Cast changes con- 
tinue; management claims continu- 
ance through winter; weekend foot- 
ball crowds helped better $22,000. 

‘Walk a Little Faster’ Majestic. 
Opening set back until next Tues- 
day (6); well regarded in Boston. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (9th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.30). One of 
Broadway’s real winners; virtual 
capacity for a gross of $20,000 in 
nine performances. 

Other Attractions 

‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; 
will have played total of 50 weeks 
when withdrawing next week (10); 
jumped over $11,000 last week. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street; fre- 
quent changes of bill. 

Shakespearean Repertory, Jolson’s 
(called Shakespeare theatre for 


| date). 


‘The Moral Fabric,’ Provincetown; 
only for Village. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Forrest, revival. 

‘That’s Gratitude” Hudson; re- 
vival. . 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Waldorf; 
revival. 

Cornelius Otie Skinner, Lyceum; 
characterizations, 





‘Chocolate Soldier’ But | 
$5,500 in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Noy. 28. 
‘The Chocolate Soldier,’ second 
road show of the season here, failed 
to hit a fast pace at the Métro- 
politan, grossing only around $5,500 
for the week. ‘Another -Language’ 

is current. Advance sale good. 
The Bainbridge stock at the Shu- 


| bert had its poorest week of the 





season with ‘The Man From Min- 
nesota,’ pulling a meagre $2,000. 
Charles Lindholm, local Swedish 
dialect comedian, was the featured 
guest player. Beverly Bayne is this 
week's guest star in ‘Brief Moment.’ 

With the aid of professional 
wrestling one evening, ‘Lid Lifters, 
stock burlesqre, drew around $2,500 
to the Gayety. 


‘CAT AND ‘ABIE' 
FOLD, $12,500 


Los Angeles; Nov. 28. 

Both legits faded out Saturday, 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ at the El Capitan 
and ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ at the 
Belasco, ‘Abie’ closed to $5,000, the 
three-week run being a disappoint- 
ment. Joe E. Brown in ‘Elmer the 
Great’ followed on Sunday. Piece 
previously played 14 weeks at this 
house two years ago. Current en- 








gagement is for two weeks. Open- 
ing was fair. 
‘Cat’ went out to $7,500. Run of 


eight weeks grossed less than the 
San Francisco run of ten. Total 
take locally was close to $100,000 
giving Belasco & Curran a healthy 
profit. ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ Ger- 
man picture opened Monday at the 
Biltmore. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Belasco (8th 
and final week) (M-1,103; $2.75). 
Folded to $7,500 and went to the 
storehouse when cast refused to cut 
for three weeks of one and two 
nighters, 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Hi Capitan 
(8rd and final week) (C-1,571; 
$1.65). Closed its three week run 
to $5,000. Piece was a low taker 
despite Sidney and Murray in the 
leads. ‘Elmer the Great’ opened 
Sunday. 


SHOWLESS TOWN MOVES 
FOR NON-PROFIT STOCK 


Fall River, Mass., Nov. 28. 

The newly organized Fall River 
Civie Theatre Association intends 
to bring to the city legit shows on 
a non-profit basis. Its managing 
director is Howard W. Comstock. 
Subscribers will be sought for 1,000 
subscriptions to insure six plays this 
winter. 

To effect economy in engaging the 
plays they will be presented in New 
Bedford for the first three days of 
a week and at Fall River the last 
three days. 











Worcester, Mass., Nov. 28. 

Worcester may have a resident 
stock company with visiting atars. 
This proposition was placed before 
the Worcester Drama club, but no 
definite action was taken. Legit 
shows are being presented occasion- 
ally at the Plymouth, a vaudefilm 
house. 

The 
house, 
lesque 


Worcester theatre, old legit 
now is playing Empire bur- 
shows. 





‘Inc.’ Okay 





(Continued from page 1) 


write; or for magazine articles; 
from radio, investments, land or cil 
royalties, ete., is perfectly entitled 
to incorporate himself, and have his 
corporation pay the usual corporate 
tax, 

No Surtaxes 


Similarly, it is permissible for 
anybody owning five or six pieces 
of property to vest ownership of 
each parcel of land in a separate 
corporation. If the yield from that 
property grossed $100,000 annually, 
for example, the individual might 
have to pay $30,000 tax, as a single 
taxpayer; but through his corpora- 
tions, he could pay only 13%% of 
the total, which is around $14,000, 
and thus save himself $16,000. 

The technical difference on cor- 
porations is that corps. carry no 
surtaxes, 

There's one grave danger, where 
one might walk into a double tax; 
i. e., have to pay personally and 
also on a corporation. This can 
arise from the government’s dis- 
pute and proof that the individual 
first earned that income and then 





the corporation got part of it. Then 


Philly Biz Ups on Old Standbys, 
Vienna,” $18,000, ‘Cyrano’ $17,000 


A 





SECOND FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. 

With holiday season near-by legit 
is snapping to with a vim. Current 
business is being done, and there 
are plans for plenty of productions 
to take off within a few weeks. 

Sir Harry Lauder was in the 
Curran for Friday and Saturday 
| night and Satu:iday matinee, getting 
nice sale. 

‘The Marquise’ at Alcazar and 
‘Merry Widow’ at Columbia con- 
tinuing strongly while ‘Mrs. Moon- 
light’ bows out of Geary after two 
fair weeks. 

Billie Burke’s ‘Marquise’ copped 
around 36,500 in third week at 
Duffy’s Alcazar while second week 
saw ‘Merry Widow’ revival building 
to slightly more than $10,000 at Co- 





lumbia. Other productions are to 
follow ‘Widow’ within few weeks. 
‘Mrs. Moonlight’s’ deuce and final 


week was under $5,000. 


Dick Wilbur’s stock company 
opens at the Tivoli Dec. 3 while 
Theatre League brings ‘Brief 
Moment’ into Curran same night. 


Possible Louis Macloon productions, 
and other efforts, are in the offing. 


‘MERRY WIDOW 
COPS 38,000 
AT $1.65 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 


Thanksgiving week helped the 
scanty roster of legit gather in a 
few scattered thousands that other- 
wise would have been hiding out 
among the moths that fly out of 
Chicago pocketbooks these days. 

Next attractions are Earl Car- 
roll’s Vanities at the Apollo and Ed 
Wynn’s ‘Laugh Parade’ at the 
Erlanger, both Dec. 4. 

Estimates For Last Week 

‘Merry Go Round,’ Adelphi (D- 
1,100; $2) (2nd week). Open- 
ing performance badly blundered 
throughout when piece opened cold 
without stagehands rehearsal, That 
may have tempered the reviews 
which otherwise tended to be 
strongly favorable. City Hall didn’t 
like theme, especially third degree 
scene, but decided not to interfere. 
First week around $6,000, fair. 

‘Merry Widow,’ Majestic (O-2,000; 
$1.65) (2nd week). Got the review- 
ers second night through conflicting 
openings. Nice comment for Donald 
Brian revival winding up road tour 
with local fortnight. House dark 
for two years and took janitor un- 
til Wednesday to get the furnace 
adjusted but thereafter comfort 
prevailed and business was en- 
couraging. Played to 1,700 people 
one night. Priced just right for 
town and Lehman estate would like 
to get the Vivian Seigel ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ which is touring these 
parts to follow. At $1.65 top attrac- 
tion got nearly $8,000, very pleasing. 

‘Of Thee ! Sing,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (10th week). Another week 
to go which will make it the sea- 
son’s longest run and with ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ the only real en- 
couragement legit has had up to 
now. Down to $17,500. Balcony de- 
mand has excelled main floor 2-1 
throughout engagement, 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Erlanger 
(C-1,318; $2.75) (3rd week). Holi- 
day helped to above $11,000, pretty 
good. Of that sum about $6,000 is 
in the till through subscriptions 
when the week starts, 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Oliver Saylor will be press agent 
for Arthur J. Beckhard. He re- 
places Bernard Simon, who is leav- 
ing to produce on his own. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Eleanor Shaler, ‘Pardon My Eng- 
lish.’ 

Betty Starbuck, ‘Gay Divorcee.’ 

June Leslie, ‘Absent Father.’ 

















the individual would be subject to 


the usual tax, and the corp, would 
face the regular corporation tax on 
top of that. 

Unlike Edelman, who is ‘Variety’s’ 


tax expert, theatrical attorneys take 
a more cautious attitude that self- | 
incorporation for the express pur- | 
pose of dodging income tax, is a} 
dangerous thing, and is fraught with 
Federal curiosity via Internal Rev- | 
enue Dey’ | 
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$10,000 FOR ‘WIDOW’ IN 


Philadelphia, Nov. 28. 

Business in the legit houses last 
week was big. Two of the four cur- 
rent attractions approximated 
smash proportions, another did very 
nicely and only one dropped under a@ 
profitable level. 

The biggest wallop was ‘Reunion 
in Vienna,’ the Theatre Guild pro- 
duction offered as the last of the 
American Theatre Society's sub- 
scription campaign. This one could 
have set some new modern figures 
on its own and with a $3 top, and 
even as it was it managed to reach 
$18,000 on its first week at the 
Chestnut. Next week promises to 
be a sellout, though the total gross 
may not be boosted materially be- 
cause of the fact that the Philadele- 
phia Forum has Monday and Tues- 
day evenings at about $1,500 a night. 

Walter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano’ was 
completely sold out a week in ade 
vance upstairs, with the general bee 
lief that the orchestra would go 
clean on b. o. sale, That didn’t hap- 
pen until Thursday (Thanksgiving) 
night, and not again until Saturday, 
Total attendance was splendid but 
not of the proportions figured from 
last year’s engagement, which ree 
sulted in virtual riots. $17,000 ree 
ported. 

‘The Irish Players from the Abbey 
Theatre, Dublin, were low again 
during the first two days of their 
second week, but came back strong. 
ly thereafter and ended with a gross 
of very close to $10,000 at the Gare 
rick, giving them satisfactory two 
week’s stay here, with excellent pose 
sibilities for a return. 

Only ‘Left Bank’ at the Broad, 
failed of audience response, with 
about $4,500 on the week. With a 
cheaply geared production this may 
have given the management an even 
break or close to it. 

This week finds ‘Reunion in Vien- 
na’ holding over. for a probably 
smash week at the Chestnut, and 
‘Left Bank’ remaining for another 
six days at the Broad. The Garrick 
is dark until Friday night, when the 
new Aarons & Freedley show, ‘Pare 
don My English,’ with Jack Buchan- 
an, opens just in time to get the 
Army-Navy crowds. The Forrest 
has a return engagement of the 
Negro revue, ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
with Ethel Waters, listed for one 
week only. 

Dec. 5 the Chestnut goes into filme 
with ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ for 
three weeks, and the Garrick has e@ 
new tryout, ‘Honeymoon,’ with 
Katherine Alexander. The For- 
rest is, so far unbooked, with the 
Garrick, of course, holding over. 

Bookings between the first and 
26th of December are very uncer- 
tain, but on the latter date three 
shows are listed; i. e. ‘The Green 
Pastures,’ at the Forrest; ‘There’s 
Always Juliet,’ at the Chestnut 
(subscription), and ‘Good Woman— 
Poor Thing,’ at the Garrick. The 
Broad is also slated for an attrac- 
tion as yet unnamed. 

Estimates of Last Week 

Irish Players (Garrick, second 
week), Despite first two bad nights, 
Abbey Theatre group got $10,000 on 
their second week. ‘Pardon My 
English,’ new musical, dated for 
Friday. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ (Chestnut, 
first week). Talk of the town. Big 
from the start and capacity after 
first three performances, Subscrip- 
tion scale held gross down to 
$18,000. 

‘The Left Bank’ (Broad, first 
week). Wiseacres wondering why 
this one was brought here. Around 
$4,500 on week with help of holiday. 
That may have been close to break 
ing even. 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ (Forrest, one 
week only). Upstairs a sellout long 
in advance. Lower floor hard to 
sell. Fine business but not capacity 
until last half of week. Better than 
$17,000 reported. 


Future Plays 


‘1 Was Waiting For You,’ by 
Jacques Natanson, translated by 
Meiville Baker, has been acquired 
by Edw. Choate, who will produce 
‘if present casting trouble is over- 
come, 

‘A New Spanish Custom’ is the 
tentative title of Leo Birinski’s 
‘Narrentanza,’ a play which has 
been a success in Europe. Herman 
J. Mankiewicz madethe translation 











and adaptation. Bernard Simon 
will make it his first adventure in 
production, 

Edward Potter succeeds James 
Vincent in ‘Criminal At Large.’ 


Vincent quit to take the stage man- 


jagement for Katherine Cornell, 


Blade Stanhope Conway gwill re- 
place Edwin Styles, who left ‘Van- 
ities’ for another engagement, 
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Music Hall Varieties 


(Continued from page 46) 


against a percentage of the profits. 
It looks like White's overhead-in the 
way of stage costs, and minus the 
percentage split Richman may or 
may not get, is in the neighborhood 
of $8,000 a week. There’s no pro- 
duction cost to speak of, becanse 
there is no production, while the use 
of mostly released tunes and revived | 
sketches cuts down the royalties. 
Richman opens the show out in 
‘one’ with a kidding apology to the 
audience for the lack of scenic effects 
—he insists that the rich-looking 
house traveler is gunnysack—and on 
opening night White, in person, 


closed it with another apology for 
the same omissions. But both told 
the audience that the talent at- 
toned for the other missing ele- 
ments, both mentioning the $2.50 
scale. Whether the atonement they 
talked about was delivered, was for 


the audience to decide, despite that 
the two speakers ventured to decide 
for them. 

Richman was in fine voice open- 
ing night and, working hard as he 
always does, managed to hold up his 
end, but for general, all around per- 
forming he has looked a lot better 
in his numerous recent Broadwxy 
picture house engagement at 75c. 
top. Miss Damita, as stunning a 
girl as ever stepped upon a stage, 
dressed up the entertainment when- 
ever she was on, with her looks 
alone going a long way. Thats 
probably all that was wanted in this 
case. But if it should ever be a 
matter of having to be more than 
just decorative for Miss Damita, she 
will find a book show considerably 
more suitable. ‘Sons o’ Guns’ was 
evidence of that. 

To Bert Lahr goes the credit for 
socking them hardest and most 
often. Having finally dropped his 
“Flying High’ routine, repetition of 
which had set him back lately in tine 
New York theatres, he is chancing 
some new material this time and the 
result is an almost new Lahr and 
double in .spades for effectiveness. 
His is the show's only 100% per- 
formance, involving half a dozen ap- 
pearances and each a_e wallop. 
Sticking to Dutch all the way, he 
finds his highlights in a Jolson 
satire, a Clifton Webb takeoff and 
a dog turn in which Al Gordon's 
pooches do perfect straight for the 
a to their master’s offstage con- 
trol. 

Secondary principals who stand 
out in greatest relief are all dancers 
—Eleanor Powell, Vivian Fay and 
Joseph Donatella. Miss Powell and 
Fay have two spots each, latter 
getting the show’s only production 
help. Miss Powell lands both times 
with her rhythm bucking, repeating 
her specialty smash in the last 
‘Follies,’ although her first number 
is marred by an unbecoming cos- 
tume. Miss Fay dances on her toes, 
and beautifully. Donatella capital- 
izes on one leg trick, though he 
weaves a routine around it. Others 
have used the same stunt without 
cashing in as this boy does. But 
he’s still a one-step dancer and the 
fact that he stopped the show at 
almost 11 o’clock is indicative of 
weakness up ahead, as last-minute 
specialty stoppers almost: always 
are. 

Loomis Sisters, whose last ap- 
pearance is their best; Four Mullen 
Sisters, picture house harmonists 
with one spot here; Barre Hill, 
tenor, and Helen Arnold, soprano, 
take care of the vocalizing, of which 
there is enough for any show. Rich- 
man and Miss Damita do some sing- 
ing, too. 

Everybody is permitted to sing 
what he or she wants to sing and 
they all use published numbers. 
Among the few new tunes, a ‘dime’ 
song by Irving Caesar, who gets top 
billing credit. for the show's score, 
easily stands out; it would shine in 
any company. 


The skits and blackouts. were 





FOR THAT GOLDEN 
AGE OF 50 and 
BEYOND 


Let us show you how to provide 
an+Income for that rainy day 
when you are no longer able to 
earn a decent living that will be 
paid to you each month, year 
after year, even if you lived to 
be a hundred years old. 





yi An Income You Cannot Outlive! 


For Further Details, 


JOHN J. 


AEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 


Write 


resurrected ‘Scandals’ 


and all are 


from past 
second rate by now. 
White's chief concern as the pro- 
ducer was the pacing and routining, 
both of which are okay. 


Chorus comprises 32 girls, trained 


by Russell Markert, who had the 
Roxyettes, but picked by White for 
looks first and dancing ability 
second and last. Markert performed 





an expert job with the material at 
hand, whipping the lookers into 
|some semblance of precision dancers | 
by -confining the labor to the 
simplest of his standard picture 
house routines. Beyond their foot- 
work the girls are always good to 
look at, probably being the best 
looking dancing line yet, with their 


appearance sufficient to square the 
dancing. 

If this non-production depression 
revue formula is to be followed by 
other producers, it may be best for 
them to adopt the vaudeville method 
more closely than White has done. 
If economy is the keynote, it should 
apply more to the production end 
than the talent. This show. could 
have used a few more specialty peo- 
ple and additional elements of 
variety. In a revue the numerous 
reappearances of the principals are 


condoned by the special material 
provided for them. In failing to 
deliver material, White failed to 


them with good reasons for 


provide 
Bige. 


being on so often. 





JAMBOREE 


three acts presented at 
the Vanderbilt ‘Novy, 24 by Elizabeth Miele; 
written by Bessie Beatty and Jack Black; 
based on latter’s story, ‘You Can't Win’; 
staged by Charles Friedman. 


Melodrama in 


PP rT eb ceddbocscccs Peter Goo Chong 
Marguerite ..csccsecessecess Warda Howard 
ey eyr sepececcseccs. een Aneeneer 
FUNG... ced cie ee eseeeseess-Olivia Wrightson 
First Bar Fly....cccscesesee,-dack Clifford 
Second Bar Fly....ccscreere Wesley Givens 
Gambler. ...... CceessVicdacvecdecre Al Guin: 
AME dion catoateecws George C. Mantell 
Justice..... nan eceepececensan meee... aneee 
Colonel Poe..... ee “How ard Morgan 
Foot-'n’-Half George. secceveess Frank Dae 
Sanctimonius Slim.......- Carol Ashburn 
PG ss sevecsreostss ecsccceces- Lee Ellsworth 
Al Sheets... .ccoccecee sesedes ; Carleton Macy 
BIRORIO. « ¢-0 0-4 06 6007 eseeeseebarry Macollum 
Salt Chunk Mary........+.+: Marie Kennedy 
BAR cee vstiesuveser -»..Sheelaugh Kennedy 
ee ee pe vedoe Ruth Chorpenning 
Cheyenne Lizzie........eseeees Patsy Klein 
MND. 6h 006 6 0000060 0006006505 Richard Ewell 
BEIGRL cs caccscanects eeesee- Elizabeth Parkes 
A Piano Player....... evccccces Ray Brown 
PP rrrrrrr rT Tyre rit T. C. Connor 


Jonathon Schorr. ..Dodson Mitchell 


‘Jamboree’ bowed in on Thanks- 
giving night and while not definite- 
ly identified with the bird of the 
day, the new melodrama did not 
seem good enough for a successful 
engagement. 

Rather in the manner of Mae 
West in central character, that of 
Salt Chunk Mary in whose com- 
bination hotel and gambling joint 
out in Pocatello, Idaho, the action 
unfolds... Dated in the early ’90’s 
Mary’s establishment has the color 
of a frontier establishment. Up- 
stage center the old time bar is 
visible, screened off now and then 
from Mary’s living room, where she 
does business as a fence for thieves. 
The program states that the 
characters Were written around the 
persons whom Jack Black mixed 
with during the time he .was a 
western crook. and the types are 
actual. Two of Mary’s customers 
appear with a bunch of stolen dia- 
monds. They accept three G’s and 
split equally with Jack, the kid who 
aided them and who had pulled his 
first ‘job.’ Mary takes a liking to 
the youth, who has been shot in the 
leg. For romance, the boy goes for 
Marguerite, a girl saved from a 
white-slaver by Mary. 

A rival woman dive-keeper is 
murdered, and when her gems are 
found in Jack’s hand the sheriff, 
Al Sheets, is for nailing him. Mary 
protects the lad, steers him on the 
straight road, and eventually he 
and the girl escape to a distant 
ranch, although the real murderer 
confesses. 

One episode has the boy’s father 
on the scene, from another city to 
take him home. The man turns out 
to be Mary’s former husband, but 
there is no disclosure to the boy. 
Her. story tells of sudden incarcera- 
tion back home, charged with the 
theft of a special delivery letter. 
While in jail the man divorced her. 
Seems the missing letter was found 
in the seal of a mail sack, but Mary 
had wandered into parts unknown, 
a flinty woman. In the play a 
stray bullet kills her,” that being 
the only incident which Black says 
did not actually occur. 

Some of the names in the cast 
such as Carleton Macy, playing the 
sheriff, and Dodson Mitchell as 
Mary’s one-time husband, are 
known in vaudeville and legit. Ruth 
Chorpenning is present as an en- 
tertainer in one of the joints and 
warbles bawdy lyrics to such tunes 
as ‘After the Ball,’ ‘The Cowboy’s 
Lament’ and ‘Tra-ra-ra Boom De- 
ay.’ Noticed on the program was 
Jack Clifford, who doubled, first as 
a ‘bar fly.’ 

New to Broadway is the matronly 





| Marie Kenney playing the case- 
| hardened Mary, whose maternal in- 
| stinct, however, is still dominant. 
| Mrs. Kenney is a_ resident of 
| Bronxville, New York suburb. She 
|had some experience in summer 
| show companies and friends are 
said to have provided backing for 
the show. Okay for an initial char- 
acter try. 

Perhaps Jamboree’ would make a 
| better western picture than a stage 
play. It has color but not much 
'more else. Thee. 











THE DUBARRY 


Operetta in two parts; presented at the 
George M. Cohan, Nov. by Morris Green 
by arrangement with © Ett-A-Dor, 
music by Carl Mollocker; book by 
Knepler and J. M. Willeminsky; 
Rowland Leigh with lyrics from same; 
Grace Moore starred; dances staged by 
Dorothea Berke 


Inc. ; 
Paul 









SUATHSS cc cdoccce eacecedeccesss Pert Kelton 
Madame eee cecenaceeeLolita Robertson 
Gem MAV.cccccccecesscecceses Iris Newton 
Marquis De La Marche. . Robinson Newbold 
Comte DuwBarry...... eeves.--Percy Waram 
EMSC .cccocece seesehoudanadaee Forsythe 
JOANNE .cccces eveccee ...Grace Moore 
Rene Lavallery.. ..William Hain 
Hubert Oronais.. . Alexis Sandersen 
rr Jeune Moreau. cecccsees-++++- Len Saxon 
Landlady oseccece .. Mildred Gethins 


..Harold Crane 
.Fenton Barrett 
-Charles Angelo 
-..James Philips 
-Roberta Pierre 


Comte Bordeneau.. ° 
Prince De Soubise. 
Baron Chamard.... 
Comte Fragonard, 
Therese 








Didine --Helen Withers 
Madame  Sauterelle’. -Helen Raymond 
Sophie ..ccccce ecccccccsecees Vivian Vernon 
Ninon ocvcccccccccccese- Patricia Clarke 
Josephine ..e«. eceeeee-Marion Santry 
SUZANNE eseee e8ecscred Jean Andree 
Vitset heaaecoegsccecscbive < * Mildred Manning 


The. London operetia:success ‘The 
DuBarry’ mounted here in a glitter- 
ing production should click, but ad- 
vance reports, from Boston were 


hardly substantiated’ at the pre- 
miere. 

irace Moore is ‘DuBarry.’ All 
else is in small caps. The- former 


musical comedy song-bird and the 
leading lyrie soprano of the Metro- 
politan was granted a leave to ap- 
pear in the operetta. So beautiful 
a voice would grace any stage and 
upon its magic depends the chances 
of the musical which so enthralled 
Mrs. Joe Leblang last summer that 
she secured the American rights. 
The story of the most famous. 
courtesan in France is traced from 
the days as a milliner to her 
triumph as the mistress of King 
Louis XV, during her brilliant rajezn 
in the palace at Luciennes with 
Ittle suggestion of the tragedy that 
soon afterward ended her career. 
There is enough that is. sexy 
about the story, despite its familiar- 
ity and its costume features that 
do not show the men at ‘their best, 
to especially interest ‘the average 
feminine playgoer. In particular is 
the salon of Mme. Sautrelle. an 
establishment along the lines of the 
house of all nations. It finales the 
first act. Jeanne, later known as 
the Countess DuBarry is shown 
with her first lever Rene, her first 
year with the acquiescent: count 
and the height of her glory as the 
mistress of Louis as a man not as 
the king. 

Perhaps it .is hardly believable 
that she should be so attached to 
the king. But it is less understand- 
able why two long stretches of 
dialogue in the second act were not 
shortened. Not surprising that 
comedy virtually absent from this 
musical, romance: No stint in set- 
tings which were extravagant in 
the second act, with its. palace 
scenes. 

The richness of the costumes of 
the French court period is striking. 
Indeed it is on a profligate scale as 
if in tune with the splendor sur- 
rounding the French monarch.: » It: 
seemed,. however, that American 
adapters could have made a better 
job of the libretto and the score. 
The melodies are little changed 
from the original Carl Millockér, 
dating back to another generation 
in Berlin where the operetta was 
first produced, 

Miss Moore reached the heights 
near the close of act one when she 
sang ‘I Give My Heart’ and again 
at the finale with ‘The DuBarry.’ 
In the latter instance was singing 
to the king, played by Marion Green 
himself a warbler of repute but 
without a note to sing. 

Two duets stood out, both with 
William Hain, who replaced Howard 
Marsh, but who seemed a ‘strange 
lover for the lovely Jeanne. In the 
first act ‘Without Your Love’ was 
sung their garret setting. Later in 
the rich garden of Le Marechale 
there was ‘The Road to ‘Happiness’ 
and in both numbers Miss Moore’s 
coloratura notés -were _ stirring. 
Hain has quite a voice range ‘as 
indicated in ‘If I Am Dreaming.’ 

Pert Kelton, another little milliner 
and Robinson Newbold, as a dod- 
dering marquis tried to inject fun 
with indifferent results. Nana Bry- 
ant was an eye-fuil as Maréchale 
De Luxenbourg. Max Figman as 
the minister of. state and Percy 
Waram as Count DuBarry. were 
happily cast. 

Morris Green was in charge of 
presenting ‘The DuBarry,’ with 
Rowland Leigh, brought from Lon- 
don to stage the book. Dorothee 
Berke staged the ballets, best being 
in the palace garden, with Joyce 
Coles the ballerino. 

‘The DuBarry’ has splendor, sen- 
timent and fine music, 
all it has Miss Moore, whose rich- 
ness of voice and attractive appear- 
ance should over-balance 
not so fortunate. 


EMPRESS EUGENIE 


(Cornelia Otis Skinner) 

Series of dramatic sequences and char- 
acter sketches, written, staged and en- 
tirely acted by Cornelia Otis Skinner. At 
the Lyceum theatre, N, Y., for limited en- 
gagement, 


Ibee. 





Cornelia Skinner is one of the 
youngest, and at the same time one 
of the finest, actrésses of her genre: 
Natural impulse is.to line her up 


with Ruth Draper for comparison 
purposes. That's wrong. The two 
have very little in common,. they 





work differently and along diverging 


staged by | 


he also directed. 
Theodore Kahn, executed by W. 


‘Ronald Waring.. 
Arthur Wickham. ...ceseeees: 


but above 


details 


lines. Miss Skinner seems to have 
developed something entirely new 
in show ‘business and, with careful 
management, ought to do well 
with it. 

Ruth Draper gives a series of 
character portraits with no con- 
nected thought or meaning. Cor- 
nelia Skinner definitely ties up her 
snapshots, In the current case it’s 
a full life portrait of a famous lady, 
Empress Eugenie, the six sketches 
taking the woman from a young girl 
through a long life to death at 93. 
Beyond this basic difference be- 
tween the two, Miss Skinner em- 
ploys a different method. Miss 
Draper is a caricaturist; Miss Skin- 
ner a portrait painter. Miss Dra- 
per’s wit is broad; Miss Skinner's 
deep. Miss Draper uses a wide brush 
with full swabs; Miss Skinner em- 
ploys a fine bfush’ and delicate 
pigments. Miss Draper has made 
herself a considerable reputation 
and quite a bit of money; Miss 
Skinner ought to have no trouble 
following suit. 

‘Empress Eugenie’ is quite an en- 
trancing business. First the girl is 
shown in the gardens of Compiegne 
preceding her marriage to the last 
Napoleon, Then a couple scenes at 
the height of the Second Empire, 
the flight after the French defeat, a 
visit to the queen in exile by Queen 
Victoria and a sad, sad scene at the 
Hotel Continental in Paris after the 
World War, in 1919. It’s complete 
and enthralling. Miss Skinner is 
not only a beautiful woman and a 
fine actress, but she has the rare 
ability of completely dominating the 


stage without becoming monotonous. 


Maybe the answer lies in the fact 
that she makes believe she picks up 


a real telephone, when it would have 


been just as easy to use a prop 
phone. It’s make-believe. And of 
the highest type. 

Prior to the Eugenie thing, Miss 
Skinner does a quartet of short 
comic sketches, which are pretty 
good, but don’t do her justice. 

She’s at the Lyceum for a limited 


engagement, meaning that she'll stay 
as long as possible, and that prob- 


ably means two or three weeks, The 
smart thing for her is not to stay 
anywhere too long. She ought to 
have no trouble attracting audi- 
ences, good audieneces, but it'll be 
wrong for her to try to stay any- 
where too long. There aren't that 
many discriminating audiences 
available. And, incidentally, she 
might cut down on the French. It’s 
the. first perfect French this re- 
viewer has ever heard spoken by an 
American, and with no American 
accent, but there’s just a bit too 
much of-it. Some of those in the 
auditorium don’t happen to know 
the language. Kauf. 


THE BARRISTER 


Sydney Stone presents his own play, which 
Settings designed by 
H. Mens- 





ching. At the Masque, New York, Nov. 
21. $3 30 top. 
Besson...... cosas coégueepeoee Facile Ripple 


o eongegsoee scene 2e0ee 
-Robert Leslie 
.-Edgar Mason 
<aet Helen Kingsley 


Mona Latimer..... 


Connie Denmore....... 


Flora Trevisson..........Jeannette Fox-Lee 
Freddy 


Reng p eende'eeecescnedse% Jack Edwards 
Police Constale Reynolds. ,.. Stapleton Kent 
HIA@rrod. .ccccccscccccccsecses Stapleton Kent 


Another of those productions for 
which there is no reason whatever 
except the ambition of the author- 
producer to see his brain-child be- 
fore the footlights Play is typical 
of the tons of less-than-indifferent 
pieces that never get beyond the 
professional play reader in the ordi- 
nary routine of commercial produc- 
ing. 

Technically it is without form and 
void, hopeless in. dramatic sub- 
stance, amateurish in its manner of 
recital and clumsily played in the 
stilted manner of minor stock com- 
panies. At a scale of $3 on Broad- 
way it hasn’t a ghost of a chance, 
either in the present state of the 
theatre or in any other state that 
could be imagined. 

Three acts are filled out with ut- 
terly trivial dialog and an occa- 
sional passage of artificial stage ac- 
tion mostly devoid of rhyme or rea- 
son. Development of the dramatic 
thread is so illogical that even the 
invited first night audience was 
from time to time moved to unin- 
tended laughter. One thing that 
aroused merriment was the busiest 
doorbell in the whole realm of the 
current theatre. 

Play takes place in a single set 
the chambers of a young barrister 
in Temple Court, London, a per- 
functory interior as uninspiring as 
the dizzy events that take place 
therein. There is a comedy butler 
and a killing at the second act cur- 
tain; another butler who turns out 
to be a Scotland Yard detective, and 
all the other standbys of amateur 
playwriting. 

Robert Leslie is the leading man. 
He comes from stock, mostly in the 
hinterland, and shows that back- 
ground in his playing. Cast has 
three women—Emily Ross, Helen 
Kingsley and Jeannette Fox-Lee— 
who look attractive in a well-nour- 
ished way and carry clothes with a 
certain air, but the play gives them 
small opportunity for convincing 
acting. Rest of the cast doesn’t 
matter one way or the other And 
neither does the play. Rush, 


Show closed Sat. (26). Review 





is 





run merely for the record.. 


FIREBIRD 


Melodrama in three 
Gilbert Miller at the 


acts presented hy 
Empire Nov 21: 


Judith Anderson starred; Henry Stephen. 
son, Ian Keith and Montagu Love fea. 
tured; adapted from Hungarian original 
of Lajos Zilahy by Jeffrey Dell; staged ty 
the producer, 

A MEBBONGEP ccccccceciicscace: Ernest Gann 
Hall Porter .secceeseeeJOhn Daly Murphy 
Schoolgirl ccccccscecseesees.Mab Maynard 
PostMan ceocsccccesesesses- LEWIS Dayton 
POMGS «ockestoese eveceeeses- Harry Plimmer 
Zoltan Balkanyd ceccessessseess Ian Keith 
Mrs. Aranyosi .ecceeseessEvelyn Beresford 
Karola Lovasdy .esvceess--- Judith Anderson 
Andor Lovasdy eeesessess+-Henry Stephenson 
Bip. FERIASS cocccccocecssceces Edgar Kent 
Alice Incze ..... ecoees- Margot Stevenson 
Mariette Lovasdy ....+.+..Elizabeth Young 
Mile. Mousquet .ecsseseess- Andree Cornay 
Street Musician ...ceoseses..-Eugene Fila 
Tenant ..... ecceccoccsccees Faul Allen, Jr 
Boriska wocescccccccccsvccesss- Helen Crane 
PLOUMer secccccsece ecccscccess Louis Polan 
Theatre ‘Attendant Wie bebOiwas James Roper 
Girl Tenants......M,. Heberden, K, Locke 
PONCEMAN pcccccccccscecceecss Wylie Adams 
DOCtOP ccccces covcccccooss- Arthur Metcalf 
Police Inspector .......+...Reginald Mason 
Police -OFNCOP .socecdcbiececss: Colin Hunter 
Photographer «ecosceseses+-Robert Baldon 
Police Commissianer Szentesi.....M. Love 
Szamosi seveeecceseccecess. Le Rol Operti 
JOIN “HROBOR seccccsccccccscccce Nita Naldi 
ADDL seocsscescestecctess Whitney Bourne 


‘Firebird’ is an interesting evening 
in the theatre, Admirably presented 
and skillfully directed, it is 
melodrama enacted by class play- 


ers. It should give Gilbert Miller 
two successes in two tries—his ‘The 
Late Christopher Bean’ being the 
other. 

The play is an importation, having 
been seen in most of Europe's 
capitals. ‘Firebird’ represents con- 
siderably more of a managerial in- 
vestment than ‘Bean,’ calling for 
more colorful and detailed settings, 
also a well peopled cast but the 
premiere indicated it to be a fair 
winner. The author Lajos Zilahy 
won fame with it, yet the success 
of the play abroad was no guarantee 
of a click here. Matters of casting 
and presentation were the deciding 
factors. 

‘Firebird’ is actually a murder 
mystery play. It differs consider- 
ably from the American brand—no 
pistol shots, no visible violence. 
There is police inquisition, but it is 
subdued. In fact the play is that 
way, quiet yet absorbing and almost 
complete surprise for the finish of 
the story. 

The scenes are principally in the 
entrance hall of a Budapest apart- 
ment house and the living room of 
his Excellency Andor Lovasdy, re- 
cently retired prime minister. He 
owns the building and resides there 
with his wife, Karola, considerably 
his junior, and their daughter 
Mariette. The scenes particularly 
the entrance hall are quite different 
from the American kind. 

Zoltan Balkanyi, a young star of 
the stage, has just moved into the 
apartment house. He intercepts 
Mme. Lovasdy on the stairway and 
makes insistent, insulting advances 
to her. She calls for the manager 
and demands that the actor be 
evicted as an undesirable tenant, 
For certain reasons the issue is not 
pushed. Two months later Balkanyi 
is found shot. 

The distinguished Lovasdys are 
politely examined by the commis- 
sioner of police. All the police know 
is that the murdered man had:a 
mistress, that he had had no visitors 
and that the woman in the case 
must reside in the same house. Un- 
der a pretext Mme. Lovasdy returns 
to the commissioner's office alone 
and states that she was the actor's 
mistress. 

In the Lovasdy living room that 
night the ex-minister by process of 
elimination traces the woman 
known to have visited the actor to 
his own apartment. It is the big 
scene between Judith Anderson and 
Henry Stephenson, who are the 
Lovasdys. She admits an affair 
with the actor and declares she was 
forced to it fearing scandal threat- 
ened by the man, During a quarrel 
she shot him. 

The police head is sent for and 
the wife is ready to leave with him. 
But the commissioner has some 
questions and discerning the wrong 
answers, declares she had never 
been in the actor’s apartment. The 
denouement is that she has been 
protecting someone else and was 
willing to take the’ punishment. 

The vibrant Miss Anderson gives 
what will probably be called her 


class 


finest performance. She doesn't 
spark with histrionics but she 
dominates in every scene, There is 


restrained emotion in the confes- 
sional scenes—she is a woman of 
refinement and distinction. Yet her 
show of mother love for her 15- 
year-old daughter is high drama in 
this playing. 

The polished Stephenson as her 
husband again qualifies as a leading 
actor. Montagu Love stands out as 
the quiet but commanding police 
commissioner. Ian Keith appearing 
in one act raakes the actor classy 
though impudent, the assignment 
calling for a clever player. Eliza- 
beth Young gives a very good per- 
formance as Mariette and the 
smaller parts too seemed well done 

‘Firebird’ looks like a natural at 
the Empire, Ibee, 





Corn Belt Stocks Change 
Ottumwa, Ia., Nov. 
players have opened 


28. 


Henderson 





at the Grand to run three weeks, 1° 
and 20. Diamond sisters out after 
dving, fair -big. 
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London Show World 


London, Nov. 20. 

Tyrone Guthrie’s play ‘Follow 
Me,’ at the Westminster, will create 
some comment of a controversial 
nature. The play deals with the 
theme of a modern second advent, 
with the crucifixion in this instance 
taking the form of Christ being 
eonvicted in the London criminal 
eourt of high treason. Guthrie is 
known here as a stage and radio 
producer, but this is his first ven- 
ture into dramatic authorship. 

Not a bad play and not a good 
piay. It will probably be done again 
in some sort of revised form. If it 
is, they should once more engage 
the four principals who are mem- 
bers of the Glasgow repertory com- 
pany. 





Palladium Bill 
Palladium till, week of Nov. 14, 
headed by Nanette Guilford, ‘famous 
prima donna from the Metropolitan 
Opera House, New York,’ drew the 
worst second house in months. This 


despite the support being Tom 
Patricola, Hazel Mangean_ Girls, 
Max Gruber’s ‘Oddities of the 


Jungle,’ and the Three Waltons, all 
holdovers, and newcomers Georgie 
Wood, G. S. Melvin, De Groot, Syd 
Seymour and his band and Ewing 
faton. 

Reason for sparse attendance is 
difficult to understand, unless it is 
the holdovers and the several quick 
returns. Headliner was Guilford 
who came near stopping the show, 
but failed to bring them in. Lon- 
don Pavilion has Harry Reso and 
his X. N. Tricities, a new band re- 
placing Harry Roy and his RKO- 
lians. The band as a substitute for 
Roy does not hold up. 





Lytton Honored 

Gallery First Nighters’ dinner 
tendered to Sir Henry Lytton upon 
his farewell appearances in Gilbert 
and Sullivan's operas, in which he 
has been acting for the last 50 
years, drew 2 big crowd. 

Ethel Levey, who rendered ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ announced 
as having been specially written 
for her many years ago by Irving 
Berlin, was the outstanding turn of 
the evening. 


Arithmetic of Show’s 
Loss Gets Into Court 


Stockholm, Nov. 19. 

Despite Prince Lennart installing 
a $500 lighting plant and paying off 
the electricians, Naima Wifstrand’s 
revue closed to a 12,000 kroner loss. 
A number of suits have been filed 
to inquire how this sum could have 
been dropped when the rent of the 
theatre was only 20 kr. a night and 
with 7 kr. more for electricity. 

Encouraged by success of ‘Kanske 
en Diktare’ Gosta Ekman is going 
to try another new Swedish play, 
‘Johnny,’ and then follow this with 
the French ‘Banque Nemo,’ of Ver- 
neuil. At his Folk Teater the ac- 
tor-producer is doing all right with 
‘The Vinegar Tree’ at matinees and 
In the Best of Families’ at night. 
His son made his stage debut in 
the latter. 

Pauline Brunius and her family, 
ousted by bankruptcy proceedings 
last season, are back for a short 
engagement at the smaller stage of 
the Konsert Hus in ‘After All,’ by 
Van Druten. Then to the road 
again. 

Aided by the presence of Marc 
Connelly, the Royal Dramatik plan 
to run ‘Green Pastures’ through the 
winter, hoping to get another pub- 
lic after the prices are lowered 
when 75 performances have been 
reached. So far the show is the 
biggest grosser ever for Stockholm. 
Connelly gave interviews, attended 
one performance and was the guest 
of the city for three days and has 
become almost a national hero. He 
then went on to Berlin and back 
to New York. 

The Blanche is looking around 
for a play and with the Nobel Prize 
publicity may revive a series of 
Galsworthy plays to tide them over 
the season. 


MEX BULLS TOO TAME 


Mexico City, Nov. 25. 

Bull-fight fans are becoming 
jaded. Two exhibits here in a row 
featured verbal protests by custom- 
ers because of poor quality of the 
Victims. 

Overly-tame bulls sticking out 
their throats to be cut inspired na- 
tive patrons to jeer. Arena man- 
agements are being panned to a 
fizzle by newspaper bull-fight crit- 








CLOSED SHOP DECISION 


British Equity Sets Date for Vote 
on Subject 





London, Nov. 2%. 

Equity has called a mass meeting 
here for Dee. 2. 

Subject matter under discussicn 
will be establishment of a closed 
shop program commencing with the 
New Year. 


LAST MEN-ONLY SHOWS 
CLOSED BY MEX EDICT 


Mexico City, Nov. 25. 
Dirt shows have been eliminated 
here because they failed to clean up 
within the 30-day period allowed by 
civic government. El Molino Verde 
(The Green Mill), last remaining 
filth temple here, has been closed. 
Civic fathers have now completely 
eliminated for men only theatres, 
shows which functioned here for 
years. 


South Africa 


By H. HANSON 














Capetown, Nov. 3. 

Summer is here. Hotels, store- 
keepers, municipalites, seaside and 
otherwise, getting busy to put over 
drawing attractions for expected 
visitors. African Consolidated Thea- 
tres doing nothing. 

Fiasco at Capetown City Hall 
when a French-made silent picture 
‘Les Joueurs @’Eches’ (‘The Chess 
Players’) proved a failure with 
weak story, and projection worse. 
Story deals with the invasion of 
Russia by Napoleon, and the re- 
treat from Moscow. Showing lasted 
one night. 

‘Dancing Sweeties,’ a Warner pro- 
duction, had a short life at a Cape- 
town cinema, being withdrawn after 
one night’s showing. 

The fight between Young Strib- 
ling and Don McCorkindale, the 
South African boxer, is scheduled 
for Dec 17 at the Ellis Park Rugby 
Grounds, Johannesburg. Expected 
the fight will draw a 20,000 crowd. 

Arthur Loew is due to arrive Nov. 
10 at Johannesburg for the open- 
ing of M-G-M fine theatre, the 
Metro. Visiting Capetown after 
that, he will gain some first-hand 
knowledge of South Africa’s possi- 
bilities in the cinema _ business. 
From Capetown he flies to Egypt 
and Europe. 

J. H. Barnes Dead 

J. H. Barnes, well-known big 
game hunter, was found dead at his 
house in Kenya, East Africa, ap- 
parently from poisoning. He as- 
sisted in the making of the film 
‘Trader Horn.’ 

The Senate of the University of 
Pretoria is on a purity propaganda 
scheme for students, with the ban- 
ning of all alcoholic liquor at any 
university function, and dances to 
be limited to one every six months, 
and eventually entirely banned. 

African Consolidated Theatres are 
putting over a half-hearted attempt 
to get patrons interested in British 
pictures. It as always been known 
that African theatres was never 
keen on British productions, as- 
serting that the South African pub- 
lic did not want them, and thereby 
siezing the excuse to cut down the 
importation to a small percentage. 
When Kinemas, Ltd. were forced to 
merge, then African Theatres had 
to take over the existing British 
contracts held by Kinemas, Ltd. 
Now the story is that African Con- 
solidated Theatres is out to give 
the public the best of the British 
studios. 

Artists coming to South Africa 
are notified that the dollar is worth 


(Continued on page 61) 


Fight Program Nick 


Brussels, Nov. 20. 

Belgian theatre and = concert- 
goers are protesting against exces- 
sive charge for programs which 
varies between 10 and 15 cents. In 
many cases the program is printed 
on the flyleaf of a weekly theatrical 
journal which theatre audiences are 
thus forced to buy. Sellers do not 
openly solicit a tip for themselves, 
but when asked the cost of the pro- 
gram reply that the management 
charges them so much a copy. The 
purchaser feels bound to add some- 
thing. This, with the cloak-room 
charge, puts 25 to 30% on the cost 
of a theatre ticket. 
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Deal Gives Company Virtual | 


Vaud Monopoly—Surprise | 


Comes on Heels of Re- 
ports Beaverbrook Coterie, 
Out of Empires, Sought 
Stoll Connection — Coli- 
Alhambra Hold- 


seum, 
outs 


—_—— 


BIG CIRCUITS YOKED 





London, Nov. 28. 

Deal has practically been set for 
Gaumont British to take over all 
picture and vaude bookings for the 
Stoll circuit of theatres. Deal would 
include all Stoll houses, with the 
exception of the Coliseum and the 
Alhambra. 


With the recent Gaumont-British 
purchase of Moss Empires control 
going into effect and this new de- 
velopment it means that G-B has 
what practically amounts to a 
monopoly on English vaudeville and 
can offer American acts almost a 
bigger tour is available through 
any one chain in the United States. 


Two Stands Excepted 


Coliseum and Alhambra are not 
included in this newest deal be- 
cause they’re legit houses, but the 
Alhambra may join. It depends on 
what kind of a break is given the 
new Stoll musical ‘Kiss In Spring,’ 
which opens tonight (28). If the 
show clicks, the house is, of course, 
set. Otherwise, it will switch pronto 
to vaude. 

Deal is somewhat of a surprise, 
the thought having been prevalent 
that Lord Beaverbrook, bought out 
of Moss Empires by Gaumont, 
would attempt to purchase into 
Stolls or affect a deal with that 
circuit. 

General Theatres is taking imme- 
diate possession of Moss Empires 
bookings, with Val Parnell already 
installed for that purpose. 

Under the new arrangement Gau- 
mont British got right to work, in- 
stalling some Gaumont movietone 
shorts at the Dominion supplement- 
ing the vaude, which continues. 


TO PRODUCE ABROAD 
WITH EYE TO B’WAY 


Gifford Cochran, American dis- 
tributor of ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
with John Krimsky, is sailing to- 
morrow (1) for Munich, Germany 
to begin production of plays there. 

Cochran will tie up with the state 
theatre in Munich for production 
purposes and put up part of the 
bankroll for importing actors from 
Berlin. New plays will be put on, 
with an eye toward the American 
and world inarkets. Any plays pro- 
duced whicn look likely for Broad- 
way will then be handled here by 
Krimsky. 


Half Pay or Close, Is 
Ultimatum at Gaiety 


London, Nov. 28. 
‘Potash and Perlmutter’ company 
at the Gaiety has been offered a half 
salary arrangement. 
It’s either that, the management 
told the actors, or close down. 











International Suit 


Budapest, Nov. 15. 

James Gould, manager of a va- 
riety stage in Cairo, has filed a suit 
against the Latabar brothers, 
Hungarian dancers, for breach of 
contract. The Latabars failed to 
appear in Cairo, he says, when they 
were due Sept. 25 and did not re- 
ply to cables and letters. 

Verdict is to be given by an in- 
ternational stage court, a jury 
whose president will will be the 
manager of the Berlin Staatsoper. 





Australia 


By Eric 


+ 





The Japanese Code 


Paris, Nov. 19. 

Nimura, a Japanese dancer, 
refused to appear with Mme 
Menaka, because in the eyes of 
his friends he would have been 
damaged had a woman's name 
been billed before his own. 

Result was that Toshi Ko- 
mori, Japanese dancer, took 
his place, thus saving Ni- 
mura’s professional] honor. 


GERMAN GOV’T BOOKING | 
ENDS, PARENNA NO MORE ' 


Berlin, Nov. 19. 

The government’s experiment in 
eliminating private employment 
agencies for actors, variety artists, 
ete., was a failure. The ‘Parenna,’ 
the official government employment 
agency, cost the government 4a 
lot of money and was a source of 
annoyance to the managers and ar- 
tists as well. 

Parenna has been dissolved, but 
the agents who by law had to give 
up their business, have been officially 
reinstated. The decree is in the 
form of an emergency edict signed 
by President von Hindenburg, re- 
garding support for general busi- 
ness, 

The ordinance includes provisions 
as to how to approach the Inter- 
national Vaudeville and Circus 
Owners’ Associations and the In- 
ternational Artists’ Associations on 
commission to be paid and arrange- 
ment for short term engagements. 
Parenna is to disappear entirely. 


Ring Down as Audience 


Boos Alice Cocea’s Act 
Paris, Nov. 19. 

















Gorrick 


Sydney, Oct. 30. 

In one short week the legitimate 
stage has fallen into a decline, and 
only one stage show is operating in 
Sydney. Two of the W-T houses 
are dark and no new attractions are 
listed right now. ‘Hold My Hand’ 
is the only legit offering. Dame 
Sybil Thorndike has just concluded 
a successful season. 

In Melbourne ‘Autumn Crocus’ 
and G&S revivals only legits cur- 
rent. It is anticipated W-T will 
install several new attractions for 
Yuletide season. 

The picture field earries a few 
surprises. ‘Sunshine Susie’ is in 
its 17th week in Melbourne and 13th 
week in Sydney. ‘On Our Selection’ 
(Australian) concludes with seven 
weeks, and ‘His Royal Highness’ 
(Australian) will come in for a try. 
Grand Hotel’ is the smash hit and 
‘Movie Crazy’ looks a good bet, 
Hoyts are experimenting with a 
50-50 show in Melbourne playing 
Rolls’ revue and a feature picture, 
Idea costly in overhead, 

‘Blue Danube’ reaches’ second 
week. ‘Whoopee’ (revival) likely to 
stay two weeks. ‘Divorce in Family’ 
medium hit only. ‘White Zombie’ 
replaces. 

Weekly change business high with 
‘The Mouthpiece,’ ‘Dancers in the 
Dark,’ ‘State’s Attorney’ and ‘Frail 
Women.’ ‘War Correspondent’ 
opened and may get three weeks. 





Distributors and Combine 

With the merger of Greater Union 
Theatres and Hoyts as from Jan. 1 
next an interesting position has 
arisen as regards the various dis- 
tributors operating in Australia, 
Several of the distribs say that with 
General Theatres in a commanding 
position in all states they may be 
forced to a new sales policy. 

G. U. T. and Hoyts were the big- 
gest buyers of film when in compe- 
tition. With the combine, it is cere 
tain that lower rates will be sought 
by the film buyers. The bankers are 
sure to take care of this. Executives 
of General Theatres say that they 
will be prepared to meet all distribs 
on a fair footing, but the distribs 
are wondering. 





The curtain had to be rung down 
and the show stopped at the Michel 
while the police ejected five of the 
most noisy objectors to the appear- 
ance of Alice Cocea in ‘Valentin le 
Desosse,’ as support to Fresnay in 
lieu of Helene Perdriere, who 
opened the run. 

Alice Cocea’s acting was not in 
question, but merely her being per- 
mitted to appear on a Paris stage 
after being mentioned in connection 
with the suicide some weeks ago 
of a naval officer on the Riviera. 
Girl is a Roumanian by birth and 
French by marriage. 

Her, appearing in Strassburg re- 
cently resultéd in an uproar. Her 
appearing in Paris went unnoticed 
the first day, but the second eve- 
ning objectors started booing her. 





Plenty of Exercise 


Paris, Nov. 19. 

Record number of performances 
in one day here for an adagio act is 
now held by the Kitchen Pirates, 
who opened yesterday (Thursday 
17) at Paramount here, also term- 
inating the same day a two weeks 
engagement at the Alhambra. This 
means that they played three times 
the Alhambra and fives times the 
Paramount during the day, taxying 
back and forth between the two 
houses. 

This was necessitated by Para- 
mount changing bills on Thursday, 
one day in advance of other local 
house, with the Alhambra engage- 
ment consequently ending on the 
same Thursday. 

Act is a great success here. Fast 
tempo maintained and captures the 
natives. 


STARS ALONE NO DRAW 


Brussels, Nov. 20. 
French actor-managers bringing 
companies to Brussels for short sea- 
sons are, with one or two exceptions, 
like Sacha Guitry, doing badly. Rea- 
son is they thought their own pres- 
tige and personality good enough 
to fill a theatre here, the remainder 
of the company and the play be- 
ing mediocre. Mr. Leon Bernard 
and, previously, Mme. Jane Delvair 
have returned to Paris after disap- 





The Fullers are remaining inde- 
pendent, and by arrangements with 
M-G-M will release all their big 
products in their ace Sydney house. 
Fullers, however, are mainly inter- 
ested in English pictures for their 
city theatres. Paramount operates 


(Continued on page 61) 





Hauptmann Gala 


Berlin, Nov. 19. 

Gerhart Hauptmann, German poet, 
reached his 70th year, middle of Noe 
vember. In his honor several the- 
atres staged some of his plays. 

Elisabeth Bergner and Werner 
Krauss play in ‘Gabriel Schillings 
Flucht’ (‘Gabriel Schillings Flight’) 
at the State theatre. It is a beauti- 
ful performance as to acting and 
staging. The play itself is one of 
the weaker Hauptmann’s, The pub- 
lic is crowding the house, owing 
mostly to Elisabeth Bergner’s act- 
ing. 


McLeod Weds a Tiller 


London, Nov. 28. 
Tex McLeod, American vaude 
actor, and Marjorie Tiller were 
married here Friday (25). 
Miss Tiller is the daughter of John 
Tiller who started the dancing 
school of that name. 


London ‘Tonight’ Folds 


London, Nov. 28. 
‘Tonight or Never’ folded at the 
Duke of York’s Saturday (26). It 
never got really started. 
Basil Rathbone immediately 
booked passage for Wednesday (30) 
for New York. 








° . 

Vic Going Two-a-Day 
London, Nov. 28. 

Victoria Palace will give up the 
continuous vaudeville policy on New 
Year's. 

It’ll revert to two-a-day at 
time. 


that 


Berlin Theatre Bankrupt 
Berlin, Nov. 19. 
The Waliner theatre in Berlin hag 
broken down financially, with debts 
amounting to $2,500. 
This is the most recent addition to 





pointing takings. 


theatre bankruptcies here. 
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Talking Writer 

Lecturing by scribblers growing 
to a point where writing is only a 
by-product, or a means of getting 
the author on the lecture platform 
to make some real money. Lecture 
bureaus formerly pencilling in an 
occasional scribbler for a route now 
handle mostly writers, some to the 
exclusion of all other types of lec- 


turers 

Formerly the sole lecturing scrib- | 
blers here were the foreigners who 
came over to tell what's wrong 
with America. Reasoned that, by | 
the same token, natives could tell 
what's right with America. Now 


all the scribblers are trooping to 
the lecture platform. 

In New York the lecture thing has 
expanded to a point where it is 
proving serious opposition to such 
other so-called cultural attractions 
such as the theatre, art exhibitions, 
concerts, ete., etc. Easily a dozen 
nighily literary talks in town; some 
nights it may go to even twice that 
number. 

Seribbling lecturers rely almost 
solely on femme support. The mid- 
dle-aged femme who gushes over a 
popular author forms the bulk of 
the lecture audiences; in the small- 
er town it is the women only. And 
because of the largely femme audi- 
ence, the male scribbling lecturer 
does much better than the female. 

Halliburton, a showman, too. A 
typical trick of his is that employed 
in the small towns where, after the 
conclusion of a lecture, he sends a 
bouquet of 11 roses to the femme 
chairman of the lecture committee. 
A note explains the 11 roses on the 
ground that the 12th rose is the 
femme herself. That's invariably 
good for a repeat lecture date by 
Halliburton. 

Hero worship of the male scrib- 
bling lecturers by the small-town 
femmes akin to that of the former 
matinee idols, developed by Halli- 
burton and others like him. If a 
Scribbler be good-looking and not 
afraid to face an audience, his fu- 
ture is assured even after a single 
book. 





Old ‘World’ Men 


Although the New York ‘World,’ 
for years the leading Democratic 
organ of the country is no longer 
in existence, the influence of that 
paper continues in the affairs of 
the Democratic party. With the 
political change former ‘World’ men 
will be found in key positions at 
Washington and Albany. Charles 
Michelson, quondam chief of the 
‘World's’ Washington Bureau, is to 
hold over as publicity director of 
the Democratic National Commit- 
tee. Michelson was selected for 
this post by John J. Raskob follow- 
ing the Democratic debacle of 1928. 

In Albany, Joseph A. Canavan, 
who left his position as night city 
editor of the ‘World’ to become sec- 
retary to Lieut.-Gov, Lehman, is ex- 
pected to continue in the same ca- 
pacity when Lehman becomes gov- 
ernor on January 1, 

One-time ‘World’ men occupy im- 
portant positions in a number of 
other state departments at Albany. 
They have been influential during 
the Roosevelt administration, and 
will continue to be so under Leh- 
man’s reign, it is expected. 

Observers believe that Charles S. 
Hand, long the ‘World's’ star Al- 
bany correspandent, will be given 
an important post in the new fed- 
eral administration. Following his 
resignation from the $22,000-a-year 
job as Sanitary Commissioner of 
New York City, Hand took the as- 
signment of directing the publicity 
for Al Smith's pre-convention 
nomination fight. Shortly after 
Roosevelt and Garner were chosen 
to head the ticket, Hand was named 
campaign manager for Garner. 





Preceded Vallee 

John B. Chapple, 32-year-old edi- 
tor of the Ashland ‘Press,’ who sur- 
prised the political world by de- 
feating Senator John J. Blaine, La 
Follette Republican, for the sena- 
torial nomination in Wisconsin, 
only to go down to defeat in the 
Democratic landslide for Roosevelt, 
helped to finance his course at Yale 
University by organizing a musical 
unit called Jack Chapple’s Boola 
Dance orchestra. Playing around 
New Haven in the days before Rudy 


“Vallee matriculated at Yale, the 


‘combo was very popular. It was 

through his dance-music work that 
Chapple met the New Haven girl 
who later became his wife. 





Winchell Squawking 
Walier Winchell burned over ‘Va- 
riety’s’ story that he incorporated 
himself to beat the income tax. 
Claims that personalities who add 
“Inc.’ after their names might do it 
te make themselves personally im- 


mune against judgments, etc., but 
that he had no ideas re the income 
tax angle. Others though have who 
did the same thing and set the Inc. 
example to Winchell. 

Paul Yawitz, in connection 





do any 


j}confrere on the ‘Mirror.’ Winchell | 
jin turn claims he gets one of those 
lletters a week, and ‘knows’ they 
come from a certain editor who has 


no love for him. 
' ~ 
French Dreiser 

‘Candide, a French weekly liter- 
ary sheet, is getting a tremendous 
increase in its circulation due to a 
picture quarrel which arose when 
Henri Bernstein, playwright, de- 
clared himself dissatisfied at the 
way Natan had filmed his tragedy. 
Bernstein attempted to obtain a 
court order restraining Natan from 
releasing the picture, claiming it 
was damageable to his reputation as 
an author. Natan won the case and 
released the film; with the same 
trouble also arising for the German 
version. Bernstein, who received 
from Natan a substantial cash pay- 
ment for his rights, nevertheless 
contends that as an author he has 
a right of okay on the film produc- 
tion, and the recent conference held 
in Rome by authors had mostly this 
point in view. Bernstein, who has 
American blood, would not accept 
the court licking, and is ventilating 
his grievances in a series of articles 
which he is publishing in ‘Candide,’ 
which may not be 100% fair, but 
are so well written and amusing that 
a lot of people who are interested 
in anything but literature neverthe- 
less enjoy reading them. 


Shuler’s Daily Column 


Rev. Robert P. (Bob) Shuler, re- 
cently defeated prohibition party 
candidate for the United States 
Senate from California, is now a 
daily contributor to the rejuvenated 
Los Angeles ‘Record,’ having a page 
one by-line uncensored article which 
he uses to expound the doctrines 
that have made him an outstanding 
character in Southern California. 
._.ecord’ carries a box in conjunction 
with the Shuler articles disclaiming 
any responsibility and emphasizing 
that his opinions are not neces- 
sarily those of the publication. ‘Rec- 
ord’ switched to Shuler day pre- 
ceding election after previous editor 
had attacked his views for several 
years. 





Jim Marshall, ed. director of the 
Los Angles ‘Record,’ writes that 
‘Variety’ was partly right in its re- 
cent story of the editorial shake-up. 
There is such a paper as the ‘Rec- 
ord.’ Otherwise he enters a general 
disclaimer. Says the editor was not 
tossed out. He resigned. And any- 
way he wasn’t the editor, but the 
publisher. And he says announce- 
ment of the resignation was made 
in advance. Further the paper is 
not owned by D. W. Scripps and 
his sister, because there isn’t any 
D. W. Scripps, and no Scripps of 
any initial tossed out Briggs. No 
Scripps in L. A. that date, 

But the chief blister-raiser is the 
statement that the ‘Record’s’ cir- 
culation is 51,000. It’s 67,000, he 
says, and greater now than before 
the editorial somersault. About 1,- 
000 readers quit, he admits, but 
more took their places, according to 
Marshall. Outside of these few ex- 
ceptions and the fact that the new 
ed. Neal Jones, wasn’t editor of the 
Seattle ‘Star,’ Marshall has no kick. 
There is a ‘Record.’ 





Rely on Names 


The Delacorte people are bring- 
ing out a ‘New Yorker’ type of 
weekly Jan. 4, primed to buck thé 
Fleischmann-Harold Ross publica- 
tion, but with a shade of sophisti- 
cation a bit down, to increase its 
scope and appeal for the Bronxites 
and Brooklynites, as well as the 
ultra sophisticates. Norman An- 
thony, who edits ‘Ballyhoo’ for 
George T. Delacorte, Jr., will super- 
vise the new periodical. Its name 
is as yet unselected. 

A flock of name contributors are 
being lined up. Dela Pub. Co. rely on 
the literary names to put it ower 
quick. 





H. F. Gunnison Dies 


Herbert Foster Gunnison, 74, for- 
mer head of the Brooklyn ‘Eagle,’ 
and identified with Brooklyn jour- 
nalism for 52 vears, died at his home 
in that boro Nov. 25, after an illness 
of about a month. Most of his 
active years were spent on the 
‘Eagle,’ which he joined in 1882. He 
was paid the then large salary of 
$16 a week because he owned a 
horse and could cover his assign- 
ments from the saddle. He re- 
mained with the sheet until it was 
sold to the Gannett string in 1929. 





with | 
the anonymous letters item, wanted | 
to make sure that none thought he'd | 
such thing to Winchell, his | 
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Best Sellers for the week ending 


Fiction 
‘lowering Wilderness’ ($2.50) ....eeeeeseeeeres By John Galsworthy 
‘Narrow Corner’ ($2.50) ead By W. Somerset Maugham 
| ‘Invitation to the Waltz’ ($2.00) ....eeeeeees: By Rcesamond Lehman 
‘Forgive Us Our Trespasses’ ($2.50) ..+-eeeeee- By Lloyd C. Douglas 


3eing’ ($2.50) 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ ($2.50) 





Best Sellers 





American News Co., Inc. 


ererry TT Tk By .C. ‘ZH. 


By James N. Hall and Charles Nordhoft 
Non-Fiction 


‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50) ceceeeeeeees By James Truslow Adams 
‘Titans of Literature’ ($3.75) ....-ceeeeereeeers By Burton Rascoe 
‘Flying Carpet’ ($3.75) ....--+-++: cvheeeeee By Richard Halliburton 
‘Death in the Afternoon’ ($3.50) ccsseeseeeees By Ernest Hemingway 
‘Van Loon's Geography’ ($3.75) ...... By Hendrick Willon Van Loon 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) o.-.esseeeeeeees By James Truslow Adams 


November 26, as reported by the 


Morley 








Cheap Paradise 

One corner of the globe where 
there’s a boom on is Majorca (pro- 
nounced Mallorca), the small island 
off the coast of Spain, which, ag the | 
new artists’ colony, has upped 25% 
in everything, although David A. 
Munro, editor of ‘The Daily Palma 
Post,’ the English sheet published in 
the capital of Majorca, argues that 
a haircut is still 8%c, a shine with 
tip 2%c, the average meal 25c, and 
good average hotel accommodations 
are $1 a day. 
That’s what makes it especially 
appealing to writers and others, al- 
though Publisher Leo S. Friede of 
Covici Friede argued that the place 
was too hot to work in and that 
only four out of 100 writers come 
there to write. 
John Wilstach with his wife sails 
Dec. 1 on the S.S. Ascania for Paris, 
and thence to Majorca, to find out 
all about it for himself. 


Quickie Gravy 

One quickie book publisher, anal- 
agous to the quickie film producers, 
is the talk of the trade. In a two 
room office, one room of which is 
his shipping dept. he’s probably 
one of the few consistent money 
makers in the business. 

He specializes in the very popular 
type of stuff, and figures on 1,500 to 
2,000 copies being sold to libraries 
for circulation purposes. He pays 
no advance on the manuscripts and 
also has had a modicum of success 
in turning this very light stuff over 
for film rights at moderate sales, 
around $4,000 to $7,000 a _ story. 
That’s the author’s only real gravy, 
and also a good break for the pub- 
lisher. 





Palace’s Two Col. Play 


Story of the passing of the Pal- 
ace, N. Y., as a vaude house was 
carried as a two column front page 
yarn in the conservative L. A. 
‘Times.’ Paper usually relegates the- 
atrical stories to the inside pages, 
but despite the unfamiliarity of the 
Los Angeles public in general with 
matters theatrical, it evidently fig- 
ured the Palace’s passing as the 
country’s ace vaude house, was 
front page stuff, Hearst papers of 
the same date made no mention of 
the Palace even in their New York 
letters. 





Chrysler Goes General 


Cheshire House, the book firm 
operated by Walter P. Chrysler, 
Jr., son of the automobile man, 
which has been devoted to limited 
editions only, is expanding to take 
in general publishing. 

First of tne generar books to be 
issued by Cheshire House will be 
‘The Anonymous Footsteps,’ by 
John M. O’Connor. It’s a mystery 
tale. Author understood to be a 
personal friend of young Chrysler’s, 
and his book was one of the rea- 
sons for the expansion of the Ches- 
hire House activities. 





Another! 

Steve Clow, with Evelyn Nesbitt 
as associate editor, is bringing out a 
tab style monthly called the ‘Tattler.’ 
Trying for a national circulation 
with a first edition of 100,000 copies. 
Hopes to go weekly by Feb. 

Clow has been in and out of the 
scandal sheet trade ever since when. 
He claims to have been the first of 
the modern style columnists, dating 
back to 1917, but he seems to have 
overlooked Frank Butler, who had a 
similar style sheet more than 30 
years ago. Later Butler went to the 
‘Morning Telly.’ 





After Hard Thinking 

Getting a title for their new 
humor mag at last, William H. 
Heisten and Alfred W. Thorn have 
rushed it on the stands. Title se- 
lected for the publication—lack of 
a name having held it up for some 
time—is ‘World Humor Flashes.’ 








Using reprints only of humor both 


illustrated and editorial from all 
over the world. Mag classifies the 
humor by countries. Heisten serv- 
ing as business manager, and W. W. 
Scott editing. 





Dell Competish 


The Dell nickel puips getting 
competition already. From Chi- 
cago comes a new nickel pulp chain, 
subtitled ‘The Nickel Series.’ They 
are ‘Nickel Western Magazine’ and 
‘Nickel Detective Magazine, under- 
stood to be gotten out by Samuel 
Bierman, who used to publish ‘Popu- 
lar Fiction Magazine.’ Closely pat- 
terned after the Dell mags of the 
same price, as to size and make-up. 





Mary Mullett Dead 


Mary B. Mullett, former editor of 
the ‘American Magazine,’ died at 
the home of her sister in Clinton, 
Ia., Nov. 22. Joining the staff of a 
Chicago paper while still in her 
teens, the writer soon worked over 
to the magazine end. She was man- 
aging editor of the ‘American’ for 
seven years, and a frequent contrib- 
utor to that and other magazines. 





Another Liberal 


New cultural mag being readied 
for publication by a group of seri- 
ous thinkers. It’s to be know as 
‘The American Liberal,’ but the 
sponsors prefer to keep under cover 
just yet. 

Mag is the latest of a group of 
publications’ reflecting so-called 
liberal thought on current matters. 
Most of them have sprung up within 
the past year or so, with many dy- 
ing soon after. 





Names of Real Authors 


Roger Scarlett, author of ‘Murder 
Among the Angels,’ is the writing 
team of Evelyn Page and Dorothy 
Blair. Dormer Creston, who wrote 
‘The Regent and His Daughter,’ is 
Dorothy J. Baynes. 





Croy East for Rewrite 


Homer Croy leaves Hollywood 
next week for New York to rewrite 
the last two chapters of his book, 
‘Missouri Boy,’ which Harper will 
publish in March. Author will dis- 
pose of his New York home while 
there and take up his residence in 
Hollywood. This is his first trip 
to New York in three years. 





Chatter 


John Held, Jr. talking about the 
flapper and the saloon. 

G. B. Stern here. 

Katharine Anthony’s ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ is her first book in four 
years. 

Isabella Fey questions the ‘great- 
ness’ of the short story. 

Emmett Gowen an authority on 
hill-billies. 

Abraham Wolfson, the latest to 
do a book on Spinoza, is an ex- 
dentist. 

Burton Rascoe 
novelists, 

Gorham Munson introducing lit- 
erary celebs around town. 

Avery Pinson gets back next 
week, 

One of the bookshops in town has 
a musical score composed ky D. 
H. Lawrence, 

Guy de Pourtales coming over in 
the spring. 

Kyle Crichton will do the ‘Life’ 
book reviews. 


listing 100 best 





Memphis Stock at Goal 


Birmingham, Nov. 28. 

The drive launched several weeks 
ago at Nashville to obtain subscrip- 
tions to float the Civic Repertoire 
Company to put on stock is still be- 
ing carried on. So far the drive is 
short. 

Over at Memphis a similar drive 
to obtain $4,000 for a stock company 
has been over-subscribed by $1,200. 


FORGOSZEL 


(Continued from page 48) 


directed, a long line of men and 
women are called before the Su- 
preme Judge, a symbolical repre- 
sentation of conscience. They are 
charged with having committed 
wilful murder. One and all, they 
are suicide, and Conscience calls 
;} them to account for having taken 
a human life: their own. From 


their defense, the same word rings 
out with increasing appalling vol- 
ume: The War! They are all war 
victims, just like those who were 
killed in action. 

The play proceeds to display the 
fate of the last in the line, Miklos 
Meran, a man of 33. The firSt act 
is a meeting of boys who graduated 
from high school in 1916 and their 
professors. Of the 70, only 15 are 
left. Tragic fate has befallen most 
of the remaining ones. Of high 
hopes, nothing is left; education, 
study, mean nothing in most cases, 
Instead of earning livings as pro- 
fessional men, they have become 
newsboys, policemen, ushers, etc 
Miklos has not even that chance, 
After years at the front, he finds 
no job and lives on the earnings of 
his sister who is a seamstress. He 
has no decent clothes in which to 
come to the meeting, so he is pres- 
ent disguised as a waiter, and only 
when the remarks from obsolete old 
professors puts him in a rage with 
fate, does he pour out all the de- 
spair which is latent in his genera- 
tion. 

In the following scenes the hero 
sinks to lower and lower depths of 
despair. He gets a job as valet to 
a nouveau riche, who has been his 
own officer’s servant in the war. 
The man treats him like dirt and 
Miklos, brought up to be gentleman, 
can’t bear it. After failing to shoot 
himself, he commits suicide by 
hanging himself in the churchyard. 
The Supreme Judge acquits him of 
the crime—it is a crime of the 
times, the War, the whirlwind 
which carries us all—whither? 

It is one of the most depressing 
plays ever written. The perform- 
ance might have been bettered, but 
all other theatres fought shy of the 
dismal subject. Better things will 
yet come from Elemer Boross, but 
he can’t ever be more convincing 
than in the first scene of ‘Whirl- 
wind.’ 


JEANNE 


Paris, Nov. 18. 


A comedy in three acts and four tabe 
leaux, by Henri Duvernois. Presented by 
Benoit Leon Deutsch at the Nouveautes, 
Paris, Nov. 11. Cast includes Germaine 
Auger, Ch. Barbier Krauss, Laurence 
Bianchini, Regina Camier, Christiane 
Ribes, Jeanne Pierreville, Marcelle Adam, 
Genevieve Lates, Lily Remy, Yvonne Lye 
antis, Robert Vattier, Jacques Gretillat, 
Gildes, Mone and Vera Phares, 





A birth control story, showing 
sorrows arising therefrom, but not 
especially, since the girl who agreed 
to suit her lover, to avoid the con- 
sequences of their indiscretion only 
dies many years later, after they 
have married and have led a suce 
ceessful and happy life. 

First two tableaux open in 1885, 
next is in ’95 and the last nowadays. 
Dialog is witty in parts but does 
not speed the action. Best act is 
the last when the very old couple 
discuss their regret at having no 
child. Act opens on the most amus- 
ing scene of the play when two 
very modern children come to make 
a touch. 

Staging, by Jacques Copeau, is 
sufficient, and production nice. Act- 
ing fair all round, with Jacques 
Gretillat excellent at the end as the 
old husband. The Phares children 
appear for a bit, with little Vera in 
the part of a 10-year-old girl the 
acting sensation of the evening. 
Worth screen test. No foreign 
prospects here. Mari. 


COMME TU ME VEUX 


(‘As You Desire Me’) 
Paris, Nov. 18. 

A French adaptation by Benjamin Cree 
mieux from the Luigi Pirandello three-act 
comedy. Produced by Gaston Baty at the 
Montparnasse, Nov. 14. 

Cast:—Roger Karl, Yonnie Dubois, Mare 
guerite Jamois, Georges Vitray Gil Colas, 
George Douking, Didier Rozaffi, Rene Mone 
tignac, Jeanne Perez, Martial Rebe, Lucien 
Nat, Marguerite Coutan-Lambert Suzanné 
Demars, Pierre Abraham, Raymone, Lily 
Lourioty, Leon Duvelleroy. 





Pirandello’s play is drawing big 
at the Montparnasse, especially from 
the arty crowd. Production is very 
good, with nice sets by Pierre Son- 
rel. Play itself is too well known 
to report on—only point of local in- 
terest is the acting, which is beau- 
tifully done by a first-rate cast. 

Play is preceded here by a cur- 
tain raiser by Denys Amiel, nicely 
staged by Gaston Baty, and titled 
‘Cafe-Tabac,’ meaning a tobacco 
and coffee stall. 

It takes the super-arty to under- 
stand and appreciate it. Mazi. 


Play About Synge 


Easton, Pa., Nov. 28. 
Casting for ‘The Edge of the 
World,’ a new play written by Prof 
Albert Gilmer, head of dramatic de- 
partment of Lafayette College, which 
is to be produced by the Lafayette 

players in February, has started. 
Locale is on the west coast of Ire- 
land and the principal] character is 
based upon the life of John M. 








Synge, Irish dramatist. 
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MUSIC MEN OUT-SMARTED 





ERPI $825,000 Melon for Music 
Pubs Tied Up Through Sam Fox 
Retaining Atty. Nathan Burkan 





With $825,000 from ERPI in its 
possession, the music publishers 
who, as is well known in the trade, 
eould use that money, find them- 
gelves tied up in the allocation of 
this sum to the members of the 
MPPA, because of Sam Fox’s claim 
for some $300,000 allegedly due the 
Sam Fox Music Co. 

The MPPA, anxious to split this 
money, was willing to set aside one- 
sixth of the total until the Fox 
claim was adjudicated, and divide 
up the rest. But Fox meantime, did 
a smart thing, as the other publish- 
ers now grudgingly concede, by re- 
taining Nathan Burkan to repre- 
sent him. This places a new light 
on the situation in that Burkan, 
while the attorney for the American 
Society of Composers, is not limited 
in proceeding against the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association, 
although given a decided advantage 
by his trade knowledge of the affili- 
aied affairs of the ASCAP. 


Wants Third 


Fox wants about a third of the 
ERPI money, claiming a larger num- 
ber of points through being bull- 
ishly represented by his thematics, 
especially in connection with Fox 
Movietone News. Sam Fox (music 
pub) and Fox Films have a business 
arrangement. 

The MPPA allocation committee 
comprising Walter S. Fischer, chair- 
man; Gustave Schirmer, Fox; Rob- 
ert Crawford and Saul H. Born- 
stein, were designated by John G. 
Paine, agent and trustee of the mu- 
sic publishers ,to split up the money, 
but after a series of meetings Fox 
stayed away from the final one when 
the committee submitted a report 
overruling Fox’s demands. Fox’s re- 
tention of Burkan as counsel fol- 
lowed. 

Meantime the $825,000 which, in 
itself, is a sharp curtailment of the 
original $2,000,000 claimed on boot- 
leg seat taxes from cinema theatres, 
is being dissipated, in that some 
$60,000 has already been expended 
by Paine in counsel and other fees. 
On top of that there is a 10% kick- 
back to Paine, as the MPPA agent, 
for the benefit of the MPPA, so that 
the $825,000 already has dwindled 
down to around $683,000. 

According to Fox's claim, there 
should be almost $300,000 due him 
of the 825 grand. Belwin, Inc., an- 
other specialist in cinematic thema- 
tic music, claimed about $100,000 
and Southern Music Co., which is 
an RCA Victor Phonograph Co. af- 
filiate, is said to claim $60,000. The 
other major publishers thus would 
average $20,000 each, and the AA 
writers, who also will ultimately 
share in this ERPI money, counted 
on $2,500 for their end of it. 

With the allocation committee 
overriding Fox's large claims, this 
would give the other pubs a larger 
cut, but meantime everything is at 
a standstill through Fox’s intended 
litigation. 


MPPA Seeks Settlement 
Of Claims Against RCA 


Requests have been sent out to 
members of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association for author- 
izations to settle the organization's 
claim against RCA Photophone for 
$175,000 and to enter into a new 
contract with the electric outfit. 
Settlement authority refers to a 
‘bootleg’ seat tax suit that’s been in 
the courts for some time and covers 
money rights due the M. P. P. A. 
from Sept. 5, 1928, to the same date 
of the present year. 

Letter received by che publishers 
asks for permission to cancel the 








UNLOADING TIME IN GA., 
MDS DEADLINE DEC. 1 


First Music Dealers Service, Inc., 
return privilege deadline becomes 
effective Thursday (1) and the rush 
is on among jobbers and dealers to 


unload their unsold copies. Some 


of these songs are just reaching 
their click heights, but the sheet 
purveyors aren’t taking any chances 
of having more than just a bare 
supply on their hands. 

Guarantee in effect at the MDS 
limits the return privilege to 90 
days from date of publication. In 
the days before MDS, regardless of 
a similar rule in effect among pub- 
lishers, the jobbers and dealers held 
on to an ample supply of songs 
that looked like hit possibilities, 
feeling that if it turned out other- 
wise the publishers would extend 
them further courtesy and relieve 
them of the unsold copies. 

Prevailing practice among the 
jobbers and dealers now is to re- 
tain as few copies as necessary and 
unload the balance within the stip- 
ulated deadline. If the number of 
sheets remaining are sold, they now 
figure, they can reorder on their 
next general requirements from the 
MDS. 


R-M Liquidating March 1, 





Richmond-Mayer Music Corp. 
will go through the formalities of 
liquidation on March 1, so that Max 
Mayer and Maurice Richmond, now 
general manager of the Music 
Dealers Service, can split the as- 
sets between them and terminate 
the partnership. Firm will likely 
wind up with a revised partnership 
taking in Walter Kane, the R-M 
g. m-, and assume the title of the 
Mayer-Kane Music Corp. 

When Richmond withdrew last 
August from participation in the 
activities of the jobbing house he 
allowed his partner three months 
in which to either find another 
partner or liquidate the assets. 
This period was later extended to 
March 1. Mayer has elected the 
latter process, with Kane slated to 
buy in if the liquidating price 
agreed between Mayer and Rich- 
mond permits. 

Early this fall Mayer bought out 


Richmond's half interest in the 
Paull Pioneer Publishing Co. for 
$30,000. 





Sears-Roebuck Inherits 
Hick Disc Market 


Chicago, Nov, 28. 
Sears-Roebuck’s mail order sales 
of phonograph records has been 
tripled in the last two years. This 
is due to the fact that rural and 
small town people increasingly can- 
not purchase the cheap records that 
were once merchandized through 
general stores in the sticks. 
Failure, retirement or relaxed ef- 
ficiency of the three for a $1 disc 
manufacturers has made a gift of 
the phonograph trade of the back- 


. 


Walter Kane Buying In 


BROADCASTERS 
OUTWIT ASCAP 


Radio-Music Pact Applies 
Only to Income Taken in 
Directly by Individual 
Stations — Hence Chains 
Not Obligated for Gross 
Incomes at Source—Joker 
Which the American So- 
ciety Overlooked 








ONLY 50% INCREASE 





Joker in the music-radio pact is 
out. 

It’s the long suspected gimmick 
which made the music men dubious 


would collect under their 3°%-of- 
the-gross-commercial-revenue dea! 
from the radio stations. 


It looked as if it would run into 
millions—on paper. But, by virtue 
of the paper on which the covenant 
was written, the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
\lishers is outsmarted by the chain 
faction in the National Association 
of Broadcasters, for considerable. It 
may run into millions. 


The ASCAP hoped that its last 
radio gross of $960,000. per annum 
would be trebled at least for 32-33, 
when the 3% tariff applied. (For 
33-4, the percentage tilts to 4% 
and for 34-5, it’s 5% straight, on 
the gross commercial income.) 

But, as the NAB has phrased it, 
this commercial radio income is not 
taxed at the source. The ASCAP 
instead has okayed the contract 
which provides that the tariff be 
exacted from each individual sta- 
tion. That’s the national chains’ 
out. 





How It Works 


NBC.’s basic blue network 
(WJZ), for instance, sells its 14- 
station hookup to an advertiser for 
a total of $2,556, for a half hour. 
Instead of the ASCAP benefiting at 
the rate of 3% of this $2,556, all 
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Songsmiths Face 50% Drop From 
~ ASCAP Dividends; Misguided Bond 
Investment, Internal Dissension 


| as to how much more money they | 


| 
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WASHINGTON UNION’S 


Washington, Novy. 28. 


Dissatisfaction among minor 


dance men is bubbling above sur- 


face here following extensive in- 
vestigation by the local musicians’ 


union of under-scale jobbers, 





Two summer bands got the ham- 
mer recently with fines which to 
date are keeping them out of the 
running. Total of 15 men who 
worked at Chevy Chase Lake and 
| Villa Roma were hit. Nearly all 
were employed ii other bands at 
| time lid blew off. 
| Fight is on to drop scale but to 
hold theatres and other employers 
to same appropriation, thus em- 
ploying more men. Present theatre 
is $82 and dance men get $7 


scaie 


UNDER-SCALE PROBE 


throw 


Besides its controversy with the 
broadcasters, the American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers has inside financial ructions to 
worry about. Heavy drains made 
upon its reserves in recent weeks 
both by the publishers and writers 
has brought the Society to the point 
where it must either shut down or 
its security investments on 
the market at a huge loss to all con- 
cerned. 

At the rate the royalties have 
been coming in the past month, the 
dividend outlook for the current 
quarter, the membership has ascer- 
tained, shapes up as disappointing 
all around. Writers particularly 
have reconciled themselves to the 
expectation of around 50% less than 
they received for the first two quar- 
ters, and are urging that the So- 
ciety make up a substantial amount 
of this difference from the reserve 
funds. 

Rejoinder to this suggestion is 
that the surplus has been drained 
and that the only thing left would 





| these 


per hour. 

Les Colvin, working Regal Chin- 
ese restaurant, quit the union a 
week ago. Local gave WMAL, air- 
ing the place four times a week, 
| two weeks’ notice to cancel the pro- | 
igram. Probably will go to WOL,} 
only local station using non-union 
|} men. 


Herb Gordon, who went into Ma- 
drillion with out-of-town men last 
month, pulling place out of red for 
first time this season, is having 
| trouble, too. Eatery has been given 
notice to call quits on Gordon Dec. 
5. 

Meeting is planned tomorrow 
(Tuesday) of local union contrac- 
tors to consider situation. Nothing 
is expected to come of it regarding 
! lowering of scale, however, there 
still being more ins than outs. 








networks on the initial lap of this 
new contract will gross around $40,- 
000,000, and all the rest of broad- 
casting another 35,000,000. For 





the ASCAP collects is 3% of $350. 
Reason for this is because each of 
the 14 stations, in that particular | 
hookup, is only credited with $25 
from the NBC-Blue Network. | 
That’s 14 stations, at $25 each, or 
only $350 subject to the Society's 
commercial tax. 

The new contract’ specifically 
states that the tax applies solely to 
income taken in directly by sta- 
tions. That eliminates chain income 
entirely from ASCAP consideration. 

As is elsewhere detailed in the 
Music Dept. of this issue, the So- 
ciety is further economically in- 
volved. Its writers, who already 
suffered a 30% drop in their last 
royalty dividend check, concede that 
the final quarter of 1932 will see 
another 50% drop. This is due to 
poor collections and the fact that 
the bulk of the revenue, under the | 
new ASCAP-NAB deal, will not | 
come in until after the first of the | 
year. 

On top of that, the Society's 
executive powers made inexpert in- 
vestments which, under present 
market conditions, would fetch an 
inevitably great loss if these as- 
sets were liquidated. 

Dipping Into Reserves 

The writers and publishers who 
had been dipping into reseryes are | 
now faced with stringent times |} 
through this reserve being denied 
them, further complicated by the 











woods to Sears-Roebuck and other 
mail order houses. Sears-Roebuck 
devotes several pages in its cata- 
log to discs. 

These dises carry S-R’s own label | 
and are cut to order for them. } 


| 
| 


Ben Selvin Back 





old agreement as of Sept. 5, 1932, 
and to grant Photophone a new mu- 
sic license extending from the latter | 
date to the end of the current year 
Under the revised deal the electric 
Will pay at the rate of $75 per com 


Poesition used. 


After five years’ retirement from 
|ecafe work, Ben Selvin returns into 
the nite spots with a 12-man dance 
combo opening Dee. 3 at Tony 
Sare’s Bohemia, New York. 

Selvin continues as recording 
manager of Columbia records. ' 


|} substantial advance, 
| anticipated lessened royalty checks 


more or less frozen assets, via the | 
bonds. Writers are agitating for a 
on top of their 


with the hope that the income from 
radio for the first quarter of 1933 
will balance the advance ‘touches.’ 


Only $1,500,000, Mebbe 


It is doubtful whether music will 
garner as much as $1,506,000 from 
radio on the first year of the pre 
ent three-year agreement, Depend- 
ing entirely upon a sustaining fee 
ASCAP the past year collected $96! 


000 from broadcasting 


It is generally €stimated that the; 


| Only applies to the station’s net in- 


total of $960,000, or its entire income 
;} from radio. Reductions allowed nu- 
merous stations on the sust: ning 


music tax purposes, the $40,000,000 


lis immediately cut down to $6,000,- 


000 by the fact that the local sta- 
tions collect only 15% of the fee 
taken in for their use by the chains, 
as explained above. 

By adding the $6,000,000 that the 
stations will actually collect from 
the chains, to the $35,000,000 the 
stations will garner locally, a work- 
ing gross of $41,000,000 is arrived 
at. 

Estimates of Figures 

Another $3,000,000, and a very | 
conservative estimate at that, may 
be taken away for political and 
other bankrolled programs exempt 
from the music tax, which brings: 
the original gross down to $38,000,- 
000. 

Since the ASCAP commercial tax 


come from the sale of time, an- 
other 30% may be deducted for com- 
missions to the advertising agency 
and the _ station representative. 
These two intermediaries each col- 
lect 15%. That leaves $26,000,000. 
Another 2% for cash discounts is 
also in line for deduction here, 
which shaves the total down to $25,- 
$40,000, or the sum to which ASCAP 
may apply its commercial radio tax. 


Collection of the 3% comme rcial 
fee from this sum would bring the 
American Society $775,000, in round 


figures. From a strictly 


sustaining 


fee the Society last year collected a 


fe ind ‘ 
lee under the new ontract amounts 


be to dispose of the bonds bought 
with money from the reserves. But 
it would be unwise to try to sell 
securities at this time, the 


| writers have been further informed, 


| because 


of the loss the Society 
would have to take on them. 

Writer-members are now asking 
by what authority the powers in the 
Society took it upon themselves to 
invest this reserve money in non- 
Government seurities. 


Acute Finances 


Large number of the _ writers 
who are clamoring for advances 
claim they are seriously up against 
it. Many of them depend upon 
their divvies from the Society as 
the major source of their livelihood, 
They say they felt the pinch se- 
verely when the check for the third 
quarter was 30% less than the 
amount granted them the previous 
three months, and that the logical 








to around $300,060, Adding the 
2 2s : 
£660,000 left. after these concessions 
to the $775.000 esti; ited from com- } 
mercial tax sources, the whole g | 
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thing for the Society to do is to 
stave off a further drop for the 
final quarter by padding it with re- 
serve funds. Since an appreciable 
pickup from radio sources is antic- 
ipated with the first of the year, 
they contend, things will even 
themselves out with the first part 
of 1932. 

Fees from theatres and dance- 
halls haven't been anything near 
what they had been expected. Both 
picture houses and terpsy spots 
have been slow in reopening this 
fall, and the money from radio 
under the new agreement, won't 
start pouring in in _ substantial 
measure until around the middle of 
December. Agreement with the 
broadcasters allows them a grace of 
45 days after billing date for the 
payment of their commercial pro- 
gram music taxes. Actual billing 
date may not fall until 30 days 
after the broadcast, so that the So- 
ciety practically waits 75 days for 
its money, 

Fact that the commercial broad- 
cast season was slow in getting 
started has added to the headache 
from this source, 


RADIO AS ‘EXTRA’ JOB 
TAXED 5% IN CHI 





Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
s now taxing ‘extra jobs’. A dance 
rchestra paving the regular 2% as- 
essment that has been in force for 
the pa three yeal must hence- 
forth pay an additional- union tax 
sources of revenue 

radio commercials, ete. 
ided tax amounts to 5% 
nd is supposed to fall on those 
‘ ers « he union who can best 
yaad because having more 
or pay check they belong 
c p petous class.’ 
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Bands and Orchestras 


Week of Nov. 28 





without charge. 





Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras will be published 


No charge is made for listing in this department. 


For reference guidance, initials represent: 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, 


As far as possible, street addresses in large cities are also included. 


H—hotel, T—theatre, 
B—baliroom, R—restaurant. 








A 


Morrison H,, Chicago. 
CBS, 485 Madison Avé6.. 


Chas., 
Jules, 


Agnew, 
Albert, 
¥., & 
Allen, Wally, 1914 Bivd. East, W. New 
York, N. J. 
Alsdorf. U J.. 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Andrus, “ud, Liberatoris R., Elmira, 
es 


Appel. Oscar, The Cathey, Baltimore. 
Arand. Henry. 643 Broad St.. Newark. 


Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St., Phila. 

Aristocrats + m. Hughes), 404 Blandina 
Bt., Utica, N. 

Arkell, 


Lee, KVL Tacoma. Wash. 
Armbruster, J. L., B.A. C., Buffalo, 
Arnheim, Gus,. MCA, Chi. 

Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 


ampa. 
? i. Bevis Sar sete “alae 
City, Cal. 
B 
Bachman. Lew. 2ii N. Central, Chi. 


Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 
Bailey, Eari, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va 

~— w, Smith, Post Lodge, Mamaroneck, 
N. 
pert. 
Barnard, B., 850 W. 
Mich. 
Barringe:, Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, o., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 Sth Ave., N. Y. 
Barris, Harry, Orch., Park Central, N. Y. 
Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 


1. 
Jos., 65 No. 14th St., 


State T., Detrott. 
67 Ormond St., Rochester, 


Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 
Morrell St., Jackson, 


L. 
Basile, Newark, 


Bastian. Walt., 
Bauer, F. J., 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose M sae Reading, Pa. 

Baxter. Phil, WDAP, C. 

Bay State Aces (Al. Reijea), 8 Mohawk 
Bt., Cohoes, N. Y. 

Began, Walter, NBC, 8. F. 

Beckiey, T., 102. E. 8th St.,. Wilmington, 

el. 


Belasco, Leon, El Garrau, N. Y¥. 
Bell; Jimmie, Gréen Mill B. R., Chicago. 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 


Bennett, Dave, Station WJJD, Palmer 
House, Chicago. 

Bentley, Billy, KXO, El Centro, Calif. 
Bercowitz, Abe, KGW, Portland, Ore. 


Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
J. 


Ber ger, 
« Berger, 
burgh. 


Jack, Astor H., N. ¥. C. 
Ww. J., 6449 ‘Penn Ave., 


Bergin, Fred, idora Park, Youngstown, oO. 
Berlin, Paul, 4258 Archer Ave., > 
Bernie, Ben. 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Berrens. Freddie, CBS, N.Y.C. 

Bestor. Don, Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 
Beddick, Jimmie, KMTR, Hollywood, 
Benford, Jack & Jill Tavern, Portland, 


re. 

Bissette-Maclean, Marigola R., Rochester. 
Black, Ted, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 
Blumentha!’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 


80 BB. Haverhill &t., 


Pitts- 


go. 
Bob’s Sunnysiders, 


Lawrence, Mass, 
as i Mischa,.. Ens., Waldorf-Astoria, 
Bovee. Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 


Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., ‘Hyde Park, 
ass. 

Boyd, Tommy, 
mento, Calif. 

Boyle. Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston, 
Boyle, Marian, KHQ, Spokane, Wash. 

Brandy's Singing Bd., Palmer's Park, 
Lansing, Mich. 

Brashin, Abe. KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Danijel, Earle T., Wash!ngton. 

Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R.; Chi. 

B'way Colleglans, Walled Lake B., De- 
troit. 

Prewer, Ted, Yoeng’s R., B’ way and Sist 
a a ae A 

Brodie, Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 

Harvey, 


dale, N. Y. 
Zulu Hut, No. Holly- 
Calif. 


Brooks, 

wood, 
Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
Brownagle, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 
&. 


Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., N. Y¥. C. 


Sacramento H., Sacra- 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 S. 6th 8t., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck Vern, Sheridan T., Chi. 

Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main 8t., 


Akron, O 
Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T, Seattle. 
Buloskwies Califs., Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capito! T., N. Y¥. C. 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 
Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 
Burke's Canadians, New Constant Spring 
H., Kingston, Jamaica. 
Burtnett, Earl, Mark Hopkins H., 8. F. 
Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle, 
Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 
Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 


Cc 


Cab, 799 7th Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J. 
Cappo. Jos., Lakeside Park, aoa. oO. 
Carlin, Herb, Guyon's B. R., Chicago. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B’way. N. ¥. C. 
Carr Bros., 2187 Gutyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Carter. F., Majestic, Long a: Cal. 
Casa Loma, 799 7th ave., N. 

Casa Nova, Greenwich Shien a oO. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, 


a. 
Cassidy. D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 
Cc 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y¥. C. 
Castro. Manolo. Nacionale H.. Havana. 
Causer, Bob. Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Cavallave, John, 20 Irving St., New 


Haven. 
Cavato. Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
Cave, Don, El Cortez H., San Diego. 
Cervone, Izzy, 502 Blackstone Bidg., 
Pittsburgh. 
Charles, Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 
Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 


Calloway, 
Caperoon, 


leans. 
Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 
Christie, H. J., 18831 N. Ormaby Ave., 
Loutsville. 
Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, O. 
Clarke, Bob, 1660 Roxbury Rd. (B), Co- 
lumbus, O. 
Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Clevelanders, Fuller's Garden. Cincinnati. 
Coakley, Tom, Athens C., Oakland, Calif. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St. Reading, Pa. 
Coleman, Emil, Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
College (!ub. 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha, 
i Colleginn ~erenaders, Far East R., Cieve- 
and. 


Columbo, Russ, NBC, N. Y¥. 


Cole, King, Solomon's D. H., L. A. 

Condolori, A., Adeiphi H., Philadelphia. 

Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel- 
ing. W. 

Conrad, i. 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Cook, Arthur, WXYZ, Detroit. 

Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

Cooney, Bernard, KWG, Stockton, Calif, 

Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston. 

Coyle, L. H., 219 E. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 

Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashvilie. 
Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, N.Y. 
Crawford, “Buzz, * 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave... N. W., Washington. 

Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 
Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 
Cullen, 8. E., 814 E. 6th St., South Bos- 
ton 

Currie, Harry, Seeibach H., Louisville. 


Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 

daigua, N. Y. 
D 

Dah!, Ted, Beverly Hills H., Beverly 
Hiils, Calif. 

Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattie. 

Dantzig, E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B'klyn. 
Dantzler, T., Mirador B. R., Phoenix. 
D'Artri’s Orch., 61 14th St., Norwich, 
Conn. 

Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 


ton H., Washington, 
Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 
Davis, C., Indiana, . Indianapolis. 
Davis, Meyer, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 
one Don, 171 King St., Portland, 
re. 
Delany, Jack, KLX, Oakland, Calif. 
Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Bidg., 
Detroit. 
Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
. J., 831 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 


Denny. Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 
Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H.. “a. ¥.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicag 


Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Berice- 
field; Ill. 

Dickenson, Bob, McElroy's B. R., Seattie. 

‘Ditmars, Ivan, KO, Seattle. 


Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Conn, 
‘Domine Orch.,, 22 4th st., ‘troy, N. ¥ 
Donnelly, W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave., BE. 
Orange, N. 

Dornberger, Chas., Mt. Royal H., Mont- 


real. 
Mike, 


Doty, Celesium B. R., Tacoma, 
Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 


Wash 


Dowell, Boots, Cotton C., S5an Diego. 
Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B’way and 
49th St., N. Y. 


Dunn; Jack, El Patio B. ms ts A 
Duerr.. Daiph.. 11404 Orville Ave., Cleve. 
Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C. 


Eckel, Charlie, N. ¥. Athletic Club, Pel- 
ham, N. 

Edmunds, Glen, Bik’s C., L. A. 

Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Gotontal R., 
Boston. 

Ellington, Duke, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 
Brick, Valencia B. R., Santa Ana, Calif. 
Eppel, 57386 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 
Eslick, J., 8677 Georgia St., San Diego, 
Everett, IIume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


F 


Fay, Bernard, Fay'’s, Providence. 

Farrell, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. llth St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn. 

Farr, Aaron, Miami Beach Country C., 
Miami Beach. 
aw Joe, 1063 B. 08th St., Cleveland, 

io. 
Felton, Happy, DeWitt Clinton H, N. Y. 
Ferdinando, Felix, Le Chateau B. R., 
Manchester, N. H, 
Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Y¥. 
Fio-Rito, Ted. St. Francis H., 9 F. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. ae 914 South Wesatnedge 8t., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Fisher, Buddy, Bohemian C., memy weed. 
Fisher, Mark, Edgewater Beach H., 
Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, N.B.C., S. F. 

Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 

Portland, 


Fogg A. M., 174 Beacon 8t., 


e. 
Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
Mich. 
Forman, Lou, Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester. 
Freed, Carl, 20 8. Orange Ave., 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mass, 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
om Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 


Newarx. 


Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gartens, 

Funk, Larry, WEAF, N. Y. C. 

Fye, Gil, Silver Spray B. R., Long Beach, 
Calif. c 


Galvin, J. J., Plaga T., Worcester, Mass. 


Cinn. 
Cc 


Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 
Gardner, C. C., 1527 N. 2th St., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Garrigan, Jimmy, Oriental Gardens, Chi. 
Gates, Hal, KGER, L. A. 

Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami, 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, Dd. Cc, 


Gaylord, Chas.,, La Boheme, Hollywood. 

on Al.,, 117 8S. N. J. Ave, Altantic 
ty 

Gerun, Tom, Bal Taberin C., S. F. 


Vibson’s Blue Devils, I. O. O. F., Ball- 


room, Baltimore, 
Gill, Sumit C., Baltimore. 
Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. 


Gillen, Frank. Detroit Yacht C., Detrott 


Gillet, Albert KGW, Portland, Ore. 
Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 
Gervin, Hal, 1625 Gough St., 8. F. 


Goff. Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R.. Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 

Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 
Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, 
Gonzales, S. N., 310 &. 
Ana, Cal. 
Gorrell, Ray, 
troit. 

Graham, Paul, 
Pleasant, N. J. 

Grass, Chet, 2040 S. Corona, Denver. 
Green, Jimmy. Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicago. 

Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St.. Davenport, Ia 
Grier, Jimmy, Adolphus H., Dailas. 
tross, Prentis, McEiroy B;, Portland. Ore. 
Grosso, Paul, Artington H., Colorado 


Detroit. 
4th St., Santa 


404 Madison T. Bldg., De- 
Pt. 


Jenklinson Pary., 





Springs, Col. 
Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., Quebec. 


Gurnick, Ed., 86 Reynolds Avs., Provi- 


dence. 


Gunsondorfer, W., “ido C., 8. F. 

Gutterson, M., Valencia T.. Baltimore. 

Gutterson, Waldemar, Roosevelt H., 
Hollywood. 

H 

Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 76th St., N.Y.C. 

Haines, ‘“‘Whitey,’’ Tavern Inn, 183 N. 
Bend St., Pawtucket, R. I. 

Halil, George, Taft H., N. ¥. C 

Hall, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago 

Hamilton, Geo., Airport Gardens, L. A. 
Hammond, Jean, Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
Hamond, Chestine, KIT, Yakima, Wash 

Hancock, Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming- 
ham, 


Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 

Harria, Phil, Ambassador H., L. A. 

Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronto. 

Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 
couver, B. C 

Harkness, Eddie, 2080 Franklin St., S. F. 

Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can. 

Hatch, Wilbur, KNX, Hollywood. 

Haney, Al, 26 Capital St.. Pawtucket, 

I 


Rn, - 

Haucke, Curt, Rainbow Gardens, L. A, 

Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila, 

Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 

Heidt, Horace, R.K.O. Golden Gate, 
*Frisco. 

Henderson, F., 228 W. 189th St., N. ¥. C. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus, 
Henry, Joe, Astoria, N. Y. 

—% Tal., c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 

Y 


Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace C., Chicago. 
Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman 8t., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 
Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine 'H., Catalina 


Hoffman. L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hogan, Bill, Frolics C., Culver City, Calif. 
Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, IIl, 


2 


Is 


Hogland, Everett, Rendezvous B. R., Bal- 
boa, Calif. 

etiowen, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 
Del. 

Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.Y. 

Holman, Bob, Cafe de Paree, . A. 


Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 
Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B way and 
50th St., Y..G 

NBC, 


Hornick, Joe, 8. F. 

Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 
Hueston, Billy, 1658 B'’way, N> Y. C. 
Hultberg, Henry, Inglaterra B. R., Chi. 


Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 
Bldg., N. Y¥. C, 


Spale, Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 

} Va. 
Irving, E., 

Conn. 

iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, FelHce, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

Iula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 


Jackson's Jazz, 18 Chestnut St., 
ville, N. Y¥. 
Jaffy, Gilbert, Leighton's Arcade, L. A. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y. C 
Jansen, Edward, KVI, Tacoma, Wash, 
Jaxon, ‘Half Pint,’ WJJD, Chi. 
ah arp H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., 
Jehie, John, 75 Driggs Ave., 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. 
Johnson, C., Small's Paradise, N. ¥. C. 
one Dwight, Empress H., Portland, 
re 
Johnson, Gladys, KTM, L. A. 
Johnny Johnstone, Playland, Rye, N. Y. 
Johnston, Merle, 151 W. 46th St., N.Y¥.C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce’s Syn.,. 915-17 Walnut &t., 
Philadelphia. 
Jordan; Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Rogan, KVOS, Bellingham, “Wash, 
a Isham, Ambassador, Atlantic City, 


Ruth, 1285 Sheldon 8t., Jack- 


Lyceum T., New Britain, 


Glovers- 


Newark, 


Brooklyn. 


Jorgensen, 
son, Mich. f 
Joy, Jimmie, Variety, Hollywood, 
Joy, Jack, KFW8S, Hollywood. 


K 


Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chicago. 
— Harry, 5210 Gainor Road, Phila., 
a. 

Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y¥. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 


Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 


Kassel, Art, Birmarck H., Chicago. 
Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St., Lebanon. 
Pa. 

Kay, Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 

Keegan, Ross E., 22 Gold St., Freeport, 


L. L 
Kiefer, Bert, 


a. 
Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gist St., 
ae a ae A 

Kelly, Paul, La Granduja, 8. y. 
Kelsey, Walter, KFRC, §S. 
Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland, 
Kennedy, Clem, KTAB, 3. 

Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Kentner, H., Benj., Franklin H., Phila, 
Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. 

Red Kibbler, Recreation Pier, Long 

Merchandise 


Beach, Cal. 

Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 

~~ aipanaaed Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit 

King, Dan, and his atte Scandals, Four 
Towers, -Cedar Grove, Ze 

King’s Melody, 63 Mueller St., Bingham- 
Aragon B. R., Chi. 


ton, N. Y¥,. 

King, Wayne, 

Klein, Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
Ark. 

Kline, M., 6456 Spruce St., Philadeiphia. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bidg., Reading, Pa. 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kosloff, Lou, Pantages T., Hollywood. 
Kozais, Jim, Stations WLFL, Chicago. 
Krauskrill, Walt, 347 Claremont Bldg.. 
S. 


Krueger, Art, WISN, Milwaukee. 
Krueger, Bennel, WABC, N. Y. C. 
Krumholz, G., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 
Kyte, Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 


L 
La Ferara, Vinton, 1821 Grant Ave., 8S. F. 
Lagasse, F., 618 Merrimac St., Lowell, 


ass. 
Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Lampham, Clayton, Luna Park, Coney 
iis De oe 
Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 
Lanfield, M., BBR’s Cellar, Hollywood, 
Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 
Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
—, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 


447 R. R. Ave., Pen Argyle, 
Woodside, 


N 
Lanin, Howard, CBS, N.Y.C. 

Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ba 
Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B R., 
Francisco. 


Lee, Baron, Cotton Club, N. Y. C. 
Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 Newtown Ave., 
Astoria, I. IL 

Se Harry, Casley H.. Scranton, 
Leftwich, init. Oceanic H., Wrightsville 
Beach, N. 

Levant, Phil, MCA, Chicago 


Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Bernard, Commodore Me Ad 





Lido Orch., Seite 86 Loew Bidg.. Wash- 
ington, D. C 


Light, Enoch, Auf Weidersehen Club, Saw 
Mill River Road, N. Y¥. C. 
Lindebaum, Joe, Breakers H., Long 
Beach, Calif. 4 
Lispin, Hank, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. 
Lopez, Vincent, Congress H., Chi. 

Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 

Lowe, Sol, Manchester T.. L. A 
Ludeke, Frank, Davenport H., 
Wagh, 

Luse, Harley. Wilson's B. R., lL. A. 
Lyman, Abe, Capitol, N. Y. C. 

Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta C., Chicago. 


‘Spokane, 


Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita St.. Dallas. 
M 

Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, 6t. Peters- 
burg. 

Mace, Art, Rendezvous B. R., Santa 
Monica, Cal. 

Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. 

Madresuten, Enric, er H., 
N, Cc. 

BR Margie, KMO, Seattle. 

Major, F. J., 3007 34 St., Ocean Parx, 
Cal. 

Makins, Eddie. LeClaire ©.. Chicago. 
~~ iad R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Ten 

Manthe, Al., 807 ™. Francis, Madison 
Wis. 


Marburger, H.. Roseland B. R., N. Y. 
Marengo, Joe, Italian Village, L. A. 
Marsh. Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red. Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro —_, Beaur Acts C., 30 W 
40th St.; N. ¥. 
Martin. Fred, Boseert H., B’klyn. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohto. 
Morrison H., Chi, 


Masters, Frankie, 
Mattasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 


Maupin, Rex, KYW, Chi. 

Maurice, Jack. KGFJ, L. A. 

Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 

McCloud, Mac., Rustic Gardens, Pekin, 
Ill, 

McCoy, Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 
McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee. 

McEnelly, BH. J., 96 Sylvan 8St., Spring- 
field, Mass. 


McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos; c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 


B'’way, N. ¥. C. 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

McIntire, Lant, KMTR, Hollywood. 
McVeas. I. 3., 1221 E. 334 St., L. A. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St.. Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians, 92 8. Main.St., Memphis. 


Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass, 
Meroff, Ben, Variety, N. Y. 
“we M. F., 926 Broadway, 
Meyer Oscar, 4520 Camac St., Phila- 

delphia. 


Meyerinch, Herb, States Hofbrau, 8S. F. 
Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila, 
Meyers, Louls, Zenda B., L. 

Meyers, Vie Trianon B. R. Seattle. 
Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago. 
Milholland, H. I., KGA, Spokane. 
Miller, J. Frans, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Gladys, KOMO. Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Willams St., Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's Staté, Syracuse. 
Mitan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 


Brooklyn, 


na he Floyd, 1786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
and 
Milne, Del, 878 E. Washington St., Port- 
and, e. 

Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Minich, BKd., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

Mitchell, Al, 4 Reed St., So. Norwalk, 
Conn. 


Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle. 
Morton, Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 


Wash. 
Molino, Carlos, Roosevelt H., Holly. 
Moore's, Dinty, Washington Arms, Ma- 


maroneck, N.- Y. 
Moore, Pryor, Schaber's G., In A 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella B., r Beach, 
Cal 
Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore, 
Moss, Joe, 18 B. 48th St., * = G&G 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., F 
Mosher, V., 81387 10th Ave. 
olis. 
Murtal, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Walkiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wall. 


*s., Minneap- 


Nappi, Bill, Del Monte, Birmingham, Ala. 
Nash, Len, Len Nash's Barn, Compton, 


Cal. 
Nashold’s B. R., San 


Nashold, Dudley, 
Diego. 
Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 
Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spokane, Wash. 
Newice, Nick, 8150 24th St., Astoria, 


Ze 
Isiand C., Glen 


Nelson, 
Island, N. 
Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., N. Y¥. C, 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A, Studio, Holly- 
wood. 
Nichols, Red, Golden Pleasant, Cleve, O. 
Nolan, Bob, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Noone, Jimmy, Club Dixie, Chicago. 
Norman, Jess, 1770 Green St., 8. F. 


Oo 
O'Brien, Maas Saranac Lake H., Saranac 


Lake. ° 
Mark, 316 'W 08 St., N. Y. C. 


O'Connell, 
Octavet Orc., 85 DuMeld 8t., Brooklyn, 


Ozzie, Glen 
Y. 


N. Y. 
O'Hare, Husk, La Salle H., Chicago. 
O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Ill. 
Olsen, George, Loew's State, N. Y. 
Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash. 
Olsen, Ole, Commodore C., Vancouver, 
| ee ‘ 
Oppenheim, W., Bens. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band, 19 E 47th 
Rin, Wis Bs tm 
original Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica, 
ay OE Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, Woodmansten Inn, 
chester, N. Y, 
Owens, Harry, Grand H., 
Pp 


Cal. 
Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y. C. 
Palmquist, Ernie, Eagle B. R., Milwaukee. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North 8t., 
Indianapolis. 
Parker, Dud, 280 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 
Parnell, Chas., Hartford B. R., San Ber- 
nardino, Cal, 
Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 
Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 
Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Blidg., Pittsburgh 
Peerless Orch., Monmouth St., Newport, 


West- 


Santa Monica, 


Pendar is, Paul, Jonathan C., L. A. 
Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, 
Perry, Frank, Flagler HWH., 
mm. @ 
Peterson, Art, 
Evergreen. Colo. 
Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., 
Peyton, Doe, 
a = 


la. 
Falisburg. 


Trout-dale-in-tne-Pines, 


Pittsburgh. 
New Kenmore H., Albany. 


B., Tivoli T., Michigan City. 


Pfelffer's Orch., 1342 Palmetto Ave., Te 


Philbrick's Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store, 
Moines, Ifa. . 
Phillips, Phi., Geb Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading, Pa, 
wy A se Midway Gardens, Cedeg 
. 


Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Caa, 
pee. Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 


Potter, Jerry, Limehouse C., Chicago. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 


Prince, Graham, Palais D'or R., 48th an@ 
B'’way, N. Cc. 
Prior, Wil}, " KFAG, L. A. 
Pullen, R. B., 1365 Sellers St., Frankferé, 
Phila. 
R 


ae. Jack, Station WOL, Washington, 
oa. Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 


Radriguez, Jos.. KFI, L. A. 

Rapee, Erno, NBC, 711 7th Ave., N. ¥. G 

Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham AYs., Counoll 
Bluffs, Ia 

Ray, Alvino, NBC, 8. F. 

Read, Kemp, 539 Ashley Blvd., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Redman, Don, 799 7th Ave., N.Y.C. 

Reese, Gardner, 1619 Broadway, N. Y¥. 


peepeuets Leo, 180 W. 57th St., N. ¥. @ 
troit 

Reno, yaaa, Bitmore H., Santa Bare 
bara, Cal 

Reynolds, Lou, 600 Central Ave., Ala- 
meda, Cal. 

Ricci, Aldo, Ritz-Cariton H., N. Y¥. Cc. 
Rich, Fred, CBS, N. ¥. C. 

Richards, Barney, Uptown Village, Chi. 


Rickitts, J. C., Kosciusko, Migs. 
Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit. 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 


Roanes’ Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
Mass. 
Robbins, Sammy, McAlpin H, N. Y. 


Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon 8t., Prov., R. ¥, 
Robinson, Johnny, Showboat, Seaside, Ore, 
Rhode, Karl, Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 
Robinson, Johnny, Olymple H., Seattle. 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 6B7th St., N. ¥. C. 
Romanelli, I., King Edward H., Toronte, 
Rose, Irv., Jefferson H., St. L. 

Harry Rosenthal, 1650 Broadway, a. &s fe 
Rossman, Herold, Bagdad C., Miam!. 
Rothschild, Leo, 806 W. 14th &., N.Y.C, 


Ruhl, Warney, Michigan Tech., Hought- 
ton, Mich, 
Russell, B., King Cottok H., Greensbore. 


Sampietro, Joe, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Sanders, Joe, MCA, Chi. 
215 Ridgewood Ave., + gy ag 


Sans, P., 
Schara, c. F., 624 Bway, Buffalo, » 
Schill, J., Arcadia B. R.. N. ¥. C. 
Schubert, Ed., 84 Arthur 8t., Lawrence, 
Mass. 
Schumisk!i, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicago. 
Leone, U. J., 819 Court St., Fremont, 
°, 
Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 
Scott, L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Spring- 
field, 
Bklya,, 


ybcott Frank, 254 President 8t., 


Scott!, Bill, Pierre H., N. -¥. C. 

Seiger. Rudy, Fairmont H., 8. F. 

: Seidenman, 81d, Mayflower H., Wash 
— Ben, c/o Col. Recording, 55 Oth 
ve. 

Setaro, A., Paramount sree, Holly. 
Severt, Gino, KHJ, lL. 


Sheffers, H. C., witb" . Taunton, Masé, 
Shepard, Chas., KFI, 
Sheridan, Phil, a Mont. 


Sherman, Maurie, College Inn C., Chi. 
Sieff, Solly, Palace H., 8. 

Silverman, D., Migsourt T., St. Louts. 
Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, South 
Bend, Ind. 

Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’ way, Detroit. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, D. C, 
Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B., B’klyn. 
Smith, Stanley, Biltmore oe t. A. 
on 8., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., Akron, 

to) 
nM Vincent, CRS, 485 Madison Are., 
1 Harry, NBC, Ch 

Spector, Irving, WOKO, Albany, Ww, F 
Spitalnv. Phil. N. Be c 

Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel. oneha, Neb. 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St.. Bklya, 
St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward M., 
Windsor, Canada. 

St. Louls Kings, 1823 KB. 95th St.. B’klya, 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Neb 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ame 
tonio, Tex. 

Starr. Henry, Cotton C., Culver City, Cal 
Steiner, Max, Radio Studio, Holly wood. 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 


Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave. 
Boston. 
Stoll, Geo., Paramount T., Los Angeles, 


Stone, Marty, Radisson = Minneapolia, 

Story. Geo., Wong's C., London. Ont. 

Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp., 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 

Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy 8t., Chicago. 


bod 


Taylor, Art, Nantucket 
tucket, Mass. 

Tellier, Ray, Fairmount H., 8. F. 

Teppas, J. J., 538 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo, 

Teeven, Roy, Regent T., Grand Rapids, 


Yacht C., Name 


Mich. 

Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 63 W. 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Thompson's Ventor T.. Ate} 


‘Virginians,’ 
lantic City, N. J. 

Thorpe, Sunny Fan Tan R., 24% Cala 
St.. N. E.. Philadelphia. 

Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 

“filoff, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, Fila, 
Pas id Tobias, Totem Lodge, Averill Park, 


: Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Tolland, Ray, Detroit Leland H., Detroit. 

pn rarolee. Lou, Casino B. R., Ocean Park, 
al. 


Treastor, Bob, Blackhawk, Chi. 

Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 

Trini, ‘Anthony, Beau Rivage, Sheepshead 
Tusher.” Tommy, Hollywood R., N. ¥. C. 

Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchester, 


Turnham, Edith, Royale C.. L. A. 
u 

Ullrich, Frank, Roney Placa H., Miami. 
Vv 


Valentz, Val., Lakegide Casino, Denver, 
Valentine, Jads, Statler H., Boston. 
Vallee, Rudy, care O. C. A., 1619 Broad- 
may, 2. % 
Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., 
Brunswick, N J. 
Van Steeden, Peter, 
wa, M.-Y. 
Vito, King, Rose Room D. H., L. A. 
Vogel, Ralph, 2562 Coral St., Phila 
Voorhees, Don, WEAF, N. Y. C. 


Ww 


New 
Towers H., Brooke 


Waring’s Penna, c-o J. an ee. Hem- 
merstein T. Bidg., N. Y. 
Watters, Lou, 1907 touch Ave., Oakland. 
Way, Paul, Topsy’s Roost, Southgate, Cal. 
Wayne, Hal, New Yorker C., Hollywood. 
Weber, Thos., Breakfast C., L. A. 
Weeks, Anson, St. Regis H., N. ¥ 
Weems, Ted, Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 
Weidner, Art, 44 Wawona St., S. F. 


Welch. Roy, Fulton-Roya!l, B’klyn. 
Werner, Ed.. Michigan T.. Detroit. 








Peterson, 
Ind, 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Dise Reviews 


By Abel Green 


+ ior four weeks. 


Eddie Cantor 

Vamps off with ‘We Want Cantor,’ 
in simulation of the hoke ‘Cantor 
for President’ slogan, but otherwise 
the recordings sound very un-Can- 
torish. As with many another artist 
of his calibre, the recording mike 
did something to Cantor's delivery 
which, paradoxically, is faithfully 
recreated via the talking screen and 
the radio mike. But for wax pur- 
poses, the Cantor delivery suffers; 
or rather, it’s principally the defi- 
ciency of the pitch of the voice. 

Two songs from ‘Kid from Spain, 
titled ‘What a Perfect Combination’ 
and ‘Look What You've Done’ are 
done in the characteristic Cantor 
manner, but what emits from the 
phonograph horn causes’ arched 
brows as to whether or not it’s really 
the comedian himself doing his stuff. 
Columbia 2723. 


Ted Lewis... 

Tike Cantor, Vallee, et al., Lewis 
has a specially autographed label on 
the Yale blue identifications of the 
new Columbia disk series, with a 
special note that these records ar2 
not sold for broadcasting purposes. 

Lewis’ stint on Columbia 2721 
comprises ‘Headin’ for Better Times’ 
and the ‘New Farewell Blues,’ in the 
eharacteristic Lewis manner of clar- 
inet’ marmaladeing and waxing 
tragico-jazzique. 





Don Bestor 


Since coming into the new Silver 
Grill of the smart. east side Hotel 
Lexington, N. Y., which Don Bestor 
and his orchestra, incidentaly, put 
on the map: with the radio fans, 
chiefly because of his ether broad- 
easting, the bandman has been also 
busy in the Victor recording lab- 
oratories. 

Victor 24176 couples the Freneh 
waltz hit by Jean Lenoir, ‘Parlez- 
moj d’Amour,’ which becomes ‘Speak 
to Me of Love,’ via Bruce Siever’s 
Anglicization, which the Bestories 
and Neil Buckley, vocally, do tricks 


with. The reverse is the very na- 
tive ‘I'm Sure of Everything But 
You.’ 

On 24177, ‘Just Because You're 


You’ and ‘Just a Little Home for the 
Old Folks’ .are contemporaneously 
melodic foxtrots, Buckley again of?i- 
ciating vocally. Oke al ’round. 


Rudy Vallee 


‘How Deep Is the Ocean’ and 
*Please’ from ‘Big Broadcast’ are 
two of the more popular foxtrots of 
the day which Vallee does in his 
leisurely Connecticut Yankees man- 
ner. 

Vallee again does his talk against 
the musical background, a la his 
radio style, lending the disks a lit- 
tle intimacy and nuance, away from 
the routine manner of phonograph 
‘canning.’ Columbia 2724. 


Waring-Olsen 

Fred Waring and George Olsen 
back-to-back with ‘More Beautifui 
Than Ever’ and ‘Ain’tcha Kinda 
Sorry Now,’ radio foxtrot favs, done 
in the most modern 1932 manner of 
foxtrology. Both are pleasing if un- 
sensational song assignments, con- 
trasting nicely in their melody and 
rhythmic styles. Victor 24179. 


Roger Wolfe Kahn 

Werreh, werreh, snappeh jazzique 
by the Kahnites, doing a brace from 
Flying Colors,’ in a medley, and the 
Harlemese ‘It Don’t Mean a Thing 
df You Ain’t Got That Swing). 
The show numbers are ‘Shine on 
Your Shoes’ coupled with ‘Louisiana 
Hayride,’ and ‘Thing’ is by the Con- 
nie’s Club maestro, Don Redman. 

Kahn whips ’em out in hotcha 
style. Columbia 2722. 


Pickens Sisters 


The three Pickens Sis from ‘Joja’ 
harmonize in that Dixie draw] upon 
which the NBC has been banking 
so much to establish them as public 
favorites. Their harmonic style is 
Pleasantly engaging and evidence 
intensive scoring preparation. 

‘Back in the Old Sundy School’ 
and ‘When Mother Played the Or- 
gan (And Daddy Sang a Hymn)’ 
may not be especially inspiring for 
the sophisticated disk buyer but it’s 


homely balladeering which should 
sell with the home folks. Vietor 
24180. 


$1,050 FOR CATALOG 
Stept & Powers’ catalog has been 
taken over by Mills Music, Ine. 
Bid that got the library during an 








auction held by the S. & P. receiv- 
ership was $1,050. 
“Strange Interlude” 


“Mardi Gras” 
“Listen to the German Band” 
“_-And So to Bed” 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


62 West 45th Street 
New York City 
Varnderhilt 3-3035 
1 a 








= 2 


| tion at Universal Dec. 2, with Rus- 
sell Mack directing, 

here on his annual 
Visit spending considerable time at 
| Metro and golfing. Will remain here 
Mrs. is with him. 


David Loew 











No Jolson Straight 


Hollywood 


ithe broadcast. 


per,’ starring Richard Dix. 

Carrillo M. C’ing 

Leo Carrillo has been set for two | 4 

weeks as m.c. at the United Artists| George 
and Pantages, opening at the U. A. | 
Dec. 1, with the Hollywood house to 
follow. Deal was arranged by Leo 
Morrison. 


Borthwick Confabbing 
Borthwick, treasurer 
conferences with Fred Beetson and 
other Hays organization members. 
One picture directorial deal on be- 
| tween Harry Pollard and Universal. 





‘Private Jones’ goes into produc- 


~ Inside Stuf'—Pictures 











(Continued on page 55) 


Beery with a consolation prize when the player polled one vote less than 
Fredric March, since this year’s rules did not provide for such secondary 
prizes. Last year there was a clause in the rules providing that any 
candidate who came within three votes of a tie shall be given an award. 
This year, however, the line was omitted, 


Going on the set where retakes were being made on his picture ‘Halle- 
lujah ['m a Bum’ Thanksgiving Day, Al Jolson learned that one of the 
extras had only 16 cents to his name and would have to wait until the 
close of that day for his daily check before he could eat. That gave 
Jolson an idea. He sent out for cooked turkeys and the fixins, and fed 
the entire company of more than 100 bit players, technicians, ete. 


Unable to get stars for personal appearances for their so-called charity 
benefits, small church organizations and. women’s clubs on the coast are 
now. soliciting the names for autographed photographs. 

They intend to auction the pictures off at their shindigs, in lieu of the 
personals, 


Less than an hour after the husband of a. writer at a major studio 
died last week, writer had a photographer and two grips sent to her 
home to photograph the remains. Body was photographed in numerous 
positions with the writer supervising the lighting and makeup, assisted 
by her butler who objected to the makeup in several cases, 


Because of the reported favorable reaction on the part of exchanges 
to ‘Broadway to Cheyenne,’ Monogram will insert eastern and society 
sequences in the remaining Rex Bell pictures on its program. Idea is 
to bring the western up-to-date with scenes that tie them up with cur- 
rent day life. 


Indications are that attorneys for Jackie Cooper and Metro will settle 
the latter’s claim outside of the Academy. Hearings. seheduled for today 
(28) were postponed until Dec. 1, with settlement expected in the mean- 
time. 


CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 


(Continued from page 31) 








Foreign Language Films 


(Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
A Nous Ia Liberte. (Auten) (French). Comedy drama. Henri Marchand, 
Raymond Cordy. Dir. Rene Clair. 93 mins. Rel. May. 


Barberina, die Taenzerin von Sansouci. (Capital) (German). Rococco musical 


comedy. Lil Dagover, Otto Gebuehr. Dir. Carl Froelich, 83 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 20. 
Brand in der Oper. (Capital) (German). Musical drama. Gustav Froelich. 


Dir. Carl Froelich. Rel, July 19. 


Faische Feldmarschal. (Capital) (German). Military musical. Vlasta 
Burian, Dir. Carl Lamac. . Time, 81 mins. Rel. July 12. 


Der Herr Burovorsteher. (Capital) (Ger). Felix Bressart, Herman Thimig. 
Dir. Hans Behrendt. Time, 86 mins. Rel. June 10. 


Die Csikos Baroness. (Capital) (Ger. Hung). Musical comedy. Gretl Theimer, 


Der 


Paul Vincenti. Dir. Ernst Verebes. Time, 82 mins. Rel. April 1. 
Die Jungendbeliebte. (New Era) (Ger.) Hans Stuwe, Elga Brink. Dir. 
Hans Tinter. Time, 95 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 


Die Lustigen Weiber von Wien. (Capital) (Ger). Willy Forst, Irene Bisinger, 


Paul Hoerbiger, Lee Parry. Dir. Geza von Bolvary. Time, 97 mins. 
Rel. July 1. 

Dienst Is Dienst. (New Era) (Ger). Musical. Ralph Roberts, Lucie Eng- 
lische. Dir. Carl Bosse. Time, 84 mins. Rel. June 8. 

Die vom Rummelipiatz. (Capital) (Ger). Anny Ondra, Siegfried Arno. Dir. 
Kar! Lamac. 9 reels. Rel. Feb. 10 

Ein Prinz Verliebt Sich. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Geo. Alexander, Lien 
Deyers, Trude Berliner. Dir. Conrad Wiene. Time, 75 mins. Rel. 

Ein Walzer von Strauss. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich, Marie 
Pauldler. Dir. Conrad Weins. ‘Time, 89 mins. Rel. March 10. 

Gitta Entdeckt thr Herz. (Capital) (Ger). Comedy. Gitta Alpar, Gustav 
Froelich. Dir. Car] Froelich. Time, 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 4. 

Hurrah, Ein Junge. (Capital) (Ger). Farce. Max Adalbert, Ida Wuest, Lucie 
Englische. Dir. Geo. Jacoby. Time, 91 mins. Rel. June 24, 

Kamaradschaft. (Asso. Cinema) (Ger). Sensational drama. Alex Granach, 
Ernst Busch. Dir. G. W. Pabst. Time, 78 mins. Rel, Nov. 8. 


(Ger). 
Rel. Oct 


(Asso. Cinema) 


Koenigin von Preussen. Ms ! 
Time, 92 mins. 


Luise, Historical. Henry 
Porten, Dir. Carl Froelich. _ 


Man Braucht Kein Geld. (Capital) (Ger). Musical farce. Kurt Gerren, Paul 
Henkels. Dir. Karl Boese. Rel. Nov. 10. 

Mein Leopold. (Capital) (Ger). Musical. Gustav Froelich, Max Adalbert. 
Dir. Hans Syeinoff. Time, 96 mins. Rel. April 1. 


Albert 
Dir. Rich. 


Basserman, Rein- 


(Capital) (Ger). Prelude to the world war. 
Oswald. Time, 


hoid Schuenzel, Theo. Loose, Fritz Adalbert. 
73 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Oberst Redi. (Capital) (Ger). Spy 
Karl! Anton. Time, 79 mins. 


Purpur und Waschblau. (Capital) 


1914. 


thriller. Lil Dagover, Theo. Loos. Dir. 
Rel. Aug. 30. 

Dramatic 
Time, 85 mins. 


(Ger). comedy. Hansi Niese, 


Re). July 30. 


Elsie Elster. Dir. Max Neufield. 
Reserve Hat Ruh. (New Era) (Ger). Military farce. Fritz Kampers, Lucie 
Englische. Time, 94 mins. tel. Aug. 11. 


Schubert's life. 


Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum. (Capita!) (Ger). Musica) of 
Dir. Rich. 


‘jret] Theimer, Carl Joeken, Siegfried Arno, Lucie Englische, 





Oswald. Time, 71 mins. Kel}. June 238, 
| Taenzerin von Sansouci. See ‘Barberina’. 
|Tingle Tangle. (New Era) (Ger). Comedy. Ernest Verebes, Fritz Kampers, 
Elizabeth Vinajeff. Dir. Japp Speyer. Time, 93 mins. Rel. May 15. 
Weekend in Paradise. (Capital) (Ger). Faree. Otto Wallburg, Julius Falken- 
stein, Elsie Elster, Trude Berliner. Dir, Robt. Land, Time, 81 mins. 
| tel. Nov. 1. . 
| zwei Kravaten. (Capital) (Ger). Operatic musical. Michael Bohnen, Olga 
| Tschechowa, Ralph A. Roberts. Dir. Felix Beach. Rel. Jan. 19. 


(Capital) (Ger). Powerful drama 
mi. EC ad 


|\Zwei Menschen. 
i j 


Charlotte Susa, Gustav | 
: ‘ 1. 'Cass Lak« 


‘s | 


Al Jolson will eliminate the | 

“ ‘ . |; straight man in his future broad- 
(Continued from page ¢ | 

page 6) | casts. telease last week was from 

rymore, ‘Now You See It,’ featuring | L. A. instead of Frisco. Ted Fio- 
Adolpe Menjou, and ‘The Great Jas- | rito and his band same south for 


| 
} 





ea of | with 
| the MPPDA, here on a visit and for | 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


“ 








N. Y. Hotel Takes Over | 


Silver Slipper, Wash. | 


| floor show 


———__. 


CLUB NEW YORKER 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
edition of the Jean Malin 
is better than the open- 
ing bill, but it looks as if the Holly- 


New 


Washington, Nov. 28. 
Silver Slipper passed from Sum- 
mit Club (Balt.) management to| We0d mob is beginning to crave 
: oi 7 i : something new. Business has slip- 
Hotel Paramount Grill (N. Y.) with ped considerably, despite the class 
new opening last week. Keeping | 
i} Snooks Friedman's orchestra, but | 


is building up floor show to compéte | 
the Michel, which has been 
only successful nightery in town. 


New policy began with advertis- 
ing campaign and open house tp 
fourth estate. Previous manage- 


ment antagonized press from start 


leaving them out ccld when Vallee 
opened two months ago. 
Atmosphere is distinctly snooty 





and aim is to attract debutantes. 
So far no exclusive dine and dance 
room has been able to competg with 
the embassies. 


Granlund’s Swiftie 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

Nils T. Granlund proved a swiftie 
for the local boys by scorching up 
the town with his fast work. Ar- 
riving Monday night (21), he placed 
under contract 15 girls from ‘Kid 
From Spain’ and ‘42nd St.,’ the fol- 
lowing day for his new Paradise 
cafe, New York. 

Following day he started nego- 
tiating with Columbia for the loan 
of Barbara Weeks for his floor show 
and looked at a couple of local: re- 
vues that evening. 

He left Thursday for Palm Springs 
with Mrs. Granlund and her sister 
for the week end and returns here 
today (28) to leave by plane for 
New York. 





P. C.’s Quick Change 


Leon Navara’'s orchestra had an 
‘opening’ last week and already an- 
other ‘premiere’ at the Hotel Park 
Central’s Cocoanut Grove, New 
York, is being readied for Russ Co- 
lumbo with his band, Hannah Wil- 
liams and the original Biltmore Trio 
from Los Angeles. 


Navara succeeded Harry Barris, 
who, with his wife, Loyce White- 
man, has gone back to the Coast. 
The P. C. roof was redecorated as 
the Grove for Barris, who stayed 
four weeks. 





HERE AND THERE 


Leo K. Ditson now heading Law- 
rence Music’s p.ofessional depart- 
ment. James Matte has joined the 
same publishing firm as arranger. 


Johnny Green is doing his own 
orchestration on the ‘Night Club’ 
concerto for three pianos and or- 
chestra which will make its debut 
at the Paul Whiteman concert in 
Carnegie Hall Jan. 25. 


Campbell-Connelly have taken 
the European rights to ‘In Old Vien- 
na’ from M. K. Jerome. 





Robbins from Bermuda 
Sammy Robbins from tke 
Hamilton, Bermuda, is now 
McAlphin hotel, N. Y. 
Previous incumbent was Eddie 
Lane, ‘ 


B. and O. Routes 


(Continue from page 54) 


Wesley. Jos.. 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
West, Ray, Pacific Coast C., Long Beach, 


Hotel 
at the 





Cal. 
Wetter, Jos., “.7 Adams Ave., Scranton, 
Pa. 


Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman S8St., Brooklyn. 
Whedden, Jay, Miramar H., Santa, Moni- 


| Miss Wilkins gives 
| has rarely been seen on local night 


of entertainment, 

Current bill has Marion 
dancer, with Jack Meyer 
out class 


Wilkins, 
featured. 
that 


spot floors. Former standard act 
has been out here for some time. 
This is her first local cafe job. Miss 
Wilkins does two routines. A 
Bolero to a special arrangement of 
Ravel's tune and a pip of a hot 
dance to ‘St. Louis Blues.” With a 
load of looks and unusual ability, 
she is sock entertainment. 

Mona Ray, diminutive come- 
dienne, held over from the previous 
show, is a great foil for Malin. 
Contest in sizes is a natural for 
laughs in their clowning. Bonnie 
Poe, blues singer, who came out 
here with Eddie Stanley trots out 
two numbers in the ‘Boop-a-doop’ 
canner. Both land well with Miss 
Poe displaying a good floor show 
personulity. Tommy Atkins Quin- 
tet, four boys and a girl, display 
some neat body tossing in formal 
clothes. It’s new here and quite a 
flash for a small floor. 

Malin gives all the acts a break, 
builds them up well and allows them 
to work without interference, some- 
thing local club m. c.’s should learn, 
In his own work he’s still the town’s 
hot. boy as far as wisecracking is 
concerned but the local wisecrack- 
ers -are laying off him. Took the 
count too often. No small aid to 
Malin is his piano player, Charlie 
Russell. 

Hal Wayne orchestra is getting to 
be a fav locally through ‘their ether- 
izing. Eleyen-piece combo is un- 
usual’ around here as it has no 
brass. It’s hot and sweet, but a 
new brand of dance music for L. A. 
where most of the bands depend on 
their hard sections. Call, 


BILTMORE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 22. 

Bidding for the Pasadena and 
Beverly Hills trade that drifted 
away after Earl Burtnett left, this 
hotel brought in Stanley Smith, film 
and musical juvenile, and a band 
sponsored by Tommy Lee, son of 
Don Lee, who is the coast CBS 
partner. Younger Lee heads the 
new CBS talent bureau here, with 
this spotting his biggest job so far, 
since Lee is guaranteeing the band’s 
salary against the $1 couvert take, 

Combo, entrenched in the redeco- 
rated Garden room, seems to be 
bringing back the lost carriage 
trade and gets a good post-football 
game representation from the local 
colleges. 

Before it opened orchestra of 14 
was rehearsed by Ray Paire, direc- 
tor of the KHJ musical staff. In 
the special arrangements the band 
is using, his baton work is re- 
warded. Some of the printed stuff 
finds the boys ordinary, but other 


entertainment makes up for the 
routine performances. 

Four .Hawaiians, billed as The 
Islanders, stand out with their 


warbling. Boys work in the band 
and use a new type of steel guitar, 
which has a small head to which an 
electric pickup is attached. Pickup 
is transmitted to an amplifier which 
can be regulated in volume and is 
very effective. 

Carrying out the island theme, 
Winona Love is back at the Bilt- 
more. Miss Love's restrained, polite 
hulas always go over and her sing- 
ing is of the same high-grade 
ealibre. 

Harry Robinson handles’ the 
straight vocals nicely, and Skippy 
Fleming, formerly with Gus Arn- 
heim, does the novelty and comedy 
numbers in good style. Smith waves 
the baton, sings pleasingly and to 
good return. 

Working on the floor are Virginia 
Dabney and Roy Bradley, smooth 
ballroom team, with varied routines 
and class appearance. Music goes 
east every Saturday night on a CBS 
hookup for half an hour and gets 
nightly airings over KHJ here. 





ca, Cal, 
Whiteman. Paul, Biltmore H., N. Y. C. 
Whityre, Everett, New Hartford, N. Y. 


Williamson, Ted. tsie of 

Charleston, 8S. C. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 
Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. | 
Wilson, Meredith, NBC, 8S. F. 
Winebrenner, 

Hanover, Pa. 
Wittenbrock, 

Cal. 


Paims H., 


7 
Yaw Ralph, KERN, Bakersfield. al. 
Young, Marty, 4300 Pershing Dr El 
Paso, 
Zz 
Ziller, Les, Virginia B. R., Long Leact 
| Cal. 


Zooper’s Arabian Knights Keego Harbor 
h. 


‘ 


oo 
W. S., 267 Frederick 6t., | AMPE 
| pE por oreh. 
Al., 1808 T St, Sacramento, palais of the 
| R rmonies ¥ 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. ! aispensing po york ae 
Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago. | at a famed 1 Lampe 
Wolfe, Rube, c-o Fanchon & Marco. | hour Naturally, 
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| 
| (ER 8 eee et ek es ee he el ob | in the basement and melted gag 
East pipes added to the usual fire haz. 
ards. Thousands of persons ham- 
Sees e VV s rom t e a1 ies pered the efforts of the firemen and 
Cops iided a gambling game in hose across Broadway held up all 
the fashionable Eelvse Monday Mes . : : . traftic. 
), arresting three operators and This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
eer gta ny oer seehne ke daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no 
1 few evenings. Felt wheels must credit for these news items; each has been rewritien from a daily paper. Coast 
” > ; wir Sa=25 Baas 1 ete Po PTET Ss Te | tb 4 Pte be i et Peet the phttsa it tt 1 et tes aa Basak ta 
Brother of two Brooklyn rack- Gerald Griffin, pres, says the chief ; late Alfred Gascoyne. Meantime her | is Emelie Raffo, who was also hurt Tired of giving Guy Edward Hut. 
eteers who had peen Kiile d offered | pas good credentials. Anyhow, the | children receive the interest from a|when the car he was driving — publicity was the reason as- 
an expose to a tabloid. He prom- | adoption was performed by Chief | trust fund of $25,000, principle be- | crashed. Estate is valued at ‘over | * gned by Mrs. Minnie (Ma) Ken- 
ised to give 400 names. Killed Im) Root Digger and Griffin is certain | ing paid them when they become of | $100,000," including numerous paint- nedy- Hudson, mother of Aimee 
his home he’s the McCoy. age j}ings by Mrs. Galland. Semple McPherson-Hutton, for 
— ee es | oom ~~ divorce and $100,000 
“rer i ; x of uss ers, ¢ i- Stave ‘ ‘eplace > d " ‘ : ee : slander actions a ainst her - 
Dag ple Siem ane being a oe Rng i. ig ge: Bago Pears org Ay — ng R- Pam _G. Washington a show bust. His | band. ns _ 
given price lists of booze as they | season. Grip walked past the win- Saltese Weataes dn sneden 3 + nthnd Kath- N. ¥. — pig page = sil is 
emerge from nabe picture theatres. | dow of a palace in modern clothes onions Wilson takes her place tempo- aod & Pr te tad ing A Federal | 5 _ Out-talking a masked bandit, 
No telephone numbers, but names}and an iron hat. New to the Met aeaeliied nl wratherins Krag rm et | Fa li in Sgr ge —'- ‘alle B ems P ‘rank Johnson, manager of the 
and addresses. Gin is quoted 75c |and made the crossing in front of . 3 pote hee . ken t} - 1 tana | all, back of the ublic rary icohrest: L. A., saved a payroll of 
a quart. the drop. Stevens frau, tal es the role | Latter is to be moved to Legion | $175, Stickup. walked away with 
; ie sie Wilson previously played. | Memorial park in Flushing. $25 in petty cash. 
Marvin Wynn, musical comedy Public administrator reports that a ar ; — . | capeemnncentd on 
injured when his plane takes a nose | the late Lya De Puti’s estate will Mary Garden eace from Europe. | Irene Bordoni gives the sack, the For the sedond time in a month 
rth ar 1 poor ia i ot te Children wilt receive $476) Wak. Examination of Maude Adams in | sate and the boots to Galen Bogue, Greta Nissen and Weldon Heyburn 
A ad nay, vate lic psa ateegie: Sctce st er sarap Aa added $15,000 that Williams suit discloses she | er manager. He had on office i/}have dropped divorce actions and 
a J we FS ta ath a ; first sought John Barrymore as Cco- pag 8 Bg ayaa Raa: a returned to their Beverly Hills, 
——— ste ; ‘ sohe 'a ice’ © Cc ° > 8 s 8 8 Of “ if 
Penn R. R. puts a swimming tank Edogardo Clannelli, in ‘Reunion.’ stal in Merchant of Venice tour | ° 4 208 5 get his GOf. | Calif., home. 
on its recreation train to. Fla} will have a part in ‘The Last Judg-|2"d that the Shuberts turned her - 
Larger than a bathtub, but not | ment,’ which he wrote in collabora- |@0wn for a film version of “Kim. Samuel F, Nixon-Nirdlinger plan- Ralph Morgan has announced a 
much. |} tion with Genarro Curci. ; ning a permanent stock in Philn.| marital rift between his daughter, 
ae eae Helen Menken — will become an | George Kelly will be director if the | Claudia Morgan, and her husband, 
Nat. Comm. on Education by David Boehm, whose ‘Love Life | 2ctor-manager. To take over ‘Saint | plan goes through. Will do tryouts | Talbott Cummings, New York so- 
Radio, calls to congress to investi- |of the Tiffy’ was shelved by L. Wench,’ tossed out by Peggy Fears. | as well as revivals. cialite. Divorce is contemplated, 
gate ‘the whole subject of radio| Lawrence Weber, has gone_ to Shem 0s Actress has been in Cedars of Le- 
broadcasting.’ | Hollywood, Crosby Gaige has weakened on banon hospital, L. A., with flu. 
snapped — ‘Angel.’ assed script back to its Sally Schrantz, who had been a 


Olive Borden gets annulment of Music Palace, 
her marriage to Theodore M. Spec- | Madrid, Spain, 
tor, ending year-long newspaper | Tuesday (22). 


publicity. Spector already had aj|that site. 


wife in Buffalo court rules. 





pictur 


destroyed by 


re theatre in 


fire 


Second theatre on 





First burned down on 
eve of opening. 


ason at the 


Rodriguez & Fer- 


Hugo Savolina, former bassoon of Spanish operetta se 
Met opera, killed himself by gas| New Yorker. 
poison Monday (21). Despondent | nandez managing. 
over illness. mentol, 


Leon Letrim, former husband and 
dancing partner of Florence Walton 





Bernard 


in West Side court charged by 

Macklyn Ramond with larceny of | own. 

$94. Fought delay, but case post-| version of a 
poned until yesterday (28). abroad. 


week Gilda Gray and Art 
Jarreit applied for a marriage li- 
cense, but could not comply with 
residential requirements. Maybe in 
Worcester this week. 


Last 
closed, 


barnstorm his 


Al Smith goes on the radio to- 
night (Tues) as a singer. Leader 
of a community sing in Town Hall 
for charity. 


mour, 


Travel agents urge higher steam- 





Simon 
Beckhard to produce a play. on his 
Has ‘A New Spanish 
long popular 





play 


Helen Chalif Blaumer, 
of Louis Chalif, dance director, has 
separated from her husband, Sey- 
Latter is advertising he is no 
longer responsible for her debts. 


quits 


Mersedes Re- 
A. Soto, Pearl Violetta and 
Aida Amor heading troupe. 


Arthur 


Custom,’ 


With the summer tryout theatres 
Lee Collins is arranging to 
‘Broken 
Opens at Bennington, N. 


Darkness.’ 
H., Dec. 2. 


daughter 


There’s a job for Madeline Del- 


ship fares. Say cuts did not bring | mar, who used to play with Mrs. 
anticipated increase in bookings, so! Fiske. She’s been missing since 
why? Aug. Harry Mestayer told the 
= Missing Persons Bureau. 
Rhoda Berry, Baltimore _ girl . avenge 
known on stage as Gwynn Terry, Rose Bampton, of Buffalo, debuts 


quits ‘Showboat’ co. to get married | with the Met. i 


to Dr. Kenneth Girden, of N. Y. 
Sam Harris back from that 
J + nde by } 
southern vacation trip. retain a 4 poet 
nena ac raale 
Leventhal & Wee's next revival aa wees. 


will be ‘The Show Off.’ 








n Phila. 


rs. Alan 


Frances Williams named cores- 


Jones in a 


in Pittsburgh 


A> William Morris, Jr., made a Vv. 
Estate of late Mme. Gadski val-|%, the Jewish ‘Theatrical Guild. 
ued at $45.887 but down to $13,359 Edéie Cantor now prez. 
net. Her daughter gets two-thirds 
with the relaninker to Herr Tau. Club Laurent, formerly Sutton 
scher, her husband. club, gets a visit from one fed agent 
Pee and 10 cops. Got 223 bottles of 
Gilbert Miller may make a pic- alleged liquor. Made 238 arrests. 
ture production of ‘Firebird’ in | A'! on $500 bail. . 
Budapest for a British co. Will use ee 
Herbert Marshall, who is with the Peggy Joyce's $12,000 diamond 
London ‘Another Language’ for the | pendant sold by U. S. Customs be- 
lead. cause she forgot to declare the 
ail trinket when she brought it in. 
Isabel Dawn hops to London and | Brought $1,000. Also some now out 


sells her play ‘Those Who Love’ for 
probable spring production. Now 
she’s back home. 


Vice 
lourteen 


crusatc 





Catholic Actors’ Guild involved in 
the creation of Mayor-elect O'Brien 
as an Indian brave. Chief Artarn- Mrs. Earle 
arke said he was a vaude act an4d| jockey, is one 


reporters question his authenticity 


ling 
leaves 
fails to raise a budget of $15,000. 


of style dresses. 


is Be 


Sande, 


Committee 


of 
flat when it 


wife of the 


of the three co-heirs 


|to the residuary estate of her father, 









DINE and DANCE 


At 


LEON NAVARRO 


and His Cocoanut Orchestra 


Table d'Hote Dinner $1.75. 


Phone WILLIAM for Reservations 
ClIrcle 7-8000 


i. Central 


56th St., at 7th Ave. 


my yl. 





“The Smartest Spot In Town 


Supper Cover $1 
Saturdays, Holidays and Opening Night $2 






Special Entertainment 


7 










: 
| 
E 






.* 
| 


| 


| cent Nov. 
| Property to go to her daughter, or | 


aaxt. 


author, 

Bela Blau to take up the tax on 
‘No Money to Guide Her’ on N. Y. 
run. Top will be $3.00. 





George Jessel buys the rights to 
‘Salt of the Earth,’ play about: high- 
pressure salesmen, by Bernard 
Schoenfield. 


Will Morrisey to produce a politi- 
cal satire by Preston Gibson at the 
Vanderbilt. 


Homer Curran, of Belasco & Cur- 
ran, due Thursday to buy plays for 
Coast production. 


Max Hart and Adele Forest Hart 
forget that divorce idea. 


Evelyn Nesbit Thaw ill in the 
Park West hosp. Will not return 
to stage but retire to write. 


Police are hunting Barbara Arco, 
15, who’s been missing for two 
weeks. Her family thinks she may 
have gone with a bunch of girls 
playing one of the theatres in 14th 
street. Stage struck. 





Wine bloc formed in congress to 
watch beer moves. Wants to come 
in, too, and thinks it’s s being neglect- 
ed. Trouble is that wine must be 
at least 14% before it can be trav- 
eled. 





Mrs. Elsie Elaine Weisbeckér, 
former show girl, obtains a sepura- 
tion from her husband, owner of a 
chain of markets. Allowed $7,500 a 
year alimony. 


Effects of the late Rattlesnake 
Pete Gruber at auction in Rochester 
Friday (25). Gen. Custer’s hat 
brought $4.50, but Sitting Bull's 
tomahawk sold for $7.50. 


Will of the late William Morris 
leaves his entire estate to his widow. 
Mrs. Morris with the two children, 
Ruth and William, Jr., are execu- 
tors. Estate estimated at 
than $10,000.’ 


—— — 


the Am. ambassador so. 
he'll tell the Shuberts. The heirs 
refer to the ‘unspeakable procedure 
of the American producer, Shubert.’ 





original loan of $150,000 and an ad- | 
dition of $50,000, of which $10,000 | 
had been repaid. There is also 2n 
item for interest. Various juds- | 
ment creditors named co-defendants | 
as the mortgage overlies their 


| claims. 


Helen Twelvetrees handed out the | 





prizes at the N. Y. Pet show. } 
mes | 

New counterfeit bills have various 
; serial numbers. Use of a singie | 


|} serial number for all bogus product | 


has made detection easy ona check- | 


| 
up. Now they're using numbering | 





machines. iy 
Interior @gecorator recently sought 

tc attach Jimmie Walker’s goods. 

Now it’s an exterior decorator. 


Dressmaker wants $10,059 for dress- 
es allegedly supplied Mrs. Walker 
srings suit. | 
| 
} 
| 


Zack Miller, of 101 Ranch, in new 
trouble. Former wife puts him in 
jail for failure to pay alimony. Gov. 


ape a full pardon of ‘on any and 
offenses.’ 
Estate of the late Anna M. Gal- 


land, who with her actress daughter, 
Bertha, was killed in an auto acci- | 
20, offered for probate 


in the event of her death, 


to Jonn | 
Dobelley, 


also injured in the acci- 


Should he die, the next heir ' 


‘more 


Rostand heirs think operatic ver- | 
sion of ‘Cyrano’ is unethical and tell | 
Maybe | 


Bank for Savings forecloses a | 
mortgage for $190,000 held on the | 
Friars club. This represents an | 


j}and 


in buriey, 
when™ 


chorus girl 
asphyxiation she 
lyn home last week. 
out. 


revive her. 





tonsils. 





Cecile Paige, 


into a Brooklyn court last week 
charging them with disorderly con- 
duct. She put some money 
their dancing school, acting as in- 
structress, | 
she part-timed 
precipitating a row in which 
says they threatened her with bod- 
ily harm. They 
hearing today (Tues.). 





Rosalie Stewart has taken a six- 
months’ option on Bourdet’s ‘Just 
Out.’ 


Fire in the basement of 205 West 
48th street tied up traffic for more 
than an hour yesterday (Mon.) over- 
coming 15 firemen and temporarily 
incapacitating 10 others. Fire origi- 
nated in the Petruskka restaurant 


saved from 
stopyed 
singing in the bathtub in her Brook- 
Used a §.s 
stove to heat the room and it went 
When she stopped singing, tie 
family forced the door in time to 


Paul Muni will take advantage of 
the pre-Xmas layoff to get rid of his 


former show girl, 
brought Harry and Bessie Rainess 
into 
When business fell off 
in another school, 


she 


were paroled for 


Commish of 10 percent on an 
earning of $4,367 has not been paid 
by Jean Arthur, according to a 
charge made by the Revnes agency 
in a suit filed in L.A. Muny court, 
Complaint says the agency obtained 


employment for the actress at 
Paramount, 
Terror campaign has been 


launched by racketeers to organize 
L.A. restaurants. Higher prices is 
one of the purposes of the cam- 
paign. Police are investigating. 


Johnny Weismuller and Alberto 
G. Valentino, who told police he 
was a brother of the late Rudoplh 
Valentino, mixed up in two different 
L.A. auto collisions in which three 
persons were injured. Neither was 
scratched, Weismuller exonerated 
by police. 

Alma Tell and William S. Bly- 
stone have filed a notice of their 
intention to wed in L.A, 


Billie Barton, muscle dancer, and 
Jack Manfort, manager of a Main 
street, L.A., girl show, arrested on 
felony charges following a declara- 
tion by Henry Ducharme, special 
officer for the board of education, 








(Continued on page 63) 
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Clark Gable ; 
Jean Harlow | 
in RED DUST “™>Mic.” 


On Stage—!IRENE RICH, Screen Star, 
Barry & Whitledge, Carl Shaw, Oths. 
























ACEI: se 
Marie DRESSLER 
Polly MORAN 

in “PROSPERITY” 


ge—Herb Williams, 
70 Barrett, Yacht 
Club Boys, Ad- 
OL: At't'n Abe 
TORS" & Orch. 


“An undoubted success.” —A merican. 
GRACE ALICE 


-MADEMOIS 


By JACQUES DEVAL 








with A. E, MATTHEWS 
PLAYHOUSE, 48 St. E.of B’y. BR. 9-2628 
| Eves. 8:40. MATS. WED. & SAT., 2:40 





JOHN GOLDEN presents ~q 
a 
When Ladies Meet 


By RACHEL CROTHERS 


\s rich in its humor as it is warm in 
its sympathy.’—Eve. Post. 
Thea. W. 45th St.CH 


0144 
Royale... 10.uts.wa. Thre 











PEGGY FEARS Presents 


By Jerome Kern & Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
Curtain Rises at 8:30 Sharp 


ALVIN THEATRE, 52 St., W. of B'y. 


Matinees Thursday & Saturday 














More trouble for ‘Take a Chance,’ ! 
Short circuit caused a blaze in the 
wardrobe room of the Broad Street 
theatre, Newark, Thanksgiving day 
about 100 costumes ruined. | 
Automatic sprinklers held the blaze 
to the costume room. Show went 


; on. but partly in street clothes. New 


costumes for N. Y. opening. 


MUSIC IN THE AIR | 


| 
| 


ELLE. 










} 
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O/Arrren \a, \Awe\ 


BETTER SHOW at RKO! 


B'WAY 











SECOND BIG WEEK! 


F RICHARD DIX 
/ ANNHARDING 


| “THE CONQUERORS” 


An RKO Radio Picture 
Daily to 2 P.M., 35¢; 
i! P.M. te Close, 55c 


RKO PALAC 


EDDIE 


CANTOR 


in 


“The Kid from Spain” 


TWICE DAILY, 2:45, 8:45 


om. 2°45, 8:45, 11:45 
3 SHOWS un, 2:45, 5345, 845 


RESERVED 


RKO 86 th ST. vex ave 


Wed. te Fri., Nov. 30-Dee. 2 


“RACKETY RAX”’ 


with Victor McLaglen 
Also 


“THE DOCTOR’S 
SACRIFICE” 


O81 st ST. sroadway 


Wed. to Fri., Nov. 30-Dec. 2 

“RACKETY RAK” 
with 

Victor McLaglen 

Greta Nissen 











B'WAY 
at 47th 


ALL es 














O xX . a H AVENUE 
AT 60tr STREET 
A New—A Greater 


CLARA BOW 
CALL HER SAVAGE 


On Stage: LA VALSE by Ravel 
(First Time in America) 
Roxy Orchestra 
New Low Prices—35e to | P. M. 
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= I'm Telling You egg rpc ee Fri 
Ee u r rars Fro ic Des é riasters 
~s | Wild Animal Battles 
n- By JACK OSTERMAN Mexico City, Nov. 25. mem 
‘ ‘ | Proposition to ban prize, bull and | 
cock fights and battles between wild) Hen Fruit inion Starts Week of Trouble 
ME SWEET HOME. Ww animals as public shows in the Fed- 
— i Seleat The Sure ay 4) eral District, which includes Mexico | But Friars Will Stick 
ne hag, ” pee. Daye to | City, backed by several members of | 
gee you soon again, but socially.” In cashing a sizeable check |the Federal Chainber of Deputies, | + 
ut Mac was the head night nurse at a New York bank last week, has been given the ice by the Fed- | es ; 
a set Rein “naan el" huahee, one of the gold-backs paid out eral Government. 2-for-1 Splicings The Friars got gummed up in 
= thank God. Well, we are home now was a large size $500 bill. Re- . ee , disagreed wan = P b. r. trouble last week, the club be- 
ee : mark was passed that the ponsors contention that such spec- | : , oe ale ing smacked around twice in that 
‘or and starting on our second week in dough was out of the old tacles degrade John Citizen. Back- _ Minneapolis, Nov. 28. ae ; 
100 | ped. We've been in bed so long it |] stocking ers of plan pointed to a presidential | Wi the Seprosnion cutting 95 wtes. See ae Whe eer 
iin ; ’ i Anan aati edict issued back in '16 which pro- | deep into biz, a loop mission for butter, eggs and a bit of cheese, 
ase eres ee ‘Yeh probably dug up by a hibited bull fights In the District. || bere is advertising ‘special hollered copper and the judge 
Woods. That Medical Arts is a swell aainliehiinen. gmemh® ‘ Edict was abolished when a rates on wedding ceremonies.’ okayed a_ receivership. Hyman 
it, spot if such a thing as a hospital 2 — next president took charge a year|| | ERTS 26. ie Sues of Se Sues, & ens ale Sree 
ft ean be called swell. It hasn’t that after it was issued. puilding announce that the was named to do the receiving, if 
a any news but we did and told him. _ usual $2 fee for performing the any. 
a cold’ white bed atmosphere. Our (It’s the newspaper in us), Charlie ~ M e marriage ceremony has been gut the club goes frolicking on. 
room resembled a room we once had | yorrison sent us a wire and PAID Anti- arathon Drive cut to a single buck for a Then a bank got worried about its 
th in a hotel on the interstate circuit. |for it nearly causing us a relapse. limited period. che rat of page eg ag oe he 
Jack (two on the aisle) Pasternack : d OFSClOSsUre. isn e interest bu 
mn Remember the Interstate where ecm coe nome tee rs were do- San Diego, Cal., Nov. 28. - the principle of the thing that the : 
“ six weeks used to bloom for Celia? ing, while Bob Milford, Jessel’s First step in a statewide cam- San Diego Stands Pat Bank for Savings wants. Mortgage f 
™ ; Then Charlie Freeman knocked it|manager-cousin and financial de- Eaeivah eumeosete mae as aye - foo yhoge’ in Fe year 
stroyer, gave us the startling news| * irance contests wi e On Walk ho B ,and the boys were sort of expect- ; 
. off omy to de aifraeragten be Bend mane wean, rat Bat would be back > the taken Tuesday when city council at n an ing something might happen. Bank 1 
r, : in New York where he left sonny Mesashount mint week ashe eottias will hold an open hearing before forgot about it, until the butter and +] 
a. ' when the powers to be decided to too old to find new stage doors. voting on revocation of the measure egg fellow, George Ehlenberger, 
a ‘ bring vaudeville back...... to the|/Gene Rodney, head of the Blue|‘#@t now permits these gruelling San Diego, Cal., Nov. 28. pulled the string. 
a. } hes Make Kitchen, told they were very blue “en . Turning down a petition asking Saturday’s Blowout 
i hat Fi o on account of being so far in the Pc we gaa drive, with picture | for repeal of the city ordinance pro- Everything is progressing for the 
see res Way red, and Dave Marks brought us il take rr - eens, hibiting walkathons or similar en- | »!owout to be held Saturday (Dec. 
To get back to the hospital, (who | toys which we gave to the wife and ot ake in every town and county Seinen sebhesin and Genie 6 veci, 0, SO Sant ee Ae 
in ; told her o hurr Our Aunt where endurance contests are per- aurance contests, and denying a re- who'll be toasted i the ai P 
a hell wants to?) we'll never for- er t y up. d in the main hall of 
4 me bes wee : : _|Lillian was the only one who mitted. quest that a blanket license be|the Monastery. For the receiver 
Ly get that first day. We will never|),ougnt us cigars. . ~~ granted to permit the staging of | the affair will be strictly private, so 
t. forget that room, filled with flowers. Cheated Stick-Upper such a spectacle within the year,| far as the auspices go and if there 
d ae : ; : ‘ : San Diego city council last week|is any coin made Mr. Bushel will 
at Here we are, wy a a +" puiaed The Mail Arrives—Who Said Ladies ‘ Biddebord, Me., Nov. 28. | took tg med aiaume poe ia ro have hard time Wetee 66 aval a: 
a eee eS First? ‘Edward H. Rice, Central theatre | statewide drive to eliminate these|It is the Saturday Nite Boys own 
ealled up or sent cigars. All those Pain or no pain we still oot manager, Biddeford, gave a bandit | gruelling exhibitions. Council ac-|shindig. Wives and sweeties will be 
n boys that we had done favors for | ead the mail that was sent us. Izzy — par gy beeper ype yo to the the- | tion followed an open hearing, at | permitted to attend. 
“ in the past didn’t forget, which (Louisville's leading news dealer) | tre safe, slipped out while the man | which protests against removing the| The Friars say it’s the depression. 
= ‘ Goodman forwarded, Bert Lahr and | W8S manipulating the lock, and gave present restrictions were lodged by | Many a member hasn’t worked for 
thrilled us to the bone. Then there! Mercedes, Montgomery and Moore, | the alarm. When Rice returned with | theatre interests, members of the|a long spell and others have been 
was that beautiful basket of fruit| Brendel and Burt, Al and Fanny | Officers the bandit was gone, but the | parent-Teacher association, and| paying a couple of bucks a week to 
o : from Jake Shubert and all those ~ Ne a: hme “— a meee money was not. — etvie gree : it aver pi Ragen age. 8 ay _ _— 
ha we 5 : . -b.D., - ‘ampaign agains walkathons, ose who cou affor oO c n 
“4 lovely messages from people we had | | 104°; favorite son, wrote in Bren- MARRIAGES etc., will be carried into every coun-|on the dues and didn't, were told 
t played benefits for. nan and Rogers, but claimed he was : ty, city and town where endurance |to scram. About 300 members went 
6 Then there was that terrific sat- | undecided himself as to whether ee —— to Harry Vincent | spectacles are now permitted, and | off the rolls, but with the 600 re- 
s isfaction to know that none of these|h@ was right; while Frank Ells- | P¢ =e ox cameraman, Nov. 19/is part of the drive launched by | maining the governors had it ali fig- 
d b toned things occurred as| Worth Hatch of Boston, mailed in in Hollywood. Bride is a non-pro. | theatremen and others to keep out- | ured out the club would operate at | 
above mentione & Cressy and Dayne, Jim and Bonnie ater Jenkins, of San Francisco, | sige promoters from mopping up. an even break or maybe better. And £ 
we slowly came out of the ether. |Thornton, Sam and Kitty Morton ncancnge 4 oo a office, will| It is reported the San Diego pro-|s80 what with new members things i 
° , and the first team or them all, A¢am | ™4"ry Helen Campbell, 17-year-old | moters who sought to have the em- | would be better. Little they knew 
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to open a few more floors. If that’s 
the case the poor mugg on the 19th 
floor will get his dinner for break- 
fast. 


Get Your Patient, Dead or Alive 


We had two _ special private 
hurses and our own personal bar- 
ber, Sam (Rialto Barber Shop) 
Gross (Okay, Ed. we'll pay for the 
ad) who came up and shaved us 
every day besides having our own 
manicurist. Well, what the hell, 




















went to press, Roosevelt talked with 
Hoover, Robins (the dry agent not 
the walking music store), was found 
in Ashville and a guy named Fran- 
cis Lederer in ‘Autumn Out of Fo- 
cus’ was proclaimed a new matinee 
idol all during the time we were 
under the junk. It just goes to 
show you what a sap you are to 
worry about anything. As we 
looked out of our window facing 
6th avenue, we noticed people rush- 
ing here and there:...It was 7 in 
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No lack of showmanship at those Southern California football games 
on the coast that attract weekly attendance from 50,000 up during the 


pigskin season. 
as the game itself. 


The show put on between the halves is often as good 
Example of the showmanship was manifest at the 


some later date. Latter sum would 
include back interest and taxes. 
Clubhouse cost $500,000, Through 
the proposed procedure the Friars 
can operate at one-half the fixed 
charges that applied before the de- 
pression. 

The books indicate that Ehlenber- 


butter and eggs in the past four 
years. For some reason the dealer’s 
sales to the club had doubled the 
previous bills. Because of that and 


Roosevelt's elected, isn’t he? The | the morning....we had just finished 
| two nurses were Canadians. One | our broken down breakfast... .lights | USC-California game. the length of time Ehlengerber had 
from Kingston, the other from|/in the Warwick were going out as When time was called a group of students, costumed as Orientals, | the club’s patronage, the receiver 
ship action was unexplainable. 


Montreal. 

One of the heads of the joint was 
from Vancouver and our own Doc 
Taube was from Toronto, so you 
see we were sort of Royal Mounted. 
We don’t want to talk about our 
operation even though Eddie Cantor 
made a whole scene of one in 
“Whoopee”’...... (By the way, won- 
der how his latest operation is doing 
at the Palace?) However it was a 
little more serious and painful than 
we expected winding up with stitch- 
es in both feet. Eddie Darling visit- 
ed us and his diagnosis was that we 
got that way from kicking about 
billing. 


Visitors Allowed 


We had visitors all long 


day 





Abe Lyman and guests were prob- 
ably getting ready for bed....the 
Paramount clock, which oddly 
enough hasn't Burns and Allen’s 
name on it, was wrong again, and 
a stone’s throw from our eyesight 
the big, dark electric sign spelling 
out the once magic name, Ziegfeld. 
Symbolic that those lights should 
be out, too. So we rolled over on 
our good side and in our own 
‘Strange Interlude’ manner asked 
our young self what the hell we had 
to complain about? The answer 
came back good and loud. ‘Not a 
damn thing.’ But we found out one 
thing, partner, nobody worries much 
about you in this world while you’re 
lying down, so it’s up to you to stay 
on your feet. 








trudged across the field to the strains of flute music to eventually halt 
at a spot near the sideline where following a few mysterious passes 
they uncovered a small section of the ground, which not one in a thou- 
sand in the audience knew disguised a flight of stairs to a tunnel run- 


ning under the field. 


Out of here in a magic carpet effect ran the 135 


colorfully costumed members of the Trojan band. The stunt got a great 


hand, 





Recent hey-hey parties for the newspapers scribes by a theatre and 
another in behalf of a screen star have revived a demand among the 


boys for champagne. 


These two evening teas were the first in a long 


time at which corks popped, with the theatre session topping on gener- 
osity anything since depression started cutting out parties. 


A unique angle with this party was insistence by 


iis sponsor that 


the barkeep dish out the champagne so that the newspaper men 


wouldn’t be finding someone else drinking it all up 
the news boys could have anything they wanted, 


giggle water as they could stand. 


His orders were 
including as much 


A major film company tossed a party the same night but when word 


got around the champagne was at the theatre doings, 


everybody started 





There is likely to be a reorganiza- 
tion of the Friars. It may be mere- 
ly a change of corporate identity, 
but the name will be retained. Ac- 
tual title of the organization is the 
National Association of Friars. A 
letter sent to members early this 
week reflects the confidence that the 
club will survive its present difficul- 
ties. It read: 

Nov. 26, 1932. 
To the Friars: 

Don’t become alarmed for 
the safety and welfare of the 
Club because of rumors—re- 
ceiverships—etc. 

Our Club is something more 
than bricks and mortar in a 
building or butter and eggs in 
the kitchen. 
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Popped in to see us, couldn't find 


ger had been paid about $40,000 for. 
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Broadway 


Jim Lundy living in the Bronx. 

Hal Horne had his Thanksgiving 
in Lindy’s. 

Plenty of Thanksgiving 
overs this year. 

Smut Xmas cards show up again. 
Mostly last year's holdovers. 

Elliott McManus turned down a 
good job offered by E. W. Ham- 
mons, 

Frank H. 
nothing but 
license. 

Joseph M. Schenck, east for 
Thanksgiving, returns to the coast 
for Christmas. 

Lou Silvers leads the FioRito or- 
chestra in San Francisco for the Al 
Jolson Vroadcasts. 

Rita Weiman and Mickey Marks 
celebrating their anniversary on 
Thanksgiving day. 

Bobby Seidelman, son of the 
Paramount foreign chief, broke his 
wrist while skating. 

Hy Daab has skeletonized a melo- 
drama for the screen. He will also 
turn it into a novel. 

Margaret Mullen 
smartly by a leading 
in a suburban tryout. 

Owner of a speak stated he had 
not seen so much money in sight 
since election for years. 

Alice Glazer, after five dizzy New 
York weeks, has decided she'd bet- 
ter go home to Hollywood. 

That Mr. Glad started the Long- 
acre Square breadline thing one 
night last week. Attendance poor. 

Button offen Jimmy Gillespie's 
vest snapped off at La Hiff’s Tavern 
and almost hit John Fogerty in eye. 
Jack Robbins lands in Montreal 

on the Empress of Britain the end 
of the month and back here by the 
first. 
* Sliding Francis Lederer’s name in 
lights at the Morosco where ‘Au- 
tumn Crocus’ is playing. He's the 
big idea. 

Louie (Eppyv) Epstein gave up 

selling those minnie radios and will 
handle the Eddie Cantor vaude 
roadshow. 
‘ Lou Goldberg's shindig at Mort- 
gage Manor, as he calls it, in Scars- 
dale, was a wow success, but no 
casualties. 

Edna Ferber sailed for London 
Friday to join her writing side- 
kick in ‘Dinner for Eight’s’ presen- 
tation there. 

Dewey Bloom looking at B’way on 
his way to Bermuda. Been in Can- 
ada the past two years putting over 
British picts. 

Edwin Ziegler, Met. manager, 
coming down Fifth ave. the morn- 
ing after the opening with a cat- 
and-canary smile. 

Joey Keith’s wife broke two fin- 
gers on right hand while walking 
the dog, a big chow who resented a 
kiss from a police dog. 

A Spanish night Thursday (1), to 
which Span. society is_ invited, 
planned for ‘Kid from Spain’ at 
Palace, New York. 

Larry Cowan no likee people who 
drive their cars faster than 15 m’s 
an hour, with horse-drawn car- 
riages just as well with him. 

Halsey Raines and his boy scouts 
fin Metro went up to Harlem to see 
a show but the tenant was evicted 
before they got by the boxoffice. 

Ii the Broadway producers don’t 
hurry, threatens Laura Hays, she’s 
going to leave them flat and go 
back to Paris where they appreciate 
her. 

Ben Yuberall, who started with 
the first Broadway cabaret before 
booze went out, is now thinking of 
running a dance hall as booze is 
coming back. 

When Kate Smith got ready to 
report at the Paramount studio in 
Hollywood for her first feature pic- 
ture she was told to be there at six 
in the morning. 

Eugene J. Zukor is a partner in 
the lately formed New York Stock 
Exchange firm of Strauss, Phillips 
& Co. Others are Sidney H. Strauss 
and Lloyd Phillips. 

George Brown out of the French 
hosp and out and about, although 
taking it easy prior to shoving off 
for the coast with Harry Cohn, the 
Columbia Pictures prez. 

Sam McKee, veteran showman 
and newspaperman, will be ten- 
dered a dinner next Sunday (4) by 
the Elks, No. 1 lodge, on the occa- 
sion of his 65th birthday. 

Walter Winchell wasn’t boast- 
ing with the Triple Threat under 
his signature over the review of 
‘Music Hall Varieties.’ It meant 
Richman, Lahr and Damita. 

Amike Vogel, who got washed 
out of Fox in the last tidal wave, 
going to Florida for the winter. 
Hasn't had a vacation in years and 
taking it while he has the coin. 

Ivy Lee’s public relations office 
downtown with its autographed col- 
lection of tycoons’ photographs is 
one of the most impressive flashes 
yet to wear down sales resistance. 

‘Here come the fighting Irish,’ 
said Ted Husing into the mike, 
radioing the Army-Notre Dame 
game. And so one Mick was in the 
first team squad—Murphy is the 
name. 

Joe Laurie at the Benny dinner at 





hang- 


trying to get 
1933 auto 


Elderge 
7's on his 


right 
role 


doing 
woman 


- the Friars gave his opinion of a per- 


former on the sustaining radio pro- 
gram. Joe is pretty rough and 
tough, although right on that sus- 
taining thing. 

When "uth Morris quit to go into 
the ager<yv, she rejoiced she would 
not have to rush around to all the 





| 


ishows. One of her first jobs was 
going to the Hippodfome—and 
that’s some job 

An Alco’ victoria auto, 21 years 


old. with a high-hat driver and two 
elderly women in the rear seat, goes 
through Central Park every pleas- 
ant afternoon. Looks almost as 
funny as a hansom cab. 

Jack Ostermar out of the Medical 


Arts hosp and will be laid up a 
couple of weeks with his heelitis 
at home. Mary Daly Osterman 


thoughtfully delayed the new family 
addition until Jack got out. 

Paul Host, captain of the Notre 
Dame team, has an ambition to be- 
come a showman. Following his 
graduation this term he’s willing to 
start in the press department or as 
assistant manager. Seems those are 
the kind of ideas they get at South 
Bend. 

A careless idiot—which naturally 
means a young woman—dropped her 
lighted cigaret in the aisle on the 
Saturday opening night of ‘Take a 
Chance,’ at the Apollo. Naturally 
the ushers later put out the blaze. 
Luckily there was no other dumb- 
bell around to yell fire. 

Johnny Perkins kidnapped a 
mugeg and took him to the Colgate- 
Brown game. Nobody mistook 
either of them for college boys, 
but Perkins went in order to pile 
up stories to tell that prospective 
heir, due in February. 

The Mary Phillips whom Sid 
Phillips wanted for his stage ver- 
sion of ‘Maedehen in Uniform’ is 
not his Mary Fhillips. Besides, the 
legit actress had to go west for 
pictures. The producer’s wife is 
just out of the hospital following 
a minor operation. 

Gene Sheldon saw a batch of 
news folk enterting the lobby of 
the ‘Hotel Bradford. He began his 
drunk imitation so well that the 
house dick gave him the bum’s rush 
into chill Tremont street. The 
newsmen, recognizing the vaude- 
villian, made explanations. 

Joe Abrams, young comedian, 
m.c’ing a small-time vaude_ tab 
titled ‘Maids of Manhattan,’ is the 
adopted son of Congressman La 
Guardia. Kid was a party imitat- 
ing nuisance and decided to try the 
pro stage, getting away with it 
quietly for some time now. 

Mark Hellinger is writing his sob 
stories while traveling, so didn’t 
leave as many in advance as every- 
one thought. In one of his stories 
Mark says a 10-month around the 
world trip is too short. From what 
he sees it should be 10 years. That 
won't be much solace to Gladys. 
Maybe she doesn’t care, either. 
Johnny Perkins got pinched in 
front of the Palace for loitering. 
Johnny insisted the cop call the 
wagon. The cop said the wagon 
weuldn’t fit him. Then Johnny told 
the cop to carry him over to the 
station house. Meanwhile the big- 
gest crowd the Palace has drawn in 
a year had assembled. The obliging 
sergeant walked Johnny over with 
the cop tothe station house, where 
the desk lieutenant said Johnny 
didn’t fit the station house either 
and threw him out. The 300-pound 
comic was disappointed because no 
cameramen showed up. 


Toronto 


Grace Webster to Hamilton stock. 
Laura Elston p.a.’ing for War- 
ners. 

Clemence Dane due here next 
week, 

Dewey Bloom 
down. 

New conductor 
Horace Lapp. 
Julian Oliver used to fight bulls 
in Barcelona. 

Harriette (Happy) Ball p.a’ing 
“mpire Players. 

Walsh Sisters and Joe Carr to 
Savarin floor show. 

Phyllis (Victoria) Austin authors 
‘Sunblinds’ (Collins). 

National Costumers’ Ass’n holding 
next convention here. 

All ciggies down a nickle except 
Pall Malls and Gold Flakes. 

Jack Arthur to Chicago to do two 
stage presentations for Oriental. 

Howard Stevenson of Romanelli’s 
orchestra to Gravenhurst with t.b. 

Edith Etigson and Ralph Hyman 
will take the plunge in December. 

William Butler Yeats in town to 
lecture on the Irish national theatre. 

Laurie (‘Telegram’) McKechnie 
always takes a morning canter in 
the park. 

Government knocks 40 cents a 
quart off Scotch and rye and 30 
cents off gin. 

Dolores (‘Vanities’) 
to delight the t.b.m. 
Uptown days. 








having a break- 


at Imperial is 


Grant used 
in those old 


Katherine Cornell shelves To- 
ronto with ‘Lucrece’ try-out and 
local critics chafing. 

Clara Whipple starred in Con- 


ness-Till Film Co.’s first flick here 
which late Paul Bern directed. 
Andy (‘Star’) Hamilton makes 
pin-money by writing high-brow 
scientific articles for the mags. 
Kim Beattie banqueting Gord 





(‘Variety’) Sinclair for latter's 
‘Foot-loose in India’ travel-tome, 








Ike Blumenthal back in Paris. 
Joselito giving a Spanish dance 
recital. 


Marie Glory postcarding from 
Vienna, 

Dave Souhami waiting for Joe 
Seidelman. 


One of the Kitchen Pirates boys 
learning Egyptian. 

Americans back from Rome talk- 
ing well of Sandra Ravel. 

Wooden watches the new craze 
and selling freely at $14 up. 

Moussia (Marquise de Breteuil) 
hostess at the rue Marbeuf bar. 

Marcelle Chantal to play straight 
comedy in Brussels and elsewhere. 

Jack Campbell to see Paris on 
his way from Stockholm to Holly- 
wood. 

Florence Walton rushing her me- 
moirs to the press to beat Maud 
Allan. 

Jean Daumery in and out of Paris 
and preparing Warner's local pro- 
duction. 

Lee Planskoy very busy whilst in 
Paris, and spending most of his 
time in London. 

Solange Bussi talking sweetly of 
her former assistant, Belgazou (Co- 
lette de Jouvenel). 

Luigi Pirandello and Saul Colin 
members of the old guard at Quir- 
nal, Italian eatery. 

Georgie Hayes now wise to the 
ways of local chisellers and beating 
them at their own game. 

Evelyn Arden back in town, and 
to go to Switzerland when the vet 
permits her dog to travel. 

Mrs: Buchet, wife of the coal 
magnate who financed ‘Nuits de 
Carrefour,’ at Pirandello’s opening. 
Graff's beer emporium near the 
Moulin Rouge soon to have strong 
opposition from its former man- 
ager, Paul. 

The Kastners to live in a swell 
boarding house until the plasterers 
make way for them in their new 
apartment. 

Rosie Dolly and Irvin Netcher 
having supper at a table next to 
Yves Mirande and Sammy Pierce, 
and off to London, 

Billy Cellestin introduced to 
Maria (Gamby) Gambarelli on the 
station platform before they both 
sail on the Europa. 

According to how some contracts 
are renewed, it will be Paramount 
or Natan studio space for Fox 
French productions. 

Manager Lynde of Haik’s theatres 
rushing the opening of the Rex for 
the impending gala, to be attended 
by President of France Albert Le- 
brun. 

Laudy Lawrence back from 
Vienna whilst the Fiedelbaums are 
driving to the country with golf 
sticks—but not to play golf, Jere 
insists. 

‘Variety’ the only newspaper of- 
fice who knew all the time when 
and where Garbo was in Paris, and 
knew enough about her not to pes- 
ter her. 

An a.k. film angel withdrawing 
money from a film syndicate, but 
renting a private house for a 
scenarist and director whose tal- 
ent3 she admires. 

J. E. Wettereid, Lido press agent; 
Dorothy Smith of the ‘New York 
Herald,’ and Wambley Bald of the 
‘Chicago Tribune’ making sure in a 
short 30-minute telephone com- 
munication that Georgette Simon, 
who will star in ‘Land of Smiles’ at 
the Gaiete Lyrique is the wife of 
Theodore Burns, American. 


Ottawa 


Ambrose Nolan 
quietly and married. 

Leonard Bishop learning French 
with French talkers playing Rideau. 

Mitchell Franklin is attending St. 
Patrick’s College and getting away 
with it. 

Leslie Chance, drama leaguer, 
writing playlets for Ottawa radio 
station. 

Hull murder jury asked for after- 
noon off and attended Laurier thea- 
tre under guard. 

Dominion government asked to 
break up ‘copyright monopoly’ in 
Canada by exhibitors. 

Dewey Bloom, British film p. a. 
has returned to New York on leave 
of absence. Going to rest in Ber- 
muda, 

Ottawa Horse Show, hardy per- 
ennial destined for the discard this 
year, will be held after all, but to 
four days. 

Hector Charlesworth, newly ap- 
pointed National Radio Commission 
chairman, has raised objection to 
being called ‘radio czar.’ 

Masters and Carlton, fmported 
football stars on Ottawa line-up, 
thrown out ‘at end of season for 
playing pro ball in States. 

Revival of professional hockey in 
Ottawa brought out 8,000 to first 
game and 7,000 to second at bargain 
prices. Theatres feeling it. 








slipped away 





Grant Chambers, formerly at Ot- 


tawa Capitol, has become Canada’s 
youngest theatre manager at May- 
fair, just opened at St. John. 

H. H. McElroy, manager of Otta- 
wa fair, stepped out of presidency 
of Canadian Association of Fairs 
and Exhibitions after year’s term. 

Canadian government reported 
export of films valued at $251,000 to 
Great Britain during month of Oc- 
tober, and nobody knows how or 


Montreal 


Tom Cleary all-British this week. 


Charity Drive, second in month, is 
flop. 


Tommy Conway running cabaret 
show. 


Alfred Price dead, big newspaper 
funeral. 

Kennedy Crone soon back in sad- 
dle again. 

Five-cent eatery at last fact in 
this town. . 

Ernie Stone here again from trip 
to England. 

Town flooded with 20c passes for 
main stems. 

Harry Summerfield dickering for 
North End weekly. 

H. Cass in hospital for appendix 
cperation; doing well. 

Tea and cakes another mezzanine 
floor inducement at Loew’s. 

Papers carrying page ads—hard 
liquor price cuts by Q. L. C. 

Louis Bourdon had near-sellout 
on Martinelli, His Majesty's (27). 
Gene Curtis at vaude acts Thanks- 
giving Day supper at Ville de Paris. 

Radio on police cars now installed 
here. Police Chief Dufresne origi- 
nator. 

Harry Felsin leaves local educa- 
tional exchange, to manage Rock 
Island theatre. : 

George Rotzky ran ‘Voice of Is- 
rael’ Saturday night (26) and Sun- 
day a. m. at Palace. 

Railway shops reopen for Christ- 
mas, employing 4,000. Will help 
nabes northeast of city. 

Harry Kaufmann back in town 
with Agnes Ayres girl act, runnning 
four-a-day grind at nabes. 

Kit-Kat cabaret closed Wednes- 
day (23) for fourth time in three 
months, each time under new man- 
agement, 

Myrtle Cook records own loss of 
amateur standing in resolution by 
Women’s Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion of Quebec, of which she is sec- 
retary. 

George Bernard Shaw, world- 
cruising next month Empress Brit- 
ain will be ringer for Neptune at 
time-honored crossing Equator ob- 
servance, 

Ernest Cousins guarantees next 
two dividends, United Amusements, 
at 40c. This is third dividend cut 
from 50c, but organization is only 
Canadian theatrical company to 
maintain dividends. 











Reno 





Gne night club has_ survived 
slump and is playing to fair crowds 
with little dough. 

Jim McKay, big-shot gambler, 
ready to put up 200 grand to help 
open Reno’s banks. 

‘Tom and Jerry’ now on tap in 
speaks at fcur-bits a mug and has 
backed beer off the boards. 

John Wanamaker’s new $40,000 
Reno house nearing completion. Ex- 
pects to live here part of year. 

Alice Joyce Regan files suit for 
divorce against James B. Regan. 
Married in New Crleans in 1920. 

Grand jury still in session indict- 
ing murderers and also looking into 


financial status of Reno and 
county. 

P. A. McCarran, new United 
States senator from Nevada, is 


state’s foremost orator and may do 
a Bryan act in Congress. 

Two more murders added to fast- 
growing crime list during past week 
and D. A. is getting ready to holler 
for more assistants to keep up with 
murder trials. 

Matt Penrose, prison warden 
stages invitation show at prison 
yesterday (28) when John Hall is 
gassed in gas house for murder. 
Sixty invitations issued. 

Kendrick Johnson, attorney friend 
of Ruth Elder, has polished up his 
shiner, gathered at Ruth’s divorce 
decree party, and the much married 
aviatrix has departed for New York. 

William A. (Bill) Kelly, one time 
prohipition administrator for Cali- 
fornia and Nevada during Wilson 
administration, scheduled to pe new 
internal revenue collector for 
Nevada. 

George Wingfield tells banks de- 
positors that he borrowed a thou- 
sand from Jim McKay to pay his 
taxes despite fact that he has 250 
grand of his own dough tied-up in 
his closed banks in cash deposit. 

Mrs. Olive ‘Tex’ Childers. Texas 
woman oil operator, dropped into 
Reno for a week-end visit on a 
western tour and gave a few friends 


London 


Reilly and Comfort ordering Eng. 
lish dress suits. 

Rose Perfect'’s ambition is to live 
in Paris or Berlin forever. 

Sonny Miller selling a 
number to George Melvin. 

Hazel Mangean Four engaged to 
play pantomime at Newcastle. 

Palladium framing yet another 
Crazy Month, early next year. 

Marion Harris going home short. 
ly, but her kids are staying behind; 

Derrickson and Brown maintain 
there is still some money left in the 
sticks. 

Harry Hall coming from Black. 
pool to give Gruber’s Oddities the 
once over. 

Frank Zeitlin holding up Alan 
Dwan’s sailing, on promise of more 
producing. 

Robert Everett Horton at last 
closed with Gainsborough for a film 
appearance. 

Dorothy Hyson, daughter of Dor- 
othy Dickson and Carl Hyson, set 
for pictures. 

Several changes expected in the 
‘Sunday Dispatch’ editorial depart. 
ment shortly. 

Likely Pat Aza will be out of the 
Leicester Square theatre as pro- 
ducer shortly. 

Anthony’ Buschell, Cnglishman 
himself, thinks plenty of waste in 
British studios. 

James Agate, after seven years ag 
dramatic critic for British Broad- 
casting Corporation, is out. 

Wheeler Twins, with the Patri« 
cola act, intend staying in England, 
as they have offers to work. 

Condos’ Brothers’ staging the 
dances for Pearl Osgood and Roy 
Royston for Joe Sach’s ‘Smiles.’ 

Billy and Elsa Newell cannot get 
together on salary with General 
Theatres, and both sides adamant, 

Frolics, latest London night joint, 
has been renamed Casa Nuova, 
Thus far it has been an unlucky 
spot. 

Weston Drury, British Interna- 
tional casting director, frequent 
visitor at the Palladium Monday 
nights, 





comedy 





Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





Broadhursts house hunting. 

Betty Compton & Co. back to 
Cannes. 

Champagne galas down to four 
bucks per. 

Maxim's done over into a nickel 
beer jernt. 

‘Scarface’ did two weeks with sue 
perimposed titles. 

Dag in Germany pining for a ‘Vae 
riety’ and Cannes. 

Harold Lloyd voted best behaved 
Hoolywooder on tour. 

Mrs. D. H. Lawrence back, claime 
ing plenty of Coast offers. 

Somerset Maugham back to Villa 
Mauresque, happy over his London 
hit. 
Robert Hichens in from Egypt 
for two weeks, but Pal Knittle has 
gone to Lausanne. 

Lucien Muratore, the singing 
mayor of Biot, pottery town, back 
from Paris prosperity prosperity. 

Grand Duke Alexander reading 
‘Fun in Bed,’ but still living on came 
phor injections. 

Maxes Schuster and Eastman 
penciled into Vallia Variety for a 
split week awaiting ‘Rex's’ sailing. 

Edouard VII, new chain house 
carrying English talkers on a four- 
show basis daily, finding going 
tough 

Paul Bernard, starring in Colette’s 
‘Cheri,’ got off with a few bruises 
in that skid, but g. f.’s car smashed 
plenty. 

Dame still trying to collect 500 
G’s for ‘authoring’ H. G. Wells’ 
‘Outline of History,’ only fly in the 


miel, at Villa Pidou these idyllic 
days. 

Negresco plugging tea dances 
with daily prize. A princess, 


changed daily, does the picking, and 
prize is usually a box of Lina Ca- 
valieri’s face powder. 

Hottest script of the moment is 
‘Princess in Uniform,’ in which a 
White Russian, still under thirty, 
tells of her Lez life while fighting 
in the Uhlan Cavalry vs. Reds. 


— 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 





French house Worth staged suc- 
cessful dress show in Carlton hotel, 
Amsterdam, 

Schiedam distilleries working 
overtime, hoping export loads of gi" 
to wet America. 

Alexander Uninsky, famous pian- 
ist, here. Winner of Chopin-Price. 
Says going to States soon. 

Richard Tauber here; takes Schu- 
bert’s part in ‘Lilac Time’ and also 
singing for microphone of AVRO. 

Lil Dagover and Ernst Deutsch 
appearing this week with own com- 
pany at Princess theatre, Hague, in 
Fodor’s ‘Der Kuss vor dem Spiegel. 

Six-day continuous bicycle race in 
R. A. I. Suilding, Amsterdam, open- 
ing this week. Harold Lloyd firings 
start shot, while Martha Eggerth, 
German film star, assists. Both ap- 





an earful of patter and wisecracks. 





No she’s not looking for a divorce. 


pearing in Tuschinsky Gaiety caba- 
ret, Amsterdam, on gala night. 
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Loop 


Ralph Kettering home im bed. 

Chez Pierre under Mike Fritzel’s 
@irection. 

Merchants promoting big down- 
town toy parade. 

Ben Serkowich 
oysters Rockefeller. 

Johnny Jones may add vaude at 
the Alcyon, Highland Park. 

Niles Trammell and Ben Pratt are 
fraternity brothers from dear old 
Sewanee. 

Tris Speaker, ex-baseballer, com- 
pany mer. of ‘Merry Widow,’ on 
gick leave. 

Dr. Max Thorek is having a one- 
man photographic exhibit in Kroch’s 
book store. 

Jean Paul King put four karats on 
the missus finger for their fourth 
anniversary. 

Art Kassel has a ping-pong table 
in his suite at the Bismarck to en- 
tertain the press. 

Passing of the Paiace, New York, 
brought a sobbing tament in Gail 
Borden's column, 

Marion and Martinez Randall 
have added a third member, Mile. 
Capier, to their act. 

Sam Hare loaned his paraphernalia 
to the Crippled’ Children’s supper 
dance at the Drake hotel. 

L’ Apache is the name of a swanky 
new speakeasy, one of the first in 
the New York manner hereabouts. 

Beanpole Palmer, pianist at the 
Yankee Doodle Inn, college hang- 
out, has gone to Detroit for more 
dough. 

A booker that nobody ever heard 
of sent 11 people to the Echo, Des 
Piaines, to play to an audience of 45 
customers. 

Corey Lynn has returned to town 
and the Jeffery Tavern, from which 
point WBBM will send him 
CBS hrice weekly. 

Ss. W. Manheim left ‘The Merry 
Widow’ for Cleveland, where the 
Musicians’ Union wants to talk 
turkey about Manheim reopening 
the closed State there. 

Lina Basquette was willing to 
pose for a publicity still dancing 
with one of Fred Scarlett’s Chim- 
panzees, but the owner said it would 
upset the chimps emotionally. 

Bill Boyden, critic of ‘The Chi- 
cagoan,’ wore his overcoat all dur- 
ing ‘The Merry Widow’ and Carol 
Frink retained her mink wrap. Ma- 
jestic furnace wasn’t doing well. 

Edwin Levin, B&K, cracked the 
Sunday ‘Times’ feature section with 
a yarn about Georgia chain gangs. 
By a remarkable coincidence, ‘I Am 
a Fugitive’ was about to open at the 
United Artists. 


Miata 


By Frank J. Miller 





has discovered 








$7,350 fire on Avalon stage. 

Ed Gallinagh doing Riverside pub- 
Neity. 

Ola Emergency Hospital being 
razed. 

R. V. Anderson has left Warners 
for Hammond, Ind. 

Ralph Kettering once worked on 
the Milwaukee ‘Free Press.’ 

Jim Higler, the Davidson’s man- 
ager, never seems to get any older. 

Ted Stanford replaced at Apple- 
ton Warner house by Bunny Som- 
mers. 

J. C. Lund has been replaced at 
Warner’s Kenosha house by Floyd 
Marrow. 

Donaid Larson and Edward Bart- 
log assisting Tony Thenee in the 
Davidson box office. 

Larry Lawrence mighty chesty 
these days. It’s a new daughter, 
and her name is Caroline Ann. 

City employees in for a further 
cut. Now donating 10 per cent of 
= salaries to unemployment re- 

ef. 

Chas. Loewenberg, advertising 
manager for Fox Midwesco, on sick 
oer Christy Wilbert batting for 

im. 

Federated Jewish charities and 
Community Fund beneficiary’s of Ed 
Wynn’s Tuesday night broadcast at 
Davidson. 

Mimi Du Bois, at one time on 
‘Journal’ and ‘Leader’ staffs, mar- 
ried to Geo. W. Bolton of New York 
Evening Post. 

Frederic March will pick the four 
most beautiful coeds at Wisconsin 
university, his alma mater. They’re 
all beauties nowadays. 

Mayor Daniel Hoan calls show- 
houses ‘theaytres.’ He’s Irish, but 
has held the head man’s job in this 
German town for many moons. 

Arthur Siegel, assistant to Asst. 
Gen. Mgr. Hanken for Warners, 
changed to New Jersey zone. Suc- 
ceeded here by Harold Mirisch. 

Choice corners once more in the 
limelight for wet spots, now that 
Milwaukee breweries are all ready 
to go into action with the real stuff. 

Margaret Stanton, once a reporter 
for the ‘Leader’ and ‘Sentinel,’ de- 
serted journalism for her former 
love, the ballet. Now a half of 
Margot and Irene. Opens at the 
Plaza, Havana, New Year's Eve. 

larry Minturn picking some of 
the older hits for revival by his Ma- 
jestic stock company. And some- 
body picked $15 out of his pocket 
at the Hotel Astor, where he spends 
the few minutes he has away from 
the theatre. 

Auto show to be held in Eagles’ 


over 








ballroom instead of Milwaukee Au- 
ditorium, as in other years. Con- 
siderable agitation as a result on 


the ‘part. of the building inspector 
who does not think Eagles’ head- 
quarters the place for that kind of 
a show. 

Motion picture industry of Wis- 
consin and Upper Michigan gave a 
benefit frolic for its needy at the 
Hotel Schroeder Nov. 26. Proceeds 
went to the sick and benefit fund. 
Last year this group raised $45,000 
for the city unemployment fund. 
This year it is looking after its own 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 








Tom Dick lives in Tulsa and 
works in Oklahoma City. 

Bert Stern is in Lincoln, 
but. what for we don’t know. 

Bill Lincoln wants the legislature 
to prohibit the use of the name of 
Abe. 

Paul Townsend is the only thea- 
tre manager in town that wears 
spats, 

Otis Roberts is receiving con- 
gratulations over a nice oil well in 
Louisiana. 

Frank McCabe has never seen a 
saloon in his entire life, but ex- 
pects to soon, 

Alta M. Avery says that the pic- 
ture business can get along without 
him fer a while. 

Pat McGee can ¢all the first name 
or initial of every one he greets as 
an acquaintance. 

Cecil Hall never loses a pencil. 
Often has as many as a dozen in 
his vest pockets. 

Dell Cruz spent her vacation in 
Minco. and found the old home town 
booming along swell. 

Jimmie Mattern of round the 
world fame, is now designated as 
Col. James A. Mattern, 

Lee Blondin’s real name is 
Blanding; he adopted Blondin 
early in the old circus days. : 

An Oklahoma City theatre - has 
added ear phones to a number. of 
its seats, so that even the deaf can 
hear. 

Fred Young, auto dealer, cannot 
understand why. others do not grasp 
immediately the simplicity of dual 
radio. 

Gayle Grubb has written three 
popular song hits and keeps a col- 


Neb., 





lection of the ways his name is 
spelled. 

Tulsa business men insulted Gov- 
enor Murray, so he felt, when they 
asked him to use federal aid labor 
to build a golf course. 

Wilma Pipkin thought it was 
Christmas the other day when four 
boxes: of candy arrived at her box 
office window simultaneously. 

Galena, Ks., has a curfew law re- 
quiring kids under 16 to stay in- 
doors unless accompanied by grown- 
ups. Will hit the theatres hard. 
Oklahoma legislature convenes in 
January, and whether the Okla- 
homa theatres will suffer in conse- 
quence thereof, only God knows. 

Add to crusty requests that of a 
man with no phone in his home, 
who called Mrs. Levia Smith, prin- 
cipal of Wilson school, and asked 
her if she would inform his small 
daughter to tell his wife he would 
not be home for lunch. 


Baltimore 


Hon Nickel even gets along with 
the guys who are picketing his 
house. 

Though having resigned weeks 
ago, Lillian Dietz is still secretary- 
ing at the Hipp. 

Abe Cohen appears to have 
dropped his idea of reopening the 
Princess at this time. 

Jake Goldenburg reminiscing 
about the old days of burlesque and 








‘his winning roadshows. 


Henry Hyde finally finished his 
long narrative discourse on Mary- 
land, county by county. 

Herman Blum still taking time 
out from his Allied brow-furrowings 
to redecorate his Idle Hour. 

Harry Henkel keeping Ford's 
booked consecutively as befits the 
dean of local show business. 

H. L. Mencken devoted his regular 
Monday article to a tearful elegy 
of Albert Hildebrandt, deceased 
local violin-maker, 

Covering themselves with an edu- 
eational cloak, symphonies and 
operas locally will escape the fed- 
eral tax on amusements, 

Len MacLaughlin eglips out of 
town on week-ends now, hopping up 
to New York mostly to see about 
shows for the Auditorium and Mary- 
land. 

In the shift of Loew’s locally, 
Fred Greenway moves from the 
Stanley to the Century, while Rob- 
ert Senft flips to the Penn, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Battle over possible increase in 
taxes on the pari-mutuels, with the 
track men stating that further tax- 
ation will legislate racing out of 
Maryland, and kill the goose that 
lays $750,000 worth of tax eggs an- 
nually. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 





Raiding drug: stores. 

Cut prices helping Liberty stock. 

One cent sales get plenty of play. 

Jiggs Pierce is out with Coop- 
Pub. 

Neb. wins the Big Six for third 
year. 

Panhandling not as heavy 
year. 

The 
fired, 

Invitation 
common. 

Bob 
something. 

Florence Gardner is the roadshow 
arranger here. 

Leo Beck the first Neb. orchestra 
in the Chermot. 

Johnny Printup is the best one- 
armed entertainer, 

Jack Story, wintering here, is do- 
ing a toyland clown. 

Pert Stern’s claim to attention is 
an overcoat with 1-foot plaids. 

Erpi Hawes and his bride of six 
weeks, playing checkers evenings. 

Skip Dean. does'a mechanical man 
an hour and a half without batting 
an eye. 

Raised 80 bushels of potatoes for 
poor at a Stuart spud morning 
show. 

Phillip Brandon and Isabelle Os- 
good closed with Liberty Players; 
both into Chi. and then N. Y. 

Say ene woman here is such an 
ardent prohibitionist she wouldn't 
wear a wine-colored coat she got 
for a birthday present. 

Pilled Frank Carideo strong in re- 
run of ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ which 
opened same day he brought his 
Missouri team to town. 

Walter A. Dalson, recently killed 
in an auto accident, succeeded by 
H. C. Smathers as the western state 
representative for ERPE. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 


this 


suit for Rialto rent back- 


pre-vues becoming 








Harold Bauer gives Hub recital) 
Dec, 3, afternoon, Jordan hall. 

Madeline Berlo taking time off 
from: aquatie vode act to rest at 
her Revere home. 

Tom Bailey feted by friends at 
the Statler as he leaves Paramount 
after 16 years to join Fox home 
office staff. 

State theatre art boss, Louis 
Chiarmonte, honeymoon, and, Io and 
behold, Eddie Wiswell, his aide, 
secretly takes him a bride. ; 

John, youngest son of the Presi- 
dent-elect, now at the Croton 
school, takes occasion to deny re- 
port he is to act in the movies. 

Statement made here neither 
RKO house will close, but that 
B. F, Keith’s will drop vode for a 
spell, Keith Boston may follow 
suit. 

Sebastan Braggiotti (of the Brag- 
giottis, Hub society and stage) is 
in cast of Ethel Barrymore’s play, 
‘Encore,’ premiere at Plymouth 
Dec. 5. 

Old-timers recalling when Den- 
nis Joseph Shea, local p.a., was on 
the boards, for instance, 20 years 
ago, when playing in ‘The Man from 
Home.’ 

Frank Tours, musical director of 
‘Face the Music,’ is with the show 
here by special arrangement with 
Paramount, to which he is under 
contract. 

Hollis Dec. 5 has Irene Purcell 
and Arthur Margetson in ‘A Good 
Woman, Poor Thing,’ new comedy 


by Dillard Long; management 
Chas, B. Dillingham. 
To bolster up ‘Cyrano’ (now 


‘Roxane’) J. J. Shubert eager to eqt 
Tibbett, baiting him with $3,000 per 
week offer, and if not the great 
Lawrence, then Chaliapin. 

Ethel Hampton (‘Walk a Little 
Faster’) celebrates a birthday at 
the Ritz-Carlton by having stage 
and newspaper friends in for tea. 
Claire Luce among the impromptu 
entertainers, 

Bela Blau is the Rialto’s current 
Pooh-Bah; he is producer, director 
and co. mgr. of ‘No Money to Guide 
Her.” Raymond O’Brien is second 
with honors as stage mer. and act- 
ing in the cast. 

Nina Navarra, Cocoanut Grove 
nite club dancer, brought linens 
over from Germany with her as 
gifts to friends; now she says linens 
in local shops are cheaper, and she 
will buy lots of same to ship back 
to Germany as Xmas presents to 
relatives. 

American Theatre society an- 
nounces this list of plays for its 
new season at the Plymouth be- 
ginning Monday, Dec. 26: ‘Good 
Earth,’ ‘ There’s Always Juliet,’ 
‘Cri ninal at Large,’ ‘Mademoiselle,’ 
‘A Trip to Pressbureg,’ ‘Biography,’ 
‘Success’ Story,’ ‘Chrysalis’ and 
‘When Ladies Meet.’ 

Katherine Gray, Back Bay gociety 
lass, at the Hollis, meeting Sir John 





Dunn, son of London’s war mayor 


Livingston out of town for |! 





|} ton ‘Daily Record’ rewrite staff, is 


| 
} 


| 
| 


and playing here in “The Chilling- 
tons. As Patty Gray, the Vincent 
club amateur theatricals star was 
one of the rapturous maidens in the 
Gilbert and Sullivan ‘Patience,’ 
sung at this same theatre by the 
New York Civic Light Opera Co. 
recently. Since then—and Miss 
Gray did mighty well—she has 
gained in prestige in the Hub ‘set.’ 

The Fourth Estate has its real 
life heroes. Gil Parker, of the Bos- 


one. Gil, noted in the game from 
Manila to this coast, awoke dazed, 
but his thought was on his duty. 
So he managed to phone his office 
that he was ill, but would ‘snap out 
of it’ and be in—late, but he would 
be in. He did not show up, and 
when they went to investigate (be- 
cause he was never missing before) 
they found him unconscious in his 
room. Gas heater to blame, car- 
bon monoxide poisoning, accidental, 
the cause. He lived long enough 
for his mother, author and lec- 
turer, to arrive here by plane from 
Chicago home. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Both Stanley and Warner return 
to Friday openings this week. 

Little Sonny Marino in action is 
almost a dead ringer for Jackie 
Heller. 

Syrian nite club the latest to make 
a try at it locally, featuring native 
dishes. 

Owen Cleary is back on the job 
at the Fulton after a long siege of 
illness. 

Two-by-four cafes with colored 
entertainment springing up all over 
the hill district. 

Joe Hiller has installed 10 of the 
old Stanley Rockets at his Show 
Boat as a chorus. 

One of the local nite clubs took in 





$18 on a Saturday night. The or- 
chestra got $12 of it. 
Father of Alden Chase, leading 


man at Pitt, is a county school gsu- 
perintendent in Jersey. 

Apple of Mike Cullen’s eye is a 
rain lobby display for ‘Rain,’ which 
he looks after like a father. 

Dorothy Pushey Armstrong denies 
she’s blessed-eventing and blames 
Moe Glanz for starting the rumor. 

Joe Cloud, former art critic and 
special feature writer for ‘Press,’ 
now on the ‘Post-Gazette’ copy desk. 

Mrs. Lew Joseph, wife of Nixon 
treasurer, at the Aldine taking phone 





reservations for ‘Strange Interlude.’ 
Jean Picard, once a ‘Follies’ beaut, 
now teaching fancy steps to kids 
here in a Hill district settlement 
house, 
George Sharp, back with Pitt 
stock, also sponsoring road tour of 


Clarence Freed, Keit-Enge! pluge 

ger, to 'Frisco for 10 days. 

Nina Wileox Putnam tea-ed the 

femme writers at Par last week. 
Henry Goldstone reported better 

and returns to work in a month. 
Marlene Dietrich now tops the fan 

mail list at Paramount, replacing 





| Sylvia Sidney. 


Fuzzy Knight, in Par’s ‘She Did 


Him Wrong,’ is supplying the set 
entertainment. 
Preston Sturges is entertaining 


the Baltimore Dairy Lunch at hia 
home next week. 

Marlo music again has a local rep 
after four months of non-activity. 
It's Jack Mass again. 

Jack Dailey didn’t lose a day 
switching from Fanchon & Marco to 
Radio’s publicity dept. 

Ed Mozart reminiscing at the 
Showmen’s league about the good 
old days of show biz in the east. 
Note to Hollywoodians now in the 
east: They're putting up those tin 
Christmas trees on the boulevard. 

Barney Cohen, Illinois state di- 
rector of labor, here with the family 
for a visit and a glimpse of the stue 
dios. 

When Tiffany Thayer fell off his 
horse the other day, Lowell Shere 
man suggested he ride inside it next 
time. 

Clyde Beatty’s covey of lions at 
Universal masticate 750 pounds of 
hamburger a day. Beatty carries a 
butcher with him. 

Mrs. Victor Clark and son, Wood- 
ruff, have returned from a two 
months’ stay in the east. They 
motored both ways. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., received a map for 
the directions of Emanuel Cohn’'s 
party held at the latter’s home, 
Cohn is renting the Niblo mansion, 

Tammany Young and Al Klein 
both in the Mae West picture, and 
Young’s pet burn is when Lowell 
Sherman, directing, calls him ‘Mr, 
Klein.’ 

Archie Stout, Monogram cameras 
man, rushed up to Sonora, Calif, 
where his father-in-law and broth- 
er-in-law were reported killed in a 
cave-in at a mine they were work- 
ing. 

Nola DeHaas, F-WC chief ’phone 
operator, threw a farewell feed for 
her brother-in-law, Andrew Secrist, 
cornetist with Paul Whiteman’s 
band, who with the Mrs. has been 
visiting here. ; 

Baltimore Lunch had a special 
party last Monday night to listen in 
on Groucho Marx’s first broadcast, 
At the meeting it was discovered his 


initial broadcast is tomorrow 
(Tues). Club listened to Amos ‘n’ 
Andy, 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Bill Roddy was a circus pioneer, 

Andy Sette could double for Prime 
Carnera, 

George Allen goes as hatiess as @ 








‘Left Bank,’ together with George 
Wintz. 

Doris Carson during ‘Cat and 
Fiddle’s’ stay here took most of her 
meals with close friends of the 
family. 

When a singing single came into 
the Show Boat minus a wardrobe, 
Joe Hiller outfitted him in overalls 
at $1.80. 

Night clubs all eyeing New Year’s 
eve and hoping they can recoup 
some early season losses during the 
holiday spree. 

Paul. McGrath, with ‘Love Life of 
the Tiffy’ down, coming back to 
Pitt next week to guest-star in 
‘Devil Passes.’ 

Joan Blair, of the dance team of 
Baron and Blair, sending a flock of 
local blondes to the beauty parlors 
for red locks, 

Michael Bartlett, of ‘Cat and Fid- 
dle’ and a Princeton grad, guest-of- 
honored here at the Harvard-Yale- 
Princeton club, 

Latest benedict in the newspaper 
fraternity Jimmy George, ‘Port- 
Gazette’ reporter, who took the fatal 
step on his vacation, 

Harry Brown and Eddie Sobol had 
some heated discussions about 
what’s wrong with the show biz. 
They ended in a draw. 

A local movie exec, complaining 
of overwork, was asked why he 
didn't look for a new job. ‘Haven't 
got time’ was the reply. 

Dick Powell writes from coast 
he’s living alone now, mother and 
father having left him to return to 
their home in Arkansas. 

When Freddy Zweifel paid Lew 
Joseph a nickel bet, latter framed 
the piece, claiming it was the first 
nickel Freddy ever gave away. 

Brian McDonald, now m. s’ing at 
the Nixon cafe, climbs in and out of 
his glad rags every evening at the 
Variety club, just around the cor- 
ner. 

Moe Glanz denies he ever wanted | 
to be an M.D. Seems his parents 
registered him at medical school 
without his knowledge, but he never 
entered. 

Don't ever mention Kane, Pa., to 
Harry Kalmine, Lou Brager or Joe 
Feldman. They had their Thanks- 
giving dinner there. Doctors say | 
they’ll live. 

Wynn Terry rejoined ‘Show Boat’ 
here after becoming the bride of Dr. 
Kenneth Girdin, New York dentist, 

1 a the } 





at the Little Chureh Around 
T 


‘ ° 
Corner, hank BiViInE Day. 


Yale stude. 

Art cinema reopens, showing fore 
eign films only. 

Freddy Johnson was once a news« 
paperman—almost. 
Acknowledging 
Thanksgiving card. 

New ‘Shuffle Along’ set for Shu« 
bert Thurs. (Dec, 1). 

Par. orch. donated Thanksgiving 
food to needy musicians. 

The old Blue Boy blossoms out as 
the Peter Pan Nite club. 

Jack Sanson’s pappy used to play 
on bills with Eddie Foy. 

There’s a tale behind that derby 
hat of Tony Acquarulo’s, 

Yeggs lifted $100 worth prize 
clocks from Strand lobby. 

Freddy Mack first-nited 
Divorce’ prior to Calif. hop. 

Heavy grippe had Sal Spinelli eate 
ing his turkey from a hosp. cot. 

Billy Phelps enjoying his usual 
round of after-dinner speeches. 

West End club inspected Yale 
theatre as guests of Prof. Baker. 

Walter Lloyd entertained Par, 
home office vice squad last week. 

That somersault Fred Astaire 
takes over that sofa is only a gag. 

Charley Foy’s stooges wore out 
two rummy decks between shows. 

Studes pulled a dismantling act of 
Par. statuary on Yale-Harvard nite, 

Tom King chucked ‘Courier’ city 
desk to secretary hizzoner the 
mayor, 

Ray Quinn takes nites off from 
Par. to swap wallops with other 
amateur pugs. 

Tom Weatherly strolled around 
central streets solo while his new 
show was trying out. 

Locals got a kick out of that 
Grantland Rice sport short made 
here starring Albie Booth. 

Locals wondering about that Shu- 
bert booking of ‘Cyrano’ so soon 
after ‘Roxane’ folded here. 

Angelo Marasco’s song, ‘Sweet- 
heart Don’t Pretend,’ introduced at 
Par., will be published in N. Y. 

Prof. Raffaele Capacelatro, local 
musician, has thank-you letter from 
Austrian Duke Otto for dedicating 
waltz to him. 

Charley Foy’s dressing mirror ale 


Ruth Rowland’s 


‘Gay 





ways sports pictures of the wife 
(Grace Hayes) and the old man 
when he was 12 years old 

College street looked B’wayish 
with Dwight Wiman, Tom Weath- 


jerly, Fred Astaire, Claire Luce, Lue 


ella Gear, Carl Randall and Barbara 
Newberry in town, 


en, eta aed weeer a Gor a 


: 
t 
: 
| 
; 
| 





lias 

















en. Sern Semen news wee 


§ 











VARIETY 








VeMes 


SQUARE 


Tuesday, November 29, 1939 











Phoeni 
——e q Ea A q z e HR 
Vernon Foster in with Fox here. 
New Studio theatre to open here 
before Xmas. 
a Shi # Ts her toe-nails Mi li |}cal p. a.s how it's done in big time 
and wears sandals, Ron hac Bake = — Bear aee 
Lat Blail Fox artist, now a inneapo 1S Catherine I orter, the inte resung 
la ldy fou md time ro R cashier at the UA, goes in the hosp. 
i aay ‘ Sect ‘ x : . 
5 H \ J Court likes to visit By Les oes for a renovation. It’s the appendi, 
en oJ. “ e ‘ =] , 
H liyw 1 Hie’ a banter a Audrey Litell, see to local Film 
Oll Wood >S & < oe ry : , | 
4 | the > P ; , coms rs _ ¢ Tr an- | 
Bettv Fennemore no longer chat- City tw start a Z00 Board of Trade took a fl) y ee = 1 | 
tering over local radio station | Mique E. Cohen, former boxer, is|tiques. Insists only In furniture an¢ 
7 OC oT ning ght chi 10t boy friends. 
Harry Carr, L. A. Times’ col- | opening night club. j no ; ; 
umnist. was recent visitor here Kay Green out of Flame Room | Ruby Baldwin, back at the Tola 
Fanchon & Marco shows to be} and organizing another band. jafter an absence of two years, de- 
resumed here this winter, rumored. Another Language, at Metropol- | nies she was ever in show business. 
Ernest Snodgrass and Ruth Les- | itan, season's third road show. | Hails from Okla. 
lie dancing together on local pro- |} Inter-city high school ehampion- | Book Cadillac sending out 
grams ship football game drew 12,000. land Sorority courtesy cards. Al- 
Many changes being made at Fox Three legit houses combined! lowing cut in cover charge. 
since Charles Bowser placed in| pulled less than 10 grand last week. | Christenberry press agent. 
charge Abbey Irish Players and ‘Of Thee ee — 
Terry Dantzler and his orches-/|[ Sing’ underlined for Metropolitan. 
tra still playing at Mirador four | Bainbridge dramatic stock tried ton 
nights a_week. two-bits top matinee Thanksgiving. 
Joe Thomas came over from | severly Bayne, Bainbridge stock By Rex McConnell 


Grauman’s Egyptian in Hollywood 
to handle Fox pub. 

Edith Mae St. Johns, dance in- 
structor, now married to Nolan Pul- 
liam, school principal. 

Hogan Hancock and His New 
Yorkers playing a month engage- | 
ment at Westward Ho. | 

Local daily staging ‘If I Had a| 
Million’ essay contest. Tied in with | 
Rialto theatre. Tickets as prizes. 

Arizona Biltmore has opened 
winter season with fair crowd reg- 
istered and plenty of reservations 
on hand. 

Robert F. Sheehan staged musical 
revue at Orpheum, using local talent. 
Good advertising packed house but 
show only so-so. 

Harvey L. Mott, literary editor 
on local daily, been ill with flu. 
Bill Turnbow, capitol reporter on 
’nother daily, also flu victim. 


Lon Megargee back from unsuc- 
cessful visit with New York pub- 
lishers. Idling away with canvas 


and brushes at his desert home. 

E. O. Whitman resigned as presi- 
dent of Arizona Press club when 
his organization (Arizona Indus- 
trial congress) folded. He's writ- 
ing stories now instead of pub. 


Washington 


‘Post'-‘Herald’ feud flaming again. 

Carter Barron to Atlanta for 
week. 

Hardie Meakin takes two 
off in one week. 

Jim Moran threatening to 
old Pelican Club. 

S. L. Sorkin taking afternoons off 
to help bride fix up new apartment. 

Madrillon battling Michel for 
Wednesday night theatrical patron- 
age. 

Sammy Brown moves into NBC 
announcing staff replacing Stanley 
Shaw. 





nights 


open 


Musicians’ union moves _ into 
swank new headquarters on 16th 
street. 

‘News’ now carrying phone num- 
bers of radio stations at top of pro- 
grams. 

WJSV “still turning down local 


commercials waiting till bars are let 
down Jan. 1. 

Aylesworth in town to help NBC 
climt on Roosevelt bandwagon at 
Press club party. 

Madrillon brings in Herb Gordon 
and pushes closing up to 2 a.m. to 
get night club crowd. 

Capt. Maines, Will Osborne press- 
man, rates full column on ‘Times’ 
sport page for past baseball career. 

Nine musicians, all in different 
orchestras now, bounced by union 
for playing under scale last summer. 

Dr. Frank Shyne, formerly in the 
front of the house in N. Y., Syracuse 
and Brooklyn, gone osteopathic and 
treating transient thespian trade. 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 





Empire, burlesk, 
weeks. 

‘Fatinitza’ given by the Scottish 
Rite flopped. 

Vita Temple gets the breaks from 
Allen Saunders. 


closed for five 





Art Peterson acclaims  Kate| 
Smith in an interview. 
Rivoli closes Dee. 11 to reopen 


Dec. 23, maybe with vaude. 
We hear Bill Usilton is married 
but don't know where he is. 
Eddie Peabody heads the first of 
F. and M. shows at the Paramount. 
Dick Richards; Blade d. e. had 
Thanksgiving spoiled with three 
shows opening on the same day. 


Dr. Henry J. Doermann, presi- 
dent of U. of Toledo and one of 
the founders of the Civie Music 


league died last week. 

Bumping into Charles Kurtzman, 
manager of the Toledo Paramount, 
we find he is an old ‘Variety’ boy 
proudly displaying his card. 

Mitch Woodbury will spend his 








guest star, a former Minneapolitan. 
Merle Potter, ‘Journal’ drama 
editor, in demand as speaker before 








Palace reopening soon. 
George Riester in town for a day. 





clubs. 

Al Chance, WCCO 
announcer, defendant in a 
action. 

Eddie Kueppers, State press | 
agent, finally back on job after seri- 
ous illness. 

Six-day 


radio station | 
divorce 


bievele races took it on | 


| financial chin this year after heavy | 


1931 
University of Minnesota football 

attendance this season one-third off 

from a year ago. 

‘Star’ critic coined 
describe Olsen-Johnson 
ities at Orpheum. 

Hinda Wausau, 
stripper sensation, 
Gayety as guest star. 

‘Peaches’ Browning to make first 
local appearance with Gayety 
stock burlesque company. 

Picketeers carried banners in the 
loop proclaiming Olsen and Johnson 
‘unfair to organized thinking.’ 

Community Fund drive $144,000 
short of $1,800,000 goal, with 17,000 
fewer givers than a year ago. 

Gayety stock burlesque troupe 
gave complete show in Stillwater 
penitentiary Thanksgiving morning. 

State ads for ‘If I Had a Million’ 
called attention to author, Bob An- 
drews, former local newspaperman. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ cast guests at 


sugar, 


‘insanititis’ to 
nosensical- 


last season's 
returning to 


six-day bicycle race and recipro- 
cated for cyclers after contest 
ended. 


John Dilson doing radio directing 
and acting in addition to direc- 
torial and thespian duties at Shu- 


bert dramatic stock. 

Ralph Branton, former Publix 
New England division manager, at 
home here a few days before as- 
suming similar Iowa post at Des 
Moines. 

Maxwell Anderson's new play, 


‘Sea Wife,’ to have world premiere 








at University of Minnesota, with 
author and Lynn Riggs, also a 
prominent playwright, in attend- 
ance. 
By Ray Budwin 

City liquor laws will be off the 
books Dec. 8 for the first time since 
1915. 


Grecian Gardens, operated by 
Mike Vallas, late dinner joint, has 
folded. 

Frank Finney Columbia wheel, 
who suffered a stroke this fall, now 
doing theatricals. 

Casel Chubb, local singer, got | 
three months in the county jail on 
a statutory charge. 

Terry McDaniel, dist. Fox mer., 
showing himself with a derby, now 
that the election is over, 

Mrs. Ted Coburn (Ora Lightner, 
sister of Winnie Lightner), spent 
several days in city en route to Cali- 
fornia by motor. She was formerly 
with the Met. opera ballet. 

Chas. Potestio, theatre man here 
for more than 25 years, will face 
jury in Superior court Oec. 5 ona 
double murder charge, growing out 
of his killing two men on the street 
Labor Day. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 

Jimmie Gargano went to a feather 
party and all he got was a duster. 

Ainsley Lambert’s wife, Dorothy 
Hild, doubles in costume designing. 

Billy Knight back for a couple of 
weeks, 3rought his beautiful wife. 

Sol Berns celebrated Thankgiving 
and his 24th wedding anni. same 
time. 

Monk Watson goes in the Holly- 


wood Dec. 4 for four weeks. Sol 
Berns booked. 
Roy Kalver is still enjoying the 





vacation in Hollywood this-year in- 
stead of gving to New York if} 
everything pans out favorably. 

Walkathon endec after 97 days! 
with Joe and Marge Van Rahm the} 
winners. Both from Los Angeles. | 
Tommy Gardner, Toledo boy, drew} 
second money. 

No word has come out as to who 
won the golf championship of St. 
Clair street. Was either Harry 
Winters or Wally Caldwell, they are 
the best of the lot. 


parade of the relatives. First his! 
and now hers, 

Harold Sage, well-known hotel 
man, fractured his arm while visit- 
ing Cleveland. 


Rumors of another marathon soon 
at Moonlight ballroom, Meyers 
Lake Park. 

-Duke Drukenbrod, Hagenbeck- 
Wallace sideshow manager, at home 
here with parents. 

Union musicians disregarding the 
for 


scale and are booking jobs 
whatever they pay. 
Dick Crusiger, Warner’s Alham- 


bra manager, sporting new red sus- 
penders and grey spats, 

Traveling bands ignore demands 
of local stage hands’ union to use a 
man on PA systems at $16 a night. 

H W. Perry, operating New Land 
o’ Dance, downtown ballroom, gets 
exclusive on MCA attractions for 
this town. 

Best dance halls here going it this 
winter at two bits top, except for 
names which now demand only a 
halt buck. 

Sol Bernstein, former Palace man- 
ager, in town recently looking over 
former holding, but nothing definite 
on negotiations. 

Sunday movies for St. Clairsville, 
December 4, as result of favorable 
vote on referendum at recent No- 
vember election. 

Loew's laying less stress on in- 
forming customers that their offer- 
ings never will again be shown in 
a theater in Canton. 

Dick Kelly, non-union dance band, 
set in four nights a week at The 
jarn, Canton'’s only downtown 
nitery, reported clicking. 

Bob Marriott pinch hits for D. R. 
Smith. Repository theatre crick 
who spends week in wilds of Mari- 
etta gunning for bunnies. 

Civic, Akron, returns to straight 
pictures after two unsuccessful at- 
tempts at dramatic stock, a try at 
tabloid and then vaude-film. 

If beer comes back, Meyers Lake 
Park here will have one of the finest 
beer gardens to be found in the mid- 
west, says George Sinclair, opera- 
tor. 

Red Nichols and his World Fa- 
mous Pennies pack ’em in at New 
Land o’' Dance, on only Ohio stop 
enroute to Chicago to record for 
Brunswick. 

R. S. Wallace reopens Strand at 
Alliance, dark for several months, 


offering straight picture policy. 
House was for two years under 
Warner control. . 


Frank Phelps, Warner executive, 
Cleveland, here on tour ef houses 
in this territory, reports flicker biz 
only fair in this area, with more re- 
openings due next month. 

Bill Copeland, former managing 
director WHBC, Canton, lines up 
with Canton Civic Amusement Com- 
pany and will handle theatrical pro- 
motions for the local group. 


Trenton 


By George Rosen 


Trenton now has a Children’s 
Theatre. 

‘Moishe’ F. X. Donohue is now .a 
married man, 

Jim Kerney, Jr., has joined staff 
of Trenton ‘Times,’ which his father 
publishes. 

Hightstown seeking open Sunday, 
and indications are the farm town 
will win out. 

Bill Kane, RKO publicity and ad 
man here, still dreams about that 
girl down Houston way. 

Trenton’s Little Theatre tourna- 
ment to be staged here next week, 
with ten groups pariticipating. 

Excellent performance of ‘Pina- 
fore’ by Aeolian Choir of Trenton 
draws record crowds to Memorial 
building. 

Roert E. Burns making personal 
appearance at Stacy with picture he 
authored, ‘I Am a Fugitive from a 
Chain Gang.’ 

Unlike other cities, Trenton is 
going vaudeville-conscious, with 
two RKO houses now offering in- 


the-flesh entertainment for first 
time in years, 
Homer Roheheaver, who was 


Billy Sunday's trombonist and song- 





King stagehand at the Michigan } 
drinks with the girls but hasn't been | 
known to buy yet. 

Diane Rowland, of 
Sisters, returned from a trip to N.} 
Y., where she did some pesing. 

Natalia Giddings here in advance } 
of Henry Thiese is showing the lo- | 


the Rowland} 


leader, drawing to church services 
crowds that have theatre managers 
rubbing théir eyes, 

Practical jokers with those ‘fake’ 
microphones responsible for deluge 
of telephone calls into ‘Gazette’ 
news room seeking confirmation of 
wild and grotestque rumors. 


| querors.’ 





Embassy, New Britain, closes 
| down. 

Ted Holt looks grand in his new 
| tuxedo, 

‘Buddy’ Kurland makes quite a 


Frat | spokesman, 


Bob | $1,300,000 quota by $45,000. 


|of fancy cigaret cases and sundries. 


| Stone. 
Monster advertising campaign 
billed by the Strand for the ‘Con- 








Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 


Movies doing a little better. 


Community Chest falls short of 
Arthur Meynard enjoys all kinds 


Gertrude Coledtsky, broadcasting 
from WDRC, now goes as Mary 


Only one theatre, the Rialto, un- 


der Schulman management, now 
showing foreign films. 
Hartford ‘Times,’ with Johnny 


Silverman managing, to run Home 
Progress Show in March. 

Warner Brothers employes inau- 
gurate opening of new club house 
with gala party Saturday night. 

Ben Cohen, Warner real estate, 
bemoans the fate of renting empty 
stores in his company’s property. 

Al Weiss, seven weeks out of 
Miami, managing the Regal, now 
goes to the Broadway, Springfield. 

Merchants get together in co- 
operative advertising campaign 
hoping to boost Christmas business. 


State motor vehicle department 
finds new registrations for next 
year’s markers at its lowest in many 
years. 

Britton’s band has ’em hustling 
out of the way in the audience with 
the hurtling of band pieces as part 
of the act. 

‘Fill me up’ new liquor racket sell- 
ing cordial in half empty bottle with 
suggestion that buyer fill the rest 
with the ‘hard stuff.’ 

Walter Capwell takes many pats 
on shoulder for some excellent art 
work appearing in displays and 
newspaper ads of recent. 

Louis Schaefer beams with de- 
light as double feature in inaugu® 
rated at the Publix Allyn with ad- 
dition of drop in price of admish. 

After two weeks’ residence in a 
local apartment in which he spent 
innumerable hours putting in book- 
cases, painting walls and doing a 
general overhauling job, local man- 
ager gets orders to move on to an- 
other town. 


Portland, Ore. 


Floyd Maxwell going golden jubi- 
lee with RKO. 

Helen Kleeb playing leads with 
Taylor Street legit stock. 

Harold Mann still holding down 
the office throne at the United Ar- 
tists. 

City censor board tamed down a 
lot since election of new mayor with 
wide-open trends, 

Marc Bowman and Bill Handley 
moved over to the Fox-Broadway 
when the Paramount went dark. 

Ted Gamble discovered an 8-year- 
old dance troupe in local studio and 
got attention with them at the Ri- 
alto. 

Portland Civic Theatre, 
group, di@ ‘First Mrs. 
two days and well received. 
non Cartwright in lead. 

Ted Gamble mixed trout and 
crawfish in the Paramount pool. 
They didn’t fight, much to Marc 
Bowman’s disappointment. 

Taylor Street legit stock in- 
creased cast to 45 for ‘Street Scene.’ 
Also introduced novelty stage sets, 
built out over the pit. No front 
curtain, 








legit 
Fraser’ for 
Ver- 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


Monroe Upton dignifies himself as 
a country gentleman. 

Dave Spencer aiding Emil Umann 
in RKO's press dept. 

Roger Krupp announced Jolson’s 
broadcasts from here. 

Wife of Bruce McDonald, KGB, 
Honolulu, here on vacation. 

Harold Peary’s ‘oo0o that man’ 
town’s best known expression. 

Those many radio football rallies 
off the air with closing of season. 

Tom Connors, exec see to Jim 
Nourse, married after y’ars and 
y’ars. 

Happy-Go-Lucky Hour due for a 
midnight show next week after 
years of matineeing. 

Young son of Jim Nourse of ‘Ex- 
aminer’ arrived on S. S. Monroe on 
which he's orch leader. 

Dinty Doyle interviewed Escu- 
dero on NBC to’ther night, only 
Escy couldn't speak Engleesh, 

Selby Oppenheimer bringing Leh- 
mann, Schumann, Horowitz, Szig- 
etti, Robeson, Gluck-Sandor ballet, 
Hofmann and London String Quar- 
tet for his all-American concert 


—=—=—=—==——=s 


Lexington, Ky. 


By Charles G. Dickerson 





Mysterious Smitn, magic, playing 
at State. ; 

Co-operative Club’s charity mine 
strels grossed $1,000. 

Bill Emmrick’s weekly 
shows packing them in. 

Ada Meade back on stage show 
policy; State going flesh, too. 

Horse sale prices at lowest ebb 
within memory of old-timers. 

Horsemen and townspeople giving 
testimonial dinner to E. R. Bradley 
Nov. 30. ; 

Indoor circus booked with old 
ladies’ home auspices three days in 
December. 

Guignol, town's only legit, playing 
‘Journey's End.’ Frank Fowler, di- 
rector, lead. 

American Opera Company group 
sang ‘Hansel and Gretel’ for local 
club women. 

Bishop Abbott, Episcopal clergy- 
man, blessed the hounds at a meete 
ing of Iroquois Hunt. 

KE. R. Bradley dispensed 
orphan charity race meeting, 
sent his check for ten grand. 

Garner Newton, formerly of Al G, 
Field minstrels, directing cork 
oprys here and in Tennessee. 

Nea Lap, full sister to Phar Lap, 
has joined Kentucky thoroughbred 
colony. Came from New Zealand. 

Town without a nitery or public 
dance hall for first time in years, 
Students do their dancing in frat 
houses and gym. 

Pictures alone not drawing so well 
hereabouts. Tab shows and variety 
acts added to bolster up films. Not 
only in Lexington but in smaller 
towns of bluegrass area. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 


wrestling 


with 
but 





Gasoline flops 4c as new price 
war looms. 

‘King’s Nickle Dairy Lunch’ is no 
tea room affair. 
Frank Newman out of hospital 
and gaining rapidly. 

One look at Harry Mills’ 
‘Congratulations, Harry.’ 

Frank Hood handling b.o. 
‘Strange Interlude’ at Fox. 

Al Franks Players out at State 
after long run, with vaude in again. 
Skouras Bros. due in a few days 
on swing to Montana and Denver. 
Rumors fly thick. 
Gaylord Carter’s poeting organ- 
log clever line-maker for oke recep- 
tion at Paramount. 
Fred Holt, organist at Rialto, Ta- 
coma, as mgr. Doug Kimberley is 
pepping up the show; biz also. 
Jackie Merle, aged six, held sec- 
ond week at Fox in mind-reading 
act with his dad. The lad’s re- 
markable. 
Bob Armstrong, p..a. for Jensen- 
von Herberg, spending half his 
time. in Tacoma plugging for the 
new Roxy. 
Jack Flagler band leaving on 
President Taft for Shanghai for en- 
gagement at night club, where 
American bands only cavort. Just 
back from Alaska season on the 
Admiral Rogers, Pacific Mail liner. 
Jack Hughes making the grade 
with his Cinema Guild since remov- 
ing from Blue Mouse, Tacoma, to 
Temple theatre. Admish four bits. 
Coffee, cigs gratis. Show starts il 


bride, 


for 


p.m., thus hour earlier than at 
B.M., and that helps get the cus- 
tomers. 
By Glenn C. Pullen 
Keith’s 105th goes’ split-weck 


with second-run pics. 

Mary Phillips, local hoofer, signed 
up here for touring ‘Vanities.’ 

Paul Sisters quit Emerson Gill to 
join Carl Moore’s band in Chicago, 
Niteries slicing or dropping cover 
charges, but biz is still terrible. 
Club Madrid’s female impersona- 





tor revue only drew yawns from 


| cops, 


Rudy Vallee rumored as reopen- 
ing Carter’s Rainbow Room day 
after Christmas. 

RKO Palace plotting to changs 
opening days from Saturday to Fri- 
day, beginning Dec, 16. 

Latest rumor is that new radio 
station, making five in town, is go- 
ing up in Columbia club. 

Winsor French, new blue-book 
columnist on ‘News,’ receives mash 
notes on pink stationary. 

A local corn doctor is reported to 
be one of the silent partners in new 
Consolidated Arts Bureau. 
Stewart Sisters, local 
are jumping into Benny 
vaude revue in New York. 
Ben Atwill, former exploiter for 
Bob McLaughlin’s shows here, now 
ballyhooing German films. 

Frank Hines going to New York 
on business trip when RKO-Hipp 
folds for two weeks Dec. 9. 

Crystal Room breaking a rule of 
many years’ standing by letting 
femmes dance together now. 

H. H. Addison is peeved ’cause 2 
dizzy reporter said he had broken 
his arm—when it was his wife’s. 
Christine Graver resigning from 
Edgar Bergen’s ventriloquistic act 


warblers, 
Davis’ 





season at Opera house, 


(Continued on page 62) 
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By Cecelia Ager 





StH! Primitive Clara 

It's the kind of nice for the old 
folks to have Clara Bow back again. 
Been quite a spell now since they'd 
gceon & madcap around. they always 
@id like a girl to have some spunk. 
Well, the screen seems more like it- 
gelf with Clara running wild. 

She's the same old Clara in ‘Call 
Her Savage.’ Time hasn't tamed 
her, nor meditation quenched the 
fire of her elemental young nature. 
A discerning make-up artist has oc- 
casionally softened the thin precise 
arch of her brows and forbidden 
beading of her eyelashes, but no 
eostume designer has interfered 


with her old predeliction for firm 
eurves frankly outlined, nor has the 
wardrobe department found it in its 
heart to deny her all the long dang- 
ly earrings a little savage could 
rage for. She bursts on the screen 
with a lusty ‘Yipee!’ she defies rat- 
tlesnakes, beats a handsome Indian 
lad with mounting fury, flings her- 
self on the ground with remorse, 
and returns home to wrestle with a 
Great Dane all in one sequence, If, 
later, after a term at a Chicago 
finishing school, she appears to gig- 
gle fulsomely in a distracted at- 
tempt to prove how much poise 
she’s picked up, if she wears her 
hitherto becomingly unrestrained 
locks plastered to her head in rigid 
epit-curls at her ‘society’ debut, at 
least the audience knows it’s her 
Indian blood. Clara doesn’t find out 
until the very end what makes her 
that way. ’ 

Debutantes have cause to get huffy 
however, should they note that after 
a train of tragedies has rendered 
her penniless, and with a baby that 
needs medicine on her hands, Miss 
Bow returns to the same coiffure 
ehe wore at her coming out party 
the more successfully to promenade 
the streets. 

With anyone less zestful as the 
estar, sleek blonde Thelma Todd 
might easily have stolen the pic- 
ture. Her statuesque figure subdues 
the glitter of her costumes; the 
draperies, furs, jewels and tongues 
of ‘Call Her Savage's’ lush luxury 
best become primitive little Miss 
Bow. 

stelle Taylor plays  Clara’s 
mother, a handsome but an un- 
happy woman who doesn’t get a 
chance to act, what with all the act- 
ing going on about her, until she’s 
on her deathbed. 





Gracie Allien’s Ga-Ga Art 


When Gracie Allen used to be the 
pet of the Palace, she was pretty, 
dainty and very carefully rehearsed. 
Now that she’s soared on the air 
waves to the heights of the dear 
dizzy of the nation, and de luxe 
picture houses are needed to en- 
eompass her admirers, she’s pret- 
tier, even daintier, and her de- 
livery, if possible, is more finely 
polished. And at the Paramount 
this week Miss Allen is appearing 
in an after-piece that by contrast 
to her own act proves how shrewd 
it is of her to see to it she keeps 
her delivery so gleaming. Her 
characterization registers so surely 
because by dint of hard work she 
has made every gesture, every in- 
flection, every step in her act count. 
Miss Allen’s work takes on a 
precious extemporaneous flavor to 
audiences just because rehearsing 
has made her positive of every- 
thing she does, but when she real- 
ly is uncertain, as in the afterpiece, 
her stage personality can, and un- 
fortunately does, dwindle. 

The little round mink muff Miss 
Allen wears with her beautifully 
fitted chartreuse crepe dress suits 
her ga-ga characterization exactly, 
and then to see it become the point 
of her best gag proves how care- 
fully Miss Allen welds together 
her material, her costumes, and her 
business into one completely ex- 
Pressive whole. 

Dorothy Van Alst, dancing with 
the Mosconi Brothers, forecasts the 
return of long fitted basques in her 
green chiffon dress worn over a 
yellow satin foundation. Grace 
Barry sings her clearly enunciated 
hot-cha in a fitted princess flesh 
chiffon dress besprinkled with jew- 
eled embroidery, very jeunne fille. 





Marie Dressler Knows How 


No matter how crude the gags 
‘Prosperity’ puts Marie Dressler 
through, no matter how slapstick 


the script writers’ imaginings, Miss | 


Dressler herself, by sheer force of 


her kindly, sympathetic person- 
ality, sweeps the picture clean. 


She has her audience’s good will 
at all times. They glory in her 
triumphs no more earnestly than 
they pray for her delivery from 
misfortune, Miss Dressler’s rare 
naturalness, her straightforward 
approach to scenes that must in- 
wardly embarrass her intelligence, 
her instinctive underplaying of low 
comedy so as to cloak its exaggera- 
tions with a semblance of plaus- 
ibility, her integrity when all about 
her lose their heads—these are 
some of the qualities that increas- 
ingly endear her to the home folks. 
She makes them sure she’s one of 
them, and they’re glad to take her 
to their hearts. Most of the women 
they see on the screen are such 
strangers. 

Polly Moran is slightly bewildered 
in ‘Prosperity.’ Nobody ever made 
it quite clear in the script just what 
sort of person she is supposed to be. 
She behaves treacherously at time, 
downright mean to Miss Dressler, 
yet Marie insists Polly is a good 


sort. The audience has only her 
word for it. The story doesn't ex- 
plain. 


With the same heavy make-up 
round her eyes—that sometimes in- 
nocently throws them out of focus, 
but with a demure new coiffure, 
parted in the fiddle and drawn dis- 
creetly back to a modest. knot, 
Anita Page photographs in a man- 
ner at war with her characteriza- 
tion. She is putty in the hands of 
her mother, her husband, her 
mother-in-law, and her children. 
Then when has she the time to rim 
her eyes so painstakingly? Only a 
egoist thinks enough of herself to 
do that. 





All Breaks for Sherman 


It is not surprising that every 
single woman in ‘False Faces’ is of 
yne mind regarding Lowell Sherman, 
they are all mad about him. Mr. 
Sherman did not write the story, 
but he directed it, and so he has the 
prettiest lighting, the kindest pho- 
tography, and all the last lines. 


First there was Lila Lee, a nurse 
with understanding, but just a toy 
for Mr. Sherman, Miss Lee gets scant 
consideration from the camera man. 
Often she stands under overhead 
lights which pick out hollows in her 
face to the complete disregard of the 
luminous softness of her eyes. Her 
rich dark hair must hide under her 
nurse’s cap, and when she gets a 
chance to wear. street clothes, 
they’re the practical dark cloaks 
that can be bought from a nurse's 
salary. 


Peggy Shannon next succumbs to 
Mr. Sherman’s charm. She enters 
his life when he advertises for a 
‘receptionist’ to grace his enthusi- 
astically modernistic plastic sur- 
geon’s offices. A line-up of appli- 
cants is instantly dismissed when 
Mr. Sherman’s eye lights upon Miss 
Shannon’s nicely turned ankles and 
neatly shod feet, travelling there- 
after over her appropriate dark 
tailored costume set off with a high 
white bias band collar. A girl with 
such good ankles who has besides 
the good sense to dress like a con- 
vent maiden would understand him. 
Mr. Sherman, playing an engaging- 
ly philandering doctor, realizes. The 
doctor pays off with the grace of his 
personality only, for all the time she 
is working for him, Miss Shannon 
has but two changes of costume, 
both simple dark dresses with de- 
cent white collars. 

Florence Day brings a touch of 
society to vary the by now monot- 
onous yielding of all the working 
girls he encounters. Miss Day, be- 
ing in society, wears lacy ‘afternoon’ 
dresses, and photographs prettily 
even if the mike picks up diction 
that doesn’t clinch the description. 
Nance O'’Neil’s deep, dramatic voice 
bespeaks of tragedy, but it doesn’t 
belong as the voice of a lady who 
suffers from bow legs. 





Here and There 
Even the cast questions the ex- 
traordinary length of Evalyn 
Knapp’s eyelashes in ‘The Night 
Mayor.’ She's wearing still another 
make-up in this one, modeled from 
a growing kitten. Costumes and 


in the production budget, 





jumbled sets spell primary interest | 





Still Ballyhoo 


Bakimore, Nov. 28. 
Horn Nickel, operator of the 
burley Gayety, runs in inck. 





cme y 


Even his enemis are his 
friends. When the house split 
with the musicians, the mu- 


sical union outfitted a band- 
wagon which circled around 
the theatre each night with a 
banner proclaiming that the 
Gayety was unfair to organ- 
ized labor. The union quit the 
truck stunt when it was dis- 
covered that the muggs in the 
street thought it was part of 
the ballyhoo for the house. 
Now the stagehands union, 
also out of the house, has 
thought of an idea. Not sat- 
isfied with having a man 
merely walk back and forth in 
front of the house, the union 
has put its picketeer on stilts 
and a clown costume. It still 
looks like ballyhoo to that 
eastside mob. , 











GERAGHTY'S NIX 
~ ON GOTHAM 
STANDS 


Gotham theatre on 125th street, 
New York, lost in another attempt 
to obtain a license for stock bur- 
lesque when Justice Callahan in 
New York supreme court last week 
denied a motion to set aside Li- 
cense Commissioner Geraghty ad- 
verse ruling. 

The commissioner had refused to 
issue a license after a formal hear- 
ing. His decision was reported 
based on numerous arrest and sev- 
eral convictions on imdecent per- 
formance charges at the Gotham 
from 1926 to 19$1. 








hands, 


whose long sleeves and neck high 
in front do not atone for a 
bold freedom from underpinnings 
beneath, 

The littl adagio dancer of 
Starnes and Kover at the Capitol 
deserves phosphorescent tights 
brighter in color than her partners. 
A girl who trusts herself to be 
hurled about a black stage and 
caught by a black cloaked figure 
invisible to the audience, might at 
least be given orange to wear in- 
stead of a muddy yellow. 

There are still Roxyettes at the 
Roxy, but now that Russell 
Markert’s name is off the program 
as their direotor, 38 pair of legs no 
longer kick ag one, 32 pair of knees 
no longer reach the same horizontal 
plane at precisely the same moment. 
Ravel's ‘La Valse’ brings faint echos 
to the Roxy of the glory that was 
Ravel's ‘Bolero’ there. Confused in 
conception and hit or miss in cos- 
tume, timid where the ‘Bolero’ was 
bold, it is stil} the picture house 
high spot spectacle of the week. 


overcomes the middle-aged 
audience ladies’ instinctive hostility 
to a wicked black cire satin dress 


Police Close All-Nite Honky-Tonk 
Believed Hideout for Boy Criminals 








Australia 


(Continued from page 62) 


its own theatre in Melbourne and 
has an agreement with the Carrolls 
in Sydney. 

Fox will go into General Theatres 
mainly through the Hoyts’ interests. 
Hoyts’ nabe chain will continue alone 
and will play mostly second-release 
pictures. It is not expected that the 
distribs will seek a fight with Gen- 
eral Theatres unless absolutely 
forced to. Nor is it expected that 
government interference will arise 
through any appeal made by the 
distribs contending it is a monopoly. 








Australian Quota? 


It is believed that at least one pro- 
ducing unit will make an appeal to 
the government to set up a quota 
for native-made productions to help 
bookings. Similar conditions will 
be asked as those current in Eng- 
land. 

Stuart F. Doyle, managing direc- 
tor of Cinesound, told ‘Variety’ that 
he was not in favor of a quota for 
Australian pictures. Mr. Doyle 
stated that local productions should 
be able to stand on their own feet 
in competition with overseas pic- 
tures without any government aid. 
Showmen had been only too anxious 
to book locally made productions, 
said Mr. Doyle. 

It is impossible at the present 
time for local producers to turn out 
sufficient pictures to provide even a 
small part of the theatres with en- 
tertainment. It will take years to 
build up the industry to such a level 
here. Australia depends practically 
entirely on the overseas producers 
for picture programs. 


South Africa 


(Continued from page 51) 


four shillings and a half penny, 
payable at Thomas Cook & Sons 
offices. At the present rate of ex- 
change, the English pound is pay- 
able here at 14 shillings. English 
silver to the amount of two pounds 
can be brought into the country, 
but larger quantities are prohibited 
and liable to confiscation and a fine 
or conviction. 

A venerabie figure in the South 
African theatrical world passed 
away Oct. 27 in Emily Seaton at 
the age of 82. She was associated 
with Captain Disney Roebuck’s 
company out here in 1875, and re- 
mained with him until his death in 
1885. Of a well-known English 
theatrical family, she had played 
with Ellen Terry. The late Miss 
Seaton possessed a fine contralto 
voice in her early days, also being 
a clever actress. Was in failing 
health for some time, but continued 
her elocution classes, and very often 
gave recitals. A son and young 
granddaughter survive. 

M-G-M’s new cinema theatre in 
Johannesburg, the Metro, will have 
five shows a day, starting at 1 p.m., 
practically a continuous perform- 
ance. All ushers will be men, and 
there will be no mercantile adver- 
tising slides on the screen, as is the 
case with African Consolidated 
Theatres. It is announced that the 
opening feature will be Buster 
Keaton’s ‘The Passionate Plumber’ 
instead of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 








Fem Cop Burns Burly Man 





Worcester Theatre May Quit Burlesque If 
Blues Noses Don’t Stop 





Worcester, Mass., Noy. 28. 
The ‘blue-noses’ have won again. 
As a result of demands for more 
strict censorship of the Empire bur- 
lesque shows, the Worcester theatre 
| will drop them, which means the 
| closing of the house. 

The presence of a policewoman to 
|} censor the show last Tuesday, how- 
j}ever, actually was what brought 
| about the closing after it had ap- 








peared that the matter had been ad- | 


justed between the theatre and po- 
lice department. 


| Cronin, the theatre’s attorney said 


| the chief and Joseph Shea of the 


i shows each week. 


| 


In a letter to Chief Foley, Fred W. | 


that at a recent conference between | 


pleasant dealings with the police 
department, but did, however, ques- 
tion the power of the chief to have 
his force censor a show. 

Trouble began after the Wor- 
cester Ministerial Union had pro- 
tested the burlesque shows to the 
3oard of Motion Picture and The- 
atre Review. The latter then asked 
Chief Foley to take action toward 
‘cleaning up’ the shows, 

Mayor Mahoney had left the bur- 
lesque matter to the police depart- 
ment. Policemen had reviewed the 
The mayor told 


counsel for the theatre that the 


‘matter will be settled amicably.’ 
Police announced that no censoring 
was necessary in ‘French Frolics.’ 


Sheila Barrett, in the Capitol theatre it was said that the police- The ministers themselves were 
| stage show, realizes that mimics in| Woman would not be detailed to re- | condemned in a flock of ‘dear edi- | 
| picture houses do well to include | view the show, but that she had | tor’ letters to the local newspapers |} 
|picture personalities among their | done so under orders of the chief.|>Y writers who berated the clergy | 

impersenations. Her ZaSu Pitts,| He said that the management de- | for attempting to throw people out 
with the tremolo and fluttering | sired to have no quarrel or un-' Of work. 


+ 








, « 


Chicago, Novy. 28. 
Abe Fichtenberg, operator of the 
S. Burlesque on South State 
| screet is badly jammed with local 
authorities as an aftermath to the 
arrest in his theatre of Iggy Va- 
recha, 17-year-old murderer and 
rapist. Trouble came fast to 


Fichtenberg after he fired Robert 
DeMille, an usher, who gave the tip 
to police that resulted in the cap- 
ture of the boy criminal, 

Police not only closed the theatre 
but arrested Fichtenberg when his 
license proved to be under the 
phoney name of Max Schwartz. 
Fichtenberg is out on bail and most 
unhappy in view of the train of 
events, 

Police now charge that the U. 8, 
which stayed open all night was a 
refuge for young criminals who 
would hide there for hours when 
‘hot.’ It was allegedly for this rea- 
son that the usher was fired for 
violating the sanctuary that the 
juvenile underworld had come to 
count on. DeMille when spotting 
Iggy Varecha had told the manager 
of his discovery. Fichtenberg told 
him to forget it. Instead the usher 
phoned the cops. 


Barger Back in Academy, 
Chi, to Save Rent Anyway 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Nathan S. Barger is moving his 
west side burlesque stock back to 
the Academy abandoning the larger 
Star and Garter around the corner, 

Barger has been unable to sub- 
lease the Academy or to work out a 
deal as he at first figured on for a 
straight picture policy for the house. 
Under the necessity of paying rent, 
he moved back to get the value on 
his money. 


ALL SET, NO LICENSE 


New York National Troup Up in 
Parts But Laying Off 














After rehearsing a company for 
10 days and readying paper to re- 
open the National Winter Garden on 
the east side, New York, Saturday 
(19), George Katz had to call off 
the opening for lack of a license. 

At License Commission Geraghty’s 
office it was stated no date has been 
set for a hearing on the application. 
It leaves about 30 people up in their 
lines but laying off. 


Garrick on Randolph St. 
$33,000 Plus % to Irons 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

It is understood rent goes on the 
Garrick here on Dec, 15 under the 
lease arrangement that gave War- 
ren Irons the first two months of his 
tenancy rent free. Randolph street 
house was interrupted in the con- 
tinuity of its burlesque policy by a 
backstage fire and has heen re- 
opened only three weeks. 

Terms as reported call for $33,000 





annual rent plus 15% of the gross. 
That’s high for burlesque, but not 


for the Garrick. 





Mildred Chaplin Repeats 
Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Mildred Harris Chaplin after a 
week at the Star and Garter was 
booked for a second week in bur- 
lesque at the local Rialto. Billy 
Diamond made the placement. 


BURLEY PLACEMENTS 


Miit Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following placements last week: 

Jack Heath, Hot Cha Ta San, Flo 
Oxford, Eddie Kaplin, Jeannette 
Lane, Mary Lou, Leon Devoe, 
Roberto and Astrid, Empress, Den- 
ver; Nora Ford, Conchita, Garrick, 
Chicago; Frank Gerard, Virginia 
Lee, I. B. Hamp, Gertrude Peck, 
Frank Smith, Gayety, Kansas City} 
Babette Byers, Schultz and Collette, 
Mayfair, Buffalo. 





Empire Wheei 


Week November 28 
Big Rev.—Gayety, Wi_uaington 
Empire Girls—Empire, Newark. 
Facts & Ficures—Modern, Providenos 
Foilies of Pleasure—Route No. 1. 
French Frolicse—L. O. 





Frivolities—Star, Brooklyn. 

Galeties of 1933—Trocadero, Phileédek 
phia. 

Girls from the Follies—-Hudson, Unies 


ity. 
Lege & laughter—Worcester, Worces- 


ter 


Lid Lifters—State, Springfield. 
Merry Whirl—Caplitol, Albany. 

Nite Life in Paris Howard, Boston 
Rarin’® to G: Orpheum, Paterson. 
Siep Lively Giris—Apollo, New York. 
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When Louis W. Babbs, stunt 
aviator, failed to 
second hearing in his claim for $250 
salary against Columbia, his case 
was dismissed by the State Labor 
com mission. 

Columbia testified that it cost the 
studio $3,000 when Babbs failed to 
crash head-on into a moving train 
as orally agreed to. 

Following took out 
marry this week: 


intentions to 


Karl Brown, Metro writer, and 
Marion Grant; Charles S. Wel- 
bourne, Warner cameraman, and 
Adeline Naylor; Charles Dillard, 
stunt man, and Anna Bray; Jacque 
Brooks, assistant director, and 
Theresa Levy; Arthur Hilton, film 
editor, and Marie E. Langlois; 


Chauncey T. Pyle, assistant director, 
and Francis Sawyer; Calvin Dalton, 


set designer, and Ethel L. Pickard; 


appear for 4a} 


| Royal Wiseman, radio sound techni- 
cian, and Mary Vail; Sidney 
Diamond, band leader, and Sally 
Goldberg; and Josephine Mcllroy, 
dancer, and Norbert Rupp. 

Arthur I. Katz is suing Felix 
Young in Municipal court for pay- 
ment on two notes totaling $300 





Bert Bracken, director and writer 
of ‘Face on the Barroom Floor,’ has 
filed a Municipal court suit against 
Kennedy Pictures Corp, and Arthur 
Shakman, backer, for $862, which 
he claims is still due as back salary. 





Hughes-Franklin Theatres target 
of a $4,000 Superior court suit 
brought by Donald W. Knapp and 
Frank R. Brisson to enforce pay- 





ment of a promissory note. 








ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


(Continued from page 20) 


dressed, start the merrymaking 
with some fast stepping, and -hen 
the 10 line girls, young and fairly 
good looking, make their entrance 
before a ‘Ballyhoo’ drop covered 
with gags, some of them pretty raw. 
This leads into the old train scene 
to bring on the comedians who, of 
course and as usual, occupy most of 
the spotlight throughout the per- 
formance, feeding the customers 
pretty much the same succession of 
xyags, business and iines as before. 

There are the tail-lighted dog, the 
huge cigar lighter, the ‘when yeu 
got to go’ patter, the Lysistrata’ 
burlesque, the hotel bedroom e},i- 
sode, the hospital skit, the oid 
woman carrying glasses of water to 
extinguish the fire in her bedroom, 
the fat man who does the Kate 
Smith burlesque, the lilliputians, the 
shooting of the spy, the ‘stop-so' 
chorus number, the observation plat- 
form finale, and even the Wall 
Street bit. 

A youngster, introduced as juve- 
nile division winner of the RKO 
nation-wide audition contest, does 
some sensational acrobatic dancing, 
including head spinning, and fin- 
ishes with a whirlwind number with 
his youthful sister. There also are 
a fast Negro tap dancer, a girl who 
contributes a brief but hot jazz 
dance, another girl stepper, and a 
slender negress who holds the in- 
terest with a mean ‘blues’ song and 
leads the entire company in a torrid 
depiction of ‘Minnie the Moocher’ as 
a prelude to the finale. 

On the screen, ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ (U), Pathe News, Pathe Revue 
and a cartoon comedy, meking, with 
the vaudeville, a considerable 
amount of entertainment for 55c. A 
big house at the early evening show 

Rees. 


MICHIGAN 
Detroit, Mich 28. 

Another sock show here this 
week. Unusual lately to have two 
good shows in a row, but the trick 
is turned this time. A little more 
money than usual has been used, 
but with Thanksgiving week to help 
the gross, house will make money 
even at the increased nut. 

George Raft in person seems to 
help at the b.o., and doesn’t hurt 
the show any for entertainment. 
Other features do well, with the 
possible exception of Ann Seymour, 
who had a little trouble getting her 
smart stuff over. Others who scored 
are John and Edna Torrence, Hal 
Sherman and Co. and Henry Dunn. 

Show, titled ‘Bits of Broadway,’ 
opens with the line routine, bring- 
ing on the Torrences, brother and 





RKO STATE-LAKE 


CHICAGO 





sister, who first do a refined ball- 
room number and then into a hot 
jazz rendition for a sock. On next 
Henry Dunn, of Rome and Dunn, 
oftered a couple of popular tunes 
in a very effective manner. With 
a voice with plenty of power Dunn 
uses nice salesmanship. 


Hal Sherman and Co. next, in 
this case the and co. being an at- 
tractive femme who foiled okay. 
Sherman still follows his gagging 
with a nice eccentric nummer for 
a capital finale. With most of his 
gags old he had no trouble in in- 
voking the laffs But his sock is 
the dance. 


Lambert offered a very effective 
modernistic line routine’ bringing 
on the Torrences. Motif of the 
routine is the devils and the angels, 
with the evil overcoming the good, 
and all made into a hot routine. 


theme with a modernistic dance, 
also very effective. 

Ann Seymour and pianist are 
working in two, giving her special 
songs and smart material, but suf- 
fering in the hoke house from a 
poossibility of being too smart. But 
still okay, 

On next, Dunn offering the same 
‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime’ 
that he did in ‘Americana.’ Very 
effective and nicely worked up. 
George Raft, with Dunn straight- 
ing, and then Raft into a dance. 
Coupled with his taik, most of it 
very good and suiting him, Raft 
over okay, with the possible excep- 
tion of using two standard personal 
app. gags, including the five of his 
photographs for one of Clarke Gable 
and the fan letter signed ‘mother.’ 
For the overture Lou Forbes has 
a sock again. Opening with a fan- 
tasy of ‘Two Guitars’ and ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ he offered Georgie Rose 
playing his steel guitar over the 
p.a. system and for an outstanding 
effect. Rose plays plenty of guitar 
and very effective over a_ mike. 
Lee Mason offering the vocals for 
good returns. 

For the second part the overture 
offered ‘All-American Girl,’ with 
Jimmie Gargano offering an Italian 
version, Max Lieb a Jewish, and the 
drummer offering a nance version. 
All very reminiscent of the old-time 
stage band comedy numbers. Over 
oke and to a terrific hand. 

Meret Clark offered a production 
meeting at the organ and novel. 
Picture, ‘Undercover Man’ (Par), 
and business good. Lee. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

As the Oriental barged into its 
third week under the captaincy of 
Ed Lowry, expert binoculars trained 
upon the hull noticed that things 
were more shipshape already. Bar- 
nacles have been chipped off. In 
consequence it’s cutting the water 
with a more businesslike trimness. 

It so happened that the Friday 
performance was an ideal oppor- 
tunity for testing Lowry. On his 





EAST & DUMKE, EARL HINES 
& ORCH., DAPHNE POLLARD 
and others. 

—ON THE SCREEN— 


“OKAY AMERICA” 

















BOOKLET ON fH 
* TO MAKE Un 


first week he had Fannie Brice. 
On the second week there was Es- 
telle Taylor and George Raft. 
These were recognizable names 
presumably capable of drawing 
mazuma to the boxoffice. Currently 
the bill consists of Jane Froman, 
from radio; Walter Donaldson, the 
composer; Gomez and Winona, the 
Lucky Boys, and Gordon, Reed and 
King. This is a good show, but a 





show that needs selling. Lowry 
tied it together 
Jane Froman (Mrs. Don Ross) 
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| was making her first appearance on 





was billed as from station WMAQ) 
| rather than from NBC itself. She 
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Pot Your Act Over in a Big 
Setting Skillfually 


Modern 
Creations 





Executed with 


Los Angeles Scenic Studios, Inc. | 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SCENERY 


Way with an Attractive Stage 
Character and Individuality 





For the 


Stage 











| playwright, 


any stage, and it probably will not 
be her last, for she did very well, 
barring perhaps a trace of first-day 
tension. Like most radio perform- 
ers, she sings into a microphone, 
and this is unfortunate, for those 
on the left side of the house 
couldn't see her face, and Miss Fro- 
man is a gorgeous creature who 
ought to be seen as well as heard. 


Another first-time was Walter 
Donaldson. Although he has un- 
questionably done lots of accom- 


panying, it is though to be the first 
time he has appeared as a head- 
liner. He took second billing under 
Miss Froman. He cost B&K $1,500 
for the week. Lots of jack for a 
neophyte headliner. 

Gomez and Winona’s class was 
quickly recognized by the audience 
on their holdever. Lucky Boys 
mopped up the peasants with their 
fast-paced comedy acrobatics. Gor- 
don, Reed and King, also bearing 
an identification tag admitting 
them to the halls and rewards of 
merit, were never worried. Turn 
recently played the RKO Palace. 


Dave Gould's smartly-drilled and 
handsomely-costumed troupe of 30 
dancing flappers were less part of 
the background this week and more 
in and of the show by virtue of a 
novelty. They were on stage for 
an extended period, while Ed Lowry 
kibitzed with various individuals 
among them who offered specialties. 
Both Lowry and the girls were cute 
in this session. 


Lowry can sing and dance. Both 
better than m.c. average. But 
others can do as much. It’s in the 


handling of himself, the acts, the. 
movement and tempo of the per- 
formance, and the covering up of 
anything and anybody that needs 
it that Lowry is truly adroit in 
ringmastership. He gets audience 
sympathy, and af not overdoing this 
angle it becomes a stronger proba- 
bility after his third week that he 
will become an acquired taste and 
a pet hereabouts. 


Lou Breese whammed over an- 
other of his banjo specialties at the 
conclusion of an overture devoted 
to ‘River’ songs. House is thinking 
of clipping Breese’s pit ensemble 
down to 10 men, which seems a 
pity, as it is popular with the fans. 
‘Faithless’ (M-G) on the screen, 


John and Edna Torrence follow the| and business the day after Thanks- 


giving very promising. Land, 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 24, 


Shaw and Lee top this week's 
bill and hold down their spot bet- 
ter than any act that has played the 
house for some time. Plenty of 
laughs and a satisfied audience. 
Productionally the show is very 
poor, costumes and settings being 
gaudy and tasteless. Same goes 
for the opening routine of the girls. 


Paul Jones, skater, takes second 
honors, and Petch and Deauville, 
mixed acrobatic dancers, are also 
strong. Don Smith’s ballad war- 
bling scores, but his m.c. work 
seems unnecessary. Morgen and 
Columbus, baliroom team, waltz 
acceptably, but their modernistic 
number is a lot too long. 

In both the overture and a chorus 
routine, the same musical gag is 
used, after which the girls go into 
hip-tossing, hey nonny, nonny and 
head-shaking. Overplaying has 
spoiled this combination. 

Louise Fordham, singer, seen 
here before, has little to do this 
week. Feature is ‘If I Had a Mil- 
lion’ (Par). Business capacity 
Thanksgiving evening. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





(Continued from page 69) 


to settle down in Cleveland with 
hubby. 

Marian Bateson, singer from Co- 
lumbus, changed her last monicker 
to Alys and then to Mann for Lotus 
Garden debut. 

Frank Justus, headman at New 
3arn nitery, used to be known Aas 
Frankie Burns when he was a the- 
atrical booker. 

Van Cello and wife, jugglers on 
Loew time, have adopted two-year- 
old girl and are retiring to farm at 
New Vienna, O. 

Val Emaline, New China’s mis- 
tress of ceremonies, awarded $200 
damages for taxicab accident that 
injured shoulder. 

Al Trahan took fall in ‘Vanities’ 
here, wrenching neck and shoulder 
so badly he was unconscious for 
couple of minutes. 

Bill McDermott, ‘Peedee’ drama 
crick, called in to make banquet 
speech introducing Clemence Dane, 
lecturer-playwright. 

Murray Whalen’s looking for a 
buyer for his costume shop, with 
plans of promoting beauty contest 
for Chicago’s world’s fair. 

‘Afraid to Talk,’ at RKO Hipp, 
drew grumbles from police censors, 
coming only two weeks after orig- 
inal play, ‘Merry-Go-Round,’ at Play 
House. 

Harry T. Marshall, local lawyer- 
has ground out ney 
drammer based on Massey murder 
case, labeled ‘Paradise Mad,’ which 





| Bradley Players are doing. 
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Buffalo 


By Sidney Burton 





Neighborhoods spotty but mostly 
holding on, 

San Carlo opera due at Hrianger 
next month, 

First run grosses off 
tinuing to slide. 

Charlie Hayman and Lafayette re- 
ported flirting with vaudeville. 

Darling Twins back home in Buf- 
falo for good, showing at Palais 
Royal. 

Century (Shea-Publix) drops to 
25c ‘anytime’ Great Lakes drops 
from 65c to 40c. 

Tony Sarg’s marionettes turned in 
a couple of bumper audiences at 
Elks’ auditorium. 

Vince McFaul back from New 
York with announcement of plenty 
changes in Shea-Publix policy and 
prices. 

No one in Buffalo able to solve 
the mystery why local scribes con- 
tinually refer to Sidney -Fox, pic- 
ture star, as ‘former Buffalo girl.’ 

Preparations, rehearsals and pres- 
ence of stage celebrities in connec- 
tion with premiere of ‘Red Planet’ 
had the local newspaper boys run- 
ning in circles. 

Herb Straub back at his original 
berth at the Buffalo with the pit 
orchestra after two years on circuit 
at other Shea-Publix houses. Fred 
Schmitt, present conductor, leaves 
the Buffalo after less than a month. 

Buffalonians unable to understand 
intracacies of United Booking Of- 
fice arrangement and rubbing their 
eyes to see attractions at the Er- 
langer being advertised on the house 
billboards of the Shubert Teck, now 
dark, 


and con- 


San Diego 


By Lon J. Smith 





Weather warm. 

Four lopped off Sun's editorial 
staff. 

Charles Hague doing art work for 
Fox here. 

Every theatre in San Diego in 
operation—first time in history. 

Lou Metzger, Spreckels, has a 
new electric sign out front. Cost 
about $3,000, 

Karen Morley breezed through, 
somewhat bridal-minded, Charles 
Vidor mentioned. 

Amphion club features playing 
Savoy this season. Hall Johnson's 
Negro choir first event. 

New Fox house managers: A. J. 
Kalberer, Fox; Bert Naus, Cali- 
fornia; Charles Pincus, Orpheum, 

Fox plans addition of name at- 
tractions to offset usual holiday 
slump. House is only one in town 
using stage shows—F. & M. 
Charles and Spyros Skouras, Jack 
Sullivan, J. Reeves Espy here on 
presto visit to confer with B. V. 
Sturdivant, divisional head of Fox 
houses. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 





Neon signs being placed on Ala- 
bama, 

Phoebe Fulton is in lead at Jef- 
ferson. 

George Steele to Texas for a con- 
ference. 

Bob Milam and orchstra at Tut- 
wiler, moving in from Oklahoma, 

Fox hunting is tame compared to 
hunting opening days around here. 

Fritz May dressed in a green hat 
and spats and maybe he doesn't 
strut. 

Rollin K. Stonebrook has been 
working on the drive for the Com- 
munity Chest. 

Arthur K. Akers is still a big shot 
in the Kiwanis club and so is 
Charles N. Feidelson. 

George Goodale had a birthday 
last week and his wife was the one 
that let the news out. 

Reno will be glad to learn that 
a local judge granted a permanent 
injunction against one of those 
mail order Mexican divorces. 


Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 








Two brewers starting to build. 

Bijou only 10 cent grind folds and 
padlocks. 

Tacoma on warrants but theatre 
mugs getting nickles. 

Chicken raisers here have gone 
in for bantams—less feed. 

Two grunt and groan boy shows 
here now with good business, 

Shell grind show pulls ‘Surprise 
Show.’ Clips of old ones lasting two 
hours and only 15 pennies. ‘ 

Max Frolic, long time orchestra 
leader for Pan and RKO pit, now 
owner of de luxe road house. 

Bootleg liquor drops 50 percent 


—=—=3 


Easton 


By A. M. Powell 





Al Belasco at Lyric over Thankss 
giving week end with his band. 


Thing’ booked for the Lyric Novy. 29, 

Paul's marionettes at Little Thea. 
tre at Lafayette College on Tuesday 
(22). . 

Despite heavy rain, about 10,000 
saw Lafayette-Lehigh football game 
here. 

Christmas parade 
Easton merchants, 
style of Macy’s. 

Joe Saunders and his Nighthawks 
played at Interfraternity ball at La. 
fayette College, attended by about 
500 couples. 

Benefit show at Lyric, Allentown, 
for unemployed on Wednesday (23), 
All tickets were sold in advance, 
Local talent was used. 


planned by 
somewhat on 





Cantor Show Jam 


(Continued from page 40) 


Benny Meroff, whose band is set as 
part of the Cantor show. Meroff 
advised the circuit that he preferred 
to stick with Cantor, pointing out 
that he has played but two weeks 
for Loew in the last eight years. 

None of the other variety circuits 
intimated they regarded the Cantor 
show as ‘opposition.’ Martin Beck, 
for RKO, started negotiations for 
the show, but was said to have 
nothing to offer. Publix and War- 
ners made no comment. 

Other Shows 

Morris office, minus its Loew 
franchise and after being the lead- 
ing Loew agent in volume of took- 
ings for years, will continue its 
vaudeville business independently 
and with the other circuits. In ad- 
dition to lining up the Cantor show 
it is going ahead with plans for 
other bills to follow Cantor out on 
the same time. Bills headlined by 
Al Jolson and Sir Harry Lauder are 
among those being considered. 

In addition tp Meroff and two or 
three more vaudeville acts the Can- 
tor show will include Rubinoff and 
James Wallingford of the present 
Cantor-Chase & Sanborn radio pro- 
gram. The advertiser and its agency, 
J. Walter Thompson, have offered to 
exploit the bill on the air and take 
over the advance work for the the- 


along with the Morris office, will play 
all dates on percentage. Rest of 
the acts will be on straight salary. 

Loew’s highest offer was reported 
to have been $12,000 for the unit, 
including the star. Cantor was said 
to have stated this did not equal the 
money he was already assured from 
the indie dates, on top of which 
Loew could not insure enough time 
to warrant calling off the indie 
dates. 


Coast Produced Units 


Resume After Vacation 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 

First Hollywood-produced Fan- 
chon & Marco unit to go out in a 
month is ‘Hot House,’ which opened 
Nov. 24 in Long Beach and comes 
into the United Artists here 
Thursday (1). In cast are Wally 
Jackson and Edgar Gardner, Helen 
Howell trio, dancers; Le Paul, card 
manipulator; and Myrah_ Lang, 
blues singer. Larry Ceballos staged. 

Fanchon is rehearsing ‘Joy Belles,’ 
with the Matt Duffin trio and Stet- 
son, the jugeler. 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Maii Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONITY 











Boushey Homer Hofmann H Chatin 


Carroll Lou 
Chambers Irene 


Kilbride Percy W 


' Mickens Viola 
Fortier James 
| Packard Bette 
Ginsburg Edward B| Peppes Mack 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York Cit) 


My New Assoriment of CHRISTMAS 
GREETING CARDS Is Now Ready. 
21 Beautiful CARDS and FOLDERS, 
Boxed, Postpaid, fer 














after election and two of the boys 
ask for quarters at the county jail | 
to eat. | 


One Dollar 

















oo ——- 





Se eee See 


NEHER Ewe 


INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Guy Bates Post. in ‘The Play's the 


atre dates, with two agency men 
traveling ahead. 
Cantor, as owner of the show 





at t 
arte 
fect 
eral 
for 
lyri 
‘To! 
ters 
wre 
mu: 
rie¢ 


thre 


me! 


the 


var 
at | 
25. 
yea 


fac 
ove 
as 

anc 
tur 
wo 
mit 


wit 
Pec 


viv 


for 
fro 
hac 
Me 
yea 
orc 


me 
Art 
chi 
Mi: 
Sp: 


dai 


Mo 
He 
Bre 
188 
He 


dec 
-in 

cer 

of 


far 
He 
fes 
fri 


pos 
cis 
nes 
cie 
tio: 
wh 
sin 
the 
po: 
wa 


wa 
Ca 
oil. 
ane 
tw 
age 
Fre 


81S! 


Li 





—s 


out 


wn, 
23). 
nce, 


roft 


out 
eks 


its 
tor 
ck, 
for 
ive 
Ar- 


ew 
Ld< 
k- 
its 
tly 
\d- 
OW 
for 
on 
by 
ire 


od 


ha 


dd 
] 








Tuesday, November 29, 1932 


OUTBOORS 








— 


OBITUARY 





JOE SIETMAN 

Joe Sietman, 30, songwriter, 
at the Los Angeles sanitarium, Du- 
arte, Calif., Nov.”22 of a lung in- 
fection. He went to Hollywood sey- 
eral years ago and was at Universal 
for some time. Later wrote the 
lyrics for the revised edition of 
‘Topsy and Eva,’ the Duncan Sis- 
ters’ show. Among the songs he 
wrote was ‘My Faith in You,’ with 
music by David Hutton, who mar- 
ried Aimee Semple McPherson, 

He is survived by his parents and 
three brothers who live in Brooklyn, 
N. Y. Funeral services and inter- 
ment in Los Angeles, Nov. 25. 


died 





LULU NICHOLS 
Luella Nichols Peckham, one 
the Nichols’ Sisters, popular 


of 
in 





vaudeville for half a century, died 
at her home Huntingdon, L. L, Nov. 
25. Her sister, Mabel, died some 
years ago. 

The Nichols Sisters did a black- 
face turn appearing practically all 
over the world and were regarded 
as of the vaudeville elite of the ‘90s 
and the forepart of the present cen- 
tury. They were among the few 
women to have appeared with negro 
minstrel troupes on occasion. 

She retired about 20 years ago 
with her husband, Hal Merritt 
Peckham, who is former vaudeville 
monologuist and imitator. He sur- 
vivis her. 


JOHN H. GRILL 


John H. Grill, 61, a local musician 
for 47 years, died in Des Moines 
from a heart attack on. Nov. 21. He 
had been a member of. the Des 
Moines theater orchestra for eight 
years and toured the country in an 
orchestra with ‘Birth: of a Nation.’ 

As a trumpet player he was a 
member of the original band of 
Arthur Pryor in New York and was 
chief bandmaster in the Fourth 
Missouri Volunteer infantry in the 
Spanish-American war. 

He is survived by his wife, two 
daughters and five sons. 








THOMAS L. GRENIER 


Thomas L. Grenier died in Butte, 
Mont., Oct. 21 of a paralytic stroke. 
He was the last of the three Grenier 
Brothers, who put out a circus in 
1884 which toured for many years. 
He retired about 20 years ago. 

Prior to his circus enterprise the 
deceased was in the show business 
-in Chicago and managed the Ly- 
ceum theatre in Chicago, the front 
of which was wrecked during the 






In Memory of 


LYA DE PUTTI 
Nov. 27, 1931 


A gallant companion 
faithful friend 
Herb Cruikshank. 

Regina Crewe. 


famous Haymarket riots’ of 15886. 
He was widely known in the pro- 


and a 


fession, numbering many close 
friends among the leaders. 
JOHN D. REDDING 
John Deighn Redding, 73, com- 


poser and lawyer, died in San Fran- 


cisco Nov. 22 following a long ill- 
ness. He was a member of the So- 
ciety Academic D’Histoire Interna- 


tionale, of France, membership to 
which is regarded as a high honor, 
since it is composed of but 151 of 
the world’s leading writers and com- 
posers. His opera, ‘Fay Yen Fah’ 
was given at Monte Carlo in 1925. 
Louis N. STARR 
Louis N. Starr, 62, of Fredonia, | 


is dead at Bennington, Vt. Starr 
was an oldtime ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin’ performer having played the 


of Pennsylvania 
years 


circuits 
west for many 


oil-lamp 
and the middle 











two generations ago. 


aged the Grand Opera House 
Fredonia. He is survived by 
sister. 


LADY CONSTANCE MATTHEW 
Lady Constance Matthew, .56,, bet- | 
ter Known as Constance Stewart- 


He later man-/ the 
at! N. 
one | Werlein had booked many concert 

‘artists for southern tours and was 


late Luciano Conterno, bandmaster ; Moore 


Richardson, who startled London 
before the war with her Greek 
dances, done sans tights, died there 
Nov. 24. She had danced over here 
at smart functions in 1909 and made 
public appearances at Hammer- 
stein’s Victoria in 1914. 


PERCY PITT 

Percy Pitt, 62, for 24 years mu- 
sical director at Covent Garden and 
first musical director of British 
rages Co., died in London 
Nov. 23. Many of his compositions 
have been published and become 
standard, 





EDWARD B. ABBOTT: 
Edward B: Abbott, 50, who trav- 
eled extensively as the Boy Wonder 
Magician, died in Pleasantville, N. 


Morris 


J., Nov. 24. He retired from the 
stage about 15 years ago. Survived 
by his widow, two daughters and a 
son, 


SERGE KORGUEFF 


Serge Korgueff, 69, former con- 
cert master of the Czar’s imperial 
orchestra, but more recently visit- 
ing lecturer in music at Dart- 
mouth, died in the college infirmary, 
Hanover, N. H., Nov. 26, of a stom- 
ach disorder. 


MARTIN J. FEENEY 
Martin J. Feeney, 86, for many 
years circus animal trainer, died 
Nov. 17 at the Soldiers’ Home in 
Chelsea, Mass. Most of his circus 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


My: Beloved Friend 


“UNCLE LEW” REMY 


Who Passed Away Nov. 19, 1932 
You Will Never Be Forgotten 
By Your ‘‘Kid” 


ZELDA SANTLEY 





work was with the Barnum & Bailey 
show. 





PALY SANDERS 


Paly Sanders, veteran independ- 
ent vaude agent, specializing mostly 
in foreign attractions, died suddenly 
in New York, Sunday (27) of a 
heart attack. He was 59. 

Originally a Russian dancer, Mr. 
Sanders has been in the agency 
field for 30 years and was booking 
some eastern indie theatres. 

Body will be cremated, with serv- 
ices today (Tuesday), at the River- 
side Memorial chapel. The N. V. A. 
and Jewish Theatrical Guild are 
taking care of arrangements for the 
widow. A sister, Mrs. Berkowich, 
also survives. 


GEORGE CARPENTER 

George Carpenter, 60, associated 
with Louis Marcus enterprises in 
Salt Lake for 14 years, died Nov. 27 
at his home in Glendale, Calif., fol- 
lowing a stroke. 

He was city editor of ‘The Desert 
News’ in Salt Lake when he joined 
Marcus in an executive capacity 
and after Publix took over the Mar- 
cus house he went to Glendale to 
live. The widow, three daughters 
and two sons survive. 


WILLIAM M. WEIL 
William M. Weil, 55, died in New 
York Nov. 23. He was connected 
with the. Charles Robinson theatri- 
cal agency and also sold automo- 
biles. He had been in the theatrical 
business a long time. 


THOMAS THORNTON 
Thos. Thornton, film slesman, died 
from double pneumonia at his home 
in Denver. He is survived by his 


and himself a musician, died of 
heart disease in New York Nov. 25. 
Survived by a brother. 


Hugo Savolina, 59, former bas- 
soon player in Met: and Philhar- 
monic orchs, killed himself by gas 
poisoning in New York, Novy. 21. 
Despondent over illness. 


Father, 61, of Joel McCrea died in 
Hollywood, Nov. 24. He was a di- 
rector in the Hollywood Gas Co. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 56) 


that he was robbed of $25 while in 
the show. Manfoart told police Du- 
charme spent the money seeing the 
‘various dances.’ 








Charging her ex, George P. Con- 
verse, now married to Anita Stew- 
art, is $4,500 in arrears on alimony 
payments, Olivia L. Converse is su- 
ing him for that amount in Su- 
perior court, L.A, 


Lupe Velez in Hollywood has de- 
nied she and Harry Ritz, vaude 
actor, will be‘ married before 
Christmas as announced by him in 
eg 





Norman Kerry on the coast after 
absence of 11 months to introduce 
his bride, the former Helen Mary 
Wells, to Hollywood. 


Charles Ashe and his wife, Ger- 
trude Jacobs Ashe,. musician, have 
filed cross divorce complaints filed 
in Superior court, L.A. 





Jack Irwin, film producer, found 
guilty by a jury in Superior court, 
L.A., on three counts of grand theft. 
He was charged with misappropria- 
tion of $1,500 advanced as surety 
bonds by three employees, W. T. 
Stephenson, Rudy Benton and Euel 
B. Oakley. 


Convicted of contempt of court 
for failure to keep up his $100 a 
month payments to his ex-wife, Lya 
Lys, Russian film actress, for the 
support of their child, Charles 
Morton was sentenced to two days 


and Charles Allen, 
those 


Thomas Alton Tully, who told po- | 
lice that he was the son of Jim 
George Ernest Reams, 63, organist | Tully, novelist, has been charged | 
of the Saenger houses in Shreveport| with a statutory offense against 
for many years, passed away in; Frances Charboneaux, jn a com- | 
that city (21). plaint signed by the girl. 
abe } 


manager, amone 


taken into custody. 





Mid-West 


Evelyn Asther, aged 20 months, | 
made the Chicago dailies when he: 
mama, Vivian Duncan, arrived to! 
reunite with Rosetta Duncan after | 
a professional separation, during | 
which said infant arrived and its| 
father, Nils Asther, failed to get | 
along with its mama. Baby was 
quoted as asking where Cicero is. 
That sturdy outlying village once 
arrested the Duncans for speeding, 
and the cop socked the actress 
when accused of being no gentle- 
man. 


—_—__.. 


Bohumir Kryl, 
his daughter 


bandmaster, gave 
Marie paternal bless- 


ings for her marriage to Michael 
Gusikoff, violinist. This was de- 
spite an offer of $100,000 if his 


daughter waited for marriage until 
30 years of ag She was under the 
deadline, but papa forgave her. 

However, pop can’t make good 
on the $100,000 anyhow, as the de- 
pression has intervened since he 
made the offer. 

Peggy Davis, KYW, singer, was 
married in Chicago to Hugh Hipple, 
announcer from WoOC, Davenport, 
la. Ceremony occurred in the 
bride’s home with wedding music 
supplied over the ‘radio by Rex 
Maupin’s oorchestra at KYW. After 
a honeymoon the bride will work in 
Chicago and the groom go back to 
Davenport and commute. 





Mrs. Helen Henderson Rice Be- 
nesch Duryea (one woman) got the 
Illinois law to detach her from the 
bed and board of William Duryea, 
actor. Se is described as an ex- 
showgirl of Ziegfeld antecedents. It 
was her third divorce. She is 28. 





Harry Archer was in Cleveland to 
act as co-producer and musical di- 
rector of his show, ‘Little Jessie 
James’ Which Robert McLaughlin 
will stage there. Estelle Brody and 
Don Tompkins wil. play the leads. 





Noah H. Zook, formerly of the 
Palace, Cleveland, left that Ohio 
metropolis for Manhattan. He will 
be superintendent of, the new In- 
ternational Music Hail in Radio 





in the L.A. county jail. 


Harpo Marx has accepted an offer 
to go to Russia in March for ap- 
pearances in. Moscow and Lenin- 
grad. 


Allied Unemployed Theatrical 
Group will hold a radio minstrel 
show in December to aid the in- 
digent of the profession. 


Madonna Aselin Swanson, ‘Miss 
Los Angeles’ in a 1931 beauty con- 
test, and film actress, has filed suit 
in L.A. Superior court for divorce 
from Richard Theodore Swanson, 





Neal Jones, new editor of the 
L. A. ‘Record,’ cancelled his sched- 
uled talk over KTM when the talk 
was censored, declaring his paper 
stood for free speech. 


Charging piracy of ‘Don’t Cheer 
Boys,’ Roy Atwell, New York, 
writer, has filed suit against James 
Gleason, William Watson, Para- 
mount Famous Lasky Corp., Para- 
mount Publix and Chester Film in 
Federal court, L. A., asking for an 
injunction and an accounting. 


Crushed in her ambitions for film 
fame and homesickness, Diane La- 
Marr attempted suicide Thanksgiv- 
ing Day, the Pittsburgh. girl told 
a Emergency measures saved 

her life. 


Charging her husband was miser- 
ly, Mrs. Jessamine Sasso, musician, 
has filed suit in L. A. Superior court 
for divorce from Dr. John A, Sasso. 


Mrs. 
vealed 
300th, 


Josephine Woodruff has re- 
that her daughter, Edwina 
who dropped from sight seyv- 
eral months ago, is suffering from a 
lingering malady, contracted while 
in Africa during the production of 
‘Trader Horn.’ 


City. 





Too much sunshine is a monoto- 
nous thing declared Gene Raymond, 
blonde. film juvenile who paused 
bound for New York to refreshen 
himself at Bernie’s College Inn, Chi- 


cago. He just had to get away 
from Hollywood for a while, said 
Gene. 

Evelyn Cushing and her sister, 


Audrey, both beautiful and holders 
of titles in recognition thereof, are 
named in alienation suits by two 
wives. Carrying the unique parallel 
further the two husbands involved 
are both in the same business, cab- 
arets. Theodore Weiss owns the 
Lagoon Cafe, Kenosha, Wis. David 
J. Bondi has interests in other nite 
spots. 





Madison, Wis., reported the death 
of Albert G. Bliss, veteran circus 
tumbler. He was 83 years of age. 

Owen Remington, publisher of 
‘Minneapolis Brevities’ was indicted 
on a charge of extortion. Local 
press up there suppressed the name 
of the society girl from whom Rem- 








ington, former police court re- 
porter, allegedly shook for $500. 
Peeved because her husband 
made a secret of their marriage, | 
Mrs. Mabel Woody Smith divorced 
falph Errole Smith in St. Louis. 
He is described as a Metropolitan 


opera singer who feared publicity 
of his married condition would ad- 





versely affect his box office allure- 
ments. 

Chicago opera house is to house 
an operetta season according to 
publicity released by Herbert John- 
son, business manager of the de- 
funct Insull enterprise. David FE. 
Zussell and Charles H. Jones are! 


© 


———— 
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Expo Cafe Men 


Jittery About 
Dull Midway 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 
Six months before the World's 
Fair of 1933 is scheduled to open 


the character and membership of the 
midway remains pretty much of a 
secret. What few official announce- 
ments have been forthcoming have 
been neither reassuring nor calcu- 
lated to stir the imagination. 

In consequence of the approach of 
what most showmen consider the 
‘deadline’ for the proper prepara- 
tion of the sort of midway attrac- 
tions an exposition needs there is 
an undercurrent of restlessness 
among some of those who have 
money invested fn concessions. 
Question of little profit or much 
profit or no profit at all is involved. 

Especially nervous and jittery 
about the amusement street are the 
various restaurant men. There are 
a dozen or more pretentious cafes 
to be spotted throughout the ex- 
position grounds near the lakefront 
and they depend in great measure 
upon midway, shows, novelties, and 
spectacles to bring the crowds and 
keep them hanging around long 
enough to get hungry. 


ED CARRUTHERS HEADS 
NEW SWANK NAG OVAL 


Chicago, Nov. 28. 

Ed Carruthers of the Barnes-Car- 
ruthers Agency will be general man- 
ager of a new $1,500,000 race track 
to be built at once at 12th and Har- 
lem on the west side of town. Pro- 
moters include several big Lasalle 
Street financiers and prominent 
Democrats. 

Harlem Track, as it will be called, 
is to be modeled after European 
tracks and to be equipped for all- 
year use, horseracing in warm 
weather and skating, hockey, etce., 
during the winter. There will be 
sheltered glass-covered corridors 
leading from all transit lines to the 








grandstand and other European 
features. 

Other tracks near Chicago are: 
Arlington, Hawthorne, Sportsman's 
Park, Lincoln Fields, Washington 
Park, and Aurora. 


POLICE PLAY GABRIEL 


Buried Alive Stunter Dug Up to 
Avoid $300 in Fines 
Abington, Pa., Nov. 28. 

William Boyle, the principal in a 
burial alive stunt, is alive all right, 
but also unburied, because Chief of 
police *atrick McKee, disagreed 
with the stunt’s promoter. 

A vacant lot was rented in the 
business section, a grave was dug 
and Boyle was placed in a coffin 
with feeding and ventilating de- 
vices, and buried. Then Chief Me- 
Kee visited the grave, talked with 
30yle through his feeding tube, and 
convinced the promoter it would be 
better to dig up Boyle, instead of 
paying $300 in fines for violation 
of certain borough ordinances. No 
permit had been secured, McKee 
said, however, that a permit, if it 
had been asked for, would have 
been refused. 
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behind a 12-week season of the 
light stuff according to the claims. 

Warehouses and physical facili- 
ties of the zrand opera troupe are 
to be available to the Russeil-Jones 
thing if materializing. 








Federal Judge George Cosgrave 








wife, son and a daughter. 


The mother of the El Rey sisters 
died in New York Nov. 24. She 
was born Mary Taylor, daughter of 
Alexander D. Taylor, representative | 
to Congress from Indiana county, | 
Penna. 
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Parham Werlein, 43, president of 
large Werlein Music Co. in 
O., died (23) of infected tonsils. 


well known in the musical world. 





Robert A. Conterno, 50, son of the 


has handed down a decision that | 
Duncan Renaldo must go to trial} 
Dec. 13 on a charge of falsifying in- 
formation relative to a passport. 


Judge Dudley Valentine awarde1 
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- Comparative Grosses for November. 
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Charles Boyd Milan in, T. A. Su-/—AUBEE— |~—Litetime —|~Troubles | Madison Sq | All-American 
charged ‘that she had been called | | High. bevy ed 2 $16,900 $15,900 $11 ; $12 600 
bad names, She is given the cus- |LOW-- tage Show | _.__ wow Low) | .___.. — 
tody of their daughter and $40 2 PALACE Movie Crazy Red Dust | Broadcast Air Mail 
month High. $28,100 $11,300 | $16.300 j $15,600 | $6.800 
jLow.. 6,800 a4 | _} {New Low) 
Three femmes and four men were CAPITOL | Six Hours | Faithless | Red Dust Rain 
arrested by police at a girl show on High. $22,000 | $6.500 | 5.100 | $6,800 $10,190 
South Main street, and booked on |Low.. 4,500 ‘i i peace Tie coemnadicieial 
suspicion of participating in an in- | LYRIC Smilin’ Thru Merry-Go- Divorce in Trouble in 
decent show. Dolly Carmen, He's High. $23,900 $7,500 Round Family Paradise 
and Betty Harmon, dancers, Low.. 5,000 j $9,300 j $5,800 } $7,700 
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VARIETY Tuceday, November 29, 1932 


Kobe Oe) says: “Many girls lacking 


beauty but possessing lovely skin have passed on the road to 
fame the woman with perfect features. Lux Toilet Soap ig a 


great help in keeping the skin smooth and lovely.” 
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' skin have passed on the road to fame the woman with perfect 
She has the endearing charm of soft, features. Lux Toilet Soap is a great help in keeping the skin 


smooth, enchantingly youthful skin ‘oth and lovely.” 
OU’ VE only to see her in her new screen triumph, “Silver 9 out of 10 screen stars use Lux Toilet Soap 
Doliar,”’ to know why the public worships Bebe Daniels. Out of the 694 important actresses in Hollywood, including all 
stars, 686 take care of their complexions with white, fragrant 


A generous, magnetic personality; a vivid talent; and one ; , , : : . 
ah tg tiuetlais talented edaw Mndind on Cis oe Lux Toilet Soap. It’s the official soap in all the big film studios. 


Begin today to win happiness and admiration by keeping 
your skin smooth and youthful with this wonderful soap. Get 
two or three cakes today! 


Watch her in the close-up, and see what:a beautiful, fresh, 
young skin Bebe Daniels has. It’s absolutely essential for a 
screen star, she would tell you, to keep her skin smooth and 
youthful. That’s why, like so many of the glorious Hollywood 
stars, she guards her complexion with Lux Toilet Soap. 


Listen to her own words: LUX T IL : 
8 “Many girls lacking great beauty but possessing lovely L A I 
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